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LIFE  OF  JOHN   MILTON. 


JoHH  Milton  was  by  birth  a  gentleman,  descended  from 
the  proprietors  of  Milton,  near  Thame,  in  Oxfordshire,  one 
of  whom  forfeited  his  estate  in  the  times  of  York  and  Lan- 
caster. Which  side  he  took,  is  not  known  ;  his  descen- 
dant inherited  no  veneration  for  the  White  Rose. 

His  grandfather  John  was  keeper  of  the  forest  of  Shot- 
OT^,  a  zealous  papist,  who  disinherited  his  son  because  he 
had  forsaken  the  religion  of  his  ancestors. 

His  father,  John,  who  was  the  son  disinherited,  had  re- 
course for  his  support  to  the  profession  of  a  scrivener. 
He  was  a  man  eminent  for  his  skill  in  music,  many  of  his 
compositions  being  still  to  be  found ;  and  his  reputation  in 
his  profession  was  such  that  he  grew  rich,  and  retired  to 
an  estate.  He  married  a  gentlewoman  of  the  name  of 
Caston,  a  W^h  family,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  John, 
the  poet,  and  Christopher,  who  studied  the  law,  and  ad- 
heredy  as  the  law  taught  him,  to  the  King's  party,  for 
which  he  was  a  while  persecuted,  but  having,  by  his  bro- 
ther's interest,  obtained  permission  to  live  in  quiet,  he  sup- 
ported himself  so  honourably  by  chamber-practice  that, 
soon  after  the  accession  of  King  James,  he  was  knighted 
and  made  a  judge ;  but,  his  constitution  being  too  weak 
for  business,  he  retired  before  any  disreputable  com- 
pliances became  necessary. 

John,  the  poet,  was  born  in  his  fatlier's  house,  at  tnc 
Spread-Eagle  in  Bread-street,  Dec.  9, 1608,  between  six 
and  seven  in  the  morning.  His  father  appears  to  have 
been  very  solicitous  about  his  education ;  for  he  was  in 
ttructed  at  first  by  private  tuition  under  the  care  of  Tho- 
mas Young,  who  was  afterwards  chaplain  co  the  English 
merchants  at  Hamburg,  and  of  whom  we  have  reason  to 
think  well,  since  his  scholar  considered  him  as  worthy  of 
an  epistolary  elegy. 

He  was  dien  sent  to  St.  Paul's  School,  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Gill ;  and  removed,  in  the  beginning  ^of  his  six- 
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2  THE   L1F£    UF    MILTON. 

tcenth  year,  to  Christ-College,  in  Cambridge,  where  he 
was  admitted  a  pensioner,  Feb.  12,  1624. 

He  was  at  this  time  eminently  skilled  in  the  Latin 
tongue ;  and  he  himself,  by  annexing  the  dates  to  his  first 
compositions,  seems  to  commend  the  earliness  of  his  own 
proficiency  to  the  notice  of  posterity.  But  the  productn 
of  his  vernal  fertility  have  been  surpassed  by  many,  and 
particularly  by  his  contemporary  Cowley. 

At  fifteen,  a  date  which  he  uses  till  he  is  sixteen,  he 
translated  or  versified  two  Psalms,  114  and  136,  which  he 
thought  worthy  of  tlie  pubUc  eye ;  but  they  raise  no  g^reat 
expectations:  they  would  in  any  numerous  school  have 
obtained  praise,  but  not  excited  wonder. 

Many  of  his  elegies  appear  to  have  been  written  in  his 
eighteenth  year,  by  which  it  appears  that  he  had  then 
read  the  Roman  authors  with  very  nice  discernment.  Mr. 
Hampton,  the  translator  of  Polybius,  remarked  that 
Milton  wa£  the  first  Englishman  who,  after  the  revival  of 
letters,  wrote  Latin  verses  with  classic  elegance. 

Of  the  exercises,  which  the  rulers  of  the  University  re- 
quired, some  were  published  by  him  in  his  maturer  years. 
They  had  been  undoubtedly  applauded;  for  they  were 
such  as  few  could  perform ;  yet  there  is  reason  to  suspect 
that  he  was  regarded  in  his  college  with  no  great  fondness. 
That  he  obtained  no  fellowship  is  certain.  He  took  how- 
ever both  the  usual  degrees;  that  of  Bachelor  in  1628, 
and  that  of  Master  in  1632.  When  he  left  the  university 
he  returned  to  liis  father,  then  residing  at  Horton  in  Buck- 
inghamshire, with  whom  he  lived  five  years,  in  which  time 
he  is  said  to  have  read  all  the  Greek  and  Latin  writers. 

He  began  now  to  grow  weary  of  the  country,  and  had 
some  purpose  of  taking  chambers  in  the  Inns  of  Court, 
when  the  death  of  his  mother  set  him  at  liberty  to  travel, 
for  which  he  obtained  his  father *s  consent,  and  Sir  Henry 
Wotton's  directions ;  with  the  celebrated  precept  of  pru- 
dence, '  thoughts  close,  and  looks  loose.' 

In  1638  he  left  England,  and  went  first  to  Paris; 
where,  by  the  favour  of  Lord  Scudamore,  he  had  the  op- 
portunity of  visiting  Grotius^  then  residing  at  the  French 
Court  as  Ambassador  from  Christina  of  Sweden.  From 
Paris  he  hasted  into  Italy,  of  which  he  had  with  particular 
diligence  studied  the  language  and  literature ;  and  though 
he  seems  to  have  intended  a  very  quick  perambulation  of 
the  country,  staid  two  months  at  Florence ;  where  he  found 
his  way  into  the  academies,  and  produced  his  compositions 
with  such  applause  as  appears  to  have  exalted  him  in  his 
own  opinion,  and  confirmed  him  in  the  hope,  that,  'by 
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labour  and  intense  itudy,  wliicli,'  says  he,  '  1  take  U>  be 
my  portion  in  this  life,  joined  wiih  a  strong  propensity  uf 
nature,'  he  might  '  leave  Bometliing  so  written  to  afier- 
u'uiGs,  as  Uiej  shouIO  not  willingly  let  it  die.' 

From  Fbrence  he  went  to  Sienna,  and  from  Sienna  to 
Rome,  wliere  he  was  agpiia  received  witli  kindness  by  the 
learned  and  the  great.  Holstenius,  tlie  keeper  o(  the 
Vatican  library,  who  liad  resided  three  years  at  Oittbrd 
introduced  hitn  to  Cardinal  Barberini ;  and  he,  at  a  musi- 
cal entertainment,  waited  for  him  at  the  door,  and  led  him 
by  the  Itand  into  the  assembly.  Mere  Selraggi  praised 
liim  in  a  distich,  and  Salsilli  in  a  tetrastic  ;  neither  of  them 
of  much  value.  Tlie  Italians  were  gainers  by  thb  literary 
commence;  for  the  encomiums  with  which  Milton  repaid 
Salsilli,  though  nut  secure  against  &  stem  grammarian, 
tnm  the  balance  indiapntably  in  Milton's  favour. 

Of  these  Italian  testimonies,  poor  as  they  arc,  he  was 

rud  enough  to  publish  them  before  his  poems ;  ttioug;h 
nys  he  cannot  be  suspected  but  to  hare  known  that 
tliey  were  said  tirm  tam  de  se,  guani  supra  se. 

At  Rome,  as  at  Florence,  he  staid  only  two  months  ;  a 
time  indeiKl  suthcienl,  if  lie  desired  only  to  ramble  with  an 
SxpUiner  of  its  anliquittes,  or  lo  view  imlaces  and  count 

Ctnres;  but  certainly  too  short  for  the  contemplation  of 
wing,  policy,  or  manners. 

From  Rome  be  passed  on  lo  Naples,  in  company  of  a 
hermit,  a  companion  from  whom  little  could  be  expected : 
yM  to  him  Milton  owed  his  introduction  to  Manso  Mnrtjuis 
of  Villa,  who  had  been  before  the  patron  ofTasso.  Manso 
WIS  cnongh  delighted  with  his  accomplishments  to  honour 
htn  with  a  sorry  distich,  in  which  he  commends  him  Ibc 
ereiy  thing  but  his  religion  :  and  Milton,  in  rctxirn.  ad- 
dressed him  in  a  latin  poem,  whirh  nmst  have  raised  a 
lugh  opinion  of  English  elegance  and  literature. 

His  purpose  was  now  to  have  visited  Sicily  and  Greece ; 
but,  hearing  of  tlie  differences  between  the  King  and  Par- 
Usment,  he  thought  it  proper  to  hasten  home,  rather  than 
pass  bis  lite  in  foreign  aniusenienis  while  his  countrymer 
were  contending  for  their  rights.  He  thei«fore  came  back 
to  Rome,  though  the  merchants  informed  him  of  plots  laid 
gainst  him  by  the  Jesuits,  for  the  hbcrty  of  his  conversa- 
dont  on  religion.  He  had  sense  enough  to  judge  tliat 
Ibere  was  no  danger,  and  therefore  kept  on  his  way,  and 
Mtod  as  before,  neither  obtruding  nor  shunning  conlro- 
rersy.  He  had  perhaps  given  some  offence  by  visiting 
GWileo,  then  ti  prisoner  in  the  Inqtiisition  for  phibaophical 
hvesy:  and  at  Naples  he  was  told  by  Manso  that,  by  his 
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decIarfilioDS  on  n-ligious  iiuMlions.hehnd  excluded  himself 
from  some  distinclioTis  which  he  should  othenvise  have 
paid  him.  But  such  conduct,  though  it  diil  not  please, 
was  yet  sufficiently  safe ;  ami  Milton  staid  two  moiitfas 
more  nt  Rome,  and  went  on  to  Florence  without  moles- 
tation. 

fVom  Florence  he  visited  Lucca.  He  afterwards  went 
to  Venice ;  and,  havioe  sent  away  a  collection  of  music 
and  other  books,  travelled  to  Geneva,  which  he  probably 
considered  aa  the  metropolis  of  orthodoxy. 

Here  he  reposed  as  in  a  congenial  element,  and  became 
acquainted  with  John  DJodati  and  Frederick  Spanlieim, 
two  learned  professors  of  Divinity.  From  Geneva  he 
passed  through  France ;  and  came  home,  a^er  an  absence 
of  a  year  and  tliree  montks. 

At  his  return  he  heard  of  the  death  of  his  friend  Charles 
Dtodati ;  a  man  whom  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  of  great 
merit,  since  he  was  thought  by  Milton  worthy  of  a  poem, 
intituled  '  Bpitapliium  Damonis,'  written  with  the  common 
but  childish  imitation  of  pastoral  life. 

He  now  hired  a  lodging  at  the  house  of  one  Russel,  a 
tailor,  in  Sl  Bride's  Church-yard,  and  undertook  the 
education  of  John  and  Edward  Philips,  his  sister's  sons. 
Finding  his  rooms  too  htlle,  he  took  a  garden  house  in 
Aldersgate-Street,  which  was  not  then  so  much  out  of  the 
world  as  it  is  now;  and  chose  his  dwelling  ut  the  upper 
end  of  a  passage,  that  he  might  avoid  tiie  noise  of  the 
street.  Here  he  received  more  boys,  to  be  boarded  and 
instructed. 

Let  not  our  veneration  for  Milton  forbid  us  to  look  with 
some  degree  of  merriment  on  great  promises  and  small 
performance;  on  the  man  who  hastens  home,  because  his 
coimtrymen  are  contending  for  their  liberty,  and,  when  he 
teaches  the  scene  of  action,  vapours  away  his  patriotism  in 
a  private  boarding-school'.  This  is  the  periofl  of  his  life 
from  which  all  his  biographers  seem  inclined  to  shrink. 
They  ore  unwilling  that  Milton  should  be  degraded  to  a 
schoolmaster;  but,  siuce  it  cannot  be  denied  that  he 
taught  boys,  one  finds  out  that  he  taught  for  nothing,  and 
another  thai  his  motive  was  only  zeal  for  the  propagation 
of  learning  and  virtue;  and  all  tell  what  they  do  not  know 
to  be  Inie,  only  to  excuse  an  act  which  no  wise  man  will 
consider  as  in  itself  disgraceful.  His  father  was  alive; 
his  allowance  was  not  ample  ;  and  he  supplied  i!s  defici- 
onciea  by  an  honest  and  useful  employment. 

He  now  began  to  engage  in  the  controversies  of  the 
times,  and  lent  hii  breath  lo  blow  the  flames  of  conten- 


tioft.  In  1641  he  published  a  treatise  ol' '  Eteroromt  on,  in 
(wo  books,'  ii(>^inst  the  Established  Ciuircli ;  being  nilliug 
(o  belp  tlie  Puritans,  who  were,  he  says,  inreriar  to  the 
Prelates  in  learning. 

Hall,  bishop  of  Norwich,  had  pubhuhed  a  ■  Humble 
Remonstrance,'  in  defence  of  Episcopary;  to  which,  in 
164),  five  ministers,  Stephen  Marshall,  Edmund  Calamy, 
Thomas  Young,  Matthew  Newcomcn.  Wiilinm  Spiirstow, 
of  whose  names  the  first  letters  made  the  celebrated  word 
Smectymnuus,  gave  their  Answer.  Of  this  Answer  a 
Confutation  waa  attempted  by  tbe  learned  Usher ;  anil  to 
the  Contutiition,  Milton  published  a  Rpply,  intituled  '  Of 
Prelatical  Episcopacy,  and  whether  it  may  be  deduced 
from  the  Apostolical  Times,  by  virtue  of  those  Testimonies 
which  are  alleged  lo  that  Purpose  in  some  late  TVealises. 
oue  whereof  goes  under  tlie  Name  of  James,  Lord  Bisliop 
of  Armagh.' 

His  father,  aller  Reading  was  taken  by  Essex,  came  to 
mide  ia  his  house  :  and  hia  school  increased.  At  Whit* 
nniide,  in  his  thirty-fifth  year,  be  married  Mary,  the 
dimghter  of  Mr.  Powel,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  In  Oiford- 
nhire.  He  brought  her  to  town  with  him,  and  expected 
all  the  ndvantaRes  of  a  conjugal  life.  Tl.*  lady,  liowevor, 
Ki-ms  not  much  to  hnvc  delighted  in  the  pleasures  nf  Bpsire 
diet  and  hard  study  ;  for,  as  Philips  relates,  *  having  for  a 
iDonth  led  a  philosophic  hfe,  after  having  been  used  ut 
home  (o  a  great  house,  and  much  company  and  joviaUly, 
her  fHeads,  possibly  by  her  own  desire,  made  earnest  suit 
to  have  her  company  the  remaining  part  of  ihe  summer ; 
which  was  grantetl,  upon  a  promise  of  her  return  ut 
Michaelmas.' 

Milton  was  too  busy  to  much  miss  his  wife ;  he  pursued 
hi)  Madies :  and  now  unci  then  visited  the  Lndy  Mai^aret 
Logli.  whom  lie  has  mentioned  in  one  of  his  sonnets.  At 
liKt,  Michaelmas  arrived ;  but  the  lady  had  no  inclination 
Co  rctnm  to  the  sullen  gloom  of  her  husband's  habitation, 
and  therefore  very  willingly  forgot  her  promise.  He  sent 
her  a  letter,  but  Imd  no  answer :  he  sent  more  with  tlie 
•ane  success.  It  could  be  alleged  that  letters  miscarry  ; 
be  iherelore  dispatched  a  messenger,  being  by  this  time 
lott  angry  to  iro  himself.  His  messenger  was  sent  back 
with  some  contempt.  The  family  of  the  lady  were  Cn- 
nlicn. 

In  a  man  whose  opinion  of  his  own  merit  was  like  Mil- 
Ion's,  less  provocation  than  this  might  have  raised  vii]lent 
nscntmeat.  Milton  soon  determined  lo  repudiate  her  for 
diaobtrltcDce :  aiul,  Iteim;  one  of  tbosa  who  could  easily 


find  arguments  to  justify  indmalion,  published  (in  1644) 
'The  Doctrine  and  Disciphne  of  Divorce;'  which  was 
followed  by  '  Tlie  Judgment  of  Martin  Bucer,  concerning 
Divorce;'  and  the  neit  year,  his  '  TetrEchordon.  Exposi- 
tions upon  the  four  chief  riacea  of  Scripture  which  treat 
of  Marriage.' 

This  innovation  was  opposed,  as  might  be  eitpccted,  by 
the  clergy,  who,  then  holding  their  famous  Assembly  at 
Westminster,  procured  that  the  author  should  be  called 
before  the  Ltirds;  '  but  thai  house,'  says  Wood,  'whether 
approving  the  doctrine,  or  not  favouring  his  accusers,  did 
soon  dismiss  him. 

From  this  time  it  is  observed  that  he  becnme  an  enemy 
to  the  Presbyterians,  whom  he  had  favoured  before.  He 
that  changes  his  party  by  his  humour  is  not  more  virtuous 
than  he  that  chunges  it  by  his  interest:  he  loves  himself 
-atiier  than  truth. 

His  wile  and  her  relations  now  found  tJiat  Milton  was 
not  an  unresisting  auderer  of  injuries ;  and,  perceiving  that 
he  had  begun  to  put  his  doctrine  in  practice,  by  courting 
a  young  woman  of  great  accomplishments,  the  daughter 
of  one  Doctor  Davis,  who  was  however  not  ready  to 
comply,  they  resolved  to  endeavour  a  re-union.  He  went 
sometimes  to  the  house  of  one  Blackborough,  his  relation, 
in  the  Inne  of  St.  Martia's-le-Grand,  and  at  one  of  his 
usual  visits  was  surprised  to  see  his  wife  come  from  another 
room,  anil  implore  forgiveness  on  her  knees.  He  resisted 
lier  entreaties  for  a  while  :  '  but  partly,'  says  Philips,  '  his 
own  generous  nature,  more  inclinable  to  reconciliation 
than  to  perseverance  in  anger  or  revenge,  and  partly  the 
strong  intercession  of  friends  on  both  sides,  soon  brought 
him  to  en  act  of  obUvion  and  a  firm  league  of  peace.'  It 
were  injurious  to  omit,  that  Milton  afterwards  received 
her  father  and  her  brothers  in  his  own  house,  when  they 
were  dislres«ed,  with  other  RoyaUsta. 

He  pubhshed  about  the  same  time  his  '  Areopagitica,  a 
.Speech  of  Mr.  .lohn  Milton  for  the  Liberty  of  unlicensed 
Printing.' 

About  this  time  (1645)  a  collection  of  his  Latin  and 
English  poems  appeared,  in  which  the  'Allegro'  and 
'  Penseroso,'  with  some  others,  were  first  published. 

He  had  taken  a  larger  house  in  Barbican  for  the  recep- 
tion of  scholars ;  but  tlie  numerous  relatione  of  his  wife,  to 
whom  he  generously  granted  refuge  for  a  while,  occupied 
his  rooms.  In  lime,  however,  they  went  away  j  '  and  the 
house  again,'  says  Philips,  '  now  looked  like  a  house  of  the 
Muses  only,  though  the    accession  of  scholars  was  not 
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great.  Possibly  liis  liaving  proceedeO  so  far  in  tlie  edu- 
cLUinn  of  youth  may  have  been  llie  occaaion  of  his  adver- 
saries caUiiig  him  pedago^e  and  school-master :  whereas 
it  is  well  known  he  never  set  up  for  a  public  school,  to 
leach  all  the  young  fry  of  a  pariah;  bul  only  was  willing; 
lo  impart  his  learning  and  knowledge  lo  his  relntionti,  and 
th«  sons  of  gentlemen  who  were  his  intimate  friends,  and 
that  neither  his  writings  nor  his  way  of  teaching  ever 
savoured  in  the  leiist  of  pedantry.' 

Abont  the  time  that  tne  army  was  new-modelled  (1654), 
he  removed  to  a  smaller  house  in  Holborn,  which  opened 
backward  into  Lincoln's- Inn- Fields.  He  is  not  known  lo 
have  published  any  thing  afterwards  till  the  King's  death, 
wheu,  finding  his  murderers  condemned  by  the  Presbyte- 
rians.he  wrote  a  treatise  to  juslify  ii,  and  lo  compose  Ihe 
minds  of  the  neople. 

Cromwell  had  now  dismissed  the  Parhament  by  the 
lulhority  of  which  he  had  destroyed  monarchy,  and  com- 
menced monarch  himself,  under  the  title  of  Proteelor,  bul 
with  kingly,  and  more  than  kingly,  power.  That  his  autho- 
rity was  lawful  never  was  pretended  ;  he  himself  founded 
his  riglit  only  in  necessity;  but  Milton,  having  now  tasted 
the  honey  of  public  employment,  would  not  return  to 
hunger  and  pudosophy,  but  continued  to  exercise  his 
office. 

He  had  now  been  blind  for  some  years;  but  his  vigour 
•f  intellect  was  such  that  he  was  not  disabled  to  discharge 
bis  office  of  Lalin  Seeretary,  or  continue  bis  controversies. 
Hb  mind  was  loo  eager  to  be  diverted,  and  too  strong  to 
be  subdued. 

About  this  time  his  first  wife  died  in  childbed,  having 
left  him  three  daughters.  As  he  probably  did  not  mncb 
lore  her,  he  did  not  long  continue  the  appearance  of  la- 
ntenting  her ;  but,  ader  a  short  time,  married  Catherine, 
the  daughter  of  one  Captain  Woodcock  of  Hackney:  a 
woman  doubtless  cducate<l  In  opinions  like  his  owd.  Slie 
died,  within  a  year,  of  rhildbirth,  or  some  distemper  that 
tbllnwed  it ;  and  lier  husband  lionourtd  her  memory  witJi 
a  poor  sonnet. 

A*  SaeretJiry  to  the  Protector,  he  is  supposed  to  have 
writtm  the  '  Declarations  of  the  Reasons  for  a  War  with 
Spain.*  His  agency  was  considered  as  of  great  impor- 
tance :  for,  wlien  a  treaty  witli  Sweden  was  artfully  siis- 
wndcd,  the  delay  was  publicly  imputed  lo  Mr.  Milton's 
inAspDsition ;  and  the  Swedish  agent  was  provoked  to  en- 
prew  his  wonder,  '  that  only  one  man  in  England  could 
krito  Latin,  and  that  man  bhnd.' 
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Being  now  forty-sevea  years  ola,  and  seeing  himself 
disencumbered  from  external  interruptions,  he  seems  to 
have  recollected  his  former  purposes,  and  to  have  resumed 
three  great  works  which  he  had  planned  for  his  future  em- 
ployment ;  an  epic  poem,  the  history  of  his  country,  and 
a  dictionary  of  the  Latin  tongue. 

To  collect  a  dictionary  seems  a  work  of  all  others  least 
practicable  in  a  state  of  blindness,  because  it  depends 
upon  perpetual  and  minute  inspection  and  collation.  Nor 
would  Milton  probably  have  begun  it  after  he  had  lost 
his  eyes;  but,  having  had  it  always  before  him,  he  conti- 
nued it,  says  Philips,  almost  to  his  dying-day ;  but  the 
papers  were  so  discomposed  and  deficient  that  they  could 
not  be  fitted  fbr  the  press.  The  compilers  of  the  Latin 
Dictionary,  printed  at  Cambridge,  had  the  use  of  those 
collections  in  three  folios ;  but  what  was  their  fate  afler* 
wards  is  not  known. 

To  compile  a  history  from  various  authors,  when  they 
can  only  be  consulted  by  other  eyes,  is  not  easy,  nor  pos- 
sible, but  with  more  skilful  and  attentive  help  than  can  be 
commonly  obtained ;  and  it  was  probably  the  difficulty  of 
consulting  and  comparing  that  stopped  Milton's  narrative 
at  the  Conquest ;  a  period  at  which  affairs  were  not  yet 
very  intricate,  nor  authors  very  numerous. 

For  the  subject  of  his  epic  poem,  after  much  delibera- 
tion, long  choosing,  and  beginning  late,  he  fixed  upon 
'  Paradise  Lost ;'  a  design  so  comprehensive  tliat  it  could 
be  justified  only  by  success.  He  had  once  designed  to  cele<^ 
brate  King  Arthur,  as  he  hints  in  his  verses  to  Mansus ;  but 
'  Arthur  was  reserved,'  says  Fenton,  *  to  another  destiny/ 

But,  while  his  greater  designs  were  advancing,  having 
now,  like  many  other  authors,  caught  the  love  of  publica- 
tion, he  amused  himself,  as  he  could,  with  little  produc- 
tions. He  sent  to  the  press  (1658)  a  manuscript  of  Ra- 
leigh, called  '  The  Cabinet  Council  ;*  and  next  year  grati- 
fied his  malevolence  to  the  clergy,  by  a  *  Treatise  of  Civil 
Power  in  Ecclesiastical  Cases,  and  the  Means  of  removing 
Hirelings  out  of  the  Church.' 

Oliver  was  now  dead  ;  Richard  was  constrained  to  re- 
sign :  the  system  of  extemporary  government,  which  had 
been  held  togctlier  only  by  force,  naturally  fell  into  frag- 
ments when  that  force  was  taken  away  ;  and  Milton  saw 
himself  and  his  cause  in  equal  danger.  But  he  had  still 
hope  of  doing  sojnething.  He  wrote  letters,  which  Toland 
has  published,  to  such  men  as  he  thought  friends  to  the 
new  Commonwealth ;  and  even  in  the  year  of  the  Resto- 
ration he  '  bated  no  jot  of  heart  or  hope,'  but  was  fantas- 
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deal  enough  to  think  that  the  nation,  agitated  as  it  was, 
might  be  settled  by  a  pamphlet,  called  <  A  ready  and  easy 
Way  to  establish  a  free  Commonwealth ;'  which  was,  how- 
ever, enough  considered  to  be  both  seriously  and  ludi- 
crously answered. 

The  obstinate  enthusiasm  of  the  commonwealth-men 
was  very  remarkable.  When  the  King  was  apparently  re- 
turning, Harrington,  with  a  few  associates  as  fanatical  as 
bimself,  used  to  meet,  with  all  the  gravity  of  political  im- 
portance, to  settle  an  equal  government  by  rotation  ;  and 
Milton,  kicking  when  he  could  strike  no  longer,  was 
foolish  enough  to  publish,  a  few  weeks  before  the  Resto- 
ration, '  Notes  upon  a  Sermon  preached  by  one  Griffiths, 
intituled,  The  Fear  of  God  and  the  King.'  To  these  notes 
an  answer  was  written  by  UEstrange,  in  a  pamphlet 
petulantly  called  *  No  Blind  Guides/ 

But  whatever  Milton  could  write,  or  men  of  greater 
activity  could  do,  the  King  was  now  about  to  be  restored 
with  the  irresistible  approbation  of  the  people.  He  was 
therefore  no  longer  Secretary,  and  was  consequently  obliged 
to  quit  the  house  which  he  held  by  his  office ;  and,  pro- 
porttonine  his  sense  of  danger  to  his  opinion  of  the  impor- 
tance of  his  writings,  thought  it  convenient  to  seek  some 
shelter,  and  hid  himself  for  a  time  in  Bartholomew- Close, 
by  West-SmithBeld. 

The  King,  with  lenity  of  which  the  world  has  had  per- 
haps no  other  example,  decHned  to  be  the  judge  or  aven- 
ger of  his  own  or  his  Other's  wrongs ;  and  promised  to  admit 
into-  the  Act  of  Oblivion  all  except  those  whom  the  Parlia- 
ment should  except ;  and  the  Parliament  doomed  none  to 
capital  punishment  but  the  wretches  who  had  immediately 
co-operated  in  the  murder  of  the  King.  Milton  was  cer- 
tainly not  one  of  them ;  he  had  only  justified  what  they 
had  done. 

This  justification  was  indeed  sufficiently  offensive ;  and 
(June  16)  an  order  was  issued  to  seize  Milton's  *  Defence,' 
and  Groodwin's  '  Obstructors  of  Justice,'  another  book  of 
the  same  tendency,  and  bum  them  by  the  common  hang- 
man. The  Attorney-general  was  ordered  to  prosecute  the 
authors ;  but  Milton  was  not  seized,  nor  perhaps  very 
diligently  pursued. 

Not  long  after  (August  19)  the  flutter  of  innumerable 
bosoms  was  stilled  by  an  act,  which  the  King,  that  his 
mercy  might  want  no  recommendation  of  elegance,  rather 
called  an  Act  of  Oblivion  than  of  Grace.  Goodwin  was 
named,  with  nineteen  more,  as  incapacitated  for  any  pub- 
lic trust ;  but  of  Milton  there  was  no  exception. 
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Of  this  tenderness  shown  to  Millon  the  curiosity  of 
msnliiDd  has  not  forborne  to  inquire  the  reason.  Burnet 
thinks  he  was  forgotten;  but  this  is  another  instance 
which  may  confirm  Dalrymple's  observation,  who  soys 
'that  whenever  Burnet's  narrations  are  examined,  he 
appears  to  be  mistaken.' 

Forgotten  he  was  not ;  for  his  prosecution  was  ordered  ; 
it  must  be  therefore  by  design  that  he  was  included  in  the 
general  oblivion.  He  is  said  to  have  liad  friends  in  the 
house,  Bucli  as  Marvel,  Montce,  and  Sir  Thomas  Ciarges : 
and  undoubtedly  a.  man  like  him  must  have  had  influence. 
A  very  particular  story  of  his  escape  is  tlild  by  Richardson 
in  his  Memoirs,  which  he  received  from  Pope,  as  delivered 
by  Bettcrton,  who  might  have  heard  it  from  Davenant. 
In  the  war  between  the  King  and  Parhament,  Davenant 
was  made  prisoner  and  condemned  to  die  ;  but  was  spared 
at  the  request  of  Milton.  When  the  turn  of  success 
brought  Milton  into  the  like  danger,  Davenant  repayed 
the  benefit  by  appearing  in  his  favour.  Here  is  a  reci- 
procation of  generosity  and  gratitude  bo  pleasing,  that  the 
tale  makes  its  own  way  to  credit,  In  Cunningham's 
History  of  Great  Britain,  a  different  account  of  the  means 
by  which  Millon  secured  himself  is  given.  •  Milton,  latin 
secretary  to  Cromwell,  distinguished  by  his  writings  in 
favour  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  pretended 
to  be  dead,  and  had  a  pubhc  funeral  procession.  The  king 
applauded  his  policy  in  escaping  the  punishment  of  death, 
by  a  seasonable  show  of  dying.' 

The  contrivance  waa  not  unlikely  to  succeed,  if  practised, 
with  Charles  II.,  whose  resentment  was  capable  of  being 
diverted  by  the  dexterity  of  wit. 

The  publication  of  the  Act  of  Oblivion  put  him  in 
the  same  condition  with  his  fellow-subjects.  He  was, 
however,  upon  some  pretence  now  not  known,  in  the 
custody  of  tlie  serJeant  in  December ;  and  when  he  was 
released,  upon  his  rcftisal  of  the  fees  demanded,  he 
and  the  serjeant  were  called  before  the  house.  He  was 
now  safe  within  the  shade  of  oblivion,  and  knew  him- 
self to  be  as  much  out  of  the  power  of  a  griping 
officer  as  any  other  man.  How  the  question  was  de- 
termined is  not  known.  Millon  would  hardly  have 
contended,  but  that  he  knew  himself  to  have  right  on 
his  side. 

He  then  removed  to  Jewm-street,  near  Aldervgate- 
street ;  and,  being  blind  and  by  no  means  wealthy,  wanted 
a  domestic  companion  and  attendant;  and  therefore,  by 
the   recommendation    of    Dr.  Paget,    married    Elizahelti 


TIJE    LIFE    OF    UlLTOK.  II 

linallul,  or  a  gentleman's  raroily  in  Cheshire,  probably 

itbout « tortane. 

SoOQ  ailer  his  mainage,  according  lo  an  obscure  story, 
ke  was  ofTeced  the  continuance  of  his  employment,  and 
being  prcued  by  hia  wife  to  accept  it,  answered,  '  You 
Ike  otiier  women,  want  to  ride  in  your  coach;  my  wish 
•  to  live  and  die  an  honest  man,'  If  he  considered  the 
Ixtin  Secretary  as  esercisino^  any  of  the  powere  of  goveni- 
Bienl,  he  that  had  shared  authority  either  with  the  Parlia- 
ment or  Cromwell,  might  have  foreborne  to  talk  very  loudly 
of  hia  honeaty  ;  and  if  he  thought  the  office  purely  minis- 
terial, he  certainly  might  have  honestly  retained  it  under 
ibe  King.  But  this  tale  has  too  little  evidence  to  deserve 
R  dtiquiaition  ;  large  ofieis  and  sturdy  rejections  are  among 
the  most  common  topics  of  falsehood. 

He  had  ao  much  either  of  prudence,  or  latitude,  that 
hi  forebore  to  disturb  the  new  settlement  with  any  of  his 
political  or  ecclesiastical  opinions,  and  from  this  time 
devoted  him&elf  to  poetry  and  literature. 

About  this  time  Elwood  the  Quaker,  being  recommended 
to  him  as  one  who  would  read  Latin  to  him  for  the  advan- 
tage of  his  converaation,  attended  him  every  afternoon, 
except  on  Sundays.  Milton,  who,  in  his  letter  to  Hartlib, 
bad  dccbted,  that  lo  read  Latin  with  an  English  month  is 

ill  a  hearing  a*  Law  French,  required  that  Elwood 
llwuld  leajn  and  practise  the  Itahan  pronanciution,  which, 
be  said,  was  necessary,  if  he  would  talk  with  foreigners 
'Elwood  complied  with  the  directions,  and  improved  him- 
if  by  liis  attendance ;  for  he  relates,  that  Milton,  having 

cunoRS  ear,  knew  by  his  voice  when  he  tvad  what  he 
id  not  nnderstnnd,  nnd  would  slop  him,  and  open  the 
lost  difficult  passages. 

In  a  short  time  he  look  a  house  in  the  Artillery-Walk , 
'kailing  lo  Bunhill-fields  ;  the  mention  of  which  concludes 
Ae  register  of  Milton's  removals  and  habitations.  He 
llifed  Imger  in  this  place  than  any  other 

Re  was  now  confessedly  and  visibly  employed  upon  his 

lem  '  Paradise  Lost,'  of  which  the  progress  might  be  noted 
n  those  with  whom  he  was  familiar ;  for  he  was  obliged 
'Wnen  he  had  composed  as  many  hues  as  his  memory  would 
Comneniently  retain,  to  employ  some  friend  in  writing  them, 
laving,  at  least  for  pari  oi  the  time,  no  r^ilar  attendant, 
^is  eavc  opportunity  to  observiitions  and  reports. 

Mr.  Philips  observes  that  there  was  a  very  remarkable 

«imimit»n(-e    in    the    composure   of  '  Paradise    Lost,' — 

which  1  have  particular  reason,'  says  he,  '  to  remembei ; 

W  whereas  1  had  the  perusal  of  it  from  the  "cry  begininc 
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for  some  years,  as  1  went  from  time  to  time  to  visit  liim, 
ia  parcels  of  t«n,  twenty,  or  thirty  versea  at  a  lime  (which, 
being  written  by  whatever  hand  came  next,  might  pouibly 
want  correction  as  to  the  orthography  and  poiiitin|>, 
having,  as  the  summer  came  on,  not  been  showed  iny  for 
a  considerable  while,  und  desiriiig;  the  reason  tliei'eof,  was 
answered,  that  his  vein  never  happily  flowed  but  from  the 
Autumnal  Equinox  to  the  Vernal ;  and  that  whatever  he 
attempted  at  other  times  was  never  tu  his  satisfaction, 
though  he  courted  his  fancy  never  so  much  ;  so  that,  in  all 
the  years  he  was  about  tliis  poem,  he  may  be  said  to  have 
spent  half  his  lime  therein.' 

When  the  plague  (1665)  raged  ii>  London,  Milton  took 
refuge  at  Chalfont  in  Bucks:  where  ^wood,  who  had 
taken  the  house  for  him,  first  saw  a  complete  copy  ol 
Paradise  Lost,  and,  having  perused  it,  said  to  him,  'Thou 
Nast  said  a  great  deal  upon  Paradise  Lost ;  what  hast  tliou 
to  say  upon  Paradise  Found  !" 

Next  year,  when  the  danger  of  iafectiou  had  ceased, 
he  returned  to  Bunhill-fields ;  and  designed  the  publica- 
tion of  his  poem.  A  license  was  neceisair,  and  he  could 
expect  no  great  kindness  from  a  chaplam  of  the  arch- 
bisnop  of  Canterbury.  He  seems,  however,  to  'lave  been 
tieuied  will]  tenderness;  for,  though  objections  were  made 
lo  particular  passages,  and  among  them  lo  llic  simile  of 
(he  sun  echpsed  in  the  first  book,  yet  the  license  was 
l^ranied;  and  he  sold  his  copy,  April  27,  16C7,  to  Samuel 
Simmons,  for  an  immediate  payment  of  five  pounds,  with 
it  Stipulation  to  receive  five  pounds  more  when  tliirteen 
hundred  should  be  sold  of  llie  tirsl  edition ;  and  ngwin 
live  pounds  aFler  the  sale  of  the  same  number  of  the 
second  edilion  ;  and  another  five  pounds  after  the  same 
sale  of  the  third.  None  of  the  three  editions  were  to  be 
extended  beyond  fillcen  hundred  copies. 

The  first  edition  was  of  ten  books,  in  a  small  quarto. 
The  titles  were  varied  from  year  to  year :  and  an  advertise- 
ment and  the  arguments  of  the  books  were  omitted  in 
some  copies,  and  inserted  in  others. 

The  sale  g«ve  him  in  two  years  a  right  to  his  second 
payment,  for  which  the  receipt  was  signed  April  26,  1669. 
The  second  edition  was  not  given  till  1674 ;  it  was  printed 
ia  small  octavo;  and  the  number  of  books  was  increased 
to  twelve,  by  a  division  of  the  seventh  and  twelfth :  and 
some  other  small  improvements  were  made.  The  third 
edition  was  published  in  1676  ;  and  the  widow,  to  whom 
the  copy  was  then  to  devolve,  sold  all  her  claims  lo  Sim- 
mons for  eight  pounds,  according    to    her  receipt  given 


Dee.  21,  16U0.  Siromons  liad  already  agreed  (o  transfer 
'iheirttole  right  to  Btabazon  A yimer  for  twenty-five  pounds, 
•nd  Aylmer  sold  to  Jacob  Tonsou  half,  August  17,  1683 
half.  March  "24,  1690,  at  a  price  considerably  enlarged. 
In  the  history  of  '  Paradise  Lost'  a  riednction  thus  minute 
will  ratfaer  gratify  than  fatig;ue. 

Tlirec  yeara  after  his  '  Paradise  Lost'  (1G67),  he  pub- 

'Etbed  hia   '  History  of  England,'  comprising    the  wliole 

ftible  of  Oeoflery  of  Monmouth,   aod    contiiiued  to  the 

"      3M  Invasbn.     Why  he  should  have  given  the  first 

which  he  seems  not  to  believe,  and  which  is  univer- 

■ally  rejected,  it  is  difliciilt  to  conjecture,     The  style  it 

""irsh;  but  it  has  something  of  rough  vigour,  which  per- 

ipa  may  otlea  strike,  tliough  it  cannot  please. 

The  eame  year  were  printed  '  Paradise  Regained  ;'  and 

fiampsoD  Agonistes,'  a  tragedy  written  in  imitation  of  the 

ienta,  and  never  designed  by  the  author  for  the  stnge. 

these  poems  were  published  by  another  bookseller,  it 

boon  asked  whether  Simmons  was  discouraged  from 

Ming  them  by  the  slow  sale  of  the  former  ?  Wliy  a 

er  csanged  his  bookseller  a  hundred   years  ago,  is  dif- 

icult  to  discover.     Certainly,  he  who  in  two  years  sells 

ibtrt«en  hundred  copies  of  a  volume  in  quarto,  faouj^ht  lor 

two  payments  of  five  pounds  each,  has  no  reason  to  repent 

^  mtchaae. 

Wlien  Milton  showed  '  Paradise  Regained'  to  Elwood, 
Tliis,"  gaid  he,  '  is  owing  to  you ;  for  you  put  it  in  my 
ead  by  the  question  you  put  to  me  at  Chulfont,  which 
Iherwise  1  had  not  thought  of.' 
His  last  poetical  otTspring  was  his  favourite.     He  could 
'   as  Elwood  relates,  endure  to  hear  Paradise  Lost  pre- 
i  to  Paradise  Regained. 
'  His  polemical  disposition  again  revived.     He  had  now 
Wen  safe  so  long,  that  he  forgot  his  fears,  and  published  a 
'Treatise  of  true  Religion,  Heresy,  Schism,  Toleration,  and 
fte  best  Means  to  prevent  the  Growth  of  Popery,' 

He  now  reprinted  his  juvenile  poems,  with  some  ad- 
ditiouR. 

'  In  the  Inst  year  of  his  life  he  sent  to  the  press,  seeming  to 
ake  delight  in  publication,  a  collection  of  Familiar  Epistles 
I  latin  ;  to  which,  being  too  few  to  make  a  volume,  he 
dded  some  academical  exercises,  which  perhaps  he  pe- 
bsed  with  pleasure,  as  they  recalled  to  his  memory  thediiys 
F  youth,  but  for  which,  nothing  but  veneration  for  his 
kme  couUl  now  procure  a  reader. 

'  Wlien  he  had  attained  his  fflj[ty-*iith  year,  the  goiit, 
ntli  whtcli  he  had  been  long  tormented,  prevailed  over  (be 
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cnreebled  powers  of  nature.  He  died  by  a  cjuiot  and 
silent  expiration,  about  Uie  lenlli  of  Novembei,  1674,  at 
his  house  in  Bunhill-lields  ;  and  was  buried  next  hia  father 
in  the  chancel  of  St.  Giles  at  Crippl^:ate.  Hji  fuuend 
was  very  splendidly  and  numerously  attended. 

Upon  his  grave  there  a  supposed  to  have  been  no  me- 
morial ;  but  in  our  lime  a  monument  has  been  erecl«d  in 
Westminater- Abbey  '  To  the  Author  of  Paradise  Lost,'  by 
Mr.  Benson,  who  has  in  tlie  iaecripUoa  bestowed  more 
words  upon  himself  than  upon  Milton, 

When  the  inscription  for  the  monument  of  Phihps,  in 
which  he  wna  said  to  be  soft  Millono  secunduM,  was  ex- 
hibited to  Dr.  Sprat,  then  Dean  of  Westminster,  he  reliised 
to  admit  it ;  the  name  of  Milton  was,  in  hU  opinion,  too 
detestable  to  be  read  on  the  wall  of  a  building  dedicated 
to  devotion.  Atterbury,  who  succeeded  him,  being  author 
of  the  inscription,  pennilled  its  reception.  ■  And  such 
has  been  the  change  of  public  opinion,"  said  Dr.  Gregory, 
that  1  have  seen  erected  in  the  church  a  statue  of  that 
man,  whose  name  1  once  knew  considered  as  a  pollution  of 
its  walls.' 

Milton  has  the  reputation  of  huving  been  in  his  youlfa 
eminently  beautiful,  so  as  to  have  been  called  the  Lady  of 
his  college.  His  hair,  uUich  was  of  a  light  brown,  parted 
at  the  fore-top,  and  hung  down  upon  his  shoulders,  accord- 
ing to  the  picture  which  he  has  given  of  Adam.  He  was, 
however,  not  of  tlie  heroic  stature,  but  rather  below  the 
middle  size,  according  to  Mr.  Richardson,  who  mention» 
him  as  having  narrowly  escaped  from  being  short  and 
thick.  He  was  vigorous  and  active,  and  delighted  in  the 
exercise  of  the  sword,  in  which  he  is  related  to  have  been 
eminently  skilful.  His  weapon  wni,  I  believe,  not  the 
rapier,  but  the  back-sword,  of  which  he  recommends  the 
use  in  his  book  on  Education. 

His  eyes  are  said  never  to  have  been  bright ;  but,  if  h« 
was  a  dexterous  fencer,  tliey  must  have  been  once  quick. 

His  domestic  habits,  so  far  as  they  are  known,  were 
those  of  a  severe  student.  He  drank  little  strong  drink  of 
any  kind,  and  fed  without  excess  in  quantity,  and  in  Ins 
earlier  years  without  delicacy  of  choice.  In  his  youth  Le 
studied  late  at  night;  but  afterwards  changed  his  hoors, 
and  rested  in  bed  from  nine  to  four  in  the  Bummer,  and  five 
in  the  winter.  The  course  of  his  dav  wns  best  known  aft^r 
he  was  blind.  When  he  first  rose,  lie  heard  a  chapter  in 
the  Hebrew  Bible,  and  then  studied  till  twelve ;  tlien  look 
some  exercise  for  an  hour  ;  then  dined,  llien  played  on  the 
organ,  and  sang,  or  heard  another  sing,  then  studied  to 


n  entertained  his  vitiiiuis  till  eig lit ;  tncn  supped, 
ud,  aRer  a  pipe  of  tobacco  and  a  glass  of  water,  went 
to  bed. 

I  ilia  life  described  :  but  tliis  even  lenor  appears 
ittaiuable  only  in  colleges.  He  that  lives  in  the  world  will 
ktnnetinics  liavc  the  succession  of  bis  practice  broken  and 
eonfused.  Visitors,  of  whom  Milton  is  represented  to  have 
tad  great  numbers,  will  come  and  stay  unseasonably ; 
btisiness,  of  which  every  man  has  some,  must  Ix  done 
when  oiliets  will  do  it. 

Wlien  he  did  not  care  to  rise  early,  lie  had  something 
tad  to  bim  by  his  bed-side ;  perhaps  at  this  time  liis 
bugliters  were  employed,  He  composed  much  in  the 
Horning,  and  dictated  in  the  day,  sitting  obliquely  in  an 
llbow-chair,  with  his  leg  thrown  over  the  arm. 
Fortune  appears  not  to  have  had  much  of  his  care.  In 
*  civil  wars  he  lent  his  personal  estate  to  the  PaiUnment : 
It  when,  after  the  contest  was  decided,  he  solicited  repay- 
lent,  he  met  not  only  with  neglect,  but  sharp  rebuke; 
Bid,  having  tired  both  himself  and  his  friends,  was  given 
B  to  poverty  and  hopeless  indignation,  till  he  stiowed  how 
lole  he  was  to  do  greater  service.  He  was  then  made 
l&lia  Secretary,  with  two  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  and 
nd  a  thousand  pounds  for  his  '  Defence  of  the  People.' 
9i»  widow,  who,  after  his  death,  retired  to  Nantwich  in 
dhe«hire,  and  died  about  1729,  is  said  to  have  reporlal 
[  he  tost  two  thousand  pounds  by  entrusting  it  to  a 
Etivencr;  and  that,  in  the  general  depredation  upon  the 
3iurcb,  he  had  grasped  an  estate  of  about  sixty  pounds  a 
"r  belonging  to  Westminster  Abbey,  which,  lie  other 
rcra  of  the  plunder  of  rebellion,  he  was  afterwards 
ibliged  to  return.  Two  thousand  pounds,  which  he  had 
laced  in  the  Excise-oBice,  were  also  lost.  There  is  yet 
O  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  ever  reduced  to  indigence. 
Is  wants,  being  few,  were  competently  supplied.  He  sold 
a  library  before  his  death,  and  left  lus  femily  fifteen  hun- 
m1  pounds,  ou  which  his  widow  laid  hold,  and  only  gave 
e  hundred  to  each  of  his  daughters. 
His  literature  was  unquestionably  great.  He  read  all  the 
Ui^unges  which  are  considered  either  as  learned  or  polite ; 
lebtew,  with  its  two  dialects,  Greek,  Latin,  Itahan,  French, 
nd  Spanish,  In  Lnlin  his  skill  was  such  as  places  him  in 
)  lirst  rank  of  writers  and  critics;  and  he  appears  to 
ve  cultivated  Italian  with  uncommon  dihgence.  The 
oka  in  which  his  daughter,  who  used  to  read  to  him, 
^iresented  him  as  most  delighting,  after  Homer,  which 


16  THE   LIFE   OF   MILTON. 

he  could  almost  repeat,  were  Ovid's  Metamorphoses  und 
Euripides. 

The  highest  praise  of  genius  is  original  invention.  Milton 
cannot  be  said  to  have  contrived  the  structure  of  an  epic 
poem,  and  therefore  owes  reverence  to  that  vigour  and 
amplitude  of  mind  to  which  all  generations  must  be  in- 
debted for  the  art  of  poetical  narration,  for  the  texture  of 
the  fable,  the  variation  of  incidents,  the  interposition  of 
dialogue,  and  all  the  stratagems  that  surprise  and  enchain 
attention.  But,  of  all  the  borrowers  from  Homer,  Milton 
is  perhaps  the  least  indebted.  He  was  naturally  a  tliinker 
for  himself,  confident  of  his  own  abilities,  and  disdainful 
of  help  or  hinderance :  he  did  not  refuse  admission  to  the 
thoughts  or  images  of  his  predecessors,  but  he  did  not 
seek  them.  From  his  contemporaries  he  neither  courted 
nor  received  support ;  there  is  in  his  writings  nothing  by 
which  the  pride  of  other  authors  might  be  gratified,  or 
favour  gained  ;  no  exchange  of  praise,  nor  solicitation  of 
support.  His  great  works  were  performed  under  discounte- 
nance, and  in  blindness ;  but  difficulties  vanished  at  his 
touch ;  he  was  born  for  whatever  is  arduous ;  and  his  work 
is  not  the  greatest  of  heroic  poems,  only  because  it  is  not 
the  first 


THE   VERSE. 


Thb  measure  is  English  heroic  verse  without  rhyme,  as 
that  of  Homer  in  Greek,  and  of  Virgil  in  Latin  ;  rhyme  being 
no  necessary  adjunct,  or  true  ornament  of  poem  or  good 
▼erse,  in  longer  works  especially,  but  the  invention  of  a  bar- 
barous age  to  set  off  wretched  matter  and  lame  metre ;  g^ced 
indeed  since  by  the  use  of  some  famous  modern  poets,' 
carried  a\iay  by  custom,  but  much  to  their  own  vexation, 
hindrance,  and  constraint  to  express  many  things  otherwise, 
and  for  the  most  part  worse,  than  else  they  would  have 
expressed  them.  Not  without  cause  therefore  some,  both 
ItaUan  and  Spanish  poets  of  prime  note,  have  rejected 
rhyme,  both  in  longer  and  shorter  works ;  as  have  long  since 
our  best  English  tragedies,  as  a  thing  of  itself  to  all  judi- 
cious ears,  trivial,  and  of  no  true  musical  delight ;  which 
consists  only  in  apt  numbers,  fit  quantity  of  syllables,  and 
the  sense  variously  drawn  out  from  one  verse  into  another  ; 
not  in  the  jingling  sound  of  like  endings,  a  fault  avoided  by 
the  learned  ancients,  both  in  poetry  and  all  good  oratory. 
This  neglect  then  of  rhyme  so  little  is  to  be  taken  for  a  de- 
fect (though  it  may  seem  so  perhaps  to  vulgar  readers,) 
tliat  it  is  rather  to  be  esteemed  an  example  set,  the  first  in 
English,  of  ancient  liberty  recovered,  to  heroic  poem,  from 
the  troublesome  and  modem  bondage  of  rhyming. 


PARADISE    LOST. 


BOOK  I. 


\ 


i 


I'HE    ARGUMENT. 


The  flnt  Book  proposes,  first  In  brief,  the  whole  sutject  j  Man*i  dis- 
obedience, and  the  loss  thereupon  of  Paradise,  wherein  he  was 
placed :  then  touches  the  prime  cause  of  his  Fall,  the  Serpent,  or 
rather  Satan  In  the  serpent ;  who,  revolting  firom  God,  and  drawing 
to  his  side  many  legions  of  angels,  was,  by  the  command  of  God, 
driven  out  of  heaven,  with  all  his  crew,  into  the  great  deep.  Which 
action  passed  over,  the  Poem  hastens  into  the  midst  of  things, 
presenting  Satan  with  his  angels  now  (klllng  Into  hell,  described 
here,  not  in  the  centre  (for  heaven  and  earth  may  be  supposed  as 
yet  not  naae,  certainly  not  yet  accursed),  but  In  a  place  of  utter 
darkness,  fltUest  called  Chaos :  here  Satan,  with  his  angels,  lying 
on  the  burning  lake,  thtmder-struck  and  astonished,  after  a  certain 
space  recovers,  as  fh>m  conftision }  calls  op  him  who  next  in  order 
and  dignity  lay  by  him.  They  confer  of  their  miserable  fall.  Satan 
awakens  all  his  legions;  who  lay  till  then  in  the  same  manner  con- 
founded. They  rise ;  their  numbers ;  amy  of  battle ;  their  chief 
leaders  named,  according  to  the  idols  known  afterwards  in  Canaan 
and  the  countries  adjoining.  To  these  Satan  directs  his  speech} 
comforts  them  with  hope  yet  of  regaining  heaven  j  but  tells  them 
lastly  of  a  new  world  and  new  Idnd  of  creature  to  be  created,  ac- 
eoeding  to  an  ancient  prophecy  or  report  In  heaven :  for,  that  angels 
were  ong  before  this  visible  creation,  was  the  opinion  of  many 
ancient  Fathers.  To  find  out  the  truth  of  this  prophecy,  and  what 

>  to  determine  thereon,  he  refers  to  a  fldl  council.  What  his  ss* 
sodates  thence  attempt.  Pandemonium,  the  palace  of  Satan,  rises, 
suddenly  built  out  of  the  deep.  The  Infernal  peers  there  sit  In 
eouncil. 


[ 
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Or   Man*8  first  disobedience,  and  the   (ruic 
Of  that  forbidden  tree,  whose  mortal  taste 
Brought  death  into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe. 
With  loss   of   Eden,   till  one   greater  man 
Restore  us,  and  regain  the  blissfiil  seat,  5 

Sing,  heayenly  Muse !  that  on  the  secret  top 
Of  Oreb,   or  of  Sinai,  didst  inspire 
That  shepherd,  who  first  taught  the  chosen  seed, 
In  the  beginnt^,  how  the  Heavens  and  Earth 
Rose  out  of  Qiaos:   or,  if  Sion-hill  10 

Delight  thee  more,  and  Siloa*s  brook,  that  flowed 
Fast  by  the  oracle  of  Grod  ;    I  thence 
Invoke  thy  aid  to  my   adventurous  song. 
That  with  no  middle  flight,  intends  to  soar 
Above  the  Aonian  mount,  while  it  pursues  15 

Things  unattempted  yet  in  prose  or  rhyme. 
And  chiefly  Thou,  O  Spirit !  that  dost  prefer, 
Before  all  temples  the  upright  heart  and  pure, 
Instruct  me,  for  Thou  know'st ;  Thou  from  the  first 
Wast  present,  and,  with  mighty  wings  outspread,  20 

Dove-like,  sat'st  brooding  on  the  vast  abyss. 
And  roadest  it  pregnant :  what  in  me  is  dark, 
Illumine:    what  is  low,  raise  and  support; 
That,  to  the  highth  of  this  great  argument, 
I   may   assert  Eternal   Providence,  25 

And  justify  the   ways   of  God  to   men. 

Say  first,  for  Heaven  hides  nothing  from  thy  view. 
Nor  the  deep  tract  of  Hell ;  say  first,  what  cause 
Moved  our  grand  parents,  in  that  happy  state 
Favoured  of  Heaven  so    highly,    to   fall   off 
From  their  Creator,   and  transgress  his  will. 
For  one  restraint,  lords  of  the  world  besides  ? 
Who  first  seduced  them  to  that  foul  revolt  ? — 
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The  infernal  Serpent !  he  it  was,  whose  guile, 

Stirr*d  up  with  envy  and  revenge,  deceived  35 

The  mother  of  mankind,  what  time  his  pride 

Had  cast  him  out  from  Heaven,  with  all  his  host 

Of  rebel  angels;    by   whose  aid,   aspiring 

To  set  himself  in   glory  above  his   peers. 

He  trusted  to  have  equall'd  the  Most  High,  40 

If  he  opposed;    and,  with  ambitious  aim, 

Against  the  throne  and  monarchy  of  God, 

Raised  impious  war  in  Heaven,  and  battle  proud, 

With  vain  attempt.     Him  the  Almighty  Power 

Hui-rd  headlong,  flaming,  from  the  ethereal  sky,  45 

With    hideous    ruin    and   combustion,  down 

To   bottomless   perdition :    there  to  dwell 

In    adamantine  chains  and   penal  fire. 

Who  durst  defy  the  Omnipotent  to  arms. 

Nine  times  the  space,  that  measures  day  and  night  50 

To  mortal   men,  he   with  his   horrid   crew 

Lay  vanquished,   rolling  in   the   fiery   gulf, 

Confounded,  though  immortal :  but  his  doom 

Reserved  him  to  more  wrath ;  for  now  the  thought 

Both  of  lost  happiness,  and  lasting  pain,  ^5 

Torments  him  :  round  he  throws  his  baleful  eyes. 

That  witnessed  huge  affliction  and  dismay 

Mix*d  with  obdurate  pride  and  stedfast  hate. 

At  once,   as   far  as  angels  ken,   he  views 

The   dismal  situation,  waste   and   wild.  50 

A  dungeon  horrible,  on   all  sides  round. 

As  one  great  furnace,  flamed ;  yet  from  those  flames 

No  light,   but  rather  darkness  visible* 

Served   only  to  discover  sights  of  woe. 

Regions  of  sorrow,  doleful  shades,  where  peace  65 

And  rest  can  never  dwell,  hope  never  comes, 

That  comes  to  all;  but  torture  without  end 

Still  urges,   and  a  fiery  deluge,   fed 

With  ever-burning  sulphur,   unconsumed. 

Such   place  Eternal  Justice  had  prepared  70 

For  those  rebellious  :  here  their  prison  ordain*d 

In   utter  darkness;    and   their   portion  set. 

As  far  removed  from  God  and  light  of  Heaven, 

As  from  the  centre  thrice  to  the  utmost  pole, 

O,  how  unlike  the  place  from  whence  they  fell  1  75 

There  the  companions  of  his  fall,  o*erwhelm'd 

With  floods  and  whirlwinds  of  tempestuous  fire. 

He  soon  discerns ;  and,  weltering  by  his  side. 

One  next  himself  in  power,  and  next  in  crinxe, 

T»ng  after  known  in  Palestine,  and  named  33 


Bwizebub.      To    wham    iha   Arch-Enem\, 
And  thei-.ce  in  Heaven  call'd  Satan,  with  bold  worda, 
Breaking:  the  horrid    silpncL',   llius  began. 
'■  If  thou  beesl  b« ;  but  O,  how  fallen !  how  changed 
From  him,  who,  in  the  happy  realms  of  light, 
C'othed-with  trariBcendent  brightness,  didat  outshine 
Myriads,  [houH^  bright  1  if  he.  who  iiiotiia!  league. 
United   thoughts '  »nd   ctiunsels,  equal  hope 
And    hazard    in   the  glorious   enteq>ri8e. 
Join'd  with  me  once,  now  niiwry  hath  join'd 
ia  equal  ruin  :  into  what  pit,  thou  eeest. 
From  what  bk^hth  fallen  ;  so  mnch  the  stronger  pnived 
He,  with  his  thunder  ;  and  (ill  then  who  knew 
Hie  force  of  those  (lire  arms  *  Yet  not  fbr  those, 
Nor   what  the    potent    Victor,  in   his  rsge 
else  inflict,  do   1  repent,  or  change, 
ich  changed  in  outward  lustre,  that  find  mind, 
And  high  disdnin  from  sense  of  injured  merit, 
Thflt,  with  the  Mightiest,  raised  me  toconlend. 
And,  lo  iKe  fierce  contention,  brought  nloni; 
Innumerable  force  of  spirits  arm'd, 
TItol  durst  dislike  his  reign  ;  and  me  preferfiiig, 
His  utmost  power  with  adverse  power  opposed 
In  dubious  battle,  on  the  pl«ms  of  He«ven, 
And  shook  his  throtte.   Whut  tliu'  the  Held  be  lost  f  ] 

All  is  not  lost :  the  unconquerable  will, 
And  stndy  of  revei>^e,    immortal    hiife, 
And   courage   never   to  submit  or    yield, 
And    nrhot  is   else,   imi    to   be   overt'ome; 
Tliat  glory  never  &iiall  his  wraih  or  mig^ht  | 

Extort  from  me.     To  bow  and  sue  for  grace. 
With  suppliant  knee,  end  deiiy  his  power, 
Wlio.  from   the  terror   of  this   ami,  so  \nle 
Doubted  his  empire:  tlrat  were  low  indeed; 
That  were  an  ignominy  and  ehanrti  beneath  | 

This  downfall :  since  by  fati',  fiie  strength  of  gods 
And   this  empyreal   substance   cannot  fail, 
Bince,  through  e%p*rieiice  of  this  great  event, 
■ms  not  worse,  in  foresight  much  advanced, 
may,  with  more  successful  hope,  ri^olve  I 

wage,  by   force  or   guile,  eternal    wur, 
Irrccoiicilnble   to   our  grand   Poe ; 
Who  now  triuinphc,  and,  in  the  exre.is  of  joy 
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So  spake  the  epostftle  Angel,  though  in  pain, 
annting  aloud,  bnt  rack'd  with  deep  despair  : 
Ihl  htm  thus answiM'd Moon  hia  boldeoApeer. — 
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I 

**  O  Prince !  O  Chief  of  many  throned  Powers !  I 

That    led    the  embattled    Seraphim    to  war  I 

Under  thy  conduct,  and,  in  dreadful  deeds  i^q  ; 

Fearless,  endanger'd  Heaven's  perpetual  King, 
And   put  to   proof  his  high  supremacy, 

Whether  upheld  by  strength,  or  chance,  or  fate ;  \ 

Too   well   I   see  and   rue  the  dire  event,  ■ 

That,  with  sad  overthrow,  and  foul  defeat,  135 

Hath  lost  us  Heaven,  and  all  this  mighty  host, 
In  horrible   destruction,   laid    thus   low, 
As   far  as  gods  and   heavenly   essences 
Can  perish  :  for  the  mind  and  spirit  remains 
Invincible,   and  vigour  soon   returns,  140 

Tliough  all  our  glory'  extinct,  and  happy  state 
Here   swallow'd   up   in   endless   misery. 
But  what  if  he,  our  Conqueror,  whom  I  now 
Of  force  believe  ahnighty,  since  no  less 
Than  such  could  have  o'er-power'd  such  force  as  ours     145 
Have  left  us  this  our  spirit  and  strength  entire. 
Strongly  to  suffer  and    support  our    pains. 
That   we  may   so   suffice   his   vengeful   ire, 
Or  do  him  mightier  service,  as   his  thralls 
By  right  of  war,  whatever  his  business  be ;     '  150 

Here,  in  the  heart  of  Hell,  to  work  in  fire, 
Or  do   his  errands   in   the   gloomy   deep? 
What  can  it  then  avail,  though  yet  we  feel 
Strength  undiminLsh'd,   or  eternal   being 
To   undergo   eternal   punishment?**  l55 

Whereto  with  speedy  words  the  Arch-Fiend  replied. 
''  Fallen  Cherub !    to  be  weak  is  miserable, 
Doing   or  suffering :    but  of  tnis  be  sure,  '        / 

To  do  aught  good  never  will  be  our  task  ;  [ 

But  ever  to   do  ill  our   sole  delight,  1^0 

As   being  the  contrary  to  his  high  will, 
Whom  we  resist.     If  then  his  providence 
Out  of  our  evil  seek  to  bring  forth  good. 
Our   labour  must  be   to  pervert  that   end. 
And  out  of  good  still  to  find  means  of  evil :  ^  ^^ 

Which  oft-times  may  succeed,  so  as  perhaps 
Shall  grieve  him,  if  I  fail  not,  and  disturb 
His  inmost  counsels  from  their  destined  aim. 
But  see !   the   angry  Victor  hath  recalFd 
His    ministers   of  vengeance    and    pursuit  *'" 

Back  to  the  gates  of  Heaven  ;  the  sulphurous  hail 
Shot  after  us  in  storm,  overblown,  hath  laid 
The  fiery  surge,  that,   from  the    precipice 
Of  Heaven,  received  us  falling;  and  the  thunder. 


Wing'il  with  red  lightning  and  impetuous  rage, 
Perhaps  hath  spent  his  shafts ;  and  ceases  now, 
'^o  bellow  through  the  vast  and  boundless  deep. 
l>t  us  not  iHp  the  occagion,  whether  scorn, 

r  satiate  fury,  yield    it  from    out   Foe. 
ieesl  ihou  yon  dreary  plain,  forlorn  and  wild. 
The  seal  of  desolation,  void  of  light, 

ive  what  the  glimmering  of  these  livid  flames 
Ca^ts  pale  and  dreadful?  Thither  let  us  tend. 
From  off  the   tossing  of  these  fiery  waves : 
There  rest,    if  any  rest   can  harbour    there: 
And,  re-assembling  our   afflicted    Powers, 
Consult,  how  we  may  henceforth  most  ofiend 
Our  enemy;    our  own    loss  how  repair; 
How    overcome    this    dire    calamity : 
What  reinforcement  we  may  gain  from  hope ; 
,   what  resolution   from    despair." 
i  Satan,  talking  to  his  nearest  mate. 
With  head  uplift  above  the  wave,  and  eyes 
Tliat  sparkling  bliixed  :  his  other  parts  besides, 
'Prone  on  the  flond,  extended  long  and  large, 
"Lay  floating  many  a  rood  :  in  bulk  as  huge 
;As  whom  the  fables  name  of  monstrous  size, 
Dtanian  or  Eurlli-boru,  that  warr'd  on  Jove  ; 

i   or  Typhon.   whom   the  den 
ly  ancient  Tanvis  held;  or  that  sea-beast 
xvintban,   which    God   of  all    his  works 
treated  hugest,  thai  swim  the  ocean  stream  ; 
1,  haply,  slumbering  on  the  Norway  foam, 
Hie  pilot  of  some  small  night-founder'd  skifF, 
Deeming  some  island,  oH,  as  seamen  tell, 
Willi   fixed   anchor   in  his  scaly   rind, 
HooFB  by  his  side,  under  the  lee,  white  night 
Invests  tlie  sea,  and  wished  morn  delays, 
io  Btretch'd  oul,  huge  in  length,  the  Arch-Fiend  lay, 
[^hsia'd  on  the  burning  lake  :  nor  ever  thence 
lad  risen,  or  heaved  his  head;  but  that  the  will 
Ind  higb  permission  of  all-ruling  Heaven 
"l  him  at  large  to  his  own  dark  designs : 
it,  with   reiterated  crimes,   he  might 
leap  on  himself  damnation,  while  he  sought 
^vi)  to  others;    and  enraged  might  see 

*  all  his  malice  served  but  to  bring  fbrtli 
hfinite  goodness,  grace  and   mercy,  shown 
t>n  man,   by  him   seduced ;    but   on  htmselt 
bt^ble  confusion,  wratli  and  vengeance  pnur'd, 
^mhwilh  upright  Im  renrs,  from  off  the  pool, 
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His  mighty  stature  :  on  each  hand  the  flames. 

Driven  backward ,  slope  their  pointing  spires,  and,  rolled 

In  billows,  leave  in  the  midst  a  horrid  vale. 

Tlien  with  expanded  wings,  he  steers  his  flight  225 

Aloil,  incumbent  on  the  dusky   air. 

That  felt  unusual  weight,  till  on  dry  land 

He  lights ;  if  it  were  land  that  ever  burn'd 

With  solid,  as  the  lake  with  liquid,  Are; 

And  such  appear'd  in  hue,  as  when  the  force  23Q 

Of  subterranean   wind    transports    a    hill, 

Tom  from  Pelorus,  or  the  shatter'd  side  ^ 

Of  thundering  ^tna,  whose  combustible 

And  fueird  entrails,  thence  conceiving  fire, 

Sublimed  with  mineral  fiiry,  aid  the  winds;  235 

And  leave  a  singed  bottom,  all  mvolved 

With  stench  and  smoke    Such  resting  found  the  sole 

Of  unblest  feet.     Him  follow'd  his  next  mate : 

Both  glorying  to  have  'scaped  the  Stygian  flood. 

As  gods,  and  by  their  own  recovered  strength,  240 

Not  by  the  sufferance  of  supernal  Power. 

^*  Is  this  the  region  ?  th:s  the  soil  ?  the  clime, 
(Said  then  the  lost  Arch-angel)  this  the  seat 
That  we  must  change  for  Heaven  ?  this  mournful  glooin 
For  that  celestial  light?  Be  it  so,  since  he,  245 

Who  now  is  Sovereign,  can  dispose  and  bid 
What  shall  be  right :  farthest  from  him  is  best. 
Whom  reason  hath  equall'd,  force  hath  made  supreme 
Above  his  equals.      Farewell,  happy  fields, 
Where  ioy  for  ever  dwells !  Hail,  horrors  !  hail,  250 

Infernal  world !  and  thou,  profoundest  Hell ! 
Receive  thy  new  possessor  :  one,  who  brings 
A  mind  not  to  be  changed  by  place  or  time : 
The  mind  is  its  own  place,  and  in  itself 
Can  make  a  Heaven  of  Hell,  a  Hell  of  Heaven.  255 

What  matter  where,  if  I  be  still  the  same. 
And  what  I  should  be ;  all  but  less  than  He, 
Whom  thunder  hath  made  greater  ?  Here,  at  least 
We  shall  be  fi'ee ;  the  Almighty  hath  not  built      * 
Here  for  his  envy;  will  not  drive  us  hence:  260' 

Here,  we  may  reign  secure ;  and,  in  my  choice. 
To  reign  is  worth  ambition,  though  in  Hell : 
Better  to  reign  in  Hell,  than  serve  in  Heaven. 
But  wherefore  let  we  then  our  faithful  friends. 
The  associates  and  co-partners  of  our  loss,  ^^ 

Lie  thus  astonish'd  on  the  oblivious  pool. 
And  call  them  not  to  share  with  us  their  part 
In  this  unhappy  mansion ;  or,  once  more. 


Wiih  rallied  arms,  to  try  wliat  may  be  yet 
Rcgain'd  ill  Heaven,  or  what  more  lost  in  Hell  f 
So  Satan   spate,   and    liim    Beelzebub 
iiuanswer'd.    "  Leader  of  Uiose  armies  bright 
'liich,  but  the  Omnipotent,  none  could  havefoil'd! 
Fonce  they  hear  that  voice,  their  liveliest  pledge 
*  ho|ie  in  fears  and  dangers,  heard  so  oil 
n  woret  eitremea,  and  on  the  perilous  edge 
'  bottle,    when    it  raged,    in   all   assaults 
K>ii  surest  signal ;  they  will  soon  resume 
Sew  courage  and  revive ;  though  now  Uiey  lie 
Sroveling  and  prostrate,  on  yon  lake  of  fire, 
*  (   «e  erewhtle,  astounded  and  amuxed ; 
J  wonder,  fallea  such  a  pernicious  higlith." 
He  scarce  had  ceased  when  the  superior  Fiend 
Was  moving  toward  llie  sljore :  his  [wnderoua  ahi 
iElhereal  temper,  massy, l.irge,  and  round, 
lehini)  liim  cast :  the  broad  circumference 
lung  on  Lis  shoulders  like  the  moon,  whose  orb 
lirough  opti<7. glass,  the  Tuscan  artist  ?iews 
At  evening  from  liie  top  of  Fesol^, 
*  1  Valdarno,    lo   descry    new   lands, 
tivecft  or  mountaius,  in  her  spotty  globe. 
[is  spear  (to  equal  which  ihe  tallest  pine 
:wii  on  Norwegian  hills,  to  be  the  mast 
some  great  admiral,  were  but  a  wand,) 
!  wiilked  witli,  to  support  uneasy  steps, 
cr  the  burning  marie:  not  like  those  steps 
I   Heaven's  azure;  and   the  torrid   clime 
lote  on  him  dore  besides,  vaulted  with  tire: 
tathlesd  he  so  endured,  till  on  the  heacli 
f  tlmt  inflamed  cea  be  stood;  and  call'd 
lis  legions,  an^l-forms,  who  lay  entranL-ed, 
illiek  as  antumnid  Wves  that  strow  the  hiooks 
a  Vallombrosn,  wUcrc  the  Etrurian  shades, 
ni^li  over-arrh'd  imbower :  or  scat.ter'd  itedge 
Afloat,  when  with  fierce  winds  Orion  arm'd 
Halh  v^'d  the  Red-Sea  coast,  whose  waves  o'er 
^^       is,  and  his  Memphian  chivalry. 

While  wiih  perfidious  hatred  they  pursued 
Pbe  sojourners  of  Goshen,  wlia   beheld, 

I  uie  safe  sliore,  their  floatiua;  carcasses, 
And  broken  diatiot-w heels  :  so  tliick  bestrowrT, 
bject  and  lost  lay  these,  covering  the  florid, 
hder  amazement  of  their  hideous  chang;e. 
•  csU'd  so  loud,  that  all  the  hollow  deep 
r  Hell  nsounded'.   "  Fiincei,  Pobcntntes, 
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Warriors,  the  flower  of  Heaven,  once  yours,  no*  In-i, 
If  Bucli  aBtonialiment  as  this  can  seize 
Eternal  Spirits ;  or  have  ye  chosen  this  place, 
AAer  the   toil   of  battle,   to    repose 
Your  wearied  virtue,  for  the  ease  you  6nd 
To  slumber  here,  ns  in  tie  vales  of  Heiiven! 
Or,  in    this  abject  posture,  have  ye  sworn 
To  adore  the  Conqueror '(  who  now  beholds 
Cherub   and    Seraph,    rolling  in  the   flood, 
Wiih  scattered  arms  and  enaigna ;  till  anon 
His  swid  pursuers,  from  Heaven-gates  discern 
The  advantage ;  and,  descending  tread  ua  down 
Thus  drooping;  or,  with  linked  thunderbolts 
Transfix  us    to  the   bottom    of  this   gulf. 
Awake !    arise !    or  be  for  ever  fallen !" 

They  heard,  &  were  abash'd,  &  up  they  sprung 
Upon  the  wing  ;  as  when  men  wont  to  watch 
On  duty,  sleeping  found  by  whom  they  dread. 
House  and  bestir  themselves,  ere  well  awake. 
Nor  did  they  not  perceive  the  evil  plight 
In  which  they  were,  or  the  fierce  pains  not  feel ; 
Yet  to  their  GenerHl's  voice  they  soon  obey'd; 
Innumerable.     As  when  the  potent  rod 
Of  Amram's  son,  in  '^jpt's  evil  day. 
Waved  round  the  coast,  up call'd  a  pitchy  cloud 
'   Of  locusts,  warping  on   the  eastern  wind. 
That,  o'er  the  realm  of  impious  Pharaoh  hung, 
Like  night,  and  darken 'd  all  the  land  of  Nile  : 
So  numberless  were  those  bad  Angels  seen 
Hovering  on  wing  under  the  cope  of  Hell, 
'Twixt  upper,  nether,  aod  surrounding  fires; 
Till,  as  a  signal  given,  the  uplifted  spear 
Of  their  great  Sultan,  waving  to  direct 
Their  course,  in  even  balance  down  they  light 
On  the  firm  brimstone,  and  till  all  the  plain  : 
A  multitude,  like  which  the  papulous  North 
Pour'd  never  from  her  frozen  loin>.,  to  pass 
Rhene  or  the  Danaw ;  when  her  barbarous  sons 
Came,  like  a  deluge,  on  the  South,  and  spread 
Beneath  Gibraltar  to  the  Dbyan   sands. 
Forthwith,  from  every  squadron,  and  each  band, 
Tiie  heads  and  leaders  thither  haste,  where  stood 
Their  great  Commander ;  godlike  shapes  and  forms 
Excelling   human ;    princely   Di};nities  ; 
And  Powers  that  erst  in  Heaven  sat  on  thrones  ; 
Though  of  their  names  in  heavenly  recoixls  now 
Bo  no  memorial ;  bh>tied  out,    and    rased. 
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Bt   tbei:   rebellion,   from    the  book   of  life. 
Nor  had  tliey  yet,  among  the  sons  of  Eve, 
Got  tliem  new  names :  till,  wandering  o'er  the  eartb. 
Through  God's  lugh  sufTerance,  for  the  trial  of  man. 
By  fuliittes  and  lies,  the  greatest  part 
Of  mankind   tliey   eomipted,    to  forsake 
God   their  Creator,    and   the  invisible 
Glory  of  Him  that  made  them  ;  lo  transform 
Oft  to    the   image  of  a  brute,    adorn'd 
With  gay  religions,  full  of  pomp  and  gold, 
And  deviU   to   adore   for    Deities : 
'  Then  were  they  known  to  men,  by  various  names. 
And  various  idols,  through  the  Heathen  world. 
Say,  Muse,  their  names  then  known,  who  6rst,  who  list, 
Roused  from  the  slumber,  on  that  fiery  couch, 
At  their  great  Emperor's  call,  as  next  in  worth. 
Came  singly,  where  he  stood  on  the  bare  strand, 
%riule  the  promiscuous  crowd  stood  yet  aloof. 
The  chief  were  those,  who,  from  the  pit  of  Hell, 
Roaming  to  seek  their  prey  on  earth,  durst  fii: 
Theif  seats,  long  after  nc»t  the  seat  of  God, 
Their  altars  by  his  altar;    (gods  adored 
Among  the  nations  round ;)  and  durst  abide  ; 

Jehovah  thundering  out  of  Sion,  throned 
Between  the  Cherubim :  yea,  oi^en  placed 
Within   his  sanctuary   itself,   their  shrines. 
Abominations :    and,   with   cursed   things. 
His  holv  rites  and  solemn  fensts  profaned  ;  i 

And  witJi  their  darkness  durst  affront  las  light. 
First  Moloch,  horrid  king,  besmear'd  witli  blood 
Of  human  sacrifice,   and   parents'   tears : 
Tliough,  for  thenoiseof  drums  and  timbrels  loud, 
Ttieirchildren'scries  unhe3ird,lhat  pass'd  through  lire    i 
To  his  grim    idol.     Him  the  Ammonite 
Worahipp'd  in  Rabba  and  her  watery   plain, 
lo  ArgoD  and   in  Basan,  to  the  stream 
Of  utmost  Arnon.    Nor  content  with  such 
Audacious    neighbourhood,    the    wisest  heart  4 

Of  Solomon  he  led,  by  fraud,  to  build 
His  temple,  right  against  the  temple  of  God 
On  that  upprobrioua  hill ;  and  made  his  grove 
The  pleasant  valley  of  Hinnom  :  Topbet  thence 
And  black  Gehenna  call'd,  the  type  of  Hell.  4 

Neit  Chemos,  the  obscene,  dread  of  Moab's  soni, 
From  Aroer  to   T^ebo,   and   the  wild 
Of  wuthmost   Abarim :    in    Hesebon 
And  Horonaim,  Seon's  realm,   beyond 
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The  flowery  dale  of  dibma,  clad  with  vines,  ^^q 

And   £leal6   to   the  Asphaltic  pool: 

Peor  his  other  name,    when  he  enticed 

Israel,  in  Sittim,  on  their  march  from  Nile, 

To  do  him  wanton  rites,  which  cost  them  woe. 

Yet  thence  his  lustful  orgies  he  enlarged,  415 

Even  to  that  hill  of  scandal,  by  the  grove 

Of  Moloch,  homicide ;   lust  hard  by  £ite : 

Till  good  Josiah  drove  them  thence  to  Hell. 

With  these  came  they,  who,  from  the  bordering  flood     '  ' 

Of  old  Euphrates,  to  the  brook  that  parts  4^ 

Egypt  from  Syrian  ground,  had  general  names 

Of  Baalim  and   A^taroth;    those  male, 

These  feminine :  for  Spirits,  when  they  please, 

Can   either  sex  assume,  or  both;    so   soft 

And  uii compounded  is  thehr  essence  pure  :  425 

Not  tied  or  manacled  with  joint  or  limb. 

Nor  founded  on  the  brittle  strength  of  bones, 

Like  cumbrous  flesh  ;   but,  in  what  shape  they  chooJ3. 

Dilated  or  condensed,  bright  or  obscure. 

Can   execute  their   airy  purposes,  430 

And  works   of  love   or  enmity   fulfil. 

For  those  the  race  of  Israel  oft  forsook 

Their  living  Strength,  and  unfrequented  left 

His  righteous  altar,    bowing  lowly   down 

To  bestial  gods :  for  which  their  heads,  as  low  435 

Bow*d  down  in  battle,  sunk  before  the  spear 

Of  despicable  foes.     With  these  in  troop 

Came  Astoreth,  whom  the  Phoenicians  call'd 

Astart6,  queen  of  Heaven,  with  crescent  horns : 

To  whose  bright  image  nightly  by  the  moon,  440 

Sidonian  virgins  paid  their  vows  and  songs: 

In   Sion   also  not  unsung,  where  stood 

Her  temple,  on  the  offensive  mountain,  built 

By  that  uxorious  king,  whose  heart,  though  large, 

Beguiled   by   fair   idolatresses,   fell  445 

To  idols  foul.    Thammuz  came  next  behind, 

Whose  annual  wound,  in  Lebanon,  allured 

The  Syrian  damsels  to  lament  his  fate, 

In  amorous  ditties,  all  a  summer's  day ; 

While  sniooth  Adonis  from  his  native  rock,  450 

Ran  purple  to  the  sea,  supposed  with  blood 

Of  Thammuz  yearly  wounded :  the  love-tale 

Infected  Sion's  daughters,  with  Uke  heat; 

Whose  wanton  passions,  in  the  sacred  porch, 

Ezekiel   saw,  when,   by   the  vision   led,  455 

His  eye  surveyed   the  dark   idolatries 
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Of  alienated  Judah.      Next  came  one 

Who  mourn'd  in  earnest,  when  the  captive  ark 

Maim'd  his  brute  image,  head  and  hands  lopt  off. 

In  his  own  temple,  on  the  groundsiUedge,  4^ 

Where  he  fell  flat,  and  shamed  his  worshippers  : 

Dagon  his  name,  sea-monster,  upward  man 

And  downward  fish :  yet  had  his  temple,  high 

Rear'd  in  Azotus,  dreaded  through  the  coast 

Of  Palestine,  in  Gath  and  Ascalon,  4G5 

And  Accaron  and  Gaza's  frontier  bounds. 

Hftn  follow'd  Rimmon,  whose  delightful  seat 

Was  feir  Damascus^  on  the  fertile  banks 

Of  Abbana  and  Pharphar,  lucid  streams. 

He  also  against  the  house  of  God  was  bold  :  470 

A  leper  once  he  lost,  and  gain*d  a  king, 

Ahaz,  hb  sottish  conqueror,  whom  he  drew 

God's  altar  to  disparage,  and  displace 

For  one  of  Syrian  mode ;  whereon  to  burn 

His  odious  onerings,  and  adore  the  gods,  "^75 

Whom  he  had  vanquished.  AfUr  these  appeared 

A  crew,  who,  under  names  of  old  renown, 

Osiris,  Isis,   Onis,  and  their  train. 

With  monstrous  shapes  and  sorceries,  abused 

Fanatic  Egypt  and  her  priests,  to  seek  4^^^) 

Their  wandermg  gods,  disguised  in  brutish  forms, 

Rather  than  human.     Nor  did  Israel  'scape 

Fhe  infection,  when  their  borrow*d  gold  composed 

The   calf  in  Oreb;    and   the    rebel    king 

Doubled  that  sin  in  Bethel  and  in  Dan,  485 

Likening    his    Maker  to   the   grazed   ox; 

Jehovah,  who,  in  one  night,  when  he  pass'd 

From  £;iypt  marching,  equalled,  with  one  stroke, 

Both  her  first-bom,  and  all  her  bleating  gods. 

Belial  came  last,  than  whom  a  Spirit  more  lewd  4,40 

Pell  not  from  Heaven,  or  more  gross,  to  love 

Vice  for  itself;    to    him   no  temple  stood, 

Or  altar  smoked ;  yet  who  more  oft,  than  he, 

In  temples  and  at  altars,  when  the  priest 

Turns  atheist,  as  did  £li*s  sons,  who  fill'd  495 

With  lust  and  violence  the  house  of  God  ? 

In   courts   and   palaces   he    also   reigns. 

And  in  luxurious  cities,  where  the  noise 

Of  riot  ascends,  above  their  loftiest  towers, 

And  injury  and  outrage :  and  when  night  500 

Darkens  the  streets,  then  wander  forth  the  sons 

Of  Belial,  flown  with  insolence  and  wine. 

Witness  the  streets  of  Sodom,  and  that  night 
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In   Gibeah,   when   the  hospitable   door 

Exposed  a  matron  to  avoid  worse  rape  595 

These  were  the  prime  in  order  and  in  might : 

The  rest  were  long  to  tell,  though  far  renown'd: 

The  Ionian  Grods,  of  Jairan's  issue,    held 

Gods,  yet  confess'd  later  than  Heaven  and  Earth, 

Their  boasted  parents :  Titan,  Heaven's  first-bom ,  510 

With  his  enormous  brood,  and  birth-right  seized 

By  younger  Saturn ;  he,  from  mightier  Jove, 

His  own  and  Rhea's  son,  hke  measure  found : 

So  Jove  usurping  reignM.  These,  first  in  Crete 

And  Ida  known,  thence,  on  the  snowy  top  515 

Of  cold  Olympus,  ruled  the  middle  aur. 

Their  highest  Heaven ;  or,  on  the  Delphian  cliff. 

Or  in  Dodona,  and  through  all  the  bounds 

Of  Doric  land ;    or,  who  with  Saturn  oldf 

Fled  over  Adria  to  the  Hesperian  fields,  520 

And  o'er  the  Celtic  roam'd  the  utmost  isles. 

All  these,  and  more,  came  flocking;  but  withlooks 
Down-cast  and  damp;  yet  such  wherein  appeared 
Obscure  some  glimpse  of  joy ,  to  have  found  their  chief. 
Not  in  despair,  to  have  found  themselves  not  lost  525 

In  loss  itself;  which  on  his  countenance  cast 
Like  doubtful  hue  :  but  he,  his  wonted  pride 
Soon  recollecting,  with  high  words,  that  bore 
Semblance  of  worth,  not  substance,  gently  raised 
Their  fainting  courage,  and  dispelled  their  fears.  530 

Then  straight  commands,  that,  at  the  warlike  sound 
Of  trumpets  loud,  and  clarions,  be  uprear'd 
His  mighty  standard.  That  proud  honour  claim'd 
Azazel    as    his    right,   a    Cherub  tall; 
Who  forthwith,  from  the  glittering  staff,  unfurl'd  535 

The  imperial  ensign  ;  which,  full  high  advanced. 
Shone,  hke  a  meteor,  streaming  to  the  wind, 
With  gems  and  golden  lustre  rich  imblazed. 
Seraphic  arms  and  trophies;  all  the  while 
Sonorous   metal    blowing  martial   sounds:  540 

At   which   the   universal  host   up -sent 
A  shout  that  tore  Hell's  concave ;  and  beyond, 
Frighted  the  reign  of  Chaos  and  old  Night. 
All  in  a  moment,  through  the  gloom,  were  seen 
Ten  thousand   banners   rise   into   the   air,  545 

With  orient  colours  waving :  with  them  rose 
A  forest  huge  of  spears ;  ana  thronging  helms 
Appear'd,  and  serried  shields,  in  thick  array. 
Of  depth  immeasurable.    Anon  they  nu>ve 
In  perfect    phalanx,  to   the   Dorian    mood  550 


or  flutes  and  soft  recorders ;  such  as  raised 
To    highth  of  noblest   temper,   heroes  old. 
Arming    to    battle;    and,    instead    of    rage, 
Deliberate  vak>ur  breathed,  firm,  and  unmoved 
With  dread  of  death,  to  flight  or  foul  retreat ; 
Nor  wanting  power  to  mitigate  and  swage, 
With  solemn  tuuches,  troubled  thoughts,  and  chase 
Anguish,anddoubt,aiidrear,and  sorrow, and  pain 
From  mortal  or  immortal  minds.     Thus  tliey, 
Breathing  united  force,  with  fixed  tliuuglit. 
Moved  on  in  silence  to  sod  pipes,  that  charm 'd 
Tlieii  painful  steps  o'et  the  burnt  soil:  and  now 
Advanced  in  view  they  stand,  a  horrid  Iront 
or  dreadful  length,  and  dazzling  arms,  in  guise 
Of  warriors  old,  witli  order'd  spear  and  shield  ; 
Awaiting  what  command  their  mighty  Chief 
Hnd  to  mipose.    He.  through  the  armed  files 
Darts  his  experienced  eye  ;  and  soon  traverse 
Tlie  whole  battalion  views ;  theif  order  due ; 
Their  visages  and  stature,  as  of  Gods  : 
Tlieirnumberlasthe  sums.  And  now  liis  heart 
Distends  with  pride,  and,  hardening  in  his  strength, 
Gloriea :  for  never,  since  created  man, 
Met  such  tmbodied  force,  as,  named  with  these, 
Could    merit   moic   than    that  small    infantry 
Warr'd  on  by  cranes  ;  though  all  the  giunt-brood 
Of  Phlegra,  with  the  heroic  race,  were  join'd, 
TliDt  fought  at  Thebes  und  Uium,  on  each  side 
Mix'd  with  auxilinr  Gods;  and  what  resounds 
In   fable   or  romance,    of  Other's   son. 
Begirt  with  British,  and  Armoric  knights: 
had   all,  who   since,   baptized  or   infidel. 
Jousted    in   Aspramont,  or   Moiitiilbun. 
Damasco,   or    Alotocco,   or  Tf:;bisond ; 
Or.    whom  Bisertu   sent  from   Afric  shore. 
When  Cb>rlemain.    with   all    Lis  peerage,   fell, 
By  Fotitarabia.     Thus   far  these   beyond 
Compare   of  inoital  prowess,  yel   observed 
Their  dread   Commander.     He,    above   the   lest 
In    shape   and    gesture    proudly   eminent, 
Stood  like  a  tower :  his  form  had  yet  not  lost 
All    her   uiit;lna!    brigliWess ;    nor    appeiir'd 
Less  than  Arch-angel  niin'd,  and  the  excess 
Of  gloty  obscured:  as  nhen  the  sun,  new  risen. 
Looks  through  the  horizontal  misty  air, 
Shorn  of  his  beams,  or,  from  behiud  the  moon, 
In  dim  i-clipse,  disastrous  twilight  sheds 
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On  half  the  nations,  and  with  fear  of  change 

Perplexes  monarchs.     Darkened  so,  j^et  shone/ 

Above  them  all  the  Arch-angel :  but  his  face  600 

Deep  scars  of  thunder  l)ad  intrenched ;  and  care 

Sat  on  his  faded  cheek,  but  under  brows 

Of  dauntless  courage,  and  considerate  pride ; 

Waiting  revenge.    Cruel  his  eye,  but  cast 

Signs  of  remorse  and   passion,   to  behold  605 

The  fellows  of  his  crime,  the  followers  rather, 

Far  other  once  beheld  in  bliss,  condemn'd 

For  ever  now  to  have   their  lot  in   pain  : 

Millions  of  Spirits,   for  his  fault,   amerced 

Of  Heaven,  and  from  eternal  splendors  flung,  610 

For  his  revolt :  yet  faith^l  how  they  stood. 

Their  glory  wither'd :  as  when  Heaven's  fire 

Hath  scath'd  the  forest  oaks,  or  mountain  pines, 

With  singed  top,  their  stately  growth,  though  bare 

Stands  on  the  blasted  heath.     He  now  prepared  615 

To  speak ;  whereat,  their  doubled  ranks  they  bend, 

From  wing  to  wing,  and  half  inclose  him  round, 

With  all  his  peers:  attention  held  them  mute. 

Thrice  he  essay'd,  and  thrice,  in  spite  of  scorn. 

Tears,  such  as  angels  weep,  burst  forth.  At  last  620 

Words,  interwove  with  sighs,  found  out  their  way. 

**  O  Myriads  of  immortal  Spirits !   O  Powers  ! 
Matchless,  but  with  the  Almighty ;  and  that  strife 
Was  not  inglorious,  though  the  event  was  dire. 
As  this  place  testifies,  and  this  dire  change,  625 

Hateful  to  utter :  but  what  power  of  mind, 
Foreseeing  or   presaging,   from    the  depth 
Of  knowledge,  past  or  present,  could  have  fear'd. 
How  such  united  force  of  Grods,  how  such 
As  stood  like  these,  could  ever  know  repulse  ?  630 

For  who  can  yet  believe,  though  after  loss, 
That  all  thei^e  puissant  legions,  whose  exile 
Hath  emptied  Heaven,  shall  fail  to  re-ascend. 
Self-raised,  and  re-possess  their  native  seat? 
For  me,  be  witness  all  the  host  of  Heaven,  635 

If  counsels   different,  or   danger   shunn'd 
By  me,  have  lost  our  hopes.     But  he,  who  reigns 
Monarch   in  Heaven,  till  then,  as  one  secure. 
Sat  on   his  throne,  uplield   by  old  repute. 
Consent  or  custom,    and  his  regal   state,  640 

Put  forth  at  full,  but*still  his  strength  conceaFd; 
Which  tempted  our  attempt,  and  wrought  our  fall. 
Henceforth  his  might  we  know,  and  know  our  own ; 
So  as  not  either  to  provoke,  or  dread. 
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New  war,  provoked  :  our  better  part  remains,  ^45 

To  work  in  close  design,  by  fraud  or  guile, 

What  force  effected  not;  that  he  no  less 

At  length  from  us  may  find,  who  overcomes 

By   force,   hath   overcome   but  half  his  foe. 

Space  may  produce  new  worlds ;  whereof  so  rife  650 

There  went  a  fame  in  Heaven  that  he  ere  long 

Intended  to  create;  and  therein  plant 

A  generation,  whom  his  choice  regard 

Should  favour  equal  to  the  sons  of  Heaven. 

Thither,  if  but  to  pry,  shall   be  perhaps,  655 

Our  first  eruption ;   thither  or  elsewhere  : 

For   this  infernal  pit  shall   never  hold 

Celestial   spirits  in  bondage,   nor  the  abyss 

Long  under  darkness  cover.  But  these  thoughts 

Full  counsel  must  mature  :  peace  is  despair'd  ;  660 

For  who  can  think  submission  ?  War  then,  war. 

Open   or  understood,   must  be  resolved." 

He  spake :  and,  to  confirm  his  words,  out-flew 
Millions  of  flaming  swords,  drawn  from  the  thighs 
Of  mighty  Cherubim.   The  sudden   blaze  665 

Far  rouna  illumined  Hell :  highly  they  raged 
Against  the  Highest;  and  fierce,  with  grasped  arms, 
Clash'd,  on  their  sounding  shields  the  din  of  war, 
Hurling  defiance  toward  the  vault  of  Heaven. 

There  stood  a  hill  not  far,  whose  grisly  top  670 

Belch 'd  fire  and  rolling  smoke ;  the  rest  entire 
Shone  with  a  glossy  scurf;  undoubted  sign. 
That,  in   his  womb,   was  hid   metallic  ore, 
The  work  of  sulphur.  Thither,  wing'd  with  speed, 
A  numerous  brigade  hasten'd  :  as 'when  bands  675 

Of  pioneers,  with  spade  and  pick -axe  arm'd, 
Forerun   the  royal  camp,  to   trench   a  field, 
Or  cast  a  rampart.     Mammon  led  them  on ; 
Mammon,  the  least  erected  Spirit,  tliat  fell 
From  Heaven ;  for,  e*en  in  Heaven,  his  looks  and  ttioup^hts 
Were  always  downward  bent,  admiring  more  681 

The  riches  of  Heaven's  pavement,  trodden  gold, 
Than  aught,  divine  or  holy,  else  enjoy'd 
In   vision   beatific.    By  him    first 

Men    also,   and   by  his   suggestion   taught,  685 

Ransack'd  the  centre,  and,  with  impious  hands. 
Rifled  the  bowels  of  their  moth'^r  Earth 
For  treasures,  better  hid.     Soon  had  his  crew 
Opcn'd,   into   the  hill,   a  spacious  wound, 
And  digged  out  ribs  of  gold.     Let  none  admire,  690 

Tiiat  riches  grow  in  Hell ;  that  soil  may  best 

p  '2 
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Deserve  the  precious  bane.  And  here  let  those. 
Who  boast  in  mortal  things,  and  wondering,  tell 
Of  Babel,  and  the  works  of  Memphian  kings. 
Learn,  how  their  greatest  monuments  of  fame,  695 

And  strength,  and  art,  are  easily  out-done 
By   Spirits  reprobate;  and   in   an   hour, 
What  in  an  age,  they,  with  incessant  toil. 
And  hands  innumerable,  scarce  perform. 
Nigh  on  the  plain,  in  many  cells  prepared,  700 

That  underneath  had   veins   of  liquid   fire 
Slatced  from  the  lake,  a  second  multitude 
With  wondrous  art,  founded  the  massy  ore. 
Severing  each  kind,  and  scummed  the  bullion  dross 
A  third  as  soon  had  form'd,  within  the  ground  705 

A  various  mold,  and  from  the  boiling  cells, 
By  strange  conveyance,  filFd  each  hollow  nook  ; 
As  in  an  organ,  from  one  blast  of  wind. 
To  many  a  row  of  pipes,  the  sound-board  breathes. 
Anon,   out  of  the   earth,  a  fabric  huge  710 

Rose,  like  an  exhalation,  with  the  sound 
Of  dulcet  symphonies,  and  voices  sweet ; 
Built  like  a  temple,  where  pilasters  round 
Were  set,  and   Doric  pillars  overlaid 
With  golden  architrave :  nor  did  there  want  '^^ 

Cornice  or  frieze,  with  bossy  sculptures  graven ; 
The  roof  was  fretted  gold.     Not  Babylon, 
Nor  great  Alcairo,   such  magnificence 
Equaird,    in   all  their  glories,   to   enshrine 
Belus  or  Serapis   their  Gods;   or  seat  720 

Their  kings,  when  Egypt  with  Assyria  strove 
In  wealth  and  luxury.     The  ascending  pile 
Stood  fix'd  her  stately  hightli :  and  straight  the  doors. 
Opening  their  brazen  folds,  discover  wide 
Within,  her  ample  spaces,  o'er  the  smooth  725 

And  level  pavement.    From  the  arched  roof. 
Pendant  by  subtle  magic,  many  a  row 
Of  starry  lamps,  and  blazing  cressets,  fed 
With  naphtha  and  asphaltus,  yielded    light, 
'  As   from   a  sky.     The  hasty   multitude  730 

Admiring  entered  ;  and  the  work  some  praise, 
And  some  the  architect :  his  hand  was  known 
In  Heaven,  by  many  a  tower'd  structure  high. 
Where  scepter*d  angels  held  their  residence. 
And  sat  as  princes  ;  whom  the  Supreme  King  ^^^ 

Exalted  to  such  power,  and  gave  to  rule, 
Each  in  his  hierarchy,  the  orders  bright. 
Nor   was  his   name   unheard,   or  unadored 
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In  ancient  Greece;    and,   in   Ausonian   land. 

Men  call'd  him  Mulciber ;    and   how   he  fell  740 

From  Heaven,  they  fabled,  thrown  by  angry  Jove, 

Sheer  o'er  the  crystal  battlements  :  from  morn 

To  noon  he  fell,  from  noon  to  dewy  eve, 

A  summer's  day ;  and  with  the  setting  sun 

Dropt  from  the  zenith,  like  a  falling  star,  745 

On  Lemnos,  the  .£gean  isle.   Thus  they  relate. 

Erring;   for   he,   with  this  rebellious   rout. 

Fell  long  before ;  nor  aught  availed  him  now 

To  have  built,  in  Heaven,  high  towers ;  nor  did  he  *  scape 

By  all  his  engines :  but  was  headlong  sent,  750 

with  his  industrious  crew,  to  build  m  Hell. 

Mean  while  the  winged  heralds,  by  command 
Of  sovereign  power,  with   awful  ceremony, 
And  trumpets'  sound,  throughout  the  host,  proclaim 
A  solemn  council,  forthwith  to  be  held  755 

At  Pandemonium,   the   high   capital 
Of  Satan  and  his  peers.     Their  summons  caird 
From  every  band  and  squared  regiment. 
By  place  or  choice  the  worthiest.  They  anon, 
With  hundreds  and  with  thousands  trooping,  came  ^GO 

Attended  :  all  access  was  throng'd.  The  gates 
And  porches  wide,  but  chief  the  spacious  hall, 
Though  like  a  cover 'd  Beld.  where  champions  bold 
Wont  ride  in  arm*d,  and  at  the  Soidan  s  phair 
Defied  the  best  of  Panim  chivalry  765 

To  mortal  combat,  or  career  with  lance 
Thick  swarm 'd,  both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air, 
Brush'd  with  the  hiss  of  rustline  wings.     As  bees 
In  sprinof-time,  when  the  sun  with  Taurus  rides, 
Pour  forth  their  populous  youth  about  the  hive  770 

In  clusters  :  they  among  fresh  dews  and  flowers 
Fly  to  and  fro,  or,  on  the  smoothed  plank, 
The  suburb  of  their  straw-built  citadel, 
New  nibbed  with  balm,  expatiate,  and  confer    • 
Their  state  affairs.     So  thick  the  airy  crowd  775 

Swarm'd,  and  were  straiten'd ;  till,  the  signal  given, 
Behold  a  wonder !  Tliey  but  now  who  seem'd 
In  bieness  to  surpass  Earth's   giant  sons. 
Now  less  than  smallest  dwarfs,  in  narrow  room 
Throng  numberless ;  like  that  pygmean  race  780 

Beyond  the  Indian  mount:  or  faery  elves, 
I        Whose  midnight  revels,  by  a  forest- side, 
•        Or  fountain,  some  belated  peasant  sees, 
i        Or  dreams  he  sees,  while  over-head  the  moon 
!       Sits  arbitress;  and,  nearer  to  the  earth,  785 
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Wheels  her  pale  course  :  they,  on  their  mirth  and  dance 

Intent,  with  jocund  music,  charm  his  ear  : 

At  once  with  joy  and  fear  his  heait  rebounds. 

Thus  incorporeal  Spirits  to  smallest  forms 

Reduced  their  shapes  immense ;  and  were  at  large,  790 

Though  without  number,  still  amidst  the  hall 

Of  that   infernal  court.     But  far  within, 

And,  in  their  own  dimensions,  Uke  themselves, 

The  great  Seraphic  Lords  and  Cherubim 

In   close  recess,   and  secret  conclave,  sat;  795 

A  thousand   Demi-gods,   on  golden   seats. 

Frequent  and  full.     After  short  silence  then, 

And  summons  read,  tiie  great  consult  began 


PARADISE   LOST. 

UUUK  IL 


THE    ARGUMENT. 


tn  gnard  thrm  j  by 


PARADISE    LOST. 


BOOK    II. 


xliOH  on  a  throne  of  royal  state,  which  far 
Outshone  the  wealth  of  Ormus  and  of  Ind, 
Or,  where  the  gorgeous  East,  with  richest  hand^ 
Showers  on  her  kings  barbaric  pearl  and  gold, 
Satan  exalted  sat;   by  merit  raised 
To  that  bad  eminence ;  and,  from  despair, 
Thus  high  uplifted  beyond  hope,  aspires 
Beyond  thus  high,   insatiate  to   pursue 
Vain  war  with  Heaven,  and  by  success  untaught. 
His  proud  imaginations  thus  displayed : 

"  rowers  and  Dominions !  Deities  of  Heaven  I 
For  since  no  deep  within  her  gulf  can  hold 
Immortal  vigour,  though  oppress'd  and  falKn, 
I  give  not  Heaven  for  lost.     From  this  descent 
Celestial  virtues  rising,  will  appear 
More  glorious,  and  more  dread,  than  from  no  fall 
And  trust  thanselves,  to  fear  no  second  fate. 
Me,  though  just  right,  and  the  fix*d  laws  of  Heaven, 
Did  first  create  your  leader,  next  free  choice, 
With  what  besides,  in  counsel  or  in  fight. 
Hath  been  achieved  of  merit ;  yet  this  loss. 
Thus  far  at  least  recovered,  hath  much  more 
Establish'd,  in  a  safe  unenvied  throne. 
Yielded  with  full  consent.     The  happier  state 
In  Heaven,  which  follows  dignity,  might  draw 
Envy  from     each   inferior ;    but  who  here 
Win  envy,  whom  the  highest  place  exposes, 
Foremost  to  stand  against  the  Thunderer's  aim, 
Your  bulwark,  and  condemns  to  greatest  share 
Of  endless  pain  ?  Where  there  is  then  no  good 
For  which  to  strive,  no  strife  can  grow  up  there 
Prom  faction ;  for  none,  sure,  will  claim  in  Hell 
Precedence ;  none,  whose  portion  is  so  small 
Of  present  pain,  that  with  ambitious   mind 
Will  covet  more.     With  this  advantage  then 
To  union,  and   firm   faith,   and   firm  accord. 
More  than  can  be  in  Heaven,  we  now  return, 
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To  claim   our  just   inheritance  of  old ; 

Surer  to   prosper,   than  prosperity 

Could  hav  •  assured  us ;  and,  by  what  best  way,  40 

Whether  of  open  war,   or   covert  guile, 

We  now  debate  :  who  can  advise  may  speak." 

He  ceased  ;  and  next  him  Moloch,  sceptred  king, 
Stood  up ;  the  strongest  and  the  fiercest  Spirit 
That  fought  in  Heaven,  now  fiercer  by  despair.  45 

His  trust  was  with  the  Eternal  to  be  deem'd 
Equal   in   strength ;  and  rather  than  be   less. 
Cared  not  to  be  at  all;  with  that  care  lost, 
Went  all  his  fear;  of  God,  or  Hell,  or  worse. 
He  reck*d  not ;  and  these  words  thereafter  spake  :  50 

'*  My  sentence  is  for  open  war :  of  wiles. 
More  unexpert,  I  boast  not:  them  let  those 
Contrive  who  need,  or  when  they  need,  not  now. 
For,  while  they  sit  contriving,  shall  the  rest. 
Millions  that  stand  in  arms,  and  longing  wait  55 

The   signal   to   ascend,  sit    lingering^   here. 
Heaven's  fugitives,  and  for  their  dwelling-piace 
Accept  this  dark  opprobrious  den  of  shame. 
The   prison  of  his  tyranny,   who   reigns 
By  our  delay  ?   No,  let  us  rather  choose,  ^ 

Arm'd  with  Hell-flames  and  fury,  all  at  once. 
O'er  Heaven's  high  towers,  to  force  resistless  way  ; 
Turning  our  tortures  into   horrid  arms. 
Against  the  torturer  ;  when,  to  meet  the  noise 
Of  his  almighty-engine,  he  shall  hear  55 

Infernal  thunder;  and,  for  lightning,  see 
Black  fire  and  horror,  shot  widi  equal  rage 
Among  his  Angels ;  and  his  throne  itself 
Mix'd  with  Tartarean  sulphur,  and  strange  fire, 
His  own  invented  torments.     But  perhaps  70 

The  way  seems  difficult  and  steep  to  scale, 
With  upright  wing,  against  a  higher  foe. 
Let  such  bethink  them ;  if  the  sleepy  drench 
Of  that  forgetful  lake  benumb  not  still ; 
That  in   our   proper   motion   we   ascend  75 

Up  to  our  native  seat :   descent  and  fall 
To  us  is  adverse.     Who  but  felt  of  late. 
When  the  fierce  foe  hung  on  our  broken  rear. 
Insulting,  and  pursued  us  through  the  deep 
With  what  compulsion  and  laborious  flight  80 

We  sunk  thus  low  ?  The  ascent  is  easy  then  ; 
The  event  is  fear'd ;  should  we  again  provoke 
Our  stronger,  some  worse  way  his  wrath  may  find 
To  our  destruction ;  if  there  be  in  Hell 
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Fear  to  be  worse  destroy'd.    What  can  be  worse  85 

Than  to  dwell  here,  driven  out  from  bliss^condemn'd, 

In  thb   abhorred  deep,  to  utter  woe ; 

Where   pain  of  unextinguishable  fire 

Must  exorcise  us,  without  hope  of  end. 

The  vassals  of  his  anger,  when  the  scourge  90 

Inexorable,    and   the   torturing    hour, 

Calls  us  to  penance  ?  More  destroy'd  than  thus. 

We  should  be  quite  abolish'd,  and  expire. 

What  fear  we  then  ?  what  doubt  we  to  incense 

His  utmost  ire  ?  which  to  the  highth  enraged,  95 

Will  either  quite  consume  us,  and  reduce 

To  nothing  this  essential;    happier   far 

Than,  miserable*  to  have  eternal  being : 

Or,  if  our  substance   be   indeed  divine, 

And  cannot  cease  to  be,  we  are  at  worst  100 

On  this  side  nothing ;    and  by  proof  we  feel 

Our  power  sufficient  to  disturb  his  Heaven ; 

And  with  perpetual  inroads  to  alarm, 

Thoueh   inaccessible,  his  fatal  throne : 

Which,   if  not  victory,   is  yet  revenge."  105 

He  ended  firowning,  and  his  look  denounced 
Desperate  revenge,  and  battle  dangerous 
To  less  than  Gods.     On  the  other  side  up-rose 
Behal,  in  act  more  graceful  and  humane ; 
A  &irer  person  lost  not  Heaven ;  he  seem'd  110 

For  dignity  composed  and  high  exploit ; 
But  all  was  false  and  hollow ;  though  his  tongue 
Dropt  manna,  and  could  make  the  worse  appear 
The  better  reason,  to  perplex  and  dash 
Maturest  counsels ;  for  his  thoughts  were  low ;  115 

To  vice  industrious,  but  to  nobler  deeds 
Timorous  and  slothful :  yet  he  pleased  the  ear ; 
And  with  persuasive  accent  thus  beean. 

''  I  should  be  much  for  open  war,  0  Peers, 
As  not  behind  in  hate ;  if  what  was  urged,  1^20 

Main  reason  to  persuade  immediate  war, 
Did  not  dissuade  me  most,  and  seem  to  cast 
Ominous  coznecture  on  the  whole  success; 
When  he,  who  most  excels  in  fact  of  arms, 
In  what  he  counsels,  and  in  what  excels,  ^^^ 

Mistrustful,  grounds  his  courage  on  despair, 
And  utter  dissolution,   as   the  scope 
Of  all  his  aim,  after  some  dire  revenge. 
First,  what  revenge  ?  The  towers  of  Heaven  are  fill'd 
With  armed  watch,  that  render  all  access  *^ 

Impregnable:    oft  on   the  bordering  deep 
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Encamp  their  legions;    or,  with  obscure  wing 

Scout  far  and  wide  into  the  reahn  of  night. 

Scorning  surprise.     Or  could  we  break  our  way 

By  force,  and  at  our  heels  all  Hell  should  rise,  XS5 

With  blackest  insurrection,  to  confound 

Heaven's  purest  light,  yet  our  great  Enemy 

All   incorruptible,   would   on   his  throne 

Sit   unpolluted ;    and  the  ethereal  mould, 

Incapable  of  stain,   would   soon   expel  140 

Her  mischief,  and  purge  off  the  baser  fire, 

Victorious.    Thus  repulsed^  our  final  hope 

Is   flat  despair.      We  must  exasperate 

The  Almighty  Victor,  to  spend  all  his  rage. 

And  that  must  end  us,  that  must  be  our  cure,  145 

To  be  no  more.  Sad  cure  !  for  who  would  lose, 

Though  full  of  pain,  this  intellectual  bein^, 

Those  thoughts,  that  wander  through  eternity, 

To  perish  rather,  swallow'd  up  and  lost. 

In  the   wide  womb  of  uncreated   night,  150 

Devoid  of  sense  and  motion  ?  and  who  knows. 

Let  this   be  good,   whether  our  angry  foe 

Can  give  it,  or  will   ever?   how   he  can, 

Is  doubtful ;    that  he   never  will,   b  sure. 

Will  he,  so  wise,  let  loose  at  once  his  ire,  l55 

Belike  through   impotence,  or  unaware, 

To  give  his  enemies  their  wish,  and  end 

Them  in  his  anger,  whom  his  anger  s^ves 

To  punish  endless  ?  Wherefore  cease  we  then, 

Say  they  who  counsel  war?  we  are  decreed,  160 

Reserved,  and  destined,  to  eternal  woe. 

Whatever  doing ;  what  can  we  suffer  more . 

What  can  we  suffer  worse  ?  Is  this  then  worst, 

Thus  sitting,  thus  consulting,  thus  in  arms? 

What  when  we  fled  amain,  pursued,  and  struck  IW 

With  Heaven's  afflicting  thunder,  and  besought 

The  deep  to  shelter  us  ?  this  Hell  then  seem'd 

A  refuge  from  those  wounds  :   or  when  we  lay 

Chain'd  on  the  burning  lake  ?  that  sure  was  worse. 

What  if  the  breath  that  kindled  those  grim  fires,  1 70 

Awaked,  should  blow  them  into  seven-fold  rage, 

And  plunge  us  in  the  flames  ?  or,  from  above. 

Should   intermitted    vengeance  arm  again 

His  red  right  hand  to  plague  us  ?    Wliat  if  all 

Her  stores  were  open*a,  and  this  firmament  1^5 

Of  Hell  should  spout  her  cataracts  of  fire. 

Impendent  horrors,  threatening  hideous  fall, 

One  day  upon  our  heads  ;  while  we  perhaps. 
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Designing  or  exhorting  glorious  war. 

Caught  in   a  fiery  tempest,   shall   be  hurl'd,  igQ 

Each  on  his  rock  transfiz'd,  the  sport  and  prey 

Of  wracking  whirlwinds ;    or  for  ever  sunk 

Under  yon  boiling  ocean,  wrapt  in  chains; 

There  to  converse,  with  everlasting  groans, 

Unrespitedy  unpitied,   unrepn'eved,  185 

Ages  of  hopeless  end  ?  This  would  be  worse. 

"WkTy  therefore,  open  or  conceal'd,   alike 

My  voice  dissuades ;  for  what  can  force  or  guile 

With  him,  or  who  deceive  his  mind,  whose  eye 

Views  all  things  at  one  view?  He  from  Heaven's  highth.  190 

AH  these  our  motions  vain,  sees  and  derides ; 

Not  more  almighty,  to  resist  our  might, 

Than  wise,  to  frustrate  all  our  plots  and  wiles. 

Shall  we  then  live  thus  vile,  the  race  of  Heaven, 

Ilius  trampled,  thus  expeird,  to  suffer  here  195 

Chains  and  these  torments  ?  better  these  than  worse, 

By   my  advice;    since  fate  inevitable 

Subdues  us,   and  omnipotent  decree. 

The  Victor's  will.      To  suffer,  as  to  do. 

Our  strength   is  equal;   nor  the  law  unjust  200 

That  so  ordains :   this  was  at  first  resolved, 

If  we  were  wise,   against  so  gpreat  a   foe 

Contending,  and  so  doubtful  what  might  fall. 

I  laugh,  when  those,  who  at  the  spear  are  bold 

And  venturous,  if  that  fail  them,  shrink  and  fear,  205 

What  yet  they  know  must  follow,  to  endure 

Exile,  or  ignominy,  or  .bonds,  or  pain. 

The  sentence  of  their  conqueror  :    this  is  now 

Our  doom ;  which  if  we  can  sustain  and  bear. 

Our  supreme  foe,  in  time,  may  much  remit  210 

His  anger;  and  perhaM,  thus  far  removed, 

Not  mind  us,   not  offending,   satisfied 

With  what  is  punish*d  :  whence,  these  raging  fires 

Will  slacken,  if  his  breath  stir  not  their  fiames. 

Our  purer  essence  then   will  overcome  216 

Their  noxious  vapour;  or  inured,  not  feel; 

Or  changed  at  length,  and  to  the  place  conform'd 

In   temper   and   in   nature,   will   receive 

Familiar  the  fierce  heat ;  and  void  of  pain ; 

This  horror  will  grow  mild,  this  darkness  light  5  ^^0 

Besides  what  hope  the  never-ending  Right 

Of  future  days  may  bring,  what  chsmce,  what  change, 

Worth  waiting;  since  our  present  lot  appears 

For  happy,  though  but  ill,  for  i!l  not  worst, 

If  we  procure  not  to  ourselves  more  woe." 
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Thus  Belial,  with  words  clothed  in  reason's  garb 
Coanseird  ignoble  ease,  and  peaceful  sloth, 
Not  peace :  and  after  him  thus  Mammon  spake. 

"  Either,  to  disenthrone  the  King  of  Heaven 
We  war,   if  war  be  best,  or  to  regain  230 

Our  own  right  lost.     Him  to  unthrone  we  then 
May  hope,  when  everlasting  fate  shall  yield 
To  fickle  chance,  and  Chaos  judge  the  strife. 
The  former,  vain  to  hope,  argues  as  vain 
The  latter :  for  what  place  can  be  for  us,  236 

Within  Heaven's  bound,  unless  Heaven's  Lord  Supreme 
We  overpower?  Suppose  he  should  relent. 
And  publish  grace  to  all,  on  promise  made 
Of  new  subjection ;  with  what  eyes  could  wc 
Stand  in  his  presence,  humble,  and  receive  ®^ 

Strict  laws  imposed  to  celebrate  his  throne« 
With  warbled  hymns,  and  to  his  Godhead  sing 
Forced   Halleluiahs;  while  he  lordly  sits 
Our  envied  Sovereign,  and  his  altar  breathes 
Ambrosial  odors,   and   ambrosial   flowers,  '^^ 

Our  servile  offerings?  This  must  be  our  task 
In  Heaven,  this  our  delight :  how  wearisome 
Eternity  so   spent,   in   worship   paid 
To  whom  we  hate !    Let  us  not  then  pursue 
By  force   impossible,   by   leave  obtained  ^ 

Unacceptable,  though  in  Heaven,  our  state 
Of  splendid   vassalage ;    but  rather  seek 
Our  own  good  from  ourselves,  and  from  our  own 
Live  to  ourselves,  though  in  this  vast  recess. 
Free,   and  to   none   accountable,  preferring  2.55 

Hard   liberty,  before  the  easy  yoke 
Of  servile  pomp.     Our  greatness  will  appear 
Then  most  conspicuous  when,  great  things  of  small, 
Useful   of  hurtful,   prosperous  of  adverse, 
We  can  create;    and  in  what  place  so  e'er  260 

Thrive  under  evil,  and  work  ease  out  of  pain. 
Through  labor  and  endurance.     This  deep  world 
Of  darkness  do  we  dread  ?  How  oft,  amidst 
Thick  clouds  and  dark,  doth  Heaven's  all-ruling  Sire 
Choose  to  reside,   his   glory  unobscured,  265 

And    with   the   majesty   of  darkness   round 
Covers  his  throne ;  from  whence  deep  thunders  roar, 
Mustering  their  rage,  and  Heaven  resembles  Hell  ? 
As   he   our   darkness,  cannot   wc   his   light 
Imitate  when   we   please  ?    This   desert  soil  270 

Wants  not  her  hidden  lustre,  gems  and  gold  ; 
Nor  want  we  skill  or  art,  from  whence  to  raise 
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MagiiificQuce  ;  and  what  can  Heaven  sbow  more  ? 

Our   lormenti   also  may,    in  length   of  time. 

Become  our  elements;  tlieae  piercing  fires  273 

As  lofl  as  now  severe,  our  temper  changed 

Into  ibeir  temper ;  which  must  need«  remove 

The  sensible   of  pain.     All   things    invite 

To  peaceful  counseb,  and  the  settled  slate 

Of  order;   how   in   safety    best  we   may  280 

Compose  out   present  evils,  with   regard 

Of  what  we  are,  and  where ;  dismissing  quil« 

All  thoughts  of  war  : — ye  have  what  1  advise. " 

He  scarce  had  finish'd,  when  8ucb  murmur  fiii'd 
The   assembly,    as  when   hollow   rocks  retain  '-iSS 

Tlwsoundofblnsteringwindi,  which  all  night  long 
Had  roused  the  sea  ;  now  with  hoarse  cadence  lull 
Sen-faring  men,  o'er-watch'd,  whose  bark,  by  chanca, 
Or  pinnace,   anchors    in   a    craggy    bay 
After  the  tempest.     Such  applause  was  heard  '^^^ 

As  Mammon  ended,  and  his  sentence  pleased. 
Advising  peace:    for  such    another  field 
They  dreaded  worse  ihao  Hell :  so  much  the  fear 
Of  thunder,  and  the  sword  of  Michael, 
Wrought  still  within  them  ;  and  no  less  desire  2!)5 

To  found  this  nether  emoire,  which  might  rise 
By  fwlicy,   and   .ong   process   of  time. 
In  emulnlion    opposite  to   Heaven, 
Which  when  Beeliebnb  perceived;  than  whom, 
Satan  except,  none  higher  sat,   with  grave  300 

Aspect  he  rose ;  and  in  his  rising  seem'd 
A  pillur  of  state.  Deep  on  his  front,  engraven 
Ddiberution   sal,   and    public   care ; 
And  princely  counsel  in  his  face  yet  shone. 
Majestic  though  in  ruin  :  sage  he   stood,  305 

With    Allantean   shoulders,    fit   to   bear 
The  weight  of  mightiest  monarchies.    His  look 
Drew  audience  and  attention,  still  as  night, 
Or  tummer's  uoon-tideair.  while  thus  he  spake: — 

"Thrones  and   Imperial  Powers!  Offspring  of  Heaven! 
Ethereal  Virtues  1  or.  these  titles  now  .^H) 

Must  we  renounce,  and  changing  style,  be  call'd 
Princes  of  Hell '  for  so  the  popular  vote 
Indines.  here  to  continue,  hnd  build  up  here 
A  growing  empire.    Doubtless  !  while  we  dream. 
And  know  not,  that  the  King  of  Heaven  hath  doom'd        Slij 
fbia  place  our  dungeon  ;  not  our  safe  retreat, 
[tcyond   his   potent   arm ;  to  live  exempt 
Prom  Heaven's  high  jurisdiction,  in  new  league. 
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Banded  against  his  throne;    but  to  remain 

In  Strictest  bondage,  though  thus  far  remo?ed,  820 

Under  the    inevitable  curb,  reserved 

His  captive  multitude.     For  he,  be  sure, 

In  highth  or  depth,  still  first  and  last  will  reign, 

Sole  King,  and  of  his  kingdom  lose  no  part 

By  our  revolt;   but  over   Hell  extend  326 

His  empire,   and  with   iron   sceptre  rule 

Us  here,  as  with  his  golden,  those  in  Heaven. 

What  sit  we  then  projecting  peace  and  war? 

War  hath  determined  us,  and  foiPd  with  loss 

Irreparable:  terms  of  peace  yet  none  ■    •tt) 

Vouchsafed  or  sought.  For  what  peace  Will  be  given 

To  us   enslaved,   but  custody   severe,  •  -'  .  - 

And   stripes,  and  arbitrary  punishment  ' 

Inflicted  ?  and  what  peace  can  we  return  ?  '  •      ' 

But  to  our  power  hostility  and   hate,  •  3S5 

Untamed  reluctance,  and  revenge,  though  slow ; 

Yet  ever  plotting,  how  the  conqueror  least 

May  reap  his  conquest,  and  may  least  rejoice 

111  doing,  what  we  most  in  suffering  feel.  ^ 

Nor  will  occasion  want,  nor  shall  we  need,  '  540 

With  dangerous  expedition,  to  invade  '  '*  ' 

Heaven,  whose  high  walls  fear  no  assault,  or  siege. 

Or  ambush,  from  the  deep.    What  if  we  find 

Some  easier  enterprise  ?  There  is  a  place ; 

If  ancient  and  prophetic  fame  in  Heaven  345 

Err  not;  another  world,  the  happy  seat 

Of  some  new  race  call'd  man,  about  this  time 

To   be   created,   like   to  us,   though   less 

In  power  and  excellence,  but  favor*d  more 

Of  Him  who  rules  above.   So  was  his  will  850 

Pronounced  among  the  Gods  ;  and  by  an  oath, 

That  shook  Heaven's  whole  circumference,  confirm  d. 

Thither  let  us  bend  all  our  thoughts,  to  learn 

What  creatures  there  inhabit ;  of  what  mould 

Or  substance ;  how  endued,  and  what  their  power,  365 

And  where  their  weakness ;  how  attempted  best, 

By  force  or  subtlety.     Though  Heaven  be  shut, 

And  Heaven's  high  Arbitrator  sit  secure 

In  his  own  strength ;  this  place  may  lie  exposed 

The  utmost  border  of  his  kingdom,  left  ^^ 

To  their  defence  who  hold  it.  Here,  perhaps. 

Some  advantageous  act  may  be  achieved, 

By  sudden   onset ;  either  with  Hell-fire, 

To  waste  his  whole  creation,  or  possess 

All  as  our  own,  and  drive,  as  we  were  driven,  ^^^ 
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Majr  prove  their  foe,  and  with  repenting;  liaod 
Abolish  his  own  works.     This  would  surpass 
Common    revenge ;    and    interrupt   hts  Joy, 
In   our  confusion,   nod   our  ^oy    upraise, 
In  his  disturbance;    when   Ina  darling  sons. 
Kurl'd  heiidlong,  to  purtalte  willi  us,  shull  curse 
Their  frail  origiual,   and    faded    bliss, 
Fiuled  so  soon.     Advise,  if  this  be  worth 
Attemptiug;    or  to   sit  in   darkness    here. 
Hatching;  vain  empires."    Tlius  Btelxebub 
Pleaded   hia   devilisli  counsel,   first  devised 
By  Satan,  and  in  pact  proposed.    For  whence, 
Bui  from  the  autlior  of  all  ill,  could  spring 
So  deep  a  malice,  to  confound  the  race 
Of  mankind,  in  one  root,  and  E«rth  with  Hell 
To  mingle   and   involve;   done   all    to  spite 
Th«  great  Creator  ?  But  their  spite  still  serves 
His  glory  to  augment.     The  bold  design 
Pleased  hi^My  those  iiiiersal  States,  wid  joy 
Spvkled  in  all  their  eyes;  with  full  nsseni 
Tney  vote  :  whereat  his  speech  be  thus  renews  : 
"  Well  have  ye  judged,  well  ended  bug  debnte, 
Srnod  of  Gods;  and,  like  to  what  ye  are, 
GnM  things  resolved  :  which,  from  tlie  lowest  deep, 
Will  once  more  lid  us  up,  in  spile  of  fate, 
Nearer  our  ancient  seat ;    perhaps  in  view 
Of  those  bright  confines,  whence,  with  neiglib'ring  i 
And  opportune  excursion,  we  may  chance 
R«-«nter  Heaven  :  or  else  in  some  mild  j!one 
Dwell,  not  unviaited   of  Heaven's  fair  light, 
Seevre  ;  and  at  tlie  brightning  orient  beam 
Puive  off  this  gloom  :  the  soil  delicious  air. 
To  Deal  the  scar  of  these  corrosive  iircs. 
Shall  breathe  her  bnlm.    But  Brst,  whom  sliall  wesf 
Ib  >enrch  of  this  new  world  7  whom  shall  we  find 
Sufficient?  who  iliall  tempt,  with  wandering  feet 
The  dark,    unbottom'd,   infinite   abyss, 
And  through  the  palpable  obacure  find  out 
His  uncouth  way  ;  or  spread  his  airy  flight, 
Upborne  with    indelaligHhle   wings, 
Ow-r  the  mat   abrupt,   ere  he   arrive 
The  happy  isle  ?  What  strength,  what  urt  can  then 
SiiBfice,  or  what  evasion  bear  him  safe 
Through  (}ie  strict  aeuleriea  and  stations  thick 
or  Angela  watching  round  ''.  Here  he  had  need 
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All  circumspection;  and  we,  now,  no  less 
Choice  in  our  suffiraLge ;  for  on  whom  we  send. 
The  weight  of  all»  and  our  last  hope,  relies/' 

This  said,  he  sat;  and  expectation  held 
His  look  suspense,  awaiting  who  appeared 
To  second,  or  oppose,  or  undertake 
The  perilous  attempt :  but  all  sat  mute. 
Pondering  the  danger,  with  deep  thoughts ;  and  eac 
In  other* s  countenance  read  his  own  dismay, 
Astonish 'd.    None  among  the  choice  and  prime 
Of  those  Heaven-warring  champions,  could  be  foun 
So   hardy,   as  to  profier  or  accept. 
Alone,  the  dreadful  voyage ;  till  at  last 
Satan,  whom  now  transcendent  glory  raised 
Above  his  fellows,  with  monarchal  pride. 
Conscious  of  highest  worth,  unmoved,  thus  spake 

"  O  progeny  of  Heaven !  empyreal  thrones ! 
With  reason  hath  deep  silence  and  demur 
Seized  us,  though  undismayed  :  long  is  the  way 
And  hard,  that  out  of  Hell  leads  up  to  Ught ; 
Our  prison  strong ;  this  huge  convex  of  fire. 
Outrageous  to  devour,  immures  us  round 
Ninefold;  and  gates  of  burning  adamant. 
Barred  over  us,   prohibit  all   egress. 
These  pass'd,  if  any  pass,  the  void  profound 
Of  unessential  Night  receives  him  next, 
Wide  gaping,  and  with  utter  loss  of  being 
Threatens  him,  plunged  in  that  abortive  gulf. 
If  thence  he  'scape,  into  whatever  world. 
Or  unknown  region,  what  remains  him  less 
Than  unknown  dangers,  and  as  hard  escape  ? 
But  I  should  ill  become  this  throne,  O  Peers, 
And  this  imperial  sovereignty,  adorn*d 
With  splenaor,  arm'd  with  power,  if  aught  prop 
And  judged  of  public  moment,  in  the  shape 
Of  difficulty  or  danger,   could   deter 
Me  from  attempting.     Wherefore  do  I  assume 
These  royalties,   and  not  refuse  to   reign. 
Refusing  to   accept  as  great  a  share 
Of  hazard   as  of  hcnour,   due  alike 
To  him  who  reigns,  and  so  much  to  him  due 
0(  hazard   more,   as   he   above  the  rest 
High  honor 'd  sits  ?  Go,  therefore,  mighty  powers ! 
Terror  of  Heaven,  though  fall'n  !  intend  at  home, 
Wliile  here  shall  be  our  home,  what  best  may  ease 
The   present   misery,   and   render   Hell 
More  tolerable ;  if  there  be  cure  or  charm 
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To  respite,  or  deceive,  or  daclc  the  pain 
Of  tliis  iU   mausioQ.     Intermit  no  watch 
Agaiost  a  wakefiil  foe,  while  I,  abroad, 
Tuough  all  the  coasts  of  dark  destruction,  seek 
Deliverance  for  us  all.     This  enterprise 
NoDe  shall  partake  with  ine."  Thus  saying,  rose 
The   Monarch,   and    prevented    ail  re]^ly ; 
Prudent,  lest,   from   his  resolution    raised. 
Others  among  the   chief  miglit  offer  now. 
Certain  to  be  refused,  what  erst  they  fear'd ; 
And,  so  refused,  might  in   opinion   stand 
His  rivals ;  winning  cheap  the  high  repute, 
Whichhetiiroughhazard  huge  must  earn.  But  they 
Dreaded  not  more  the  adventure,  than  his  voice 
Forbidding ;  and  at  once  with  him  they  rose : 
Their  rising,  all  at  once,  was  as  the  sound 
Of  thunder  heard  remote.  Towards  hint  they  bend. 
With  awful  reverence  pvone ;  and  as  a  God 
Extol  him,  equal  to  the  Higbeet  in  Heaven. 
Nor  fail'd  they  to  express,  how  much  they  praised, 
Tbat,  for  the  general  gaiety,  he  despised 
His  own  :  for  neither  do  the  Spirits  damn'd 
Lose  all  their  virtue,  lest  bad  men  should  boast 
Their  specious  deeds  on  earth,  which  glory  excites, 
Or  close  ambition,  varnish'd  o'er  with  zeal. 
Hus  they  their  doubtful  consultations  dark 
Ended,  rejoicing  in  their  matchless  Chief: 
At  when  from  mountaiu'tops  the  dusky  clouds 
Ascendiag',  while  the  north-wind  sleeps,  o'erspread 
Heaven's  cheerful  face,  the  louring  element 
Scowls  o'er  the  darken'd  landscape,  snow,  or  shower ; 
If  chance  the  radiant  sun,  with  farewell  sweet, 
Extend  his  evening-beam,  the  fields  revive, 
The  birds  their  not^  renew,  and  bleating  herds 
Attest  their  joy,  that  hill  and  valley  ring. 
0  shame  to  men  I  Devti  with  Devil  damn'd 
Firm  concord  holds,  men  only  disagree 
Of  creatures  rational;  though  under  hope 
Of  heavenly  grace,  and  Ood  proclaiming  peace : 
Yet  live   in    hatred,   enmity,   and  strife. 
Among  themselves,    and  levy  cruel  wars. 
Waiting  the  earth,  each  other  to  destroy; 
As  if,  which  might  induce  us  to  accord, 
Man  had  not  hellish  foes  enow  besides, 
That  day  and  night  for  his  destruction  wait. 

Hie  Stygian  counul  thus  dissolved;  and  forth 
In  (vder  came  the  grand  infernal  oeers. 
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Midst  came  their  mighty  paramount,  and  seem'd 

Alone  the  antagonbt  of  Heaven ;  nor  less 

Than  Hell's  dread  emperor,  with  pomp  supreme. 

And  god-like  imitated  state  :  him  round  510 

A   globe  of  fiery  seraphim  enclosed, 

With  bright  emblazonry,  and  horrent  arms. 

Then  of  their  session  ended  they  bid  cry, 

With  trumpets'  regal  sound,  the  great  resalt. 

Toward  the  four  winds,  four  speedy  Cherubim  515 

Put  to  their  mouths  the  sounding  alchemy. 

By  herald*s  voice  explain'd  :  the  hollow  abyss 

Heard  far  and  wide,  and  all  the  host  of  Heil, 

With  deafening  shout,  return*d  them  loud  acclaim. 

Thence,  more  at  ease  their  minds,  and  somewhat  rais'dS^d 

By  false  presumptuous  hope,  the  ranged  Powers 

Disband  ;  and  wandering  each  his  several  way. 

Pursues,  as  inclination  or  sad  choice 

Leads  him,  perplex'd,  where  he  may  likeliest  find 

Truce  to  his  restless  thoughts,  and  entertain  526 

The  irksome  hours,  till  hb  great  ciiief  return. 

Part   on   the  plain,   or   in  the  air  sublime 

Upon  the  wing;   or  in  swift  race  contend, 

As  at  the  Olympian  games  or  Pythian  fields : 

Part  curb  their  fiery  steeds,  or  shun  the  goal  530 

With  rapid  wheels,  or  fronted  brigades  form : 

As  when,  to  warn  proud  cities,  war  appears 

Waged  in  the  troubled  sky,  and  armies  rush 

To  battle  in  the  clouds ;   before  each  van 

Prick  forth  the  airy  knights,  and  couch  their  spears  535 

Till  thickest  legions  close :  with  feats  of  arms. 

From  either  end  of  Heaven,  the  welkin  bums. 

Others,  with  vast  Typhoean  rage  more  fell. 

Rend  up  both  rocks  and  hills,  and  ride  the  air 

In  whirlwind  ;  Hell  scarce  holds  the  wild  uproar  540 

As  when  Alcides,  from  (Echaha  crown'd 

With  conquest^  felt  the  envenom'd  robe,  and  tore. 

Through  pain,  up  by  the  roots,  Thessaltan  pines ; 

And  Lichas,  from  the  top  of  (Eta,  threw 

Into  the  Euboic  sea.     Others  more  mild,  ^^^ 

Retreated  in   a  silent  valley ;  sing. 

With  notes  angelical,  to  many  a  harp, 

Their  own  heroic  deeds,  and  hapless  fall 

By  doom  of  battle ;  and  complain,  that  fate 

Free  virtue  should  enthral  to  force  or  chance .  ^50 

Their  song  was  partial;  but  the  harmony, 

What  couul  it  less  when  Spirits  immortal  sing  ? 

Suspended  Hell ;  and  took  with  ravishment 
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rhe  ihroogingauitieiiie.  In  tliscoiirse  more  sweet. 

For  uloqiienoe  tlie  soul,  «ong  chiirms  the  sense, 

)thers  apAit   sat,   on  a    hill  retired, 

I  ihougtits  more  elevate,  and  reaaoit'd  Iiigh 

)f  Providence,  foreknowledge,  will,  and  fsle: 

x'li  fate,  free  vtill.  foreknowledge  absolute; 
And  found  no  end,  in  wandering  mazes  lost : 
Of  good  and  evil  much  tliey  argued  then, 
Df  happiness ;   and    final  misery, 
Passion  and  apathy,  and  glory,  and  shnme ; 
Vain   wisdom  sU,   and  talse  philosoplij  : 
Yet,  with  a  pleasing  sorcery,  could  charm 
fain  for    s  while,  or  anguish,  and  excile 
fallacious  hope ;  or  arm  the  abdured  breast 
Vith  stubborn  patience,  as  with  triple  steel. 
Another  part,  in  squadrons  and  groea  bunds. 
On    bold    adventure,  to  discover   wide 
That  dismal  world,  if  any  clime   perhaps 
Might  yield  them  easier  habitation,  bend 
Pour  ways  their  flying  march,  along  the  batiks 
Of  four  infernttl  rivers,  that   disgorge 
Into  the  burning  take,  their  baleful  streams  ; 
Alhoired  Styx,  the  flood  of  deadly  hate; 
Biwl  Acheron,  of  sorrow  black  and  deep  ; 
Cocytus,   named  of  lamentation    loud 
Heard  on  the  rueful  stream ;  flerce  Phleg^thon, 
Whose  waves  of  torrent-fire  inflame  with  rage. 
F.ir  00"  from  these,  a  slow  and  silent  streaui, 
tube,   the  rivet  of  oblivion,   rolls 
Hci  wiitery  labyrinth,  whereof  who  drinks, 
Forthwith  his  former  state  and  being  forg;els ; 
Forgets  both  joy  and  gtief,  pleasure  and  pain. 
Beyond   this  flood,   a   frozen  continent 
')jM,  durk  and  wild,  beat  with  perpetual  storms 
Of  wtiirlwind  and  dire  hail,  which  on  fimi  land 
Tliaws  not ;  but  gathers  henp,  and  ruin  seems 
Of  ancient  pile  ;  or  else  deep  suow  and  ice, 
A  gulf  profound,  as  that  Serbonian  bog 
Hetwiit  Oamiata  aud  Mount  Casius  old, 
^Vbere  armies  whole  have  sunk  ;  the  psrching  air 
Bums  frore.  and  cold  performs  the  e4ecl  of  lire. 
Tliilher,  by  harpy-footed  furies  haled. 
At  certiiin  revolutions,  all  the  damn'd 
Ant  Itmught ;  and  feel  by  turns  the  bitter  change 
Of  fierce  extremes,  extremes  by  chimge  more  fierce ; 
Prom  beds  of  raging  tire,  to  starve  in  ice 
Tlieir  soft  ethereal  warmth,  and  there  to  pine 
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Immovable,  infix'd,  and  frozen  round, 

Periods  of  time ;  thence  hurried  back  to  fire. 

They  ferry  over  this  Lethean  sound. 

Both  to  and  fro,  their  sorrow  to  augment ; 

And  wish  and  struggle,  as  they  pass,  to  reach 

The  tempting  stream,  with  one  small  drop  to  losci 

In  sweet  tbrgetfulness,  all  pain  and  woe, 

All  in  one  moment,  ond  so  near  the  brink  : 

But  Fate  withstands  ;  and  to  oppose  the  attempt, 

Medusa,  with  Gorgonian  terror,  guards 

The  ford ;   and  of  itself  the  water  flies 

All  taste  of  living  wight,  as  once  it  fled 

The  lip  of  Tantalus.    Thus  roving  on, 

In  confused  march  forlorn,  the  adventurous  band% 

With  shuddering  horror  pale,  and  eyes  aghast, 

View'd  first  their  lamentable  lot,  and  found 

No  rest.  Through  many  a  dark  and  dreary  vale 

They  pass*d,  and  many  a  region  dolorous ; 

O'er  many  a  frozen,  many  a  fiery  Alp, 

Rocks,  caves,  lakes,  fens,  bogs,  dens,  and  shades  of  dc 

A  universe  of  death,  which  God  by  curse 

Created  evil,  for  evil  only  good : 

Where  all  life  dies,  death  lives,  and  nature  breeds,   ~ 

Perverse,  all  monstrous,  all  prodigious  things. 

Abominable,   inutterable,   and   worse 

Than  fables  yet  have  feign *d,  or  fear  conceived, 

Gorgons,  and  Hydras,  and  Chimseras  dire. 

Meanwhile  the  Adversary  of  God  and  Man, 
Satan,  with  thoughts  inflamed  of  highest  design, 
Puts  on  swift  wings,  and  towards  the  gates  of  Hell 
Explores  his   solitary  flight.     Sometimes 
He  scours  the  right  hand  coast,  sometimes  the  lefl : 
Now  shaves  with  level  wing  the  deep,  then  soars 
Up  to  the  fiery  concave,  towering  high: 
As  when,  far  off  at  sea,  a  fleet  descry'd 
Han<^8  on  the  clouds,  by  equinoctial  winds 
Clo'^e  sailing  from  Bengala,  or  the  isles 
Of  Tern  ate  and  Tidore,  whence  merchants  bring 
Their  spicy  druofs  ;  they,  on  the  trading  flood. 
Through  the  wide  Ethiopian  to  the  Cape 
Ply,  stemming  nightly  toward  the  pole  :  so  seem*d 
Far  off  the  flying  Fiend.     At  last  appear 
Hell  bounds,  high  reacliing  to  the  horrid  roof, 
And  thrice  three-fold  the  gates;  three  folds  were  brass. 
Three  iron,  three  of  adamantine  rock, 
Impenetrable,  empaled  with  circhng  fire. 
Yet  unconsumed.  Before  the  gates  there  sat. 


I   ettliei  eicic,   a   romiiilable  s)m|ii! ; 

e  oae  aeem'il  woman  lo  ihe  wniit,  diid  IKir. 
till  ended  foul,  in  nuuy  a    scaly  fold, 
Vokutunous  and  ifasl,  a  serpent  arm'd 
With  mortal  »tiiig :  about  her  middle  round 
I  cry  of  Hell-liounds  never  oeuing  bark'd. 
With  wide  Cerborean  mouths  full  loud,  and  run,; 
k  hidrous  peal  i  yet,  when  ihcy  liM.,  would  crec{\ 
f  auG:ht  diatiirb'd  their  noisr,  into  her  womb. 
Ind  kpnnel  there ;  yet  tliere still  hnrk'd  and  ho\-.Vi] 
a,  itnseen.     Par  less  nbhorr'd  than  these 


T  follow  tlie  iii(fhl-liag,  when,  call'd 
n  •erret,  riding  ihrough  ilie  air  she  comes, 
jired  with  Uie  smell  wf  infant  blood,  to  dance 
Vith  Ijipland  witches;  while  Ihelabourine  moon 
SclifS's  al  their  charm;.     The  other  shapi^, 
S  shape  it  mi^ht  be  caird  thnt  shape  had  none 
[)iatin^iisliablr,  in  member,  joint,  or  limb; 
^rsnlMtanee  might  be  csll'd,t)iutBh(tdowaeem'd, 
?or each  seem 'd  either:  black  it  stood  as  Ni^ihl, 
Fierce  ns  ten  furies,  terrible  a*  Hell, 
And  shook  a  drendful  dart :  what  seem'd  his  he^d. 

less  of  a  kingly  crown  had  on. 
lulaii  was  now  at  hand :  and  from  his  seat 
^^  iter,  moving  onward,  came  as  fiisl. 

IVith  horrid  strides  :  Hell  trembled  as  he  g(rod.> 
The  undaunied  fiend,  what  this  might  be,  admin  <i 
kdmired,  not  fear'd  ;  Ood  and  his  Son  except, 
Created  thing  nouEhl  valued  tie,  nor  shunn'd  ; 
Und  with  disdainful  look,  thus  first  beg^n : 

"  Whence,  and  what  art  thou,  execrable  shajic. 
rhat  darest,  though  grim  and  terrible,  advanre 
thy    miscre^ited  front  athwart  my  way 

mder  gates  ?  Through  them  I  mean  lo  p.-i*:'. 

be  assured,  without  leave  asked  of  thei-. 

e,  or  tnsle  thy  folly,  and  lenrn  by  proof 
lell-boni,  not  to  contend  with  Spirits  of  Hcncen . '' 
■  Ta  whom  tlie  goblin,  full  of  wrath,  replicil 
'  Art  tliou  that  trnitor- Angel,  art  thou  he. 
iV1)o first  broke  peace  in  heaven,  and  failii,  till  rli>-n 
Unbroken ;    and,  in  proud  rebelhous  urnis. 
Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  heaven's  sons 
"  njuicd  u^ainst  the  Hi|;hest :  tor  which  both  tlimi 
a  tliey,  outcast  from  God,  ai'e  here  condemn'd 
t  wiuUc  eternal  days  in  woe  and  paia? 
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And  reckon'st  thou  thyself  with  Spirits  of  Heaven,  6Qfi 

Hell-doom'd,  and  breathest  de6ance  here  and  9Cora. 
Where  I  reign  king,  and,  to  enrage  thee  more, 
Thy  king  and  lord?  Back  to  thy  punishment, 
False  fugitive ;  and  to  thy  speed  add  wings,  .  , . 

Lest,  with  a  whip  of  scorpions,   I   pursue  .   7^ 

Thy  lingering ;  or,  with  one  stroke  of  this  dart 
Stran  ge  horror  seize  thee,  and  pangs  unfelt  before..'  * 

So  spake  the  grisly  Terror,  and  in  shape. 
So  speaking,  and  so  threatening,  g^ew  ten-fold 
More  dreadful  and  deform.  On  the  other  side,  .705 

Incensed   with  indio^atioQ,  Satan   stood 
Unterrified;     and   like  a  comet  burned. 
That  fires  the  length  of  Ophiuchus  huffe. 
In  the  arctic  sky,  and  from  his  horrid  hair 
Shakes  pestilence  and  war.     Each  at  the  head  ^^0 

Leveird  his  deadly  aim:   their  fatal  hands 
No  second  stroke  intend  ;  and  such  a  frown 
Each  cast  at  the  other,  as  when  two  black  clouds. 
With  heaven's  artillery  fraught,  come  rattling  on 
Over  the  Caspian;  then  stand  front  to  front,  716 

Hovering  a  space,  till  winds  the  signal  blow,  .      • 

To  join  their  dark  encounter  in  mid  air. 
So  frown'd  the  mighty  combatants,  that  Hell 
Grew  darker  at  their  frown ;  so  match*d  they  stood : 
For  never  but  once  more  was  either  Hke  720 

To  meet  so  great  a  foe :  and  now  great  deeds 
Had  been  achieved,  whereof  all  Hell  had  rung, 
Had   not  the  snaky   sorceress,   tliat  sat 
Fast  by  hell-gate,  and  kept  the  fatal  key. 
Risen,  and  with  hideous  outcry  rush*d  between.  725 

**  O  Father,  what  intends  thy  hand,"  she  cried, 
"  Against  thy  only  son  ?  What  fury,  O  son, 
Possesses   thee,  to   bend  that  mortal  dart 
Atj^ainst  th  y  father's  head  ?  and  k  now*8t  for  whom  ? 
For  him,  who  sits  above,  and  laughs  the  while  730 

At  thee,   ordain'd   his  drudge,  to  execute 
Wlnte'er  his  wnuh,  which  he  calls  justice,  bids ; 
His  wrath,  which  one  day  will  destroy  ye  both." 

She  spake,  and  at  her  words  the  hellish  pest 
Forbore ;  then  these  to  her  Satan  returned :  735 

"  So  strange  thy  outcry,  and  thy  words  so  strange 
Thou  interposest,  that  my  sudden  hand, 
Prevented,  spares  to  tell  thee  yet  by  deeds. 
What  it  intends ;  till  first  I  know  of  thee, 

Wliat  thinp  thou  art,  thus  double-form'd ;  and  why,  '^'*0  y 

In  thi'  infernal  vale  first  met,  thou  call*st  / 


Me  (ather,  and  That  phantasm  call'st  my  son 
I  know  thee  not.  nor  ever  saw  till  now 
Sigbt  more  delestRble,  [lian  him  and  thee." 
To  wlioin.thustheportreisofHeil- gate  replied. 

'  Hnst  thou  forgot  me  then,  and  do  I  seem 
Now  in  thine  eye  so  foul  t  once  deem'd  so  fair 

1  Heaven,  when  at  the  assembly,  and  Id  sight 
'Or  all  the  Senipliim,  with  thee  combined, 
In  bold  conspiracy  against  Heaven's  King, 
All   on   a  sudden   miserable   pain 
Surprised  thee;  dim  thine  eyes,  and  dizzy  swam 
In  darkness,  while  thy  head  flames  thick  and  fitsi 
"hrew  forth,  tiU  on  the  left  side,  opening  wide, 
Likesl  to  ihce  in  shape  and  comiten.ince  bright, 
Tijen  shining  heavenly  f:iir,  a  goddess  arni'd, 
Out  of  thy  head  1  epmng;.  Amazement  seized 
All  the  host  of  Heaven ;  back  they  recoil'd,  nrraid 
At  first,  and   calVd  nie  Sin:  and  for  a  stgn 
Portentous  held  me:  but  familiar  grown, 
I  pleased,  and  with  attractive  graces  won 
The  most  averse;  thee  chiefly,  who  full  oQ, 
Thyself  in  me  thy  perfect  image  viewing, 
Becamestenamour'd:  and  such  joy  thou  took'st 
With  me  in  secret,  that  my  womb  conceived 
A  growing  burden.     Menn  while  war  arose. 
And  fields  were  fought  in  Heaven;  wherein  remaio'd, 

(hat  could  eke?  to  our  Almighty  Foe 
Clear   victory;  to  our  part,  loss  and  rout, 
Through  all   ihe  empyrean,     Down  they  ffil 
Jhriven  headlong  from  the  piich  of  Heaven,  down 
nlo  this  deep;  and,  in  the  general  tail, 

also:  at  which  time,  this  powerful  key 
nto  my  hand  was  given,  with  charge  to  Keep 
HiFse  giites  for  ever  shtit :  which  none  can  pass 
Without  my  opening.     Pensive  liere  1  sal, 
Alrtne;  bat  lon^  I  sat  not,  till  my   womb, 

^nant  by  thee,  iind  now  excessive  grown, 

Migious  motion  felt,  and  rueful  throes. 
kt  1ti*i  litis  odious  offspring  whom  thou  seest. 
Thine  own  begotten,  breaking  violent  way, 

■e  tlirough  my  entrails  ;  that  with  feat  and  pain 
feiorted,  all  my  nether  shape  thus  grew 
'ransfbtm'd :  but  he,  my  inbred  enemy, 
^rlli  issued,  brandishing  his  fatal  dan, 
(ode  to  dealroy.  I  fled,  and  cried  out.  Death  ! 
lell  tieaibled  at  the  hideous  nnme,  and  sigh'd 
rom  all  her  caves,  and  back  icfounded.  Death  t 
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I  fled ;  but  he  punued,  though  more,  it  seems. 

Inflamed  with  lust  than  rage,  and  swifler  ht,  7(^5 

Me  overtook,  his  mother,  all  dismay'd. 

And  in   embraces  forcible  and  foul 

Ingendering  with  me,  of  that  rape  begot 

These  yelling  monsters,  that  with  ceaseless  cry 

Surround  me,  as  thou  saw*st ;  hourly  conceived  800 

And  hourly  bom,  with  sorrow  infinite 

To  me ;  for  when  they  list,  into  the  womb 

That  bred  them  they  return,  and  howl  and  gnaw 

My  bowels,  their  repast :  then  bursting  forth 

Afresh,  with  conscious  terrors  vex  me  round ;  805 

That  rest  or  intermission  none  I  find. 

Before  mine  eyes,  in  opposition  sits 

Grim  Death,  my  son  and  foe,  who  sets  them  on ; 

And  me,  his  parent,  would  full  soon  devour, 

For  want  of  other  prey,  but  that  he  knows  810 

His  end  with  mine  involved  ;  and  knows,  that  I 

Should  prove  a  bitter  morsel,  and  his  bane. 

Whenever  that  shall  be  :  so  Fate  pronounced.  1 

But  thou,  O  father,  I  forewarn  thee,  shun  1 

His  deadly  arrow ;  neither  vainly  hope  B15 

To  be  invulnerable  in  those  bright  arms, 

Though  tempered  heavenly  ;  for,  that  mortal  dint 

Save  he  who  reigns  above,  none  can  resist." 

She  finish*d ;  and  the  subtle  fiend  his  lore 
Soon  learn 'd ,  now  milder,  and  thus  answer'd  smooth  820 

'*  Deardaughter,  since  thou  claim*st  me  for  thy  sire, 
And  my  fair  son  here  show'st  me,  the  dear  pledge 
Of  dalliance  had  with  the<*  in  Heaven,  and  joys 
Then  sweet,  now  sad  to  mention ,  through  dire  change 
Befallen  us  unforeseen,  uiithought  of;  know,  825 

I  come  no  enemy,  bnt  to  set  free. 
From  out  this  dark  and  dismal  house  of  pain 
Both  him  and  thee  ;  and  all  the  heavenly  host 
Of  Spirits,  that,  in  our  just  pretences  arm"d, 
Fell  with  us  from  on  high.     From  them  I  go  830 

This  uncouth  errand,  sole,  and  one  tor  all. 
Myself  expose ;  with  lonely  steps  to  tread 
The  unfounded  deep,  and  through  the  void  immense 
To  search,  with  wandering  quest,  a  place  foretold 
Should  be,  and,  by  concurring  signs,  ere  now  BSfi 

Created,  vast  and  round,  a  place  of  bliss. 
In  the  purlieus  of  Heaven ;  and  therein  placed 
A   race   of  upstart  creatures,  to  supply 
Perhaps  our  vacant  room ,  though  more  removed  ; 
liCst  Heaven,  surcharged  with  potent  multitude,  WO 


light  hap  To  move  oew  broiU.  Be  this,  or  aught 

ban  this  more  secret,  now  deaign'd,  I   haatc 

b  know;  and,  thisooce  kuown,  shall  soou  R'tuni, 

Lnd  brbg  yc  to  tlie  place,  where  thou  and  Death 

Ihatl  dwell  ul  ease;  and  up  and  down  unseen  f 

ring  sileTitly  the  buxom  air,  imbalm'd 

Fitli  odours;   there  yc  «hall  be  fed   and  Slid 

ntneasunibly  :  all  tilings  ahull  be  your  prey." 

He  ceased:  tor  both  seem'd  highly  pleased,  and  iJioili 
n'd  horrible  a  ghitstly  aniile,  lo  hear  ^ 

lis  fimine  should  be  lill'il ;  and  bless'd  his  maw, 

estined  to  that  good  hour :  no  leas  rejoiced 
Tis  mother  bad,  and  thus   beepake  her  sire  : 

"The  key  ol'  this  iiiferndl  pit  by  due, 

id  by  command  of  Heaven's  all-powerful  King.  f' 

keep:    by    him   forbidden    to   unlock 
"hese  adamanline  g&tes :  against  all  force 
)e!tth    rendy  stands  to  iuLerposo  his  dart. 

'irhiss  lo  be  o'ermatch'd  by  living  might. 

t  what  owe  I  to  his  commands  above,  ^ 

10  bates  me,  iuid  hath  hither  thrust  roe  down, 
|lo  this  gloom  of  Tartarus   profound  ; 
'o   sit  in    hateful   office    here   confined, 
llhabitant  of  heaven,    and    heivenly-born, 

ill   perpetual   agony   and   pain,  ^ 

With  terrors  and  with  clamours  compass'd  round 

Br  mine  own  brood,  that  on  my  bowels  feed  t 
liou  tirt  my  father,  thou  my  author,  thou 
~y  being  gavest  me;  whom  should  I  obey 
tut  thee?  whomlbUow  ?  tliou  wilt  bring  me  &oon  ^ 

0  that  new  world  of  light  and  bliss,  among 
he  Gods  who  live  at  euse ;  where  1  shall  reign 
U  thy  right  hand  voluptuous,  as  beseems 
Riy  daughter  and  thy  darling,  without  end." 

Thus  saying,  from  her  side   die  fatal  key,  t 

Sad  instrument  of  all  our  woe,  she  took  ; 
And  towards  the  gate  rolling  her  besti^il  train, 
forthwith  the  huge  portcullis  high  up  Artw. 
l^hich,  but  herself,  not  all  the  Stygian  Powers 
Gould  onccbavemoved:  then  in  tlickeyholeiurii?  * 

'ntricate  WHrds,  and  every  bolt  and  bur, 
)f,m>ssy  iron   or  solid   rock,    with    ease 
Dnbftens.     On    a.  sudden    open    fly. 
With   impetuous  recoil   and  janlng   sound 
;ThB  inrcmal  doors,  and  on  tneir  liiogcs  graie 
Harsh  thunder,  that  the  lowest  bottom  shook 
Of  Bivbus.     She   open'd  :    but   to  shut 


ExcelI'd  her  power ;  the  gales  wide  open  slood, 
That  with  extended  wings,  a  banncr'd  host, 
Underspreadensi^Ds  marching, might  passthrougli, 
Wilh  horae  and  chariots  rank'd  in  loose  array  ; 
So  wide  they  stood :  and  like  a  ruinace-tnouth 
Cast  forth  redounding  smoke  and  ruddy  fliiine. 
Before  their  eyes,   in  sudden  view  appear. 
The   secrets  of  the   hoary  deep ;  a  dark 
Ilhmitable  ocean,   without  bound, 
Without  dimension;  where  length,  breadth,  &high(h. 
And  time, and  place, are  lost ;  whire  eldest  Night 
And  Chaos,  ancestors  of  Nature,  hold 
Eternal   anarchy,   amidst    the   noise 
Of  endless  wara;  and  by  confusion  stand. 
Forhoi,  cold,  moist.  anddry.fouTchampionslierie. 
Strive  here  for  mastery,  and  to  battle  briiig 
Their  embryon  atoms :  tJiey  around  tiie  flag 
Of  each  his  faction,  in  their  several  clans, 
Light-arm'd.orheavy,  sharp,  smooth,  s  wiiV,  or  ^o  w . 
Swarm   populous,  unnumbcr'd  as  tlie  sands 
Of  Barca   or  Cyrene's   torrid  soil. 
Levied  to  side  with  warring  winds,  and  poise 
Their  lighter  wings.  To  whom  these  most  adhere 
He  rules  a  moment :    Chaos  umpire  sits. 
And  by  decision   more  embroils  the  fray. 
By  which  he  reigns  :  next  him.  high  arbiter. 
Chance  governs  all.     Into  this  wild  abyss. 
The  womb  of  Nature,  and  perhaps  her  grave. 
Of  neiiher  sea,  nor  shore,  nor  air.  nor  6re, 
But  all  these,  in  their  pregnant  causes,  raix'd 
Confusedly  ;  and  which  thus  must  ever  fight, 
Unless  the  Almighty  Maker  them  ordain. 
His  dark  materials,  to  create  more  worlds: 
Into   this   wild    abyss,   the   wary    fiend 
Stood  on  the  brink  of  Hell,  and  look'd  a  nhile. 
Pondering  his  voyage ;  for  no  narrow  frtih 
He  had  to  cross.     Nor  was  his  ear  less  peal'd 
With  noises  loud  and  ruinous,  to  compare 
Great  things  with  small,  than  when BeUonastorms 
With  all  her  b.ittering  engmes,  bent  to  rase 
Some  capital  city :  or  less,  than  if  this  frame 
Of  Heaven  were  falling,  and  these  elements 
111   mutiny,    had    from    her  axle   torn 
The  stedfast  earth.  At  last,  his  sail-broad  vans 
He  spreads  forflieht,  and.  in  (he  surging  sntoke 
Oplitted.spurns  the  ground:  thencemanyaleagve. 
As   in    a  cloudy  chair   ascending  ;    rides 
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Audacious ;  but  that  seat  soon  failing,  meets  935 

A   vast  vacuity.     All  unawares, 

Fluttering  his  pennons  vain,  plumb  down  he  drop9 

Ten  thousand  fathom  deep ;  and  to  this  hour 

Down  had  been  falling,  had  not,  by  ill  chance, 

The  strong  rebuff  of  some  tumultuous  cloud,  940 

Instinct  with  fire  and  nitre,  hurried  him 

As  many  miles  aloft:    that  fury  stay'd, 

Quenched  in  a  boggy  syrtis,  neither  sea. 

Nor  eood  dry  land  ;  nign  ibunder'd,  on  he  fares, 

Treading  the  crude  consistence,  half  on  foot,  945 

Half  flying ;  behoves  him  now  both  oar  and  sul. 

As  when  a  griffon,  through  the  wilderness 

With  winged  course,  o*er  hill  or  moory  dale, 

Pursues  the  Arimaspian,  who  by  stealth 

Had,  from   his  wakeful  custody,  purloin'd  950 

The  guarded  gold  :  so  eagerly  the  fiend,  [rare. 

O'er  bog,  or  steep,  through  strait,  rough ,  dense,  or  rare, 

Withhead,  hands,  wings,  or  feet,  pursues  his  way ; 

And  swims,  or  sinks,  or  wades,  or  creeps,  or  flies. 

At  leng^  an   universal  hubbub  wud  955 

Of  stunning  sounds,  and  voices  all  confused, 

Borne  through  tlie  hollow  dark,  assaults  his  ear 

With  loudest  vehemence.   Thither  he  plies. 

Undaunted,  to  meet  there,  whatever  power. 

Or  spirit,  of  the  nethermost  abyss,  960 

Might  in  that  noise  reside ;  of  whom  to  ask. 

Which  way  the  nearest  coast  of  darkness  lies. 

Bordering  on  light :  when,  straight,  behold  the  throne 

Of  Chaos,  andl  his  dark  pavilion,  spread 

Wide  on  the  wasteful  deep :  with  him  enthroned,  965 

Sat  sable-vested  Night,  eldest  of  things. 

The  consort  of  his  reign ;  and  by  them  stood 

Orcus  and  Ades,   and  the  dreadful  name 

Of  Demogorgon :   Rumor  next,  and  Chance, 

nd  Tumult,  and  Confusion,  all  erobroil'd ;  970 

And  Discord,  with  a  thousand  various  mouths. 
Towhom  Satan,  tumingboldly,  thus.  '^Yepowers 
And  Spirits  of  this  nethermost  abyss. 
Chaos  and  ancient  Niffht,    I  come  no  spy, 
With  purpose  to  expbre,  or  to  disturb,  ^75 

The  secrets  of  your  realm ;  but  by  constraint. 
Wandering  this  darksome  desert,  as  my  way 
lies  through  your  spacious  empire,  up  to  ligtit ; 
Afene,  and  without  guide,  half  lost,  I  seek 
What  readiest  path  leadi,  whereyour  gloomy  bounds  ^^^ 

Confine  with  Heaven ;  or  if  some  bther  phce, 
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From  your  dominion  won,  the  ethereal  Kmg 

Possesses  lately,  thither  to  arrive^ 

I  travel  this  profound :   direct  my  course ; 

Directed,  no  mean  recompense  it  brings  935 

To  your  behoof;   if  I   that  region  lost« 

All  usurpation  thence  expell'd,  reduce 

To  her  original  darkness,   and   your  sway 

Which  is  my  present  journey  and  once  more 

Erect  the  standard  there  of  ancient  Night.  i^ 

Yours  be  the  advantage  all,  mine  the  revenge." 

Thus  Satan;  and  htm  thus  the  Anarch  old. 
With  faltering  speech  and  visage  incomposed, 
Answer'd:  *'  I  know  thee.  Stranger,  who  thou  art; 
That  mighty  leading  angel,  who  of  late  995 

Made  head  against  Heaven's  King,  though  overthrown 
I  saw  and  heard ;  for  such  a  numerous  host 
Fled  not  in  silence,  through  the  frighted  deep, 
With  ruin   upon   ruin,  rout  on  rout. 
Confusion  worse  confounded  ;  and  Heaven-gates  ICOO 

Pour'd  out  by  millions  her  victorious  bands^ 
Pursuing.     I  upon   my  frontiers  here 
Keep   residence;    if  all   I   can   will   serve 
That  little,  which   is  led  so   to  defend. 
Encroached  on  still,  through  your  intestine  broiU.  1005 

Weakening  the  sceptre  of  old  Night:  first  Hell, 
Your  dungeon,  stretching  far  and  wide  beneath , 
Now  lately  Heaven  and  Earth,  another  world^ 
Hung  o'er  my  realm,  link'd  in  a  golden  chain 
To  that  side  Heaven ,  from  whence  your  legions  fell  1010 

If  that  way  be  your  walk,  you  have  not  far; 
So  much  the  nearer  danger :  go,  and  speed  : 
Havoc,  and  spoil,  and  ruin  are  my  gain.*' 

He  ceased ;  and  Satan  staid  not  to  reply  ; 
But  glad,  that  now  his  sea  should  find  a  shore,  1015 

With  fresh  alacrity  and  force  renew 'd. 
Springs   upward,  like  a   pyramid   of  tiro, 
Into  the  wild  expanse;  and,  through  the  shock 
Of  fighting  elements,  on  all  sides  round 
Environ'd,  wins  his  way  ;  harder  beset  1020 

And  more  endanger'd,  than  when  Argo  pass'd 
Through  Bosporus,  betwixt  the  justling  rocks  : 
Or  when  Ulysses,  on  the  larboaixl,  shunn'd 
Chary bdis,  and  by  the  other  whirlpool  steer'd 
So   he,   with  difficulty    and   labour   hard,  lO'i.') 

Moved  on ;   with   difficulty   and   labour  he. 
But  he  once  past,  soon  after,  when  man  fell. 
Strange  alteration !    Sin  and   Death  amain. 
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FoUowing  his  track,  such  was  the  will  of  Heaven, 

Paved  after  him  a  broad  and  beaten  way,  1030 

Over  the  dark  abyss,  whose  boiling  gulf 

Tamely  endured  a  bridge,  of  wondrous  length. 

From  Hell  continued,  reaching  the  utmost  orb 

Of  this  frail  world :  by  which  the  Spirits  perverse, 

With  easy  intercourse,    pass   to   and   fro  1036 

To  tempt  or  punish  mortab ;  except  whom, 

God  and  good  angels  guard,  by  special  grace. 

But  now,  at  last,  the  sacred  influence 

Of  light  appears ;  and  from  the  walls  of  Heaven 

Shoots  far,  into  the  bosom  of  dim  Night,  1040 

A  ghmmering  dawn.     Here  Nature  first  begins 

Her  furthest  verge,  and  Chaos  to  retire ; 

As  from  her  outmost  works,  a  broken  foe, 

With  tumult  less,  and  with  less  hostile  din ; 

That  Satan,  with  less  toil,  and  now  with  ease,  10  J5 

Wafts  on  the  calmer  wave,  by  dubious  Iight» 

And,  Uke  a  weather-beaten  vessel,  holds 

Gladly  the  port,  though  shrouds  and  tackle  torn ; 

Or  in  the  emptier  waste,  resembling  air, 

Weighs  his  spread  wings,  at  leisure  to  behold  1050 

Far  off  the  empyreal  Heaven,  extended  wide 

In  circuit,  undetermined,  square  or  round; 

With  opal  towers,  and  battlements  adom'd, 

Of  living  sapphire,  once  his  native  seat; 

And  fast  by,  hanging  in  a  golden  chain,  1055 

This  pendent  world,  in  bigness  as  a  star 

Of  smallest  magnitude,  close  by  the  moon. 

Thither,  full  fraught  with  mischievous  revenge. 

Accursed,  and  in  a  cursed  hour,  he  hies. 
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THE   ARGUMENT. 

God  sitting  on  Wm  Throne,  Met  Satan  flying  towards  thiaworld, then 
newly  created ;  showa  him  to  the  Son,  who  sat  at  his  right  hand ; 
foretels  the  luceeM  of  Satan  In  perverting  raaaldnd ;  clears  Ills 
own  Justice  and  wisdom  fh>m  all  imputation,  having  created  Ifani 
free,  and  able  enough  to  have  withstood  his  tempter;  yet  de?     i 
Clares  his  purpose  of  grace  towards  him,  in  regard  he  fell  not  of 
his  own  malice,  as  did  Satan,  but  by  him  seduced.    The  Boki  of 
God  renders  praises  to  his  Father  for  the  manifcttalt^ti  of  hia       •     I 
gracious  purpose  towards  Man:    but   God  again  declares,  tl^at,    i    <i  i 
grace  cannot  be  extended  towards  Man,  without  the  aatisflBction 
of  divine  Justice;    Man  hath  offended  the  m^ettt  of  God,  hf'      ''"' \ 
aspiring  to  Godhead ;  and  therefore,  with  all  his  progcDyi  dcnrtad        >  ' '' 
to  death,  must  die,  unless  some  ooe  can  be  found  sufficient  tp     ,       • 
answer  for  his  olfence,  and  undergo  his  punishment.    The  Son 
ot  God  freely   offers  himself  a  ransom   fbr   Man :   the '  ^at^' ' ' 
accepts  him,  ordains  his  incanmtiou,  pronounces  his  endtatiOtt-  ^ '        * 
above  all  names  in  Heaven  and  Earth }  commands  all  the  Aogds 
to  adore  him :  they  obey,  and,  hymning  to  their  harps  in  taU 
quire,  celebrate  the  Father  and  the  Son.    Mean  while,   Satan 
alights,  upon  the   bare  convex  of  this  world's  outermost  orb| 
where  wandering,  he  first  finds  a  place,  since  called  the  Umbo  ai 
Vanity:  what  persons  and  things  fly  up  thither:  thence  comes 
to  the  gate  of  Heaven,  described  ascending  by  stairs,  and  the 
tvaters above  the  firmament  that  flow  about  it:  his  passage  thene* 
to  the  orb  of  the  sun ;  he  finds  there  Uriel,  the  regent  of  tfuil 
orb,  but  first  changes  himself  into  the  shape  of  a  meaner  Angel ; 
and,  pretending  a  xealous  desire  to  behold  the  new  creation,  and 
Man  whom  God  had  placed  here,  inquires  of  him  the  place  of  hia    * 
habitation,  and  is  directed :  alights  first  on  Mount  Niphatea. 
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XXAiLy  holy  Light !  offspring  of  Heaven  first-born  ; 
Or,   of  die  Eternal  co-eternal   beam, 
May  I  express  thee  unblamed  ?  since  God  is  light, 
And   never  but  in   unapproached  light 
Dwelt  from  eternity ;  dwelt  then  in  thee,  5 

Bright  effluence  of  bright  essence  increate. 
Or  l^ear'st  thou  rather,  pure  ethereal  stream, 
Whose  fountain  who  shaU  tell  ?  before  the  sun. 
Before  the  Heavens  thou  wert ;  and  at  the  voice 
Of  God,  as  with  a  mantle,  didst  invest  10 

The  rising  world  of  waters,  dark  and  deep. 
Won  from  the  void  and  formless  infinite. 
Thee  I  revisit  now   with  bolder  wing. 
Escaped  the  Stygian  pool ;  though  long  detained 
In  that  obscure  sojourn;  while,  in  my  flight,  15 

Through  utter  and  through  middle  darkness  borne. 
With  other  notes,  than  to  the  Orphean  lyre, 
1  sung  of  Chaos   and  eternal   Night ; 
Taught,  by  the  heavenly  muae,  to  venture  dovm 
The  dsirk  descent,    and  up  to  re-ascend,  ^ 

Though  hard  and  rare.    Thee  I  revisit  safe. 
And  ieel  thy  sovereign  vital  lamp ;  but  thou 
Revisit'st  not  these  eyes,  that  roll  in  vain 
To  find  thy  piercing  ray,  and  find  no  dawn ; 
So  thick  a  drop  serene  hath  quench'd  their  orbs,  25 

Or  dim  suffusion  veil'd.     Yet  not  the  more 
Cease  I  to  wander,  where  the  muses  haunt, 
Clear  spring,  or  shady  grove,  or  sunny  hill' 
Sroit  with  the  love  of  sacred  song  :  but  chief 
Tliee,  Sion,  and  the  flowery  brooks  beneath,  ^0 

That  wash  thy  hallowed  feet  and  warbling  flow 
Nightly    I    visit.     Nor,   sometimes,    forget 
rhose  other  two,  equalled  with  me  in  fate 
So  were  I  equalled  with  them  in  renown, 
Blind  Thamyris,  and  blind  Meeonides;  "^5 

And  Tiresias,  and  Phineus,  prophets  old  * 
Then  feed  on  thoughts,  that  voluntary  move 
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Harmonious  numbers  ;  as  the  wakeful  bird 

Sings  darkling,  and,  in  shadiest  covert  bid. 

Tunes  her  nocturnal  note.  Thus  with  the  year  40 

Seasons  return;    but  not  to  me  returns 

Day,  or  the  sweet  approach  of  even  or  mom. 

Or  sight  of  vernal  bloom,  or  summer's  rose. 

Or  flocks,  or  herds,  or  human  face  divine : 

But  cloud  instead,  and  ever-during  dark  45 

Surrounds  me,  from  the  cheerful  ways  of  men 

Gut  off;  and,  for  the  book  of  knowledge  fair. 

Presented  with   a  universal   blank 

Of  Nature's  works,  to  me  expunged  and  rased ; 

And  wisdom  at  one  entrance  quite  shut  out.  50 

So  much  the  rather  tliou,  celestial  Light, 

Shine  inward,  and  the  mind  through  all  her  powers 

Irradiate ;  there  plant  eyes ;  all  mist  from  thence 

Purge  and  disperse,  that  I  may  see,  and  tell 

Of  things  invisible  to   mortal  sight.  66 

Now  had  the  Almighty  Father  from  above. 
From  the  pure  empyrean,  where  he  sits  '' 

High  throned,  above  ail  highth,  bent  down  his  eye, 
His  own  works,  and  their  works,  at  once  to  view. 
About  him  all  the  Sanctities  of  Heaven  tiO 

Stood  thick  as  stars,  and  from  his  sight  received 
Beatitude  past  utterance :   on  his  right 
The   radiant  image  of  his  glory  sat. 
His  only  Son.     On  earth  he  first  beheld 
Our  two  first  parents,  yet  the  only  two  66 

Of  mankind,  in  the  happy  garden  placed. 
Reaping  immortal  fruits  of  joy  and  love ; 
Uninterrupted  joy,  unrivall'd   love. 
In  blissful  solitude.  He  then  survey'd 
Hell,  and  the  gulf  between,  and  Satan  there,  70 

Coasting  the  wall  of  Heaven,  on  this  side  Night, 
In  the  dun  air  subhme;   and  ready   now 
To  stoop,  with  wearied  wings,  and  willing  feet. 
On  the  bare  outside  of  this  world,  that  seem'd 
Firm  land  imbosomed,  without  firmament,  76 

Uncertain    which,   in   ocean   or  in  air. 
Him  God  beholding,  from  his  prospect  high. 
Wherein  past,  present,  future  he  beholds; 
Thus  to  his  only  Son,  foreseeing,  spake. 

'*  Only  begotten  Son  !  seest  thou  what  rage  80 

Transports  our  adversary  ?  whom  no  bounds 
Prescribed,  no  bars  of  Hell,  nor  all  the  chains 
Heap*d  on  him  there,  nor  yet  the  main  abyss, 
Wide  interrupt,  can  hold ;  so  bent  he  seems 
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On  desperate  revenge,  that  shall  redound  35 

Upon  his  own  rebellious  head      And  now, 

Through  all  restraint  broke  loose,  he  wings  his  way 

Not  far  off  Heaven,  in  the  precincts  of  liglit 

Directly  towards  the  new  created  world, 

And  man  there  placed ;  with  purpose  to  essay,  90 

If  him  by  force  he  can  destroy,  or,  worse. 

By  some  false  guile  pervert ;  and  shall  pervert : 

For  man  will  hearken  to  his  glozing  lies, 

And  easily  transgress  the  sole  command, 

Sole  pledge  of  bis  obedience;  so  will  fall  95 

He  and  his  faithless  progeny. — Whose  feult  ? 

Whose,  but  his  own  ?  Ingrate !  he  had  of  me, 

AU  he  could  have  :  I  made  him  just  and  right. 

Sufficient  to  have  stood,  though  free  to  foilU 

Such  I  created  all  the  ethereal  powers  100 

And  Spirits,  both  them  who  stood,  and  them  who  fail'd ; 

Freely  they  stood  who  stood,  and  fell  who  fell. 

Not  free,  what  proof  could  they  have  given  sincere 

Of  true  allegiance,  constant  faith  or  love, 

Where  only  what  they  needs  must  do  appeared,  105 

Not  what  Uiey  would  f  what  praise  could  they  receive  • 

What  pleasure  I  from  such  obedience  paid, 

When  will  and  reason  (reason  also  is  choice; 

Useless  and  vain,  of  freedom  both  despoiFd, 

Made  passive  both,  had  served  necessity,  110 

Not  me  ?  They,  therefore,  as  to  right  belong*d 

So  were  created ;  nor  can  justly  accuse 

Their  Maker,  or  their  making,  or  their  fate, 

As   if  predestination   over-ruled 

Their  will,  disposed  by  absolute  decree,  115 

Or  high  foreknowledge.  They  themselves  decreed 

Their  ovm  revolt,  not  I ;  if  I  foreknew, 

Fbreknowledge  had  no  influence  on  their  fault. 

Which  had  no  less  proved  certain,  unforeknown. 

So,  without  least  impulse,  or  shadow  of  fate,  1 20 

Or  aught  by  me  immutably  foreseen. 

They  trespass;  authors  to  themselves  in  all. 

Both  what  they  judge,  and  what  they  choose;  for  so 

I  form'd  them  free,  and  free  they  must  remain. 

Till  they  enthral  themselves :  I  else  must  change  125 

Their  nature,  and  revoke  the  high  decree 

Unchangeable,   eternal,   which  ordain'd 

Hieir  freedom :  they  themselves  ordain*d  their  ML 

The  first  sort,  by  their  own  suggestion  fell. 

Self-tempted,  self-depraved.  Man  falls,  deceived  1^0 

By  the  other  first ;  man  therefore  shall  find  grace, 


70  FARADlSfi    LOST. 

The  other  none :  in  mercy  and  justice  both, 
Through  Heaven  and  Earth ,  so  shall  my  glory  excel ; 
But  mercy,  first  and  last,  shall  brightest  shme/' 

Thus  wh  ile  God  spake,  ambrosial  fragrance  fill'd  1 35 

All  heaven ;  and  in  the  blessed  Spirits  elect, 
Sense  of  new  joy  ineffoble  disused 
Beyond  compare  the  Son  of  GkNi  was  seen 
Most  glorious ;  in  him  all  bis  FaUier  shone. 
Substantially  ezpress'd ;  and  in  his  face  140 

Divine  compassion  visibly  appear'd, 
Jx)ve  without  end,  and  without  measure  grace ; 
Which  uttering  thus,  he  to  his  Father  spake. 

''O  Father!  gracious  was  that  word,  which  closed 
Thy  sovereign  sentence,  that  man  should  find  grace;  145 

For  which,  both  Heaven  and  Earth  shall  high  extol 
Thy  praises,  with  the  innumerable  sound 
Of  hymns  and  sacred  songs,  wherewith  thy  throne, 
Encompass'd,  shall  resound  thee  ever  bless'd. 
For  should   man  finally  be  lost?  should  man,  150 

Thy  creature  late  so  loved,  tiiy  youngest  son. 
Fall  circumvented  thus  by  fraud,  though  joinM 
With  his  own  folly  ?  That  be  fi'om  iSiee  far. 
That  far  be  from  thee,  Father,  who  art  Judge 
Of  all  things  made,  and  judgest  only  right.  l55 

Or,   shall  the   adversary   thus  obtain 
His  end,  and  frustrate  thine?  shall  he  fulfil 
His  malice,  and  thy  goodness  bring  to  nought? 
Or  proud  return,  though  to  his  heavier  doom, 
Yet  with  revenge  accomplish 'd,  and  to  Hell  160 

Draw  after  him  the  whole  race  of  mankind. 
By  him  corrupted?   or  wilt   thou   thyself 
Abolish   thy  creation,   and  unmake 
For  him,  what  for  thy  glory  thou  hast  made  ? 
So  should  thy  goodness,  and  thy  gn^eatness,  both  1 65 

Be question'd ,  and  blasphemed,  without  defence." 

To  whom  the  great  Creator  thus  replied  : 
"O  Son,  in  whom  my  soul  hath  chief  delight ! 
Son  of  my   bosom!    Son,   who  art  alone 
My  word,  my  wisdom,  and  effectual  might!  170 

All  hast  thou  spoken,  as  my  thoughts  are ;  all 
As  my  eternal   purpooe  hath   decreed : 
Man  shall  not  quite  be  lost,  but  saved  who  will ; 
Yet  not  of  will  in  him,  but  grace  in  me. 
Freely  vouchsafed.  Once  more  I  will  renew  175 

His  lapsed  powers,  though  forfeit,  and  enthrall'd 
Bv   sin,   to  foul  exorbitant  desires: 
Upheld  by  me,  yet  once  more  he  shall  stand. 


On  even  groundy  against  lit»  ntortal  foe ; 

By  me  uphekl>  tliat  he  may  know  how  frail  .  •    i^) 

His  fallen  condition  is,  and   to    me  owe 

AU  his  deliverance*  and  to  none  but  me. 

Some  1  have  chosen    of  peculiar  grace. 

Elect  above  the  rest;   so  is  my  will: 

The  rest  shall  hear  me  call,  and  ott  be  warned  1^5 

Their  sinful  state;  and  to  appease  betimes 

The  incensed  Deity,  while  oner'd  grace 

Invites :  for  I  will  clear  their  senses  dark. 

What  may  suffice,  and  soften  stony  hearts 

To  pray,  repent,  and  bring  obedience  due.  190 

I  To  prayer,  repentance,  and  obedience  due. 

Though  but .  endeavoured  with  sincere  intent, 
I  Mine  ear  shall  not  be  slow,  mine  eye  not  shut. 

j  And  1  will  place  within  them,  as  a  guide, 

I  My  umpire.  Conscience;  whom  if  they  will  hear,  195 

Light  after  light,  well  used,  they  shall  attain  ; 

And  to  the  end   persisting,   safe  arrive. 

This,  my  long  sufferance,  and  my  day  of  grace. 

They  who  neglect  and  scorn,  shall  never  taste : 

But  hard  be  harden'd,  blind  be  blinded  more,  200 

That  they  may  stumble  on,  and  deeper  fall ; 

And  none  but  such  from  mercy  I  exclude. 

But  yet  all  is  not  done :  man  disobeying, 

Disloyal,   breaks   his   fealty,   and  sins 

Against  the  high  supremacy  of  Heaven,  205 

Affecting  Godhead,  and,  so  losing  all, 

To  expiate   his  treason  hath   nought  left, 

But  to  destruction  sacred   and  devote. 

He,   with   his   whole   posterity,   must  die; 

Die,   he  or  justice  must :    unless  for  him,  210 

Some  other,  able,  and   as  willing,    pay 

The  rigid  satisfaction »  death   for  death. 

Say,  heavenly  poweis,  where  shall  we  find  such  love  ? 

Which  of  ye  will  be  mortal,  to  redeem 

Man's  mortal  crime,  and  Just,  the  unjust  to  save?  215 

Dwells  in  all  heaven  cnarity  so  dear?*' 

He  ask'd ;  but  all  the  heavenly  quire  stood  mute, 

And  silence  was  in  heaven :  on  man's  behalf. 

Patron   or   intercessor,  none  appear'd; 

Much  less  that  durst  upon  his  own  head  draw  220 

The   deadly   forfeiture,   and  ransom   set. 

And    now,  without  redemption,   all   mankind 

Must  have  been  lost,  adjudged  to  death  and  Hell 

By  doom  severe ;  had  not  the  Son  of  God, 

In  whom  the  fulness  dwells  of  love  divine,  '-^25 
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His  dearest  mediatioii  thus  renew'd : 
' '  Father  i  thy  worctis  pass'd,  man  shall  find  grace 

And  shall  grace  not  find  means,  that  finds  her  way 

The  speediest  of  thy  winged  messeneers. 

To  visit  all  thy  creatures,  and  to  nfi  1230 

Comes  unprevented,  unimplored,  unsought? 

Happy  for  man,  so  coming;  he   her  aid 

Can  never  seek-,  once  dead  in  sins  and  lost : 

Atonement  for  himself,  or  offering  meet, 

Indebted  and  undone,  hath  none  to  bring:  2!^ 

Behold  ME  then ;  me  for  him,  life  for  lifb 

I  offer;   on  me  let  thine  anger  fiedl: 

Account  me  man ;  1,  for  his  sake,  wiH  leave 

Thy  bosom;  and  this  glory,  next  to  thee. 

Freely   put  off;   and   for  nim   lastly  die,  *240 

Well  pleased.  On  me  let  Death  wreak  all  his  rage ; 

Under  his  gloomy  power,  1  shall  not  long 

Lie  vanquish *d ;  thou  hast  given  me  to  possess 

life  in  myself  for  ever ;  by  thee  I  live. 

Though  now  to  Death  I  yield,  and  am  his  due,  245 

All  that  of  me  can  die :  yet  that  debt  paid. 

Thou  wilt  not  leave  me  in  the  loathsome  grave. 

His  prey,  nor  suffer  my  unspotted  soul, 

For  ever  with  corruption,  there  to  dwell. 

But  1  shall  rise  victorious,  and  subdue  250 

My  vanquisher,  spoii'd  of  his  vaunted  spoil. 

Death  his  death's  wound  shall  then  receive,  and  stoop 

Inglorious,  of  his  mortal  sting  disarm'd. 

I,  through  the  ample  air,  in  triumph  high, 

Shall  lead  Hell  captive,  maugre  Hell,  and  show  255 

The  Powers  of  darkness  bound.  Thou,  at  the  sight 

Pleased,  out  of  Heaven  shalt  look  down  and  smile  ; 

While,  by  thee  raised,  I  ruin  all  my  foes. 

Death  last,  and  with  his  carcass  glut  the  grave  : 

Then,  with  the  multitude  of  my  redeem'd,  '^60 

Shall  enter  Heaven,  long  absent,  and  return, 

Father !  to  see  thy  face,  wherein  no  cloud 

Of  anger  shall  remain,  but  peace  assured. 

And  reconcilement :  wrath  shall  be  no  more 

Thenceforth,  but  in  thy  presence  joy  entire."  266 

His  words  here  ended  ;  but  his  meek  aspect 

Silent  yet  spake,  and  breathed  immortal  love 

To  mortal  men ;  above  which  only  shone 

Filial  obedience.     As   a   sacrifice 

Glad  to  be  offer'd,  he  attends  the  will  ^70 

Of  his  great  Father.     Admiration  seized 

AH  Heaven  ;  what  this  might  mean,  and  whither  tcr^ 
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Wondering :  but  soon  the  Almighty  thus  replied. 
"  O  thou,  in  Heaven  and  Earth  the  only  peace 
Found  out  for  mankind,  under  wrath  !  O  thou. 
My  sole  complacence  1  well  thou  know'st  how  deai  275 

To  me  are  all  my  works,  nor  man  the  least. 
Though  last  created ;  that  for  him  I  spare 
Thee  from  my  bosom  and  right  hand,  to  save, 
By  losing  thee  a  while,  the  whole  race  lost. 
Thouy  therefore,  whom  thou  only  canst  redeem,  280 

Their  nature  also  to  thy   nature  join ; 
And  be  thyself  man,  among  men  on  earth, 
Made  flesh,  when  time  shall  be,  of  virgin  seed, 
By  wondrous  hitth.    Be  thou,  in  Adam's  room. 
The  head  of  all  mankind,  though  Adam's  son.  285 

As  in  him  perish  all  men,  so  in  thee, 
As  from  a  second  root,  shall  be  restored 
As  many  as  are  restored  ;  without  thee,  none. 
His  crime  makes  guilty  all  his  sons ;  thy  merit 
Imputed  shall  al^ve  them,  who  renounce  290 

1%aii  own  both  righteous  and  unrighteous  deeds, 
And  live  in  thee  transplanted,  and  from  thee 
Receive  new  life.     So  man,  as  is  most  just. 
Shall  satisfy  for  man,  be  judged  and  die ; 
And  dying  rise,  and,  rising,  with  him  raise  295 

His  brethren,  ransom'd  with  his  own  deai  life. 
So  heavenly  love  shall  outdo  hellish  hate, 
Giv*jag  to  death,  and  dying  to  redeem; 
So  dearly  to  redeem,  what  hellish  hate 
So  easily  destroyed,   and  still  destroys  300 

In  those  who,  when  they  may,  accept  not  grace. 
Nor  shalt  thou,  by  descending  to  assume 
Man's  nature,  lessen  or  degrade  thine  own. 
Because  thou  hast,  though  throned  in  highest  bliss, 
Equal  to  Grod,  and  equally  enjoying  305 

Gtodlike  fruition,  quitted  all,  to  save 
A  world  from  utter  loss,  and  hast  been  found. 
By  merit  more  than  birthright,  Son  ot  God  ; 
Found  worthiest  to  be  so,  by  being  good, 
Far  more  than  greater  high  :  because  in  thee,  310 

Loire  hath  abounded  more  than  glory  abounds, 
Therefore,  thy  humiliation  shall  exalt. 
With  thee  thy  manhood,  also  to  this  throne. 
Here  shalt  thou  sit  incarnate,  here  shalt  relj^n. 
Both  God  and  Man,  Son  both  of  God  and  Man,  S15 

Anointed  universal  King.     All  power 
I  give  thee  ;  r^ign  for  ever,  and  assume 
Thy  merits :  under  thee,  as  head  supreme, 
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Thrones,  princedoms,  powers,  dominions,  1  redace : 

All  knees  to  thee  shall  bow,  of  them  that  bide  32O 

In  Heaven  or  Earth,  or  under  Earth  in  Hell. 

When  thou,  attended  gloriously,  from  Heaven, 

Shalt  in  the  sky  appear,  and  from  thee  send 

The  summoning  Arch-angels  to   proclaim 

Thy  dread  tribunal ;  forthwith,  from  all  winds,  3^5 

The  living,  and  forthwith,  the  cited  dead, 

Of  all  past  ages,  to  the  general  doom 

Shall  hasten  ;  such  a  peal  shall  rouse  their  sleep. 

Then  all  thy  saints  assembled,  thou  shalt  judge 

Bad  men  and  Angels ;  they  arraign'd  shall  sink  330 

Beneath  thy  sentence ;   Hell,  her  numbers  ftill» 

Thenceforth  sliall  be  for  ever  shut.     Meanwhile 

The  world  shall  burn,  and  from  her  ashes  spring 

New  heaven  and  earth ;  wherein  the  just  shall  dwell. 

And,   after  all  their   tribulations  long,  335 

See  golden  days,  fruitful  of  golden  deeds,  i 

With  joy  and  love  triumphing,  and  fair  truth. 

Then  thou  thy  regal  sceptre  shalt  lay  by. 

For  regal  sceptre  then  no  more  shall  need, 

God  shall  be  all  in  all.     But  all  ye  Gods,  ^40 

Adore  him,  who  to  compass  all  this  dies; 

Adore  the  Son,  and  honor  him  as  me." 

No  sooner  had  the  Almighty  ceased,  but  all 
The  multitude  of  Angels,   with  a  shout. 
Loud,  as  from  numbers  without  number,  sweet,  845 

As  from  bless*d  voices,  uttering  joy  ;  Heaven  rung 
With  jubilee,  and  loud  hosannas  fiird 
The  eternal  regions :    lowly  reverent. 
Towards  either  throne  they  bow,  and  to  the  ground, 
With   solemn  adoration,   down  they   cast  350 

Iheir  crowns,  inwove  with  amaranth  and  gold 
Immortal  amaranth,    a  flower,  which  once 
In  Paradise,  fast  by  the  tree  of  life. 
Began  to  bloom  ;  but  soon,  for  man*s  offence. 
To  Heaven  removed,  where  first  it  grew ;  there  grows,        355 
And  flowers  aloii,  shading  the  fount  of  life, 
And  where  the  river  of  bliss,  through  midst  of  Heaven, 
Rolls  o'er  Elysian  flowers  her  amber  stream  ; 
Witli  these,  that  never  fade,  the  Spirits  elect 
Bind  their  resplendent  locks,  inwreathed  with  beams.        360 
Now  in  loose  garlands,  thick  thrown  off,  the  bright 
Pavement,  that  like  a  sea  of  jasper  shone, 
Impurpled  with  celestial  roses,  smiled. 
Tlien,  crownM  again,  their  golden  harps  they  took, 
Harps  ever  tuned,  that,  glittering  by  their  side,  ^^^^ 


J  Like  quivers  hung;,  and  willi  preamble  sweet 
EOf  chanuing  ayinphuDy,  (bey  inuoduce 
I  Their  gacred  song,  and  wulceti  raptures  high  : 
:e  eiempl,  no  voice  but  well  could  join 
'  Melodious  part ;  auch  concord  is  in  Heaven. 
I       "Thee,  Father,"  first tliey sung,  "omnipoienl! 
J^Imniutiible.  immorlal,  infinite, 
Istemal  King!  Thee,  Author  of  all  being, 
liFotintain  ol'  light,   tbyseir  invisible, 
\  Amidst  the  glorious  biightness,  where  thou  sit'st 
rThroned  i n accessible ;  but  when  thoushudest 
I  ,The  full  blaze  of  thy  beams,  and  through  n.  cloud 
1  Drawn  round  about  thee,  like  a  r.idiant  shrine, 
r  Dark  with  eKceasive  bright,  thy  skirts  appear  ; 
I  Tet  dutjie  Heaven,  that  brighicst  Scruplum 
I  Appronch  not,  but  witli  botli  wings  veil  tlieit  eyes," 
I  '*  Ihce,"  nent  they  sang,  "  of  all  creation  first, 
I'  Begotten  Son,   divine  similitude  ; 
I'  In  whose  conspicuous  countenance,  witliouL  cloud 
['Hnde  vitible,  the  Almigbty  Father  shines, 
I  Wlioni  else  no  creature  can  behold :  on  ihee 
I  lB>pre»*d,  the  eilulgence  ofliis  glory  abides  ; 
I  Trantruscd  on  thee,  his  ample  Spirit  rests. 
I  He  Heaven  of  Heavens,  and  all  the  powers  therein. 
^  thee  created,  and  by  thee,  threw  down 
rhe  aspiring  domi nations  :  thou,  that  day, 
I^SIljr  Father's  dreadful  thunder  didst  not  spare, 
1.  Nor  stop  tliy  flaming  cbariot-wlieels,  that  shook 
L  Heaven's  everlasting  frame  ;  while  o'er  ilie  netjks 
['Thou  dnivest    -f  warring  Angels  disarray 'd. 
1  Back  from  pursuit,  ihy  powers,  with  loud  acclaim. 
I  Xbee  Only  extoll'd.  Son  of  thy  Father's  might, 
LTo  execute  fierce  vengeance  ou  his  foes: 
L  Vot  so  on  mail :  him,  through  their  malice  full'ii, 
LFuher  of  mercy  and  grace,  thou  didst  not  doom 
fJBo  strictly,  but  much  more  to  pity  incline. 
WSfo    foonet  did   tfay  dear  and  only  Son 
T  Perceive  thee  purposed,  not  to  doom  frail  mgii 
I  Bo  strictly,  but  much  more  to  pity  inclined, 
I  Re,  to  appease  thy  wrath,  and  end  the  strifv 
tlOf  Ricrcy  iind  juatice,  in  tliy  &ce  discem'd, 
H|legardltss  of  ttie  bliss,  wherein    he   sat, 
ISeeond   to   thee,   otier'd   himself    to   die 
I  For  man's  ofleuce.     O  unexampled  love, 
I  Love  no  where  to  be  found,  less  thau  divine, 
K'Hait.Son  of  God!  Saviour  of  men  1  lliy  nnme 
■Sball  be  the  copious  matter  of  "tiy  song. 
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Henceforth,  and  never  shall  my  harp  thy  praise 
Foipet,  nor  from  thy  Father's  praise  disjoin." 

Thus  they  in  Heaven,  above  the  starry  Sfhere  415 

Their  happy  hours  in  joy  and  hymning  spent. 
Meanwhile,  upon  the  firm  opftccus  ^be 
Ol*  this  round  vorid.  whose  first  convex  divides 
The  luminous   iuferior  orbs,  enclosed 
From  Chaos,  and  the  inroad  of  darkness  old,  4^ 

Satan  alighted  walks.      A  globe  far  off 
It  secm*d,  now  seems  a  boundless  continent. 
Dark,  waste,  and  wikl«  under  the  frown  of  Night, 
Starless  exposed,  and  ever-threatening  storms 
Of  Chaos  blusteriug  round,  inclement  sky ;  '   425 

Save  on  that  side,  which  Ifnom  the  wall  of  Heaven, 
Tiiou^h  distant  tar,  some  small  reflection  gains 
0(  t^limmoring  air.  less  vex'd  with  tempest  loud : 
Here  waik*d  the  fiend  at  large  in  spacious  field. 
As  when   a   vulture,   on   Imaos  bred.  490 

Whv^e  snowy  ridge  the  roviug  Tartar  bounds^ 
Dislodging  tiom  a  region  scarce  of  prey. 
To  ux^r^'  the  tle^h  of  lambs*  or  veanlinsr  kid<. 
On  hills,  where  docks  are  ted.  flies  toward  the  springt 
Of  Ganges,  or  Hydaspes,  Indian  streams:  4^ 

But  in  iiis  way.  lights  on  the  barren  plaina 
Of  Serioana,   where  Chinese*  drive. 
With  satis  and  wind,  their  oanv  wasons  li^ht : 
So,  on  this  windy  sea  cf  land,  the  fiend 
Walked  up  and  down,  alone,  bent  on  his  prey  :  440 

Alone,  for  other  creature  in  this  place. 
Living  or  lifeless,  to  be  found  was  none ; 
None  yet,  but  store  hereafter,  from  the  eaith« 
Up  hither,  like  aerial  vapours,  dew. 
Of  all  things  transitory  and  vain,  when  sin  445 

With  vanity  had  till*d  the  works  of  men : 
Both  all  things  vain,  and  all  who  on  rain  things 
Built  their  fond  hopes  of  glory,  or  lasting  lame. 
Or  happiness  in  this,  or  the  other  life : 
All,  who  have  their  reward  on  earth,  the  fruits  450 

Of  painful  superstition,  and  blind   leal. 
Nought  seeking  but  the  praise  of  men,  here  find 
Fit  retribution,   empty   as  their  deeds : 
All  the  unaccompUsh'd  works  of  Nature's  hand. 
Abortive,  monstrous,  or  unkindly  mix*d,  455 

Dissolved  on  earth,  fleet  hither,  and  in  vain. 
Till  final  dissolution,  wander  here ; 

Not  in  the  neighbouring  moon,   as  some  have  dream'd; 
Those  argent  fields,  more  likely  ha*jitants. 


tmulated  saints,  or  uiildle  spirits  hold, 

etwijct  the  angelical  and  liuman  kind. 
Hither,  of  ill'join'd  sods  and  daughters  born. 
First,  fiom  the  ancient  world,  those  gtaals  cnme, 
With  maoya  raio  exploit,  lliough  thea  renown'd : 
Hie  builders  next  of  Babel,  on  the  plain 
Of  Sennaar;   and  still  witli  vain  design, 
New  Babels,  had  they  whetewillial,  would  build. 
Others  came  single ;  he  who,  lo  be  deem'd 
A   god.    leap'd    fondly   into  Mtnn    flaint^s, 
Emprdocles ;    and  he   who,    to  enjoy 
Pinto's   Elysium,  leap'd   Into   tlie   sea, 
Cleombrotus ;  and  many  more  too  long, 
Embryos,  and  idiots,  eremites,  and  friars, 
White,  black,  and  gray,  with  all  tlieir  tiumpery. 
pilgrims  roam,  that  stray'd  so  far  to  neelc, 
ilgotlia,  him  dead,   who  lives  in  Heaven  : 
jid  they  who,  to   be  sure   of  Paradise, 
>)'tng,  put  on  tlie  weeds  of  Dominic, 

>r,  in  Franciscan  ihink  lo  pass  disguised 

liey  passed  the  planets  seven,  iind  pass  tlie  fix'd, 
kul  that  crystailinespherc,  whose  balance  weighs 
The  trepidation  talk'd,  and  that  fimt  niuvcd  : 
|Aad  now  Saint  Peter,  at  Heaven's  wicket,  seems 

□  wait  them  with  his  keys ;  and  now  at  loot 
Of  Heaven's  ascent,  they  Ell  their  Teel,  when  lo, 
A:  violent  cross  wind,  from  either  coast, 
Slows  ihcm  transverse,  lea  thousand  leagues  awry, 
bto  the  devious  air:  then  might  ye  see 
fowls,  hoods,  and  habits,  with  their  wearers,  loss'd 
And  fiutter'd  into  rags;  then  reliques,  beads, 
ludiilgences,  dispenses,  pardons,  bulls, 
Phe  sport  of  winds :  all  these,  upwhirl'd  aloft, 
o'er  the  back  side  of  the  world,  fnr  off, 
>  a  limlio,  large  and  broad,  since  cali'd 
Rie  Paradise  of  rools,  to  few  unknown 
ikong  al\er,  now  unpeopled,  and  untrod 
,AU  this  dark  globe  tlie  Fiend  found  as  he  passed  ; 
And  long  he  wander'd,  till  at  last,  a  gleam 
Of  dawning  light  tiirn'd  ihither-ward  in  haste 
Rti  travell'd  sleps  :  far  distant  he  descries, 
AAnnding   by   degrees   magiii6cent 
tfp  to  llie  wall  of  Heaven,  a  structure  high  : 
At  lop  whereof,  but  far  nioie  rich,  appear'd 
Tlis  work,  a<  of  a  kinG:ly   palacc-gate, 
VilH   frontispiece  of  diamond  and  ^old 
*'"*— "■•ii'd ;  thick  with  spaiUing  orient  gems 
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The  portal  shone,  inimitable  on  earth. 

By  model,  or  by  shading  pencil  drawn. 

The  stairs  were  such,  as  whereon  Jacob  saw 

Angels  ascending  and  descending,  bands  51D 

Of  guardians  bright ;  when  he  from  Esau  fled 

To  Padan-Aram,   in  the  field  of  Luz 

Dreaming  by  night,  under  the  open  sky, 

And  waking  cried,  '  This  is  the  gate  of  Heaven  !' 

Each  stair  mysteriously  was  meant,  nor  stood  515 

There  always,  but  drawn  up  to  Heaven,  sometimes 

Viewless  ;  and  underneath,  a  bright  sea  flow'd 

Of  jasper,  or  of  liquid  pearl ;    whereon. 

Who  after  came  from  earth,  sailing  arriyed 

Wafted   by   Angels,   or  flew  o'er  l^e  lake,  580^ 

Rapt  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  fiery  steeds. 

The  stairs  were  then  let  down,  whether  to  dare 

The  fiend  by  easy  ascent,  or  aggravate 

His  sad  exclusion  from  the  doors  of  bliss : 

Direct  against  which,  open'd  finom  beneath,  325 

Just  o'er  the  blissful  seat  of  Paradise, 

A  passage  down  to  the  earth,  a  passage  wide ; 

Wider  by  far  than  that  oiF  after- times, 

Over  mount  Sion,  and,  though  that  were  large. 

Over  the  Promised  Land,  to  God  so  dear:  SdO 

By  which,  to  visit  oft  those  happy  tribes. 

On   high   behests,   his  Angels  to  and   fro 

Pass'd  frequent,  and  his  eye  with  choice  regard 

From  Paneas,  the  fount  of  Jordan's  flood. 

To   Beersaba,   where  the   Holv   Land  535 

Borders  on  Egypt,  and  the  Arabian  shore ; 

So  wide  the  opening  seem'd,  where  bounds  were  set 

To  darkness,  such  as  bound  the  ocean-wave. 

Satan  from  hence,  now  on  the  lower  stair, 

That  scaled  by  steps  of  gold  to  Heaven-gate,  540  / 

Looks  down  with  wonder,  at  the  sudden  view 

Of  all  this  world  at  once.     As  when  a  scout. 

Through  dark  and  desert  ways,  with  peril  gone 

All  night,  at  last  by  break  of  cheerful  dawn, 

Obtains  the  brow  of  some  high-climbing  hill,  545 

Which   to  his  eye  discovers   unaware,  ! 

The  goodly  prospect  of  some  foreign  I.uid 

First  seen  ;  or  some  renown'd  metropolis, 

With  glistering  spires,  and  pinnacles  adoriTd 

Which  now  tlie  rising  sun  gilds  with  Iiis  beams.  550 

Such  wonder  seized,  though  after  Heaven  seen. 

The  spirit  malign ;  but  much  more  envy  seiz^  i 

At  sight  of  all  this  world    beheld  so  fair.  ! 


tounil  he  surreys ;  and  well  might,  where  he  Btood 
So   high,   above  the  circling  canopy  ji53 

or  night's  extended  shade  ;  Trom  eastern  point 
Of  Libra,  to  the  fleecy  star,  that   bears 
Androiueda   Car   off  Atlantic  seas, 
Beyond  the  horizon,    Then  fram  polo  to  pole, 
tie  views  in  breadth  ;  and.  without  longer  pause  5^ 

Down  tight  into  the  world's  iint  region,  throws 
ffis  flight  precipitant ;  and  winds  with  ease,         c 
Through  the  pure  marble  air,  his  oblique  way.  ' 

Amongst  innumerable   stars,    that    slione 
£tun«  distant,  but  nigh  iiand,  seein'd  other  vmrlds  ggs 

Or  other  worlds  tUey  seecn'd,  or  happy  isles,  > 

Like  those  Hesperian  gank-ns,  fanned  of  old. 
Fortunate  fields,  and  groies,  and  Howery  Tales, 
Thrice  h^ippy  isles  :  but  who  dwelt  happy  there.  ' 

He  ttaid  not  lo  inquire:    above  them  all  570 

The  golden  sun,  in  splendor  likest  Heaven, 
AUnred  his  eye  :  thither  his  course  he  beuds, 
Dirough  the  calm  firmament ;  but  up  or  down. 
By  centre  or  eccentric,  hard  to  tell. 
Or  longitude  ;  where  the  great  himinary,  Ti?,! 

Aloof  the  vulgar  constelktions   thick, 
T^  from  his  lordly  eye  keep  distance  due. 
Dingienses  light  from  fiir :  they,  as  they  move 
^eir  starry  dance  in  numbers  tliat  compute 
Days,  montlis,  and  years,  towards  his  alUchcering  lump 
rn  swift  their  various  motions,  or  are  turn'd  riH\ 

'By  liis  magnetic  beam,  tlint  gently  warms 
Tdtt  universe,  and  to  each  inward  part, 
"Wilb  gentle  {lenetration,  though  unseen. 
Shoots  invisible  virtue,  even  lo  the  deep ;  64,5 

So  wondrously  was  set  his  station   bright. 
TliHe  lands  [he  fiend,  a  spot  hkc  which,  perhaps, 
^Astronome^   in    the  sun's   lucent  orb, 
Throii{;h  his  glazed  optic  tube,  yet  never  saw. 
<The  place  he  found  beyond  expression  bright.  590 

'Compared  with  snght  on  earth,  metal  or  stone ; 
Hot  all  parts  like,  but  all  alike  inform'd, 
'  Vidi  radiant  tight,  as  glowing  iron  with  fire  ; 
:lf  metal,  part  seem'd  gold,  part  silver  cleBr : 
'If  stone,   carbuncle  most  or  chrysolite,  .'ill.''] 

!Ruby  or  topaz,  to  the  twelve  that  shone 
h  Aaron's  breast-plate,  and  a  stone  brides. 
Imagined  rather  ort.  than  elsewhere  seen  ; 
That  Stone,  or  like  to  that,  which  here  below 
Phikwophers  in  vain  so  long  have  sought:  GOO 
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In  vain,  though,  by  their  powerful  art,  they  bind 

Volatile  Hermes,  and  call  up  unbound. 

In  various  shapes,  old  Proteus  from  the  sea, 

Drain*d  through  a  limbec  to  his  native  form. 

What  wonder  then,  if  fields  and  regions  here  605 

Breathe  forth  elixir  pure,  and  rivers  run 

Potable  gold,  when,  with  one  virtuous  touch, 

The  arch-chemic  sun,  so  far  from  us  remote, 

Produces#with  terrestrial  humour  mix*d. 

Here  in  the  dark,  so  many  precious  things,  610 

Of  colour  glorious,  and  enect  so   rare? 

Here,  matter  new  to  gaze  the  Devil  met, 

Undazzled  :  far  and  wide  his  eye  commands ; 

For  sight  no  obstacle  fouud  here,  nor  shade, 

But  all  sunshine  :  as  when  his  beams  at  noon  615 

Cuiminate  from  the  equator;  as  they  now 

Shot  upward,  still  direct,  whence  no  way  round, 

Shadow  from  body  opaque  can  fall ;  and  the  air 

No  where  so  clear,  sharpened  his  visual  ray. 

To   objects  distant  far;    whereby  he  soon  620 

Saw  within  ken,  a  glorious  angel  stand, 

The  same,  whom  John  saw  also  in  the  sun. 

His  back  was  turn'd,  but  not  his  brightness  hid : 

Of  beaming  sunny  rays,   a  golden  tiar 

Circled  his  head ;  nor  less  his  locks  behind,  625 

Illustrious  on  his  shoulders,  fledge  with  wings. 

Lay  waving  round  :  on  some  great  charge  employed 

He  seem'd,  or  fix*d  in   cogitation  deep. 

Glad  was  the  Spirit  impure ;  as  now  in  hope 

To  find,  who  might  direct  his  wandering  flight  630 

To  Paradise,  the  happy  seat  of  man, 

His  journey's  end,  ana  our  beginning  woe. 

But  first  he  casts  to  change  his  proper  shape, 

Which  else  might  work  him  dan&;er  or  delay  : 

And   now,   a  stripling- cherub  he   appears,  635 

Not  of  the  orime,  yet  such,  as  in  his  face 

Youth  smiled  celestial,  and,  to  every  limb. 

Suitable  grace  diffused ;  so  well  he  feign 'd. 

Under  a  coronet,  his  flowing  hair. 

In  curls  on  either  cheek,  play*d  ;  wings  he  wore,  640 

Of  many  a  coloured  plume,  sprinkled  with  gold ; 

His  habit  fit  for  speed  succinct,  and  held 

Before  his  decent  steps,   a  silver  wand. 

He  drew  not  nigh  unheard  ;  the  angel  bright. 

Ere  he  drew  nigh,  his  radiant  visage  turn'd,  645 

Admonish'd  by  his  ear ;  and  straight  was  known 

The   arch-angel   Uriel,   one  of  the  ^ven 
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Who  in  God*8  presence,  nearest  to  his  throne, 

Stand  ready  at  command ;  and  are  his  eyes, 

That  run  through  all  the  Heavens,  or,  down  to  the  Earth 

Bear  his  swifl  errands^  over  moist  and  dry. 

O'er  sea  and  land :  him  Satan  thus  accosts. 

**  Uriel,  for  thou,  of  those  seven  Spirits,  that  stand 
In  sight  of  God*8  high  throne,  gloriously  bright. 
The  first  art  wont  his  great  authentic  will,  65$ 

Interpreter  through  highest  Heaven,  to  bring, 
Where  all  his  sons  tliy  embassy  attend ; 
And  here  art  likeliest,  by  supreme  decree, 
like  honour  to   obtain,   and,   as   his  eye, 
To  vbit  oft   this  new   creation   round.  660 

Unspeakable  desire  to  see,  and  know. 
All  these  his  wondrous  works,  but  chiefly  man, 
His  chief  delight  and  favour,  him,  for  whom 
All  these  his  works  so  wondrous  he  ordain'd, 
Hath  brought  me  from  the  quires  of  cherubim,  665 

Alone,  thus  wandering.     Brightest  seraph,  tell, 
In  which  of  all  these  shining  orbs  hath  man 
His  fixed  seat,  or  fixed  seat  hath  none. 
But  all  these  shining  orbs  his  choice  to  dwell; 
That  I  may  find  him,  and  with  secret  gaze,  670 

Or  open   admiration,   him   behold, 
On  whom  the  great  Creator  hath  bestow'd 
Worlds,  and  on  whom  hath  all  these  graces  pour*d  : 

I  That  both  in  him,  and  all  things,  as  is  meet, 

The  universal  Maker  we  may  praise ;  675 

j  Who  justly  hath  driven  out  his  rebel  foes, 

i  To  deepest  Hell ;  and,  to  repair  that  loss, 

I  Created  this  new  happy  race  of  men, 

1  To  serve  him  better  :  wise  are  all  his  ways !" 

I  So  spake  the  false  dissembler  unperceived  ;  680 

For  neither  man  nor  angel  can  discern 
Hypocrisy,  the  only  evil  that  walks 
Invisible,   except   to  God  alone, 
By  his  permissive  will,  through  heaven  and  earth : 
And  oft,  though  wisdom  wake,  suspicion  sleeps  685 

At  wisdom's  gate,  and  to  simplicity 
Resigns  her  charge,  while  goodness  thinks  no  ill, 
Where  no  ill  seems  :  which  now,  for  once,  beguiled, 
Uriel,  though  regent  of  the  sun,  and  held 
The  sharpest-sighted  spirit  of  all  in  heaven  ;  690 

I  Who,  to  the  fraudulent  impostor  foul, 

j  In  his  uprightness,  answer  thus  return'd : 

J  "  Fair  angcl !  thy  desire,  which  tends  to  know 

'  Tlie  works  of  God,  thereby  to  glorify 
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The  great  Work-Master,  leads  to  no  excess,  695 

That  reaches  blame,  but  rather  merits  praise^ 

The  more  it  seems  excess,  that  led  thee  hither. 

From  thy  empyreal  mansion,  thus  alone; 

To  witness  with  thine  eyes,  what  some  perhaps 

Contented  with  report,  hear  only  in  heaven :  700 

For  wonderful  indeed  are  all  his  works, 

Pleasant  to  know,  and  worthiest  to  be  all 

Had  in  remembrance,  always  with  delight. 

•But  what  created  mind  can  comprehend 

Their  number,  or  the  wisdom  infinite  705 

That  brought  them  forth,  but  hid  their  causes  deep  ? 

I  saw,  when  at  his  word,  the  formless  mass, 

This  world's  material  mold,  came  to  a  heap. 

Confusion  heard  his  voice,  and  wild  uproar 

Stood  ruled  ;  stood  vast  infinitude  confined  :  710 

Till,  at  his  second  bidding,  darkness  fled. 

Light  shone,  and  order  from  disorder  spmng. 

Swifl,  to  their  several  quarters,  hasted  then 

The  cumbrous  elements,  earth,  flood,  air,  fire ; 

And  this  etherial  quintessence  of  heaven  715 

Flew  upward,  spirited  with  various  forms. 

That  roird  orbicular,  and  turn'd  to  stars 

Numberless,  as  thoii  seest,  and  how  they  move ; 

Each  had  his  place  appointed,  each  his  course : 

The  rest  in   circuit  walls   tliis  universe.  720 

Look  downward  on  that  i^lobe,  whose  hither  side, 

With  light  from  hence,  though  but  reflected,  shines ; 

Til  at  place  is  earth,  the  seat  of  man  ;  that  light 

His  day  ;  which  else,  as  the  other  hemisphere, 

Night  would  invade :  but  there  the  neighbouring  raoon,r25 

So  call  that  opposite  fair  star  her  aid 

Timely  interposes ;  and  her  monthly  round 

Still  ending,  still  renewing  through  mid  Heaven, 

With  borrowed  light,  her  countenance  triform, 

Hence  fills  and  empties,  to  enlighten  the  earth ;  730 

And,  in  her  pale  dominion,  checks  the  night. 

That  spot,  to  which  I  point,  is  Paradise,  i 

Adam's  abode  ;  those  lofty  shades,  his  bower. 

Thy  way  thou  canst  not  miss,  me  mine  requires." 

Thus  said,  he  tum'd;  and  Satan,  bowing  low,  735 

As  to  superior  spirits  is  wont  in    Heaven, 
Where  honour  due  and  reverence  none  neglects. 
Took  leave ;  and,  toward  the  coast  of  earth  beneath, 
Down  from  the  ecliptic,  sped  with  hoped  success, 
Throws  his  steep  flight  in  many  an  airy  wheel,  740 

Nor  staid,  till  on  Niphates  top  he  lights. 
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SAtan,  now  in  proipect  of  Eden,  and  nigh  the  place  whien  he  moat 
now  attempt  Uie  bold  enterprlae  irhlch  he  undertook  alone,  agalaat 
Ood  and  man,  falls  into  many  doubti  with  himself,  and  many 
passions,  fear,  envy,  and  despair :  but  at  length  conArms  himself 
in  evil }  Journeys  on  to  Paradise,  whose  outward  prospect  and  sita- 
ation  are  described;  overleaps  the  bounds}  sits  in  the  shape  of  a 
cormorant  on  the  tree  of  life,  as  highest  in  the  garden,  to  look 
alMjut  him.  The  garden  described :  Satan's  first  sight  of  Adam 
and  Eve )  his  wonder  at  their  excellent  form  and  happy  state,  but 
with  resolution  to  work  their  fkll  j  overhears  their  discourse, 
thence  gathers  that  the  tree  of  knowledge  was  forbidden  them 
to  eat  of,  under  penalty  of  death ;  and  thereon  intends  to  fbund 
his  temptation  by  seducing  them  to  transgress:  then  leaves  them  a 
while  to  Icnow  further  of  their  state  by  some  other  means.  Mean- 
while Uriel,  descending  on  a  sunbeam,  warns  Gabriel;  who  had  in 
charge  the  gate  of  Parad(<e,  that  some  evil  spirit  had  escaped 
the  deep,  and  passed  at  noon  by  his  sphere  in  the  shape  of  a  good 
angel  down  to  Paradise,  discovered  after  by  his  Airious  gestures  on 
the  mount.  Gabriel  promises  to  find  him  ere  morning.  Night 
coming  on,  Adam  and  Eve  discourse  of  going  to  their  rest ;  their 
bower  desolbed ;  their  evening- worship.  Gabriel,  drawing  forth  his 
bands  of  night-watch  to  walk  the  round  of  Paradise,  appoints  two 
strong  angels  to  Aoam's  bower,  iest  the  evil  spirit  should  be  there 
doing  some  harm  to  Adam  or  Eve  sleeping ,  there  they  find  him  at 
the  ear  of  Eve,  tempting  her  in  a  dream,  and  bring  him,  though 
unwilling,  to  Gabriel :  by  whom  questioned,  he  scomftilly  answers} 
prepares  resistance :  but,  hindered  hy  a  sign  (h>m  heaven,  fliek  out 
of  Paradise. 
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O  FOR  that  warning  voice,  which  he,  who  saw 
The  Apocalypse,  heard  cry  in  heaven  aloud  ; 
Then  when  the  Dragon,  put  to  second  rout, 
Came  furious  down,  to  be  revenged  on  men, 
*  Woe  to  the  inhabitants  on  earth !'  that  now,  5 

While  time  was,  our  first  parents  had  been  wam'd 
The  coming  of  their  secret  foe,  and  'scaped — 
Haply  so  'scaped  his  mortal  snare.    For  now 
Satan,  now  first  inflamed  with  rage,  came  down, 
The  tempter  ere  the  accuser  of  mankind,  10 

To  wreak  on  innocent  frail  man,  his  loss 
Of  that  first  battle,  and  his  flight  to  hell : 
Yet,  not  rejoicing  in  his  speed,  though  bold. 
Far  off  and  fearless,  nor  with  cause  to  boast. 
Begins  his  dire  attempt ;  which,  nigh  the  birth,  1 5 

Now  rolling,  boils  in  his  tumultuous  breast. 
And,  like  a  devilish  engine,  back  recoils 
Upon  himself.     Horror  and  doubt  distract 
His  troubled  thoughts,  and  from  the  bottom,  stir 
The  hell  within  him ;    for  within  him  hell  20 

He  brings,  and  round  about  him,  nor  from  Hell 
One  step,  no  more  than  from  himself,  can  fly 
By  change  of  place.     Now  conscience  wakes  despair, 
Tnat  slumbered,   wakes  the  bitter  memory 
Of  what  he  was,  what  is,  and  what  must  be,  25 

Worse ;  of  worse  deeds,  worse  sufferings  must  ensue. 
Sometimes  towards  Eden,  which  now  m  his  view 
Lay  pleasant,  his  grieved  look  he  fixes  sad  ; 
Sometimes  towards  Heaven,  and  the  full-blazing  sun, 
Which  now  sat  high  in  his  meridian  tower  : 
Then,  much  revolving,  thus  in  sighs  began.  30 

"  O  thou  !   that,  with  surpassing  glory  crown 'd 
Look'st  from  thy  sole  dominion,  like  the  God 
Of  thb  new  world  ;  at  whose  sight  all  the  stars 
Hide  their  diminish'd  heads  ;  to  thee  I  call,  J 

Bat  with  no  friendly  voice,  and  add  thy  name,  «35 
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0  sun,  to  tell  tliee  how  I  hate  thy  beams, 
That  bring  to  my  remembrance,  from  what  state 

1  fell,  how  glorious  once  above  thy  sphere; 
Till  pride  and,  worse,  ambition,  threw  me  down. 
Warring  in  Heaven ,  aeainst  Heaven's  matchless  King  40 
Ah  wherefore  !  he  deserved  no  such  return 

From  me,  whom  he  created  what  I  was. 

In  that  bright  eminence,  and  with  his  good 

Upbraided  none ;  nor  was  his  service  hard. 

What  could  be  less  than  to  afford  him  praise,  45 

The  easiest  recompense,  and  pay  him  thanks  ? 

How  due  !  yet  all  his  good  proved  ill  in  me, 

And  wrought  but  malice :  lifted  up  so  high 

I  *sdain*d  subjection,  and  though  one  step  higher 

Would  set  me  highest,  and,  in  a  moment,  quit  50 

The  debt  immense  of  endless  gratitude, 

So  burdensome,  still  paying,  still  to  owe  ; 

Forgetful  what  from  him  I  still  received  ; 

And  understood  not,  that  a  gratefiil  mind 

By  owing  owes  not,  but  still  pays,  at  once  ^^ 

Indebted  and  discharged  :  what  burden  then  ? 

O  had  his  powerful  destiny  ordain'd 

Me  some  inferior  angel,  I  had  stood 

Then  happy  ;  no  unbounded  hope  had  raised 

Ambition.     Yet  why  not?  some  olher  power  60 

As  great  might  have  aspir'd,  &  me,  though  mean 

Drawn  to  his  part :  but  other  powers  as  great 

Fell  not,  but  stand  unshaken,  from  within, 

Or  from  without,  to  all  temptations  arm'd. 

Hadst  thou  the  same  free  will  &  power  to  stand  ?  ^5 

Thouhadst:  whom  hast  thou  then,  or  what  to  accuse. 

But  heaven's  free  love,  dealt  equally  to  all? 

Be  then  his  love  accursed,  since  love  or  hate, 

To   me   alike,   it   deals   eternal   woe. 

Nay,  cursed  be  thou  ;  since,  against  his,  thy  will  ^^ 

Chose  freely,  what  it  now  so  justly  rues. 

Me  miserable !  which  way  shall  I  fly 

Infinite  wrath,  and  infinite  despair? 

WTiich  way  1  fly  is  hell ;  myself  am  hell : 

And  in  the  lowest  deep,  a  lower  deep, 

Still  threatening  to  devour  me,  opens  wide ; 

To  which  the  hell  I  suffer  seems  a  heaven, 

O  then  at  last  relent :  is  there  no  place 

Left  for  repentance,  none  for  pardon  left? 

None  left  but  by  submission  ;  and  that  word  ^^ 

Disdain  forbids  me,  and  my  dread  of  shame. 

Among  the  spirits  beneath,  whom  I  seduced. 
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With  other  promises,  and  other  vaunts. 

Than  to  submit ;  boasting,  I  could  subdue 

The  Omnipotent.     Ah  me,  they  little  know,  ^5 

How  dearly  I  abide  that  boast  so  vain, 

Under  what  torments  inwardly  I  groan, 

While  they  adore  me  on  the  throne  of  Hell. 

With  diadem  and  sceptre  high  advanced, 

The  lower  still  I  fall,  only  supreme  90 

In  mbery ;  such  joy  ambition  finds  ! 

But  say,  I  could  repent,  and  could  obtain. 

By  act  of  grace,  my  former  state  ;  how  soon 

Would  highth  recall  high  thoughts,  how  soon  unsa} 

What  feign  *d  submission  swore  ?  Ease  would  recant  95 

Vows   made  in  pain,   as  violent   and  void 

For,   never  can  true  reconcilement  grow, 

Where  wounds  of  deadly  hate  ha  ve  pierced  so  deep 

Which  would  but  lead  me  to  a  worse  relapse, 

And  heavier  fall :  so  should  I  purchase  dear  100 

Short  intermission^  bought  with  double  smart. 

This  knows  my  punisher,  therefore,  as  far 

From  granting  he,  as  I  from  begging  peace  : 

All  hope  excluded  thus,  beheld,  in  stead 

Of  us  out-cast,  exiled,   his  new  delight,  105 

Mankind  created ;  and  for  him  this  world. 

So  farewell  hope,  and  with  hope,  farewell  fear. 

Farewell  remorse :  all  good  to  me  is  lost : 

Evil,  be  thou  my  good  ;  by  thee,  at  least. 

Divided  empire  with  Heaven's  King  I  hold  ;  110' 

By  thee,  and  more  than  half  perhaps  will  reign ; 

As  man  ere  long,  and  this  new  world,  shall  know.'* 

Thus  while  he  spake,  each  passion  diram  'd  his  face. 
Thrice  changed  with  pale  ire,  envy,  and  despair  *, 
Which  marr'd  his  borrowed  visage,  and  betray *d  115 

Him   counterfeit,   if  any   eye   beheld : 
For  heavenly  minds  from  such  distempers  foul. 
Are  ever  clear.     Whereof,  he  soon  aware, 
Each  perturbation  smoothed,  with  outward  calm, 
Artificer    of  fraud ;    and    was    the   first  120 

That  practised  falsehood,  under  saintly  show. 
Deep  malice  to  conceal,  couch 'd  with  revenge  : 
Yet,  not  enough  had  practised  to  deceive 
Uriel,  once  wam'd ;  whose  eye  pursued  him  down 
The  way  he  went,  and  on  the  Assyrian  mount  125 

Saw  him  disfigured,  more  than  could  befall 
Spirit  of  happy   sort :    his  gestures  fierce 
He  mark*d  and  mad  demeanour,  then  alone 
As  he  supposed,  all  unobserved,  unseen.  ^ 
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So  on  he  fares^  and  to  ifar  border  conies  ]30  ,' 

Of  EdeOy   where  delicious  Paradise,  | 

Now  nearer,  crowns  with  her  tnclosure  green,  | 

As  with  a  rural  mound,  the  champaign  head 

Of  a  steep  wilderness,  whose  hairy  sides. 

With  thicket  overgro^'n,  grotesque  and  wild,  135 

Access  denied ;  and  over-head,  up  srrew 

Insuperable   hig:hth   of  loftiest   shade. 

Cedar,  and  pine,  and  fir.  and  branching  palm, 

A  sylvan  scene ;  and,  as  the  ranks  ascend 

Shade  above  shade,   a   woody  theatre  140 

Of  stateliest  view.  Yet  higher  than  their  tops. 

The  verdurous  wall  of  Paradise  up  sprung; 

Which,  to  our  general  sire,  gave  prospect  large. 

Into  his  nether  empire,  neighbouring  round  : 

And,  higher  than  that  wall,  a  circling  row  145 

Of  goodliest  trees,  loaden  with  fairest  fruit, 

Blossoms  and  fruits  at  once,  of  golden  hue. 

Appear  d,  with  gay  enamell'd  colours  mix*d  : 

On  which  the  sun  more  glad  impress'd  his  beams, 

Tlian  on  fair  evening:  cloud,  or  humid  bow,  150 

When  God  hath  shower'd  the  earth ;  so  lovely  seem 'd 

Tliat  landscape  :  and  of  pure,  now  purer  air, 

Meets  his  approach,  and  to  the  heart  inspires 

Vernal   delight  and  joy,  able   to  drive 

All  sadness  but  despair.     Now  gentle  gales,  155 

Fanning  their  odoriferous  wings,  dispense 

Native  perfumes,  and  whisper  whence  they  stole 

Those  balmy  spoils.  As  when  to  them,  who  sail 

Beyond  the  Cape  of  Hope,  and  now  are  past 

Mozambic,  off  at  sea,  north-east  winds  blow  igo 

Sabean   odours,  from   the   spicy  shore 

Of  Araby  the  bless'd ;  with  such  delay 

Well  pleased,  they  slack  their  course,  and  many  a  lea^e, 

Cheer*d  with  the  grateful  smell,  old  Ocean  smiles. 

So  entcrtain'd  those  odorous  sweets  the  fiend,  165 

Who  came  tlieir  bane ;  though  with  them  better  pleased 

Than  Asmodeus  with  the  tishy  fume, 

That  drove  him,  tho*  cnamour'd,  from  the  spouse 

Of  Tobit's  son,  and  with  a  vengeance  sent 

From  Media,  post  to  Evrypt,  there  fast  bound.  1 70 

Now,  to  the  ascent  of  that  steep  savage  hill, 
Satan  had  journey 'd  on,   pensive  and  slow ; 
But  further  way  found  none ;  so  thick  entwined. 
As  one  continued  brake,  the  undergrowth 
Of  shrubs  and  tangling  bushes  had  perplexed  1 75 

All  patli  of  man  or  beast,  that  pass'd  that  way 
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One  gate  there  only  was,  and  that  look'd  east, 

On  the  other  side :  which  when  the  arch-felon  saw, 

Due  entrance  he  disdain'd  ;  and  in  contempt, 

At  one  slic^ht  bound,  high  over-leap'd  all  bound,  ]gQ 

Of  hill  or  highest  wall,  and  sheer  within ; 

lights  on  his  feet.  As  when  a  prowling  wolf, 

Whom  hunger  drives  to  seek  new  haunt  for  prey, 

Watching  where  shepherds  pen  their  flocks  at  eve, 

In  hurdled   cots,   amid  the   field  secure,  185 

Leaps  o'er  the  fence,  with  ease  into  the  fold  : 

Or,  as  a  thief,  bent  to  unhoard  the  cash 

Of  some  rich  burgher,  whose  substantial  doors, 

Cross-barred  and  bolted  &st,  fear  no  assault. 

In  at  the  window  climbs,  or  o'er  the  tiles  :  ]  90 

So  clomb  this  first  grand  thief  into  God's  fold  ; 

So  since  into  his  church,  lewd  hirelings  chmb. 

Thence  up  he  flew,  and  on  the  tree  of  life, 

The  middle  tree,  and  highest  there  that  grew. 

Sat  like  a  cormorant;  yet  not  true  life  I95 

Thereby  regain'd,  but  sat  devbing  death, 

To  them  who  lived  ;  nor,  on  the  vhrtue  thought 

Of  that  hi^giving  plant,  but  only  used 

For  prospect,  what  well  used,  had  been  the  pledge 

Of  mimortality.     So  little  knows  200 

Any,  but  God  alone,   to   value  right 

The  good  before  him,  but  perverts  best  things 

To  worst  abuse,  or  to  their  meanest  use. 

Beneath  him,  with  new  wonder,  now  he  views. 

To  all  delight  of  human  sense  exposed,  205 

In  narrow  room,  nature's  whole  wealth ;  yea  more, 

A  Heaven  on  Earth:  for  blissful  Paradise, 

Of  God  the  garden,  was  by  him,  in  the  east 

Of  Eden  planted.     Eden  stretched  her  line, 

From  Auran  eastward,  to  the  royftl  towers  210 

Of  great  Seleucia,  built  by  Grecian  kings ; 

Or  where  the  sons  of  Eden,  long  before 

Dwelt  in  Telassar.     In  this  pleasant  soil. 

His  far  more  pleasant  garden,  God  ordain'd 

Out  of  the  fertile  ground,  he  caused  to  grow  215 

All  trees  of  noblest  kind,  for  sight,  smell,  taste  ; 

And  all  amid  them  stood  the  tree  of  life, 

High,  eminent,  blooming  ambrosial  fruit 

Of  vegetable  gold ;  and  next  to   life, 

Our  death,  the  tree  of  knowledge  grew  fast  by  ;  2^0 

Knowledge  of  good,  bought  dear,  by  knowing  ill. 

Southward  through  Eden  went  a  river  large. 

Nor  changed  his  course,  but  through  the  shaggy  hill 
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Pass'd  underneath  ingulf  d  ;  for  God  had  thrown 

That  mountain,  as  his  garden-mound,  high  raised  035 

Upon  the  rapid  current;  which,  through  veins 

Of'  porous  earthy  with  kindly  thirst  up-drawn. 

Rose  a  fresh  fountain,  and  with  many  a  rill 

Water'd  the  garden:   thence,  united,    fell 

Down  the  steep  glade,  and  met  the  nether  flood  ;  230 

Which,  from  his  darksome  passage  now  appears, 

And  now,  divided  into  four  main  streams, 

Runs  diverse,  wandering  many  a  famous  realm, 

And  country,  whereof  here  needs  no  account; 

But  rather   to   tell   how,   if  art  could   tell,  "2SE 

How,  from  that  sapphire  fount,  the  crisped  brooks, 

Rolling  on  orient  pearl  and  sands  of  gold. 

With  mazy  error,  under  pendent  shades. 

Ran  nectar,  visiting  each  plant,  and  fed 

Flowers,  worthy  of  Paradise ;  which  not  nice  art,  ^'^O 

In  beds  and  curious  knots,  but  Nature  boon 

Pour'd  forth  profuse,  on  hill,  and  dale,  and  plain  ; 

Both  where  the  morning  sun  first  warmly  smote 

The  open  field,  and  where  the  unpierced  shade 

Imbrown'd  the  noontide  bowers.  Thus  was  this  place  245 

A  happy  rural  seat  of  various  view ; 

Groves,  whose  rich  trees  wept  odorous  gums  and  balm  $ 

Others,  whose  fruit,  bumish'd  with  golden  rind, 

Hung   amiable,    Hesj)erian  fables   tnie, 

If  true,  here  only,  and  of  delicious  taste:  250 

Betwixt  thorn,  lawns,  or  level  downs,  and  flocks 

Grazing  the  tender  herb,  were  interposed. 

Or   palmy    hillock,   or   the   flowery   lap 

Of  some  irrijj^uous  valley  spread  her  store  ; 

Flowers  of  all  hue,  and  without  thorn  the  rose.  255 

Another  side,  umbrapceous  grots  and  caves, 

Of  cool  recess,  o'er  which  the  mantHng  vine 

L?\ys  forth  her  purple  grape,  and  gently  creeps 

Luxuriant :  meanwhile,  murmuring  waters  fall 

Down  the  slope  hills,  dispersed,  or  in  a  lake,  260 

That  to  the  fringed  bank  with  myrtle  crown *d, 

Her  crystal  mirror  holds,  unite  their  streams. 

The  birds  their  quire  apply  ;  airs,  vernal  airs, 

Breathins:  the  sn  ell  of  field  and  grove,  attune 

The  trembling  leaves,  while  universal  Pan,  265 

Knit  with  the  Graces  and  the  Hours  in  dance, 

L^d  on  the  eternal  Spring.     Not  that  fair  field 

Of  Enna,  where  Proserpine  gathering  flowers, 

Herself  a   fairer  flower,   by   gloomy  Dis 

Was  gathered,  which  cost  Ceres  all  that  pain  270 
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To  seek  her  through  the  world  ;  nor  that  sweet  grove 

Of  Daphne,  by  Orontes,  and  the  inspired 

Castalian  spring,  might  with  this  Paradise 

Of  Eden  strive ;  nor  that  Nyseian  isle, 

Ght  with  the  river  Triton,  where  old  Cham,  275 

M'hom  Crentiles  Ammon  call  and  Libyan  Jove, 

Hid    Amalthea,  and   her  florid  son 

Young  Bacchus,  from  his  st^pdame  Rhea's  eye  : 

Nor,  where  Abassin  kings  their  issue  guard. 

Mount  Amara,  though  this  b>^some  supposed  280 

True  Paradise,   under  the  Ethiop   line. 

By  Nilus'  heady  inclosed  with  shining  rock, 

A  whole  day's  journey  high,  but  wide  remote 

From  this  Assyrian  garden,  where  the  iiend 

Saw,  undelightedy   all  delight,   all   kind  285 

Of  living  creatures,  new  to  sight  and  strange. 

Two  of  far  nobler  shape,  erect  and  tall, 

Godlike  erect,  with  native  honour  clad 

In  naked  majesty,  seem'd  lords  of  all ; 

And  worthy  seem'd  :  for  in  their  looks  divine,  290 

The  image  of  their  glorious  Maker  shone. 

Truth,  wisdom,  sanctitude  severe  and  pure. 

Severe,  but  in  true  filial  freedom  placed  ; 

Whence  true  authority  in  men :  though  both 

Not  equal,  as  their  sex  not  equal  seem'd  :  295 

For  contemplation  he,  and  valour  form'd, 

For  softness  she,  and  sweet  attractive  grace ; 

He  for  Grod  only,  she  for  Gk>d  in  him. 

His  fair  large  front,  and  eye  sublime,  declared 

Absolute  rule;  and  hyacinthine  locks,  300 

Round  from  his  parted  forelock,  manly  hung. 

Clustering,  but  not  beneath  his  shoulders  broad  : 

She,  as  a  veil,  down  to  the  slender  waist, 

Her   unadorned  golden   tresses  wore, 

Dishevell'd,  but  in  wanton  ringlets  waved  305 

As  the  vine  curls  her  tendrils ;  which  imply'd 

Subjection,  but  required  with  gentle  sway, 

And  by  her  yielded,  by  him  best  received, 

Yielded  with  coy  submission,  modest  pride, 

And  sweet,  reluctant,  amorous  delay.  310 

Nor  those  mysterious  parts  were  then  conceal'd  ; 

Then  was  not  guilty  shame.     Dishonest  shame 

Of  nature's  works,  honour  dishonourable. 

Sin-bred,  how  have  ye  troubled  all  mankind 

With  shews  instead ,  mere  shows  of  seeming  pure,  3 1 5 

And  banish'd  from  man's  life,  his  happiest  life. 

Simplicity,    and  spotless   innocence. 
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Su  pass'd  they  naked  on,  nor  shunn'd  the  sight 

Of  God  or  angel,  for  tliey  thought  no  ill: 

So  hand  in  hand  they  passed,  the  loveliest  pair,  ^20 

That  ever  since  in  love's  embraces  met; 

Adam,  the  goodliest  man  of  men  since  bom 

His  sons,  the  fairest  of  her  daughters  Eve. 

Under  a  tuft  of  shade,  that  on  a  green 

Stood  whispering  soft,  by  a  fresh  fountain  side,  305 

They  sat  them  down  ;  and  after  no  more  toil, 

or  their  sweet  gardening  labour,  than  sufficed 

To  recommend  cool  zephyr,  and  made  ease 

More  easy,  wholesome  thirst  and  appetite 

Mose  grateful,  to  their  supper-fruits  they  fell ;  530 

Nectarine  fruits,  which  the  compliant  boughs 

Yielded  them,  side-long  as  they  sat,  recline 

On  the  soft  downy  bank,  damask'd  with  flowers. 

The  savory  pulp  they  chew,  and  in  the  rind, 

StiU  as  they  thirsted,  scoop  the  brimming  stream :  33f) 

Nor  gentle  purpose,  nor  endearing  smiles 

Wanted,  nor  youthful  dalliance,  as  beseems 

Fair  couple,  link'd  in  happy  nuptial  league, 

Alone  as  they.     About  them,  frisking  play'd, 

A 11  beasts  of  the  earth ,  since  wild ,  and  of  all  chase,  340 

III  wood  or  wilderness,  forest  or  den : 

Sporting  the  lion  ramp'd,  and  in  his  paw 

Dwindled  the  kid  ;  bears,  tigers,  ounces,  pards, 

Oamboird  before  tliem  ;  the  unwieldy  elephant. 

To  make  them  mirth ,  used  all  his  might,  &  wreathed  345 

His  lithe  proboscis ;  close  the  serpent  sly. 

Insinuating,  wove  with  Gordian  twine 

His   braided    train,  and   of  his  fatal   guile 

Gave  proof  unheeded  :  others  on  the  grass 

Couch'd,  nnd  now,  fill'd  with  pasture,  gazing  sat,  350 

Or   bed-ward    ruminating :    for   the   sun 

Declined  was  hasting  now,  with  prone  career. 

To  the  ocean  isles  ;  and,  in  the  ascending  scale 

Of  Heaven,  the  stars  that  usher  evening  rose : 

When  Satan,  still  in  gaze,  as  first  he  stood,  355 

Scarce  thus  at  length  fail'd  speech  recovered  sad. 

**0  Hell !  what  do  mine  eyes  with  grief  behold? 
Into  our  room  of  bliss,  thus  liigh  advanced. 
Creatures  of  other  mold,  earth-born  perhaps, 
Not  spirits,  yet  to  heavenly  spirits  bright  360 

Little  inferior:    whom  my  thoughts  pursue 
With  wonder,  and  could  love,  so  lively  shines 
In  them  divine  resemblance,  and  such  grace 
The  hand  timt  form'd  them  on  their  shape  hath  pour*d. 
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Ah,  gentle  pair!  ye  little  think  how  nip^h  365 

Your  chanee  approaches,  when  all  these  delight^ 

Will  vanish,   and   deliver  ye  to  woe; 

More  woe,  the  more  your  taste  is  now  or  joy. 

Happy,  but  for  so  happy  ill  secured, 

Long  to  continue ;  and  this  high  seat,  your  heaven,  370 

111  fenced  for  heaven,  to  keep  out  such  a  foe 

As  now  is  entered:  yet  no  purposed  foe 

To  you,  whom  I  could  pity,  thus  forlorn. 

Though  I  unpitied :  league  with  you  I  seek, 

And  mutual  amity,  so  strait,  so  close,  375 

That  I  with  you  must  dwell,  or  you  with  me 

Henceforth :  my  dwelling  haply  may  not  please, 

Like  this  iair  Paradise,  your  sense ;  yet  such 

Accept  your  Maker's  work  :  he  gave  it  me, 

Which  I  as  freely  give.     Hell  shall  unfold,  380 

To  entertain  you  two,  her  widest  gates. 

And  send  forth  all  her  kings ;  there  will  be  room. 

Not  like  these  narrow  limits,  to  receive 

Your  numerous  o£&pring :  if  no  better  place, 

Thank  him  who  puts  me,  loth  to  this  revenge  385 

On  you,  who  wrong  me  not,  for  him  who  wrong'd. 

And  should  I,  at  your  harmless  innocence 

Melt,   as  I  do,   yet  public  reason  just. 

Honour  and  empire,  with  revenge,  enlarged. 

By  conquering  this  new  world,  compel  me  now  390 

To  do,  what  else,  though  damn*d,  I  should  abhor." 

So  spake  the  fiend ;  and  with  necessity. 
The  tyrant's  plea,  excused  his  devilish  deeds. 
Then,  from  his  lofty  stand  on  that  high  tree, 
Down  he  alights,  among  the  sported  herd  '  395 

Of  those  foilr-footed  kinds ;  himself  now  one. 
Now  other,  as  their  shape  served  best  his  end 
Nearer  to  view  his  prey ;  and  unespy'd. 
To  mark,  what  of  their  state  he  more  might  learn, 
By  word  or  action  marked.  About  them  round  4()0 

A  lion  now  he  stalks,  with  fiery  glare; 
Then  as  a  tiger,  who  by  chance  hath  spy'd. 
In  some  purheu,  two  gentle  fawns  at  play, 
Satught  couches  dose,  then  rising,  changes  oft 
His  couchant  watch  ;  as  one  who  chose  his  ground,  405 

Whence  rushing,  he  might  surest  sei^ce  them  both. 
Griped  in  each  paw :  when  Adam,  first  of  men. 
To  first  of  women  Eve,  thus  moving  speech, 
Tum'd  him,  all  ear,  to  hear  new  utterance  flow. 

"  Sole  partner,  and  sole'  part,  of  all  these  joys  410 

Dearer  thyself  than  all;  needs  must  the  Power 
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That  made  us,  and  for  us  this  ample  world, 
Be  infinitely  good,   and   of  his  good 
As  liberal   and  free  as  infinite  : 

That  raised  us  from  the  dust,  and  placed  us  here,  415 

In  all  this  happiness ;  who  at  his  hand 
Have  nothing  merited,  nor  can  perform 
Aught,  whereof  he  hath  need :  He,  who  requires 
From  us  no  other  service,  than  to  keep 
This  one,  this  easy  charge,  of  all  the  trees  420 

In  Paradise,  that  bear  delicious  fruit, 
So  various,  not  to  taste  that  only  tree 
Of  knowledge,  planted  by  the  tree  of  life. 
So  near  grows  death  to  life,  whate'er  death' is ; 
Some  dreadful  thing  no  doubt ;  for  well  thou  know'st,  435 

Grod  hath  pronounced  it  death  to  taste  that  tree ; 
The  only  sign  of  our  obedience  left. 
Among  so  many  signs  of  power  and  rule 
Conferr'd  upon  us,  and  dominion  given. 
Over  all  otlier  creatures,  that  possess  480 

Earth,  air,  and  sea.  Tiicn  let  us  not  think  hard 
One   easy   prohibition,  who  enjoy 
Free  leave  so  large,  to  all  things  else,  and  choice 
Unlimited,   of  manifold    delights: 

But  let  us  ever  praise  him,  and  extol  485 

His  bounty,  foHowmgour  delightful  task, 
To  prune  these  growing  plants,  and  tend  these  flowers. 
Which,  were  it  toilsomo,  yet  with  thee  were  sweet." 
To  whom  thus  Eve  replied.  '*Othou,  for  whom, 
And  from  whom  I  was  form'd,  flesh  of  thy  flesh,  '^^ 

And  without  whom,  am  to  no  end,  my  guide 
And  head,  what  thou  hast  said  is  just  and  right. 
For  we  to   Him   indeed   all  praises  owe, 
And  daily  thanks ;    I  chiefly,  who  enjoy 
So  far   the  happier  lot,   enjoying  thee,  446 

Pre-eminent  bv  so  much  odds  ;  while  thou 
Like  consort  to  thyself,  canst  no  where  And. 
That  day  I  ofl  remember,  when  from  sleep 
1  flrst  awaked,  and  found   myself  reposed. 
Under  a  shade  on  flowers,  much  wondering,  where  450 

And  what  I  was,  whence  thither  brought,  and  how. 
Not  distant  far  from  thence,  a  murmuninir  sound 
Of  waters  issued  from  a  cave,  and  spread 
Into  a  liquid  plain,  then  stood  unmoved. 
Pure  as  the  expanse  of  Heaven  :  I  thitlier  went,  455 

With  unexperienced  thought,  and  laid  me  down 
On  the  ^reen  bank,  to  look  into  the  clear 
Smooth  lake,  that  to  me  seem'd  another  sky. 
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As  I  bent  down  to  look,  just  opposite, 

A  shape  within  the  watery  gleam  appear'd,  460 

Bending  to  look  on  me:  I  started  back, 

It  started  back  ;  but  pleased,  I  soon  retum'd, 

Pleased  it  retum'd  as  soon,  with  answering  looks 

Of  sympathy  and  k>ve.    There  I  had  fix'd 

Mine  eyes  till  now,  and  pined  with  vain  desire,  465 

Had  not  a  voice  thus  wam'd  me ;  '  What  thou  seest, 

What  there  thou  seest,  fair  creature,  is  thyself ; 

With  thee  it  came  and  goes  :  but  follow  me, 

And  I  will  bring  thee,  where  no  shadow  stays 

Thy  coming,  and  thy  soft  embraces ;  he  470 

Whose  image  thou  art,  him  thou  shalt  enjoy, 

Inseparably  thine;  to   him  shalt  bear 

Multitudes,  like  thyself,  and  thence  be  call'd 

Mother  of  human  race.' — What  could  I  do, 

But  follow  straight,  invisibly  thus  led  ?  475 

Till  I  espied  thee,  fair  indeed,  and  tall. 

Under  a  platane ;  yet  methought  less  fair. 

Less  winning  soft,   less  amiably  mild, 

Than  that  smooth  watery  image :  back  I  turn'd  ; 

Thou  following  cried'st  aloud,  *  Return,  ftiir  Eve ;  480 

Whom  fliest  thou?  whom  thou  fliest,  of  him  thou  art 

His  flesh,  his  bone ;  to  give  thee  being,  1  lent 

Out  of  my  side  to  thee,  nearest  my  heart, 

Substantial  life,   to   have  thee  by  my  side 

Henceforth,   an  individual   solace  dear:  485 

Part  of  my  soul  I  seek  thee,  and  thee  claim 

My  other  half :  with  that  thy  gentle  hand 

Seized  mine  ;  I  yielded  ;  and  from  that  time  see, 

How  beauty  is  excell'd,  by  manly  grace 

And  wisdom,  which  alone  is  truly  fair."  490 

So  spake  our  general  mother ;  and  with  eyes 
Of  conjugal  attraction,  unreproved, 
And  meek  surrender,  half-embracing,  lean'd 
On  our  first  father ;  half  her  swelling  breast 
Naked  met   his,  under  the   flowing  gold  495 

Of  her  loose  tresses  hid :   he,   in   delight. 
Both  of  her  beauty  and  submissive  charms, 
Smiled  with  superior  love,  as  Jupiter 
On  Juno.smiles,  when  he  impregns  the  clouds, 
That  shed  May-flowers ;  and  press'd  her  matron  lip,  500 

With  kisses  pure.    Aside  tne  Devil  tum*d 
For  envy,  yet,  with  jealous  leer  malign, 
Eyed  them  askance,  and  to  himself  thus  plain 'd. 

**  Sight  hateful !  sight  tormenting  I  thus  these  two, 
Imparadised   in  one  another's  arms,  505 
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The  happier  Eden,  shall  enjoy  their  fill 

Of  bliss  on  bliss ;  while  I  to  Hell  am  thrust, 

Where  neither  joy,  nor  love,  but  fierce  desire. 

Among  our  other  torments  not  the  least. 

Still  unfulfiird,  with  pain  of  longing,  pines.  510 

Yet  let  me  not  forget,  what  I  have  gain'd 

From  their  own  mouths :  all  is  not  theirs,  it  seems ; 

One  fatal  tree  there  stands,  of  knowledge  call'd. 

Forbidden  them  to  taste  :  Knowledge  forbidden? 

Suspicious,  reasonless.     Why  should  their  Lord  515 

Envy  them  that?    Can  it  be  sin  to  know? 

Can  it  be  death  ?  '  And  do  they  only  stand 

By  ignorance  ?    Is  that  their  happy  state. 

The  proof  of  their  obedience  and  their  faith  ? 

O  fair   foundation  laid,   whereon  to  build  520 

Their  ruin.    Hence,  I  will  excite  their  minds, 

With  more  desire  to   know,   and*  to  reject 

Envious  commands,  invented  with  design 

To  keep  them  low,  whom  knowledge  might  exalt. 

Equal  with   gods:  aspiring   to  be  such,  525 

They  taste  and  die :  what  likelier  can  ensue  ? 

But  first  with  narrow  search,  I  must  walk  round 

This  garden,  and  no  comer  leave  unspied ; 

A  chance,  but  chance  may  lead  where  I  may  meet 

Some  wandering  spirit  of  Heaven,  by  fountain*side,  530 

Or  in  thick  shade  retired,  from  him  to  draw 

What  further  would  be  learn 'd.  Live  while  ye  may, 

Yet  happy   pair ;    enjoy,  till  I  return, 

Short  pleasures,  for  long  woes  are  to  succeed." 

So  saying,  his  proud  step  he  scornful  tum'd,  535 

But  with  sly  circumspection ;  and  began 
Through  wood,  through  waste,  o'er  hiU,  o'er  dale,  his  roam. 
Meanwhile,  in  utmost  longitude,  where  heaven 
With  earth  and  ocean  meets,  the  setting  sun 
Slowly   descended,  and  with  right  aspect,  540 

Against  the  eastern  gate  of  Paradise, 
Levell'd  his  evening  rays :  it  was  a  rock 
Of  alabaster,   piled  up   to  the  clouds. 
Conspicuous  far,  winding  with  one  ascent 
Accessible  from  earth,  one  entrance  high;  5(5 

Tne  rest  was  craggy  cliff,  that  overhung 
Still  as   it  rose,   impossible  to   climb. 
Betwixt  these  rocky  pillars,  Gabriel  sat. 
Chief  of  the  angelic  guards,  awaiting  night ; 
About   him,   exercised   heroic   games  550 

The  unarm'd  youth  of  heaven  ;  but  nigh  at  hand. 
Celestial  armory,  sh'elds,  helms,  and  spears, 
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Hang  nighy  with  diamond  flaming,  and  with  gold. 

Thither  came  Uriel,  gliding  through  the  even. 

On  a  8un-beam,   swift  ai  a  shooting  star  555 

In  autumn  thwarts  the  night,  when  vapours  fired 

Impress  the  air,  and  shows  the  mariner, 

From  what  point  of  his  compass,  to  beware 

Impetnous  winds:  he  thus  began  in  haste. 

**  Gabriel,  to  thee  thy  course  by  lot  hath  given  560 

Charge  and  strict  watch,  that  to  Uiis  happy  place. 
So  eyil  thing  approach  or  enter  in. 
This  day,  at  highth  of  noon,  came  to  my  sphere 
A  spirit,  zealous,  as  he  seem'd,  to  know 
More  of  the  Almighty's  works,  and  chiefly  man,  565 

God's  latest  image:  I  described  his  way, 
Bent  all  on  speed,  and  mark'd  his  airy  gait ; 
But  on  the  mount,  that  lies  from  Eden  north, 
Where  he  first  lighted,  soon  discem'd  his  looks. 
Alien  firom  Heaven,  with  passions  foul  obscured :  570 

Mine  eye  pursued  him  still,  but  under  shade 
Lost  sight  of  him.     One  of  the  banish'd  crew, 
I  fear,  hath  ventured  from  the  deep,  to  raise 
New  troubles ;  him  thy  care  must  be  to  find." 

To  whom  the  winged  warrior  thus  retum'd.  575 

"  Uriel,  no  wonder  if  thy  perfect  sight. 
Amid  the  sun's  bright  circle,  where  thou  sitt'st, 
See  far  and  wide.    In  at  this  gate  none  pass 
The  vigilance  here  placed,  but  such  as  come 
Well  known  from  heaven ;  and  since  meridian  hour         580 
No  creature  thence :  if  spirit  of  other  sort. 
So  minded,  have  o'erleap'd  these  earthy  bounds 
On  purpose ;  hard  thou  know*st  it,  to  exclude 
Spintaal  substance  with  corporeal  bar. 
But  if  within  the  circuit  of  these  walks,  585 

In  whatsoever  shape  he  lurk,  of  whom 
Ihou  tell'st,  by  morrow  dawning  I  shall  know." 

So  promised  he ;  and  Uriel  to  his  charge 
Retum'd,  on  that  bright  beam,  whose  point,  now  raised 
Bore  him  slope  downward  to  the  sun,  now  fallen  590 

Beneath  the  Azores;  whether  the  prime  orb, 
Incredible  how   swift,  had  thither  roll'd 
Diurnal,  or  this  less  voluble  earth. 
By  shorter  flight  to  the  east,  had  left  him  there, 
Arraying,  with  reflected  purple  and  gold  595 

The  clouds,  that  on  his  western  throne  attend. 
Now  came  still  evening  on,  and  twilight  gray 
Had  in  her  sober  livery  all  things  clad ; 
Silence  accompanied;  for  beast  and  bird, 
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They  to  their  grassy  couch,  these  to  their  nests,  600 

Were  slunk,  all  but  the  wakeful  nightingrale ; 

She,  all  night  long«  her  amorous  descant  sung ; 

Silence  was  pleased.     Now  glow*d  the  firmament 

With  living  sapphires  :  Hesperus,  that  led 

The  starry  host,  rode  brightest,  till  the  moon,  005 

Rising  in   clouded  majesty,  at  length 

Apparent  queen,  unveil'd  her  peerless  light. 

And  o'er  the  dark   her  silver  mantle  threw. 

When  Adam  thus  to  Eve.     ''  Fair  consort,   the  hour 
Of  night,  and  all  things  now  retired  to  rest,  610 

Mind  us  of  Uke  repose  ;  since  God  hath  set 
Labour  and  rest,  as  day  and  night,  to  men 
Successive ;  and  the  timely  dew  of  sleep. 
Now  falhng  with  soft  slumberous  weight,  inclines 
Our  eye-lids :  other  creatures,  all  day  long,  615 

Rove  idle,  unemployed,  and  less  need  rest ; 
Man  hath  his  daily  work  of  body  or  mind 
Appointed,   which  declares   his  dignity. 
And  the  regard  of  Heaven  on  all  his  ways ; 
While   other  animals  inactive  range,  6^0 

And  of  their  doings  God  takes  no  account. 
To-morrow,  ere  fresh  morning  streak  the  east. 
With  first  approach  of  light,  we  must  be  risen, 
And   at  our  pleasant  labour,  to  reform 
Yon  flowery  arbours,  yonder  alleys  green,  625 

Our  walk  at  noon,  with  branches  overgrown. 
That  mock  our  scant  manuring,  and  require 
More  hands  than  ours  to  lop  their  wanton  growth  : 
Tliose  blossoms  also,  and  those  dropping  gums, 
That  he  bestrown,  unsightly,  and  unsmooth,  630 

Ask  riddance,  if  we  mean  to  tread  with  ease  : 
Mean  while,  as  nature  wills,  night  bids  us  rest." 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  with  perfect  beauty  adorn 'd. 
"My  author  and  disposer !  what  thou  bid'st. 
Unargued,   I  obey ;   so  God  ordains  :  635 

God  is  thy  law,  thou  mine  :  to  know  no  more 
Is  woman's  happiest  knowledge,  and  her  praise. 
With  thee  conversing,  1  forget  all  time ; 
All  seasons,  and  their  change,  all  please  alike. 
Sweet  is  the  breath  of  morn,  her  rising  sweet,  610 

With  charm  of  earliest  birds  ;  pleasant  the  sun. 
When  first,  on  this  delightful  land,  he  spreads 
His  orient  beams,  on  herb,  tree,  fruit,  and  flower. 
Glistering  with  dew  ;  fragrant  the  fertile  earth, 
Afler  soft  showers  ;  and  sweet  the  coming  on  643 

Of  grateful  evening  mild  ;  then  silent  night. 


WiUi  till*  her  Bolemii  bird,  and  ihis  lair  moon, 
And  ihese  the  gems  of  Heaven,  her  starry  train  : 
But  neither  breath  of  morn,  when  she  ascends 
With  chaim  of  earUest  birds ;  nor  rising  sun 
On  tliis  delightful  land ;  nor  herb,  fruit,  flower. 
Glistering  with  dew  ;  nor  fragrance  afler  sliowers : 
Nor  grateful  evening  mild  ;  nor  silent  night. 
With  this  her  solemn  bird,  nor  walk  by  moon. 
Or  glittering  star-light,  without  thee,  is  sweet. 
But  wherefore  all  nightlong  shine  these?  for  whom 
^13  glorious  sight,  wlien  sleep  hath  shut  all  eyes  ?" 
To  whom  our  general  ancestor  replied. 
"Daughter  of  ftad  and  man,  accomplishd  Eve, 
These  ^ave  iheir  course  to  finish,  round  the  earih, 
By  morrow -evening;   and    Irom  bind    tn    land. 
]n    order,   though   to   nations   yet   unborn. 
Uinistering  light  prepared,  they  set  and  rise  : 
Lest  tuist  darkness  should,  by  night,  regain 
Her  old   possession,    and    extinguish   life 
In  nature  and  all  things  ;  which  these  soft  fires. 
Not  only  enlighten,  but  with   kindly  lieat. 
Of  various  influence,    foment   and    warm, 
Temper  or  nourish ;  or  in  port  shed    down 
Their  stellar  virtue,  on  all  kinds  that  grow 
On  earth,  made   hereby   aptet   to   receive 
Perfection,  fiwni  the  sun  s  more  potent  ray. 
These  then,  though  uobelield  In  deep  of  night, 
Bhine  not  in  vain  ;  nor  think,  though  men  were  none, 
!nut  Heaven  wouldwant  spectators,  God  want  praise: 
MiUions  of  spiritual  creatures  walk  the  earth 
UiiKen,  both  when  we  wake,  and  when  we  sleep: 
All  these,  with  ceaseless  praise,  his  works  behold 
Both  day  and  night.  How  often,  from  the  steep 
Of  echoing  hill,  or  thicket,  have  we  heard 
Celestial  voices,  to  lh<*  midnight  air, 

,  or  responsive  ench  to  others  note, 
Singing  their  great  Creator  ?   Ol^  in  bands, 
While  they  keep  watch,  oi  nightly  rounding  walk, 
With  heavenly  touch  of  instrumental  sounds, 
In  full  harmonic  number  join'd,  their  songs 
Divide  the  night,  Bnd  lift  our  thoughts  to  heaven." 
Thus  talking,  hand  in  hand  alone,  they  pass'd 
On  to  theii  blissful  bower ;  it  was  a  place 
Choten  by  the  sovereign  Planter,  when  he  framed 
All  things  toman's  delightful  use;  the  roof. 
Of  thickest   covert,   was    inwoven    shade, 
laurel  and  myrtle,  and  what  higher  grew 
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Of  firm  and  fragrant  leaf;  on  either  aide 

Acanthus,  and  each  odorous  bushy  shrub,  395 

Fenced  up  the  verdant  wall ;  each  beauteous  flower* 

Iris  all  hues,   roses,  and   iessamine, 

Rear'd  high  their  flourish'd  heads  between,  and  wrought 

Mosaic;  underfoot  the  violet, 

Crocus,   and   hyacinth,   with   rich   inlay»  700 

Broider*d  the  ground,  more  color'd  than  with  stone 

Of  costhest  emblem :  other  creature  here, 

Bird,  beast,  insect,  or  worm,  durst  enter  none. 

Such  was  their  awe  of  man.     In  shadier  bower. 

More  sacred  and  sequester*d,  though  but  fei^n'd»  705 

Pan  nor  Sylvanus  never  slept,  nor  Nympn, 

Nor  Faunus  haunted.     Here,  in  close  recess, 

With  flowers,  garlands,  and  sweet-smelling  herbs, 

Espoused  Eve  deck'd  first  her  nuptial  bed ; 

And  heavenly  quires  the  hymenean  sung,  710 

What  day,  the  genial  angel  to  our  sire 

Brought  her,  in  naked  beauty  more  adorn'd ; 

More  lovely  than  Pandora,  whom  the  gods 

Endow'd  with  all  their  gifts,  and  O  too  like 

In  sad  event,  when,  to  the  un wiser  son  715 

Of  Japhet,  brought  by  Hermes,  she  insnared 

Mankind,  with  her  fair  looks,  to  be  avenged 

On  him,  who  had  stolen  Jove's  authentic  fire. 

Thus  at  their  shady  lodge  arrived,  both  stood, 
Both  turn*d ;  and  under  open  sky  adored  720 

The  God  that  made  both  sky,  air,  earth,  &  heaven. 
Which  they  beheld,  the  moon's  resplendent  globe, 
And  starry  pole :  ^*  Tliou  also  madest  the  night. 
Maker  Omnipotent,   and  thou  the  day; 
Which  we,  in  our  appointed  work  em  ploy 'd,  725  ' 

Have  finish 'd,  happy  in  our  mutual  help. 
And  mutual  love,  the  crown  of  all  our  bliss, 
Ordain'd  by  thee ;  and  this  delicious  place, 
For  us  too  large,  where  thy  abundance  wants 
Partakers,  and  uncropp'd  falls  to  the  ground.  730 

But  thou  hast  promised  from  us  two  a  race. 
To  fill  the  earth,   who  shall  with  us  extol 
Thy  goodness  infinite,  both  when  we  wake. 
And  when  we  seek,  as  now,  thy  gift  of  sleep." 

This  said  unanimous,  and  other  rites  735 

Observing  none,   but  adoi-ation  pure, 
Which  God  likes  best,  into  their  inmost  bower 
Handed  they  went ;  and,  eased  the  putting-ofF 
These  troublesome  disguises  which  we  wear. 
Straight  side  by  side  were  laid  :  nor  turned,  I  ween,  740 


Adam  from  his  fair  spouse,  nor  Eve  Ihe  met 
tljFSterioua  of  connubial    love   refused : 
^VliBtever  hypocrites  austerely   talk, 
;Of  purity,    and  place,  and    innocetife  : 
Denming  bb  impure,  what  God  declares 
Pure,  and  commands  to  some  ;  leaves  free  to  ull. 
Our  Maker  bids  increase;  who  bids  abstain. 
But  our  destroyer,  foe  to  God  and  man  ? 
Hail  wedded  love,  mysterous  law,  true  source 
Of  human    ofTsprin^,    sole  propriety 

I  Paradise,  of  all  things  common  else. 
By  thee  adulterous  lust  was  driven  from  men, 
Among  the  bestial  herds  to  range ;  by  thee. 
Founded  In  reason,  loyal,  just,  and    pur«, 
Relations  dear,   and   nil  the   charities 
Of  futher,  son,  and  brother,  lirst  were  known. 
iPur  be  it,  that  1  should  write  thee  sin  or  blame, 
Or  think  lliee  unbelitting  holiest   place ; 
Perpetual   fountain  of  domestic  sweets; 
Whose  bed  is  undefiled,  and  chaste  pronounced. 
Present,  or  past,  aa  saints  and  patriarcha  used. 
Hare,  love  his  golden  shaft  employs,  here,  hghts 
^His  constant  lamp,  and  waves  his  purple  wings, 
K«igns  here,  and  revels ;  not  in  the  bought  smile 
Of  harlots,  loveless,  joyless,  unendear'd, 
Casu«]  fruition ;    nor   in  court-amours, 
" '  x"d  dunce,  or  wanton  mask,  or  midnight  ball. 
Or  serenate,  which  the  starved  lover  sings 
To  bis  proud  fair,  beat  quitted  with  disdain. 
Tlese,  lull'd  by  nightingales,  embracing  slept. 
And  on  their  naked  hmbs,  the  flowery  roof 
Shower'd  roses,  which  the  morn  repair'd.  Sleep  on, 
Bleas'd  pair  ;  and  O  yet  happiest,  if  ye  seek 
No  happier  state,  and  know  lo  know  no  more. 

Now  nad  night  measured,  with  her  shadowy  cone. 
Half  way  up  hill,  this  vast  sublunar  vault ; 
And,  fVom  their  ivory  port  Ihe  cherubim 
Forth  issuing,  at  tlie  accustom'd  hour,  stood  nrm'd 
To  their  night-watches,   in  warlike  parade : 
When  Gabriel  to  his  next  in  power  lhu3  snake. 
^^^  "  Uiziel,  half  these  draw  off,  and  coast  tne  south, 
Wilb  strictest  watdi ;  these  other  wheel  the  north  : 
Our  circuit  meets  full  nest."    As  flame  they  part, 
Half  wheeling  to  the  shield,  httlf  to  the  spear. 
Frotn  these,  two  strong  and  subtle  spirits  hecall'd, 
^liat  near  him  stood,  and  gave  them  thus  in  charge. 
"  llhuriel  and  Zephon,  with  wing'd  speed. 
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Search  through  this  earden ,  leave  unsearch'd  no  nook ; 

But  chiefly  where  mose  two  fair  creatures  lodge. 

Now  laid  perhaps  asleep,  secure  of  harm.  790 

This  evening,  from  the  sun's  decline  arrived, 

Who  tells  of  some  infernal  spirit,  seen 

Hitherward  bent;  who  could  have  thought?  escaped 

The  bars  of  Hell,  on  errand  bad,  no  doubt : 

Such  where  ye  find,  seize  fast,  and  hither  bring."  795 

So  saying,  on  he  led  his  radiant  files. 
Dazzling  the  moon ;  these  to  the  bower  direct. 
In  search  of  whom  they  sought :  him  there  they  found. 
Squat  Uke  a  toad,  close  at  the  ear  of  Eve, 
Essaying,  by  his  devilish   art,   to   reach  800 

The  organs  of  her  fancy  ;  and  with  them,  forge 
Illusion  as  he  list,  phantasms  and  dreams; 
Or,  if  inspiring  venom,  he   might  taint 
The  animail  spirits,  that  from  pure  blood  arise. 
Like  gentle  breaths  from  rivers  pure ;  thence  rai^t^  805 

At  least,  distempered,  discontented  thoughts. 
Vain  hopes,  vain   aims,   inordinate  desires. 
Blown  up  with  high  conceits,  ingendering  pride. 
Him  thus  intent,  Ithuriel,  wi£  his  spear. 
Touched  lightly ;  for  no  falsehood  can  indure  810 

T    ch  of  celestial  temper,  but  returns. 
Of  force,  to  its  own  Hkeness :  up  he  starts. 
Disco ver'd  and  surprised.     As  when  a  spark 
Lights  on   a  heap  of  nitrous   powder,   laid 
Fit  for  the   tun,  some  magazine  to  store,  815 

Against  a  rumour'd  war ;  the  smutty  grain. 
With  sudden  blaze  difiused,  inflames  the  air; 
So  started  up,  in  his  own  shape,  the  fiend. 
Back  stepp*d  those  two  fair  angels,  half  amazed 
So   sudden   to   behold   the  grisly  Icing;  8*20 

Yet  thus,  unmoved  with  fear,  accost  him  soon. 

"  Which  of  those  rebel  spirits,  adjudged  to  Hell, 
Comest  thou,  escaped  thy  prison  ?  and  transform'd. 
Why  sat'st  thou,   like  an   enemy  in   wait. 
Here  watching,  at  the  head  of  these  that  sleep  ?*'  S25 

"  Know  ye  not  then,  said  Satan,  fiU'd  with  scorn. 
Know  ye  not  me  ?  ye  knew  me  once,  no  mate 
For  you,  there  sitting  where  ye  durst  not  soar : 
Not  to  know  me,  argues  yourselves  unknown. 
The  lowest  of  your  throng ;  or  if  ye  know,  ^'^^^ 

Why  ask   ye,   and  superfluous  beg^n 
Your  message,  like  to  end  as  much  in  vain  ?'* 

To  whom  thus  Zephon,  answering  scorn  with  scorn. 
"  Think  not,  revolted  spirit,  thy  shape  the  sarae^ 


Or  uDdimioiiit'd  brightness   to   be   known, 
'As  when  thoii  atood'st  In  Heaven,  upright  and  pure ; 
^at  glory  then,  when  thou  no  more  wast  good, 
.'Deported  tVom  ihee  ;  and  fhou  resembleat  now 
Thy  sin,  and  place  of  doom,  obscure  and  foul. 
But  come,  for  thou,  be  sure,  sholt  give  account 
To  him  who  sent  us,  whose  charge  is,  to  keep 
This  pbu:e  inviolable,  and  these  from  harm." 

So  apake  ihe  cherub  :    and  his  grave  rebuke, 
Severe   in    youlkful  beauty,    added  grace 
Inrioeible:  abash'd  the  Oevil  stood, 
And  fell  how  awful  goodness  is,  and  saw 
yiitue  in  her  shape  how  lovely  ;  saw,  and  phied 
Via  loss;  but  chieflv,  to  find  here  observed, 
His   lustre   viubly   unpair'd ;   yet   seem'd 
Undaunted.  "If  I  must  contend,  said. he. 
Beat  with  the  best,  the  sender,  not  the  sent, 
Or  all  at  once ;  more  glory  will  be  won. 
Or  less  be  lost." — "  Thy  fear,  said  Zephon  bold, 
Will   save   us  trial,  what  the  least  can  do 
&iiig:le  against  thee,  wicked,  and  thence  weak." 

The  fiend  rephed  not,  overcome  with  rage ; 
But,  like  a  proud  steed  rein'd.  went  haughty  on, 
IChamping  his  iron   curb:     to   strive,  or  fly, 
H«  held  it  vain  ;  awe  from  above  bad  quell'd 

heart,  not  else  dismay'd.    Now  drew  they  nigh 
tbt  western  point,  where  those  half-rounding  guards 
■fust  met,  and  closing  stood,  in  siiuudcou  join'd. 
Awsiling  next  command.     To  whom  their  chief, 
Oabriel,  from  the  front,  thus  call'd  aloud. 
*'  O  friends  1  I  hear  the  tread  of  nimble  feet, 
Hasting  this  way,  and  now  by  glimpse  discern 
jthuriel  and   Tlephon,   through    the   shade; 
And  with  them  comes  a  third,  of  regal  port. 
But  faded  splendour  wan  ;  who  by  his  gall, 
jAnd  fierce  demeanor,  seems  the  prince  of  Hell : 
Not  likely  to  part  hence  without  contest: 
8t«ud  6rm.  for  in  his  look  defiance  bwerH.'* 

He  scarce  had  ended,  when  those  two  approach'd  ; 
And  brief  related,  whom  they  brought,  where  found, 
Hon  busied.  In  what  form  and  posture  couch'd. 

To  whom  with  stern  legard  thus  Gabriel  spake. 
;"  Why  hast  thou,  Satan,  broke  the  hounds  p[e5cri!)ed 
To  thy  transgressions,  and  disturh'd  tl>e  charge 
Ol'  others,    who  approve   not  to  transgress 
By  thy  examolc  1  but  have  power  and  right 
To  qyestion  tny  bold  entrance  on  this  pUce ; 
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Employ'd,  it  seems,  to  violate  sleep,  and  thote. 
Whose  dwelling  Grod  hath  planted  nere,  in  bliit." 

To  whom  thus  Satan,  with  contemptuous  brow. 
''  Gabriel,  thou  hadst  in  heaven  the  esteem  of  wise,  886 

And  such  I  held  thee ;  but  this  question  aak'd 
Puts  me  in  doubt .   Lives  there  who  loves  his  pa  in  ? 
Who  would  not,  finding  way,  break  loose  from  HeU, 
Though  thither  doom'd  ?   Thou  wouldst  thyself,  no  doubt. 
And  boldly  venture,  to  whatever  place,  890 

Furthest  from  pain,  where  thou  mightst  hope  to  change 
Torment  with  ease,  and  soonest  recompense 
Dole  with  delight,  which  in  this  place  I  sought : 
1*0  thee  no  reason,  who  know'st  only  good, 
But  evil  has  not  try'd ;  and  wilt  object  895 

His  will,  who  bounds  us  ?  Let  him  surer  bar 
His   iron   gates,   if  Jie   intends  our  stay 
In  that  dark  durance :  thus  much  what  was  ask'd. 
The  rest  is  true,  they  found  me  where  they  say ; 
But  that   implies  not  violence,   or  harm.*'  900 

Thus  he  in  scorn.  The  warlike  angel  moved. 
Disdainfully,  half   smiling,   thus  replied. 
''  O  loss  of  one  in  heaven,  to  judge  of  wise. 
Since  Satiin  fell,  whom  folly  overthrew; 
And  now  returns  him,  from  his  prison  'scaped,  905 

Gravely  in  doubt,  whether  to  hold  them  wise 
Or  not,  who  ask,  what  boldness  brought  him  hither 
Unlicensed,  from  his  bounds  in  Hell  prescribed ; 
So  wise  he  judges  it,  to   fly  from  pain. 
However,  and  to  'scape  his  punishment !  910 

So  judge  thou  still,  presumptuous ;  till  the  wrath. 
Which  thou  incurr*st  by  flying,  meet  thy  flight 
Sevenfold ;  and  scourge  that  wisdom  back  to  Hell, 
Which  taught  thee  yet  no  better,  that  no  pain 
Can   equal   anger   infinite   provoked.  915 

But  wherefore  thou  alone  ?  wherefore,  with  thee, 
Came  not  all  Hell  broke  loose  ?  is  pain  to  them 
Less  pain,  less  to  be  fled  ;  or  thou  than  they 
liCss  hardy  to  endure?    Courageous  chief 
The  first  in  flight  from  pain  ;  hadst  thou  alleged  920 

To  thy  deserted   host  this  cause  of  flight. 
Thou  surely  hadst  not  come  sole  fugitive." 

To  which  the  fiend  thus  answer'd,  frowning  stem. 
'*  Not  that  I  less  endure,  or  shrink  from  pain, 
insulting  angel;  well  thou  know'st  I  stood  925 

Thy  fiercest,  when  in  battle,  to  thy  aid, 
The  blasting  volleyed  thunder  made  all  speed. 
And  seconded,  thy  else  not  dreaded  spear. 
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But  still  thy  words  at  random,  as  before. 

Argue  thy  inexperience^  what  behores,  93q 

From  hard  assays,  and  ill  successes  past, 

A  faithful  leader,   not  to  hazard   all. 

Through  ways  of  danger,  by  himself  untried  : 

I  therefore,  I  alone,  first  undertook 

To  wing  the  desolate  abyss,  and  spy  935 

This  new-created  world,  whereof  in  Hell 

Fame  is  not  silent ;  here  in  hope  to  find 

Better  abode,  and  my  afflicted  powers 

To  settle  here  on  earth,  or  in  mid  air; 

Though,  for  possession,  put  to  try  once  more  940 

What  thou  and  thy  gay  legions  dare  against ; 

Whose  easier  business  were  to  serve  their  Lord, 

High  up  in  Heaven,  with  songs  to  hymn  his  throne, 

And  practised  distances  to  cringe,  not  fight." 

To  whom  the  warrior- angel  soon  repli^.  945 

**To  say,  and  straight  unsay,  pretending  first 
Wise  to  fiy  pain,  professing  next  the  spy. 
Argues  no  leader,  but  a   har  traced. 
Satan!  and  couldst  thou  faithfiil  add  ?  Oname, 
0  sacred  name  of  faithfulness  profaned !  950 

Faithful  to  whom  ?  to  thy  rebellious  crew  ? 
Army  of  fiends,  fit  body  to  fit  head. 
Was  this  your  discipline  and  faith  engaged, 
Your  military  obedience,   to  dissolve 
Allegiance  to  the  acknowledged  Power  supreme  ?  956 

And  thou,  sly  hypocrite,  who  now  wouldst  seem 
Patron   of  liberty ;  who  more  than  thou 
Once  fisiwn'd,  and  cringed,  and  servilely  adored 
Heaven's  awfiil  Monarch  ?  wherefore,  but  in  hope 
To  dispossess  him,  and  thyself  to  reign?  960 

But  mark,  what  I  aread  thee  now  ;  Avaunt ! 
Fly  thither  whence  thou  fled*st :  If,  from  this  hour. 
Within  these  hallow'd  limits  thou  appear. 
Back  to  the  infernal  pit  I  drag  thee,  chained. 
And  seal  thee  so,  as  hencefordi  not  to  scorn  965 

The  &cile  gates  of  Hell,  too  slightly  barr*d.'' 

So  threatened  he ;  but  Satan  to  no  threats 
Gave  heed,  but  waxing  more  in  rage  replied. 

"  Then,  when  I  am  thy  captive,  talk  of  chains, 
Proud   limitary   cherub;    but  ere  then,  970 

Far  heavier  load  thyself  expect  to  feel. 
From  my  prevailing  arm  ;  though  Heaven's  King 
Ride  on  tny  wings,  and  thou  with  thy  compeers, 
Used  to  the  yoke,  draw'st  his  triumphant  wheels. 
In  progress  through  the  road  of  heaven ,  star-paved  .*'       ^75 
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While  thus  he  spake,  the  angelic  squadron  bright 
Tum'd  fiery  red,  sharpening,  in  mooned  horns. 
Their  phalanx,  and  began  to  hem  him  round. 
With  ported  spears ;  as  thick,  as  when  a  field 
Of  Ceres,   ripe   for  harvest,  waving  bends  980 

Her  bearded  grove  of  ears,  which  way  the  wind 
Sways  them;  the  careful  ploughman  doubting  stands, 
Lest,  on  the  threshing-floor,  his  hopeful  sheaves 
Prove  chaff.  On  the  other  side,  Satan  alarm *d, 
Collecting   all   his  might,   dilated   stood,  985 

Like  Tenenfie,  or  Atlas,   unremoved : 
His  stature  reach *d  the  sky,  and  on  his  crest 
Sat  horror  plumed ;  nor  wanted  in  his  grasp. 
What  seem'd,  both  spear  and  shield.    Now  dreadful  deeds 
Might  have  ensued,  nor  only  Paradise,  990 

In   this   commotion,  but  the  starry  cope 
Of  Heaven,  perhaps,  or  all  the  elements, 
At  least,  had  gone  to  wrack,  disturb'd  and  torn 
With  violence  of  this  conflict,  had  not  soon 
The  Eternal,  to  prevent  such  horrid  fray,  995 

Hung  forth  in  Heaven  his  golden  scales ;  yet  seen 
Betwixt  Astrea  and  the  Scorpion  sign; 
Wherein,  all  things  created  first  he  weigh'd, 
The  pendulous  round  earth,  witli  balanced  air 
In   counterpoise;    now  ponders  all  events,  1000 

Battles  and  realms :  in  these  he  put  two  weights. 
The  sequel  each  of  parting  and   of  fight; 
The  latter  quick  up  flew,  and  kick'd  the  beam  : 
Which  Gabriel  spying,  thus  bespake  the  fiend. 

'* Satan,  I  know  thy  strength,  and  thou  know*st  mine. 
Neither  our  own,  but  given ;  what  folly  then 
To  boast  what  arms  can  do  ?  since  thine,  no  more 
Than  Heaven  permits;  nor  mine,  though  douUeduow, 
To  trample  thee  as  mire  :  for  proof  look  up, 
And   read    thy  lot,  in  yon   celestial  sign;  1010 

Where  thou  art  weigh'd,  and  shown  how  light,  how  weak. 
If  thou  resist."  The  fiend  look*d  up,  and  knew  * 
His  mounted  scale  alofl :  nor  more ;  but  fled 
Murmuring;  and  with  him  fled  the  shades  of  night. 
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rHE   ARGUMENT. 

Morning  approached,  Eve  relates  to  Adam  her  troubletome  dmat 
he  likes  It  not,  yet  comft>rta  her.  They  come  ibrth  to  their  day« 
labonrs :  their  momln^-hymn,  at  the  door  of  their  bower.  God,  to 
render  man  inexcuaable,  aenda  Raphael  to  admonish  him  of  his  obe- 
dience, of  his  tnt  estate,  of  his  enemy  near  at  hand }  who  he  is, 
and  vrtiy  his  enemy ;  and  whatever  else  may  avail  Adam  to  know. 
Raphael  comes  down  to  Paradise :  his  appearance  described :  hia 
coming  discerned  by  Adam  aftf  otf,  sitting  at  the  door  of  his 
bower :  he  goes  oat  to  meet  him,  brings  him  to  his  lodge,  enter- 
tains him  with  the  choicest  fruits  of  Paradise  got  together  by  Eve; 
their  disconrse  at  table.  liaphae!  performs  his  message,  miads 
Adam  of  his  state  and  of  his  enemy}  relates,  at  Adam's  request, 
who  that  enemy  is,  and  how  he  came  to  be  so,  beginning  fWim  his 
first  revolt  in  heaven,  and  the  occasion  thereof}  how  he  drew  his 
legions  after  iiim  to  the  partn  of  the  north,  and  there  incited  them 
to  rebel  with  him,  persuading  all  but  only  At>diel  a  seraph ;  who  in 
argument  diM'-'iades  and  opposes  him,  then  forsakes  htm. 
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riow  morn,  her  rosy  steps  in  the  eastern  clime 
Advancing,  sow'd  the  earth  with  orient  pearl ; 
When  Adam  waked,  so  customed ;  for  his  sleep 
Was  airy-light,  from  pure  digestion  bred. 
And  temperate  vapours  bland ;  which  the  only  sound  5 

Of  leaves  and  fuming  rills,  Aurora's  fan, 
Lightly  dispersed,  and  the  shrill  matin  song 
Of  binis  on  every  bough :  so  much  the  more 
His  wonder  was,  to  find  unwaken'd  Eve, 
With  tresses  discomposed,  and  glowing  cheek,  10 

As  through  unquiet  rest.     He  on  his  side 
Leaning,  half  raised,  with  looks  of  cordial  love 
Hung  over  her  enamour'd ;  and  beheld 
Beautv,  which,  whether  waking  or  asleep, 
^lot  forth  peculiar  graces ;  then  with  voice  15 

Mild,  as  when  Zephyrus  on  Flora  breathes. 
Her  hand  soft  touching,  whisper'd  thus. ''  Awake,  ■ 
My  fiurest,  my  espoused,  my  latest  found. 
Heaven's  last  best  gift,  my  ever  new  delight. 
Awake ;  the  morning  shines,  and  the  fresh  field  20 

CaUs  us;  we  lose  the  prime,  to  mark  how  spring 
Our  tender  plants,  how  blows  the  citron-grove ; 
What  drops  the  myrrh,  and  what  the  balmy  reed ; 
How  nature  paints  her  colours,  how  the  bee 
Sits  on  the  bloom,  extracting  liquid  sweet."  26 

Such  whispering  waked  her,  but  with  startled  eye 
On  Adam,  whom  embracing,  thus  she  spake. 

**  O  sole,  in  whom  my  thoughts  find  all  repose. 
My  glory,  my  perfection,  glad   I   see 
Thy  foce,  and  mom  returned  ;  for  I  this  night,  30 

Such  night  till  this  I  never  passed,  have  dream'd. 
If  dream'd,  not  as  I  oft  am  wont,  of  thee, 
Works  of  day  past,  or  morrow's  next  design ; 
But  of  offence  and  trouble,  which  my  mind 
Knew  never,  till  this  irksome  night.   Methought,  35 

Close  at  mine  ear,  one  call'd  me  forth  to  walk, 
With  gentle  voice;  I  thought  it  thine :  it  said. 
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So  quickeQ*d   appetite,  thHt  I,   methoug^ltt,  35 

Could  not  but  taste.    Forthwith,  up  to  the  clouds, 

With  him   I   flew;    and   underneath   beheld 

The  earth  outatretch'd,  immense,  a  prospect  wide 

And  various :  wondenng  at  my  flight  and  change 

To   this   high   exaltation;    suddenly  90 

My  guide  was  gone,  and  1,  methought,  sunk  down, 

And  fell  asleep:  but  O  how  glad  I  waked, 

To  find  this  but  a  dream  !"  Thus  Eve  her  night 

Related,  and  thus  Adam  answer*d  sad. 

'*  Best  image  of  myself,  and  dearer  half,  95 

The  trouble  of  thy  thoughts,  this  night  in  sleep, 

Affects  me  equally :    nor  can  I  like 

This  uncouth  dream,  of  evil  sprung,  I  fear : 

Yet  evil  whence?   in  thee  can  harbour  none, 

Created  pure.     But  know,  that  in  the  soul  100 

Are  many  lesser  faculties,  that  serve 

Reason  as  chief;  among  these  fancy  next 

Her  office  holds;    of  all  external  things. 

Which  the  five  watchful  senses  represent. 

She  forma  imaginations,  airy  shapes,  105 

Which  reasoa  joining,  or  disjoining,  frames 

AH  what  we  amrm,  or  what  deny,  and   chU 

Our  knowledge,  or  opinion ;    then  retires, 

Into   her  private  cell,   when   nature  rests. 

Oft,   in  her  absence,  mimic  fancy  wakes  no 

To   imitate  her;    but  misjoining  shapes, 

Wild  work  produces  oft,  and  most  in  dreams ; 

III  matching  words  and  deeds,  long  past  or  late. 

Some  such  resemblances,  methinks,  1  find 

Of  our  last  evening's  talk,  in  this  thy  dream,  115 

But  with  addition  strange;  yet  be  not  sad. 

Evil   into  the  mind  of  God  or  man 

May  come  and  go,  so  unappro\ed,  and  leave 

No  spot  or  blame  behind  :  which  gives  me  hope 

That,  what  in  sleep  thou  did*8t  abhor  to  dream,  120 

Waking,   thou   never  wilt  consent  to  do. 

Be  not  dishearten*d  then,  nor  cloud  those  looks. 

That  wont  to  be  .  more  cheerful  and  serene. 

Than  when  fair  morning  first  smiles  on  the  world  ; 

And  let  us  to  our  fresh  employments   rise,  125 

Among  the  groves,  the  £6unt»ias,  and  the  flowers. 

That  open  now  their  choicest  bosom'd  smells, 

Reserved  from  night,  and  kept  for  thee  in  store.*' 

So  cheer'd  he  his  fair  spouse^  and  she  was  cheef  d ; 
But  silently   a  gentle  tear  let  fall  *^ 

From  eithec  eye,  and  wiped  them  .with  her  liair ; 
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Two  Other  precious  drops  that  ready  stood. 

Each  in  their  crystal  sluice,  he,  ere  they  fell, 

Kiss'd ;  as  the  ^cious  signs  of  sweet  remorse. 

And  pious  awe,  that  feared  to  have  offended.  1^6 

So  all  was  clear'd,  and  to  the  field  they  haste. 

But  first,  from  under  shady  arborous  roof. 

Soon  as  they  forth  were  come,  to  open  sight 

Of  day-spring,  and  the  sun,  who  scarce  up-risen, 

With  wheels  yet  hovering  o*er  the  ocean-brim,  140 

Shot  parallel  to  the  earth  his  dewy  ray, 

Discovering,  in  wide  landscape,  all  the  east 

Of  Paradise,   and  Eden's  happy  plains; 

Lowly  they   bow'd  adoring,   and   beg^n 

Their  orisons,   each   morning  duly  paid,  l^^  \ 

In  various  style;  for,  neither  various  style,  ) 

I  Nor  holy    rapture  wanted   they,  to  praise 

j  Their  Maker,  in  fit  strains  pronounced,  or  sang 

I  Unmeditated ;    such   prompt   eloquence 

I  Flow'd  from  their  lips,  in  prose  or  numerous  verse  1^ 

I  More  tuneable  than   needed    lute  or  harp. 

To  add  more  sweetness  ;  and  they  thus  began. 
**  These  are  thy  glorious  works,  Parent  of  good. 

Almighty,   Thine  this   universal  frame. 

Thus  wondrous  fair ;  Thyself  how  wonderous  then  *  155! 

Unspeakable,  who  sit*st  above  these  Heavens, 

To   us   invisible,   or  dimly   seen 

In  these  thy  lowest  works ;  yet  these  declare 

Thy  goodness  beyond  thought,  and  power  divine. 

Speak  ye,  who  best  can  tell,  ye  sons  of  light,  160 

Angels;  for  ye  behold  Him,  and  with  songs 

And  choral  symphonies,  day  without  night, 

Circle  his   throne  rejoicing;    ye   in   Heaven, 

On   Earth,  join   all  ye   creatures,  to  extol 

Him  first,  him  last,  him  midst,  and  without  end.  1 65 

Fairest  of  stars,  last  in  the  train  of  night. 

If  better,   thou   belong  not  to   the  dawn. 

Sure  pledge  of  day,  that  crown'st  the  smiling  mom 

With  thy  bright  circlet,  praise  him  in  thy  sphere, 

While  day  arises,  that  sweet  hour  of  prime.  1  ^ 

Thou  sun,  of  this  great  world  both  eye  and  soul, 

Acknowledge  him  thy  greater,  sound  His  praise 

In  thy  eternal  course,  both  when  thou  climb'st, 

And  when  high  noon  hast  gain'd,  &  when  thou  fairsL 

Moon,  that  now  meet'st  the  orient  sun,  now  fliest,  ^  ^^ 

With  the  fix'd  stars,  fix'd  in  their  orb  that  flies. 

And  ye  five  other  wandering  fires,  that  move 

In  mystic  dance,  not  without  s<mg,  resound 


[fit  praise,  who,  out  of  ditrkness,  call'd  up  liglit 
)A<r>  and  ye  eleroenU,  the  eldegt  biitb 
Or  nature's  -womb,  that  in  quaternion  run 
ienietual  circle,   mullifomi.    and  mix, 
Ana  aourish  all  things  ;  let  your  ceaseless  change 
Vnry  to  our  great  Maker  still  new   praise. 
Ye  mists  and  exhalations,  that  now  rise 
From  hill  or  ateuming  lake,  dusky  or  gray, 
T^II  the  aun  paint  your  fleecy  skirts  with  gold. 
In  honour  to  the  world's  great  Author  rise  ; 
Wlielher,  to  deck  with  clouds  the  uncolour'd  sky, 
Or  wet  the  thirsty  earth,  willi  falling  showers, 
Rising  or  fulling,  still  advance  his  praise. 
His  praise,  ye  winds,  that  from  four  quarters  blow. 
Breathe  soft  or  loud ;  &  wave  your  tops,  ye  pines. 
With  every  plant,  in  sign  of  worship  wave. 
Fountains,  and  ye  that  warble,  as  ye  flow. 
Melodious  murmurs,  warbling  tune  his  praise. 
JoJD  voices  ail  ye  living  souls :   ye  bir<b, 
Thai  singing  up  to  Heaven-gate  asct^nd, 
Bear  od  your  wingt,  &  in  your  notes,  his  praise. 
y«  that  in  waters  glide,  and  ye  tliai  walk 
The  eanh,  and  stately  tread,  or  lowly  creep  : 
Vitneia,   if  1   be  ailenl,   morn   or  even. 
To  hill  or  valley,  fountain,  or  fresh  shade, 
.    ide  vocal  by  my  song,  and  taught  his  praise- 
flail,   uikiversal   Lordl   be  bounteous   still 
b  ^ve  us  only  good;  and  if  the  night 
Ifove  gftther'd  aught  of  evil,  or  conceal'd, 
INsperse  it,  as  now  light  dispels  the  dark." 

So  pray'd  they  innocent ;  &  to  their  thoughu 
Finn  peace  recovered  soon,  and  wonted  calm. 
On  In  their  morning's  rural  work  they  haste, 
Among  sweet  dews  aod  flowers  ;  where  any  tow 
Of  fruit-trees,  ovet-woody,    reacii'd    too    far 

ir  pamper'd  boughs,  &  needed  hands  to  check 
Fruitless  embraces :   or,    they  ted    the    vine 
fEo  wed  her  elm  ;  she  spoused,  about  him  twines 
Her  marriageable  arms ;  and  with  her  brings 
Her  dower,  the   adopted    clusters,    to   adorn 
His  barren  leaves.     Them  thus  emplov'd,  beheld 
With  pity  Heavon's  high  King,  and  to  liimcaird 
**  k|iha«l,   tlie  sociable   spirit,   tliat   deign 'd 
I.  travel    with   Tobias,   and    secured 
s  tnatmge  with  the  seven -times -wedded  maid 
"Raphael,"saidlie,"lhouhear'El  what  stir  on  earth. 
latan,  (tom  Hell'scaped,  through  the  darksome  gulf. 
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Hath  raised  in  Paradise,  and  how  disturb'd 

This  night  the  human  pair;  how  he  designs. 

In  them,  at  once  to  ruin   all  mankind. 

Go  therefore,  half  this  day,  as  friend  with  friend| 

Converse  with  Adam,  in  what  bower  or  shade  290 

Thou  find'st  him,  from  the  heat  of  noon  retired, 

To  respite  his  day-labour  with  repast, 

Or  with  repose ;  and  such  discourse  bring  on. 

As  may  advise  him  of  his  happy  state; 

Happiness   in  his  power,   left  free  to  will,  S86 

Left  to  his  own  free  ¥riil,  his  will  though  free. 

Yet  mutable;   whence  warn  him,  to  beware 

He  swerve  not,  too  secure:  tell  him  withal 

His  danger,  and  from  whom;  what  enemy, 

Lute  fiiirn  Himself  from  heaven,  is  plotting  now  MO ' 

The  fall  of  others,  from  like  state  of  bliss; 

By  violence  ?  no,  for  that  shall  be  withstood ; 

But  by  deceit  and  lies :  this  let  him  know, 

Lest,  wilfully  transgressing,  he   pretend 

Surprisal,  unadmonish'd,   unforewam'd."  946 

So  spake  the  eternal  Father,  and  fulfiU'd 
All  justice :   nor  delayed  the  winged  saint. 
After  his  charge  received;  but  from  amon^ 
Thousand  celestial  ardours,  where  he  stood 
Veil'd  with  his  gorgeous  wings,  up  springing  light ,  fiQQ 

Flew  thro*  the  midst  of  heaven  ;  theangelic  quires, 
On  each  hand  parting,  to  his  speed  gave  way. 
Through  all  the  empyreal  road ;  till,  at  the  gate 
Of  heaven  arrived,  tlie  gate  self-open'd  wide, 
On   golden  hinges  turning,   as   by   work  955 

Divine  the  sovereign   Architect  had  framed. 
From  hence  no  cloud,  or,  to  obstruct  his  sight. 
Star  interposed  :  however  small  he  sees. 
Not   unconform  to  other  shining  globes, 
Earth,  &  the  garden  of  God,  with  cedars  crown'd  260 

Above  all  hills.     As  when,  by  nigiit,  the  glass 
Of  Galileo,   less   assured,  observes 
Imagined   lands   and  regions   in  the   moon  : 
Or  pilot,   from   amidst  the  Cyclades, 
Dclos  or  Samos   first  appearing,   kens  265 

A  cloudy  spot.     Down  thither,  prone  in  flight. 
He  speeds,  and  through  the  vast  ethereal  sky. 
Sails  between  worlds  and  worlds,  with  steady  wing ; 
Now  on  the  polar  winds,  then,  with  quick  fan. 
Winnows   the   buxom   air;   till  within   soar  270 

Of  towering  eagles,  to  all  the  fowls  he  seems 
A  phoenix,  g'«.zcd  by  all,  as  that  sole  bird, 
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When  to  enshrine  his  reliques,  in  the  sun's 

Bright  temple,  to  Egyptian  Thebes  he  flies. 

At   once,  on    the  eastern   cliiT  of  Paradise  27^ 

He  h'ghts,  and  to  his  proper  shape  returns, 

A  feraph  winged  :  six  wings  he  wore,  to  shade 

His  lineaments  divine ;  the   pair  that  clad 

Each  sbouldef  broad,  came  mantling  o'er  his  breast, 

With   regal  ornament;   the  middle  pair  2$0 

Girt  like  a  starry  zone  his  waist,  and  round 

Skilled  his  loins  and  thighs  with  downy  gold, 

And  colours  dipp'd  in  Heaven ;  the  third  his  teet 

Shadow'd  from  either  heel,  with  feather'd  mail, 

Sky-tinctured  grain.     like  Maia's  son  he  stood  285 

And  shook  his  phunes,  that  heavenly  fragrance  fill'd 

The  circuit  wide.     Straight  knew  him  all  the  bands 

Of  angels  under  watch;  and  to   his  state. 

And  to  his  message  high,  in  honour  rise; 

For,  on  some  message  high  they  guess'd  him  bound.         290 

Their  glittering  tents  he  pass'd,  and  now  is  come 

Into  the  blissful  field,  through  groves  of  myrrh, 

And  flowering  odours,  cassia,  nard,  and  balm  ; 

A  wilderness  of  sweets:  for  nature  here 

Wanton'd  as  in  her  prime,  and  play'd  at  will  295 

Her  virgin  fandes,  pouring  forth  more  sweet, 

Wild  above  rule  or  art;   enormous  bliss. 

Him,  through  the  spicy  forest  onward   come, 

Adam  discem*d,  as  in   the  door  he  sat 

Of  his  cool  bower,  while  now  the  mounted  sun  300 

Shot  down  direct  his  fervid  rays,  to  warm 

Eartli's  inmost  womb;  more   warmth  than  Adam  needs. 

And  Eve  within,  dne  at  her  hour,  prepared 

For  dinner  savoury  fruits,  of  taste  to  please 

True   appetite,   and  not  disrelish   thirst  305 

Of  nectarous  draughts  between,  from  milky  stream. 

Berry  or  g^pe :  to  whom  thus  Adam  call'd. 

"  Haste  hither,  Eve,  and  worth  thy  si^ht  behold. 
Eastward  among  those  trees,  what  glorious  shape 
Comes  this  way  moving ;  seems  another  mom  310 

Risen  on  mid-noon  :  some  great  behest  from  Heaven 
To  us  perhaps  he  brings,  and  will  vouchsafe 
This  day  to  be  our  guest.     But  go  with  speed, 
And  what  thy  stores  contain,  bring  forth,  and  pour 
Abundaivce,  fit  to  honour  and  receive  315 

Our  heavenly  stranger:  well  may  we  afford 
Our  givers  their  own  gifts,  and  large  bestow, 
From  large  bestow'd ;  where  nature  multiplies 
Her  fertile  growth,  and>  by  disburdening,  grows 

i2 
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More  rruitfiil;  which  iiistrucls  us  nol  to  spare.'' 

To  whom  thus  Eve.  "  Adiini.  earlh's  halllow'd  nioM 
Of  God  inspired,  small  store  will  seiTe,  where  store, 
All  seasons  ripe  for  use,  hangs  on  the  stalk  ;  n| 

Save  what  by  frugal  storing  finnness  gains  ■ 
To  nourish,  and  superfluous  moist  consumes,  ^t 
But  I  will  haste,  and  from  each  bough  and  braVe,  ^ 
Eacli  plant  &  juiciest  gourd,  will  pluck  such  choice. 
To  entertain  our  angel-guest,  as  he 
Beholding  shall  confess,  that  here  on  earth, 
God  hath  dispensed  his  bounties  as  in  Heaven." 

So  saying,  with  dispatchful  looks  in  haste 
She    turns,   on    hospitable  thoughts  intent. 
What  choice  to   choose   for  dehcacy  best, 
"What  order,  so   contrived,  as  not  to   mix 
Tastes,  not  well  join'd,  inelegant;  but  bring 
Taale  after  taste,  upheld  wilh  kindliest  change  : 
Bestirs  her  then,  and  from  each  tender  stalk. 
Whatever  earth,  all-benring  mother,  yields 
In    India    Bast  or  West,    or   middle  shore 
In  Pontus,  or  the  Punic  cnasi.  or  where 
Alcinos  reign'd  ;  fruit  of  all  kinds,  in  coat 
Rou^h  or  smooth  rined,  or  bearded  husk,  or  shell, 
She  gathers,  tribute  large ;  and  on  the  board 
Heaps  with  unsparing  hand.    For  drink  the  grape 
She   crushes,    inofTensive    must,   and   meaths 
From  many  a  berry,  8c,  from  sweet  kernels  press'd. 
She  tempers  dulcet  creams  ;  nor  these  to  hold 
Wants  her  fit  vessels  pure ;  then  strows  the  ground 
With  rose  and  odours,  from  the  shrub  unfumed. 

Meanwhile,  our  primitive  great  sire,  to  meet 
His  godlike  guest,  walks  forth ;  without  more  train 
Accompanied,  than  with  hta  own    complete 
PerfectJons :    in   himself  was  all   his  state. 
More  solemn,  than  the  tedious  pomp  that  waits 
On    princes,    when   their   rich   retinue  long, 
or  horses  led,  and  grooms  besmear'd  with  gold, 
Daiueles  the  crowd,  and  seta  them  all  agape. 
Nearer  his  presence,  Adam,  though  not  awed. 
Yet  with  aubmisB  approach,  and  reverence  meek. 
As  to  a  superior   nature,   bowing   low, 
Tliussaid.  "NativeofHeaven.  for  other  place 
None  can  than  heaven  such  glorious  shape  contain 
Since,  by  descending  from  the  thrones  above, 
Tliose  happy  places  thou  hast  deisn'd  awhih 
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To  want,  and  honour  these 


Two  only,  who  yet  by  sovereign  gift  possess 
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Thh  spacious  ground,  in  yonder  shady  bower 

To  rest ;  and  what  the  garden  choicest  bears 

To  sit   and  taste,  till  this    meridian   heat 

Be  oyer,  and  the  sun  more  cool  decline.*  370 

Whom  thus  the  angelic  virtue  answer *d  mild. 
*'Adam,  I  therefore  came^  nor  art  thou  such 
Created,  or  such  place  hast  here  to  dwell, 
As  may  not  ofl  invite,  though  spirits  of  Heaven, 
To  visit  thee;  lead  on  then,  where  thy  bower  375 

O'ershades ;  for  these  mid-hours,  till  evening  rise, 
I   have  at  will." — So  to  the  sylvan   lodge 
They  came,  that  like  Pomona's  arbour  smiled. 
With  flowerets  deck 'd,  &  fragrant  smells';  but  Eve» 
Undeck*d,  save  with  herself,  more  lovely  fair  380 

ISian  wood-nymph,  or  the  fairest  goddess  feign'd  . 
Of  three,  that  in  mount  Ida  naked  strove, 
Stood  to  entertain  her  guest  from  Heaven ;  no  veil 
She  needed,  virtue-proof;  no  thought  infirm 
.  Alter'd  her  cheek.     On  whom  the  angel  hail  385 

Bestow'd,  the  holy  salutation,  used 
Long  after,  to   bless'd   Mary,  second  Eve. 

'*  Hail  Mother  of  mankind^  whose  fruitful  womb 
Shall  fill  the  world,  more  numerous  with  thy  sons. 
Than,  with  these  various  fruits,  the  trees  of  God  390 

Have  heap*d  this  table."    Raised  of  grassy  turf 
Their  table  was,  and  mossy  seats  had  round, 
And  on  her  ample  square,  from  side  to  side. 
All  Autumn  piled}  though  spring  and  autumn  here 
Danced  hand  in  hand.  A  while  discourse  they  hold ;  395 

No  fear  lest  dinner  cool;  when  thus  began 
Our  author.  *'  Heavenly  stranger,  please  to  taste 
These  bounties,  which  our  Nourisher,  from  whom 
All  perfect  good,  unmeasured  out,  descends 
To  us,  for  food  and  for  delight,  hath  caused  400 

The  earth  to  yield  ;    unsavoury  food  perhaps 
To  spiritual   natures ;    only   this   I    know. 
That  one   celestial  Father  gives  to   all." 

To  whom  the  angel.   "  Therefore  what  he  gives. 
Whose  praise  be  ever  sung,  to  man,  in  part  405 

Spiritual,   may   of  purest  spirits  be  found 
No  ingratefiil  food :  and,  food  alike  those  pure 
Intelligential  substances  require, 
As  doth  your  rational ;    and  both   contain 
Within  them  every  lower  faculty  410 

Of  sense,  whereby  they  hear,  see,  smell,  touch,    taste. 
Tasting,  concoct,   digest,  assimilate, 
And  corporeal  to  incorporeal  turn. 
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For  know,   whatever  was  created,   needs 

To   be  sustain'd   and  fed ;   of  elements  4IS 

The  grosser  feeds  the  purer,  earth  the  sea. 

Earth  and  the  sea  feed  air,  the  air  those  fires 

Ethereal,  and,  as  lowest,  first  the   moon; 

Whence,  in  her  visage  round,  those  spots,  unpurg^ 

Vapours,  not  yet  into  her  substance  turn'd.  420 

Nor,  doth  the  moon  no  nourishment  exhale. 

From  her  moist  continent,  to  higher  orbs. 

The  sun,  that  light  imparts  to  all,  receives 

From  all  his  alimental  recompense, 

In  humid  exhalations;  and   at  even  425 

Sups  with  the  ocean.     Though,  in  Heaven,  the  trees 

Of  life  ambrosial  fruitage  bear,  and  vines 

Yield  nectar ;  though  from  off  the  boughs  each  morn, 

We  brush  mellifluous  dews,  and  find  the  ground 

Cover'd  with  pearly  grain :  yet  God  hath  here  4d0 

Varied   his  bounty   so  with  new  delights. 

As  may  compare  with  Heaven ;  and  to  taste 

Think  not  I  shall  be  nice.*'     So  down  they  sat, 

And   to   their  viands  fell;   nor  seemingly 

Tlie  angel,  nor  in  mist,  the  common  gloss  435 

Of  theologians,   but  with   keen   dispatch 

Of  real   hunger,  and   concoctive  heat 

To  transubstantiate  :  what  redounds,  transpires 

Through  spirits  with  ease  :  nor  wonder,  if,  by  fire 

Of  sooty   coal,   the  cmpyric   alchemist  440 

Can   turn,  or  holds   it  possible  to  turn, 

Metals  of  drossiest  ore   to   perfect  gold. 

As  from  the  mine.     Mean  while,  at  table  Eve 

Ministered    naked,   and   their  flowing  cups 

With  pleasant  liquors  crown'd  :  O  innocence  445 

Deserving   Paradise!   if  ever,  then, 

Tlien  had  the  sons  of  God  excuse  to  have  been 

Enamoured,  at  that  sight;  but  in  those  hearts 

Love  unlibidinous  reign 'd,  nor  jealousy 

Was  understood,  the  injur'd  lover's  hell.  450 

Thus,  when  with  meats  &  drinks  they  had  sufficed 
Not   burden'd  nature,   sudden   mind   arose 
In   Adam,   not  to  let  the  occasion   pass. 
Given  him  by  this  great  conference,  to  know 
Of  things  above  his  world,  and  of  their  being,  455 

Who  dwell  in  Heaven ;  whose  excellence  he  saw 
Transcend  his  own  so  far,  whose  radiant  forms. 
Divine  effulffence  ;  whose  high  power  so  fer 
Exceeded  human;  and  his   wary   speech 
Tims,  to  the  empyreal  minister,  he  framed.  +60 


InhabilftDt  with  God,  now  know  I  well 
favour,  in  (hit  honour  clone  to  man; 
n'det  whose  lowly  roof  ihou  hast  vouchsafed 
'a  enter,  and  these  earthly  fruits  to  taste: 
'ood  not  of  angels,  yet  accepted  so, 
Ls  that  more  willingly  thou  couldst  not  seem 
It  Heaven's  high  feasts  to  have  fed ;  yet  what  compnre 

To  whom  the  winged  hierarch  replied. 
'O    Adam,  one   Almighty    is,  from   whom 
All  things  proceed,  and  up  to  him  return. 
If  not  depraved   from   good,    created   all, 
Buch    to    perfection,   one   first   matter  all, 
Cndued  widt  various  Ibrms,  various  degrees 
3f  substance,  and  in  things  that  live,  of  lite; 
tut  more  refined,  more  spirituous,  and  pure; 
Is  nearer  lo  him  pluced,  or  nearer  tending, 
tach  in  their  severxl  active  spheres  assign'd, 
'ill    body  up  to  spirit  work,  in  bounds 
*roportion'd  lo  each  kind      So,  fiwrn  the  root, 
Iprmgs  lighter  the  |^reen  atalk,fron>  thence  the  leave* 
nore  iiiry,  last,  the  bright  consummate  flower 
Urits  od6rous  breathes  :  flowers  and  their  Iruit, 
Dan's  nourishment,  by  gradual  scale  sublimed, 
lie    vital  spirit  aspire,    to   animal, 
\)  intellectual;   give  lioth   life   and  sense, 
'ancy  and  understanding ;  whence  the  soul 
teason  receives,  and  reason  is  her  being, 
}iscuritve,    or   intuitive ;    discourse 
■   oft«st  yours,  tiie   latter   most    is   ours, 
JifTering  but  in  degree,  of  kind  the  same. 
Vender  not  then,  what  God  for  you  saw  good, 
II   refuse  not,    but   convert,   as   you. 
To  proper  substance  :  time  may  come,  wtien  men, 
K^iu  angels  may  participate,  and   find 
to   inconvenient  diet,    nor  too   light   tare ; 
And.  from  these  corporal  nutriments  perhap*, 
Tour  bodies  may  at  last  turu  all  to  spirit, 
Improved  by  tract  of  time,  and  wing'd,  ascend 
Ethereal,   as   we;  or   may   at  choice, 
ilere,    or  in   heavenly  Paradises  dwell ; 
If  ye   be   found   obedient,  and   retain 
Unalterably   firm    his   love  entire, 
Whose  progeny  you  are.     Meanwhile,  enjoy 
Your  fill,  what  happiness  this  happy  state 
Can    comprehend,  incapable  of  more." 
To  whom  the  patriarcli  of  mankind  reply 'd. 
"O  Eirourablc  spirit,  propitious  gue«t, 
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Well  hast  thou  taught  the  way,  that  might  direiet       ^     *  \ 

Our  knowledge,  and  the  scale  of  nature  set» 

From  centre  to  circumference,  whereon,  51Q 

In   contemplation   of  created   things, 

By  steps  we  may  ascend  to  Qod,     But  say, 

What  meant  that  caution  join'd,  Mf  ye  be  found 

Obedient?'    Can  we  want  obedience  then 

To  him,  or  possibly  his  love  desert,  515 

Wlio  form'd  us  from  the  dust,  and  placed  us  here, 

Full  to  the  utmost  measure  of  what  bliss 

Human  desires  can  seek,  or  apprehend?" 

To  whom  the  Angel.  **  Son  of  Heaven  and  Earth 
Attend :  that  thou  art  happy,  owe  to  God ;  520 

That  thou  continuest  such,  owe  to  thyself; 
That  is,  to  thy  obedience ;    therein  stand. 
This  was  that  caution  given  thee ;  be  advis*d.  ^ 

God  made  thee  perfect,  not  immutable; 
And  good  he  made  thee ;  but  to  persevere  525' 

He  left  it  in  thy  power,  ordain'd  thy  will  * 

By  nature  free,   not  over-ruled  by  fate 
Inextricable,   or  strict  necessity; 
Our  voluntary  service  he  requires, 

Not  our  necessitated  ;   such   with  him  530 

Finds  no  acceptance,  nor  can  find :  for  how 
Can  hearts,  not  free,  be  try 'd  whether  they  serve 
Willing  or  no,  who  will,  but  what  they  must 
By  destiny,  and   can  no  other  choose  ? 
Myself  and  all  the  Angelic  host,  that  stand  535 

In  sight  of  Grod  enthroned,  our  happy  state 
Hold,  as  you  yours,  while  our  obedience  holds 
On  other  surety  none;    freely  we  serve. 
Because  we  frady  love,   as  in   our   will 
To  love  or  not ;  in  this  we  stand  or  fall :  540 

And  some  are  fallen,  to  disobedience  fallen, 
And  so  from  Heaven  to  deepest  Hell.    O  fall. 
From  what  high  state  of  bliss,  into  what  woe  I'' 

To  whom  our  great  progenitor.     "  Thy  words 
Attentive,  and  with  more  delighted  ear,  545 

Divine  instructor,  I  have  heard,  than  when 
Cherubic  songs,  by  night  from  neighbouring  hills. 
Aerial  music   send :   nor  knew  I    not 
To  be  both   will  and  deed  created  free; 
Yet,  that  we  never  shall  forget  to  love  550 

Our  Maker,  and  obey  him,  whose  command 
Single  is  yet  so  just,  my  constant  thoughts 
Assured  me,  &  still  assure  :  though  what  thou  tell'st 
Hath  pass'd  in  Heaven,  some  doubt  within  me  move, 
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But   more  desire  to  licar,  if  thou   i 

1  be  full  relation,  which  must  needs  be  strange, 

Worthy   of  sacred  uleiice  to   be  heard ; 

liA  we  have  yet  large  duy.  Tor  scarce  the  gun 
Hall)  finiih'dhiilfhia  journey,  and  scarce  b^ina 
Hia  otliM  half,  iu  the  great  lOne  of  Heaven  " 
Thus  Adum  made  request ;   and    Haphael, 
i^llcT  short   pause,  assenting-,  thus  beg-an. 

"  High  matter  thou  enjoin'st  me,  O  priitie  of  men, 
£a(l  task  and  hard  ;  for  bow  shall  1  relate, 
human    sense,   the  invisible   exploits 
Of  warring  spirits  ?  how,  without  remorse, 
Tlhc  ruin  of  so  many,  glorious  once. 
And  perfect  while  they  stood  !  how  last  unfold 
The  secrets  of  another  world,  perhaps 
Nut  lawful  to  reveal  ?  yet  for  thy  good 
This  is  dispeiis'd ;  and  what  surmounts  the  reach 
Ol'  human   sense,   1   shall  delineate   so, 
Bj  likening  spiritual  to  corporeal  forms, 
As  may  express  lliem  best ;  though,  what  if  Eartli 
Be  but  the  shaduui  of  Henven,  and  things  therein. 
Each  to  otlier  like,  more  than  on  earlli  is  ihouglit  ? 
"  As  yet  this  world  was  not ;  and  Cliaos  wild 
Rcogn'd  wheie  these  Heavens  now  roll,  where  Earth  m 
Upon  lier  centre  pob'd  ;  when  on  a  day.  [tests. 

For  time,  though  iu  eternity,  applied 
To  motion,  measures  all  things  durable 
By  present,  past,  and  future  ;  on  such  day. 
As  Heaven's  great  year  brings  forth,  tlie  empyreal  host 
or  angels,  by  imperial  summons  call'd. 
Innumerable,  before  the  Almighty's  throne, 
Porthwiih  from  all  the  ends  of  Heaven  appear'd, 
Onder  their  hierarchs,  in  order  bright ; 
Ten  thousand  thousand  ensigns  high  advanced, 
Standards  and  gonlalons,  'twixt  van  and  rear, 
Stream  in  the  air,  and  for  distinction  serve 
Of  hierarchies,  of  orders,   and  degrees ; 
^,  in  their  glittering  tissues,  bear  imblazed 
Boly   memorials,    acts   of  zeal  and   love 
Itccorded  emincnL     Thus,  when    in  orbs 
Df  circuit   ineicpressiUe   they   stood, 
Dtb   within   orb,   the   Father   intinite, 

y  whom,  in  bliss  iml)osom'd,  sat  the  Bon, 
s  from  a  flaming  mount,  whose  top 
Brightness  hud  made  invisible,  thus  snake. 
"  '  Hear  all  ye  Angels,  progeny  of  iiglii, 
Riroiiea,  dumiuations,  prince^ms,  viitues,  powei*. 
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Hear  my  decree,  which  unrevoked  shall  stand 

This  day  I  have  b^ot  whom  I  declare 

My  only   Son^  and  on   this  holy  hill 

Him  have  anointed,  whom  ye  now  behold  gQg 

At  my  right  hand ;  your  Head  I  him  appoint ; 

And  by  myself  have  sworn,  to  him  shall  bow 

All  knees  m  Heaven,  and  shall  confess  him  Lord : 

Under   his  great  vicegerent-reien   abide 

United,  as  one  individual   soul,  ({10 

For  ever  happy  :  him  who  disobeys, 

Me  disol)eys,  breaks  union^  and  that  day, 

Cast  out  from  God  and  blessed  vision,  falls 

Into  utter  darkness,  deep  ingulfd,  his  place 

Ordain'd,  without  redemption,  without  end."  61.5 

''  So  spake  the  Omnipotent,  and  with  his  words 
All  seem*d  well  pleased ;  all  seem'd,  but  were  not  all. 
That  day,  as  other  solemn  days,  they  spent 
In  song  and  dance,  about  the  sacred  hill ; 
Mystical  dance,  which  yonder  starry  sphere  690 

Of  planets  and  of  fix'd,  in  all  her  wheels, 
Resembles   nearest,  mazes  intricate, 
Eccentric,   intervolved,   yet  regular, 
Then  most,  when  most  irregular  they  seem; 
And,   in  their  motions,  harmony   divine  625 

So  smoothes  her  charming  tones,  that  God's  own  ear 
Listens  delighted.     Evening  now  approach'd. 
For  we  have  also  our  evening  and  our  mom ; 
We  ours,  for  change  delectable,  not  need; 
Forthwith,  from  dance  to  sweet  repast  they  turn  q^q 

Desirous ;    all  in  circles   as  they  stooa. 
Tables  are  set,  and  on  a  sudden  piled. 
With  angels'  food  ;  and  rubied  nectar  flows 
In  pearl,  in  diamond,  and   massy  gold. 
Fruit  of  delicious  vines,  the  growth  of  Heaven.  635 

On  flowers  reposed,  and  with  fresh  flowrcts  crown 'd 
They  eat,  they  drink,  and,  in  communion  sweet, 
Quaff  immortality   and  joy,   secure 
Of  surfeit,  where  full  measure  only  bounds 
Excess,  before  the  all-bounteous  Kmg,  who  shower'd        640 
With  copious  hand,  rejoicing  in  their  joy. 
Now  when  ambrosial  night,  with  clouds  exhaled 
From  that  high  mount  of  God,  whence  light  &  shade 
Spring  both,  the  face  of  brightest  Heaven  had  chang'd 
To  grateful  twilight ;  for  night  comes  not  there  645 

In  darker  veil;  and  roseate  dews  disposed 
All  but  the  unsleeping  eyes  of  God  to  rest; 
Wide   over  all  the  plain,  and  wider  far 


n  all  thisiglobose  earth,  in  plain  outspread, 

inch  are  the  courU  of  God,  tlie  angelic  throng,  65U 

Dispened  in  bands  and  files,  their  attop  extend 

/  living  streams,  among-  the  trees  of  life. 

Pavilions  namberleBfi,  and  sudden    rear'd 

^lestJal    tabernacles,    wiiere  they  slept 
FuiD*d  whh  cool  winds;    save  those,  who  in  tlieir  courw. 
Melodious  hymns  about  the  sovereign  throne 

iltemBte,  all  night  long.  But  not  so  waked 
Satan,  so  call  him  now.  his  I'ormei  name 
]■  heard  no  more  in  Heaven  ;  he,  of  the  first, 

I'  not  the  first  arch-angel,  great  in  power,  660 

a  lavonr  and    pre-eminence,   yet   fraught 

Vith  envy  a^nst  the  Son  of  God,  that  day 

ionour'd  by  his  great  Father,  and  proclaini'd 
'Messiah,    King   anointed,    could    not   be>ir, 
Through  pride,  that  sight,  and  thought  himself  impaird. 
Deep  malice  thence  conceiving,  and  disdnin, 
}<X>n  aa  midnight  brought  on  tlie  dusky  hour, 
j'riendliest  to  steep  and  silence,  he  resolv'd. 
With  all  his  legions,  to  dislodge,  and  leave 
Cnworshipp'd,  unobey'd,  the  throne  supreme,  670 

!Contemptuous :  and    his   next  subordinate 
&iTBkening,   thus   to   him  in  secret  spake. 

"  '  Sleep 'st  thou,  companion  dear,  what  steep  can  eli'^r 
Thy  eye-lids  ?  and  remember  "si  what  decree 
Of  yesterday,  so  late   huth   pass'd   the  lips  qj$ 

to.  Heaven's  Almighty  ?     Tliou  to  mc  thy  thonghts 

Vaat  wont,  !  mine  to  thee  was  wont  to  impart; 

toth  waking  we  were  one ;  how  ihen  can  now 
Tliy  sleep  dissent  ?  New  laws  ihon  seesi  impos'd  ; 
New  laws  from  him  who  reigns,  new  minds  may  raise      680 
In  Ds  wtio  serve :    new  counsels,  to  debate 
A^at  doubtful  may  ensue ;  more  in  this  place 
To   otter    is   not  safe.     Assemble  thou. 
Of  all  those  myriads  which  we  lead,  tlie  chief; 
T«ll  them,  that  by  command,  ere  yet  dim  night  C65 

>Her  shadowy  cloud  withdraws,  1  am  to  haste, 
lAnd  all   who  under  me  their  banners  wave, 
Homeward,  with  flying  march,  whei«  we  possets 
The  quarters  of  the  north;  there  to  prepare 
Tit  ent«rUitunent,   to   receive  our   King,  69U 

The  great  Messiah,  and  his  new  commands; 

Vlio  speedily,  through  all  the  hierarchies. 
Inlands  to  pass  triumphnni,  and  give  laws.' 

"  So  spnke  the  false  arch-angel,  and  infused 
iBad   influence    into  «he   unwary   breast  ^S'l 
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Of  his  associate:  lie   together  calls, 

Or  several  one  by  one,  the  regent  powers. 

Under  him  regent ;,  tells,  as  he  was  taught. 

That  the  Most  High,  commanding,  now  ere  night. 

Now  ere  dim  night  had  disincumber'd  Heaven,  700 

The  great  hierarchal  standard  was  to  move; 

Tells  the  suggested  cause,  and  casts  between 

Ambiguous  words  and  jealousies,  to  sound 

Or  taint  integrity:   but   all  obey'd 

The  wonted  signal,  and  superior  voice  705 

Of  their  great  potentate ;  for  great  indeed 

His  name,  and  high  was  his  degree  in  Heaven  : 

His  countenance,  as  the  morning  star  that  guides 

The  starry  flock,  allured  them,  and  with  lies 

Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  Heaven's  host.  710 

Meanwhile  the  eternal  eye,  whose  sight  discerns 

Abstrusest  thoughts,  from  forth  his  holy  mount. 

And  from  within  the  golden  lamps,  that  burn 

Nightly  before  him,  saw,  without  their  light, 

Rebellion  rising,  saw  in  whom,  how  spread  715 

Among  the  sons  of  morn,  what  multitudes 

Were   banded   to   oppose  his  high  decree; 

And,   smiling,   to  his  only  Son  thus  said : 

'*  *  Son,  thou  in  whom  my  glory  I  behold 
In  full  resplendence,  heir  of  all  my  might,  720 

Nearly  it  now  concerns  us  to  be  sure 
Of  our  omnipotence,  and,  with  what  arms 
We  mean  to  hold,  what  anciently  we  claim 
Of  deity   or   empire ;    such   a   foe 

Is  rising,  who  intends  to  erect  his  throne  725 

Equal  to  ours,  throughout  the  spacious  north ; 
Nor  so  content,  hath  in  his  thought  to  try, 
In   battle,  what  our  power  is,  or  our  right. 
Let  us   advise,   and  to   this  hazard   draw 
With  speed  what  force  is  left,  and  all  employ  730 

In   our  defence,   lest   unawares   we   lose 
This  our  high  place,  our  sanctuary,  our  hill.' 

**  To  whom  the  Son,  with  calm  aspect  and  clear, 
Lightning  divine,   ineffable,   serene, 
Made  answer.     *  Mighty  Father,  thou  thy  foes  735 

Justly  hast   in   derision,   and,   secure, 
Laugh *st  at  their  vain  designs,  and  tumults  vam 
Matter  to  me  of  glory,   whom  their  hate 
Illustrates ;  when  they  see  all  regal  power 
Given  me,  to  quell  their  pride,  and  m  event  740 

Know,  whether  I  be  dextrous   to  subdue 
Thy  rebels,  or  be  found  the  worst  in  Heaven. 
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**  So  spake  the  Son ;  but  Satan  with  his  powers 
Far  was  advanced,  on  winged  speed,  an  host 
Innumerable^  as  the  stars  of  night,  745 

Or  stars  of  morning,  dew-drops,  which  the  sun 
Impearls  on  every  leaf,  and  every  flower. 
Regions  they  pass'd,  the  mighty  r^encies 
Of  seraphim,  and  potentates,  and  uirones, 
In  their  triple  degrees;  regions  to  which  750 

All  thy  dominion,   Adam,  is   no   more 
Than  what  this  garden  is  to  all  the  earth. 
And  all  the  sea,  from  one  entire  globose 
Stretcfa'd  into  longitude ;  which  having  pass'd. 
At  length,  into  the   limits  of  the  north  755 

Thev  came;  and* Satan  to  his  royal  seat 
H^  on  a  hill,  iai  blazing,  as    a  mount 
Raised  on  a  mount,  with  pyramids  and  towers, 
From  diamond  quarries  hewn,  and  rocks  of  gold; 
The  palace  of  great  Lucifer,   so  call  760 

That  structure,   in   the  dialect  of  men 
Interpreted,  which  not  long  after,  he. 
Affecting  all  equality  with  God, 
In   imitation  of  that  mount,   whereon 
Messiah  was  declar*d,  in  sight  of  Heaven,  765 

The  mountain  of  the  congre^tion  call'd ; 
For  thither  he  assembled  sol  his  train, 
Pretending,   so  commanded,  to  consult 
About  the  great  reception   of  their  King, 
Thither  to  come ;  and,  with  calumnious  art  770 

Of  counterfeited  truth,  thus  held  their  ears. 

'*' Thrones,   dominations,  princedoms,  virtues,  powers. 
If  these  magnificent  titles  yet  remain 
Not  merely  titular;  since,  by  decree. 
Another  now  hath  to  himself  engross'd  775 

All  power,  and  us  eclipsed,  und^  the  name 
Of  King  anointed ;  for  whom  all  this  haste 
Of  midnight  march,  and  hurried  meeting  here, 
This  only  to  consult,  how  we  may  b^t, 
With  what  may  be  devis'd  of  honours  new,  780 

Receive  him,  coming  to  receive  from  us 
Knee-tribute,  yet  unpaid,  prostration  vile, 
Too  much  to  one,  but  double  how  endur'd. 
To  one,  and  to  his  image  now  proclaim'd  ? 
But  what  if  better  counsels  might  erect  7S5 

Our  minds,  and  teach  us  to  cast  off  this  yoke  ? 
WiU  ye  submit  your  necks,  and  choose  to  bend 
The  souple  knee  ?  ye  will  not,  if  I  trust 
To  know  ye  right ;  or  if  ye  know  yourselves 
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Natives  and  sons  of  Heaven,  possessed  before  790 

By  none,   and  if  not  equal  all,  yet  free* 

Equally  free;    for  orders  and  degrees 

Jar  no:  with  liberty,  but  well  consist* 

Who  can  in  reason  then  or  right  assume 

Monarchy  over  such  as  live  by   right  79ft 

His  equals?  if  in  power  and  splendour  less, 

In  freedom  equal :  or  can  introduce 

Law  and  edict  on  us,  who  without  law 

Err  not  ?  much  less  for  this  to  be  our  Lord, 

And   look  for  adoration,   to  the  abuse  POO 

Of  those  imperial  titles*  which  assert 

Our  being  ordain'd  to  govern,  not  to  serve/ 

'^  Thus  far  his  bold  discourse,  without  control. 
Had  audience,  when  among  the  seraphim 
Abdiel,  than  whom  none  with  more  zeal  adored  805 

The  Deity,  and  divine  commands  obey'd, 
Stood  up ;  and,  in  a  flame  of  zeal  severe, 
The  current  of  his  fury  thus  oppos'd. 

**  *  O  argument  blasphemous,  ftilse,  and  proud  I 
Words,  which  no  ear  ever  to  hear  in  Heaven  810 

Expected ;  least  of  all  from   thee,   ingrate, 
In   place,  thyself  so  high  above  thy  peers. 
Canst  thou,  with  impious  obloquy,  condemn 
The  just  decree  of  God,  pronounced  and  sworn, 
That  to  his  only  Son,   by  right  endued  8I5 

With  regal  sceptre,  every  soul  in  Heaven 
Shall  bend  the  knee,  and  in  that  honour  due, 
Confess  him  rightful  King  ?  Unjust  thou  say'st. 
Flatly  unjust,   to  bind  with  laws  the  free. 
And   equal  over  equals  to  let  reign,  820 

One  over  all,  with  unsucceeded  power. 
Shalt  thou  give  law  to  Qod  ?  shalt  thou  dispute 
With  him  the  points  of  liberty,  who   made 
Thee  what  thou  art,  &  form'd  the  powers  of  Heaven 
Such  as  he  pleased,  and  circumscrib'd  their  being?         825 
Yet  by  experience  laught,  we  know  how  good. 
And  of  our  good,   and   of  our  dignity,  , 

How  provident  he  is  ;  how  far  from  thought  / 

To  make   us  less,   bent  rather   to  exalt 
Our  happy  state,  under  one  head  more  near  830 

United.     But  to  grant  it  thee  unjust, 
That   equal   over  equals   monarch   reign : 
Thyself,  though  great  &  glorious,  dost  thou  count. 
Or  all  angelic   nature  join*d  in   one. 
Equal  to  him  begotten  Son  ?  by  whom,  885 

A 9  by  his  word,  the  mi&:hty  Father  made 
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All  things,  even  thee;  &  all  the  spirits  of  He«ven, 

By  him  created  in   their  bright  degrees, 

Crown'd  them  with  giory.  Si  to  their  glory  nam*d 

Thrones,  dominations,  princedoms,  virtues,  powers,  540 

Essential  powers ;  nor  by  his  reign  obscured, 

But  more  illustrious  made ;  since  he  the  head 

One  of  our  number,  thus  reduced  becomes; 

His  laws  our  laws;  all  honour  to  him  done 

Returns  our  own.  Cease  then  this  impious  rage,  345 

And  tempt  not  these;  but  hasten  to  appease 

The  incens'd  Father,  and  the  incensed  Son, 

While  pardon  may  be  found,  in  time  besought.' 

**  So  spake  the  fervent  angel ;  but  his  ^al 
None  seconded,  as  out  of  season  judged,  S50 

Or  singular  and  rash;  whereat,  rejoiced 
Tlie  Apostate,  and  more  haughty  thus  replied. 
*  That  we  were  form'd  then,  sayst  thou  ?  &  the  work 
Of  secondary  hands,  by  task  transferred 
From  Father  to  his  Son?  Strange  point  and  new!      655 
Doctrine  whidh  we  would  know  whence  leam'd  :  who  saw 
When  this  creation  was?  remember'st  thou 
Thy  making,  while  the  Maker  gave  thee  being  ? 
We  know  no  time  when  we  were  not  as  now ; 
Know  none  before  Us,  self-begot,  self-raised  860 

By  our  own  quickening  power;  when  fatal  course 
Had  circled  his  full  orb,  the  birth  mature 
Of  this  our  native  Heaven,   ethereal  sons. 
Our  puissance  is  our  own ;  our  own  right  hand 
Shad  teach  us  highest  deeds,  by  proof  to  try  865 

Who  is  our  equid :  then  thou  shalt  behold. 
Whether  by  supplication  we  intend 
Address,  and  to  begird  the  Almighty  throne 
Beseeching,  or  b^eging.    This  report, 
These  tidings  carry  to  the  anointed  King;  870 

And  fly,  ere  evil  intercept  thy   flight.' 

^*  He  said,  and,  as  the  sound  of  waters  deep. 
Hoarse  murmur  echoed  to  his  words  applause. 
Through  the  infinite  host;  nor  less  for  that, 
The  flaming  seraph,  fearless,  though  alone,  875 

Encompassed  round  with  foes,  thus  answer'd  bold 

"  '  O  aUenate  from  God,  O  spirit  accursed. 
Forsaken   of  all  good ;    I  see  thy  fall 
Determined,  and  thy  hapless  crew  involved 
In  this  perfidious  fraud,  contagion  spread,  880 

Both  of  thy  crime  and  punishment :  henceforth. 
No  more  be  troubled  how  to  quit  the  yoke 
Of  God's  Messiah ;  those  indulgent  laws 
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Will  not  be  now  voochsafed :   other  decreet 

Against  thee  are  gone  forth,  without  recall;  885 

That  golden  sceptre,  which  thou  didst  reject, 

Is  now  an  iron  rod,  to  bruise  and  break 

Thy  disobedience.     Well  thou  didst  advise. 

Yet,  not  for  thy  advice,  or  threats,  I  fly 

These  wicked  tents  devoted,  lest  the  wrath  890 

Impendent,  raging  into  sudden  flame, 

Distinguish  not :  for  soon  expect  to  feel 

His  thunder  on  thy  head,  devouring  fire. 

Then,  who  created  thee  lamenting  learn, 

When,  who  can  uncreate  thee,  thou  shalt  know.*  895 

"  So  spake  the  seraph  Abdiel,  faithful  found, 
Among  the   faithless,   faithful  only  he; 
Among  innumerable  false,   unmoved. 
Unshaken,   unseduced,   unttirrified, 

His  loyalty  he  kept,  his  love,  his  zeal ;  900 

Nor  number,  nor  example  with  him  wrought, 
To  swerve  from  truth,  or  change  his  constant  mind, 
Though  single.   From  amidst  them  forth  he  pass'd. 
Long  way  through  hostile  scorn,  which  he  sustained 
Superior,  nor  of  violence   fear*d   aught :  905 

And,  with  retorted  scorn,  his  back  he  turned 
On  those  proud  tow'rs,  to  swift  destruction  doom'd  " 
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BOOK  m 


THE   ARGUMENT 


Raphael  continaea  to  relate  how  Michael  and  Oabrlel  were  aentflnih 
to  battle  against  Satan  and  hia  angels.  The  first  fight  daMffbcd. 
Satan  and  bis  powers  retire  under  night.  He  oalla  a  connci!,  la* 
Tents  derillab  engines,  which  in  the  second  day's  flg^t  put  MidMcl 
and  his  angels  to  some  disorder;  bat  they  at  length.  paUlng  «p 
moontalns,  oTerwhelmed  both  the  force  and  machlnea  of  Sataa. 
Yet  the  tumult  not  so  ending,  God,  on  the  third  day  sends  Mes- 
siah, his  son,  for  whom  he  had  reserved  the  glory  of  that  yietory: 
He,  in  the  power  of  bis  Father,  coming  to  the  plsce,  and  caosliif 
all  his  legions  to  stand  still  on  either  side,  with  his  chariot  and 
thunder  driving  into  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  pursues  them,  on- 
able  to  resist,  towards  the  wall  of  Heaven  j  iR^di,  opening,  they 
leap  down  with  horror  and  confoslon  into  the  place  of  punlahmeat 
prepared  for  them  in  the  deep.  Messiah  returns  with  triumph  to 
his  Father. 
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BOOK  VI. 

^  All  night  the  dreadless  AngeU  unpursued, 
Through  Heaven's  wide  champaign  held  his  way ;  till  inorn. 
Waked  by  the  circling  hours,  with  rosy  hand, 
Unbarr'd  the  gates;  of  light.    There  is  a  cave. 
Within  the  mount  of  God,  fast  by  his  throne,  5 

Where  light  and  darkness,  in  perpetual  round. 
Lodge  and  dislodge  hj  turns,  which  makes  through  Heaven 
Grateful  vicissitude,  hke  day  and  night : 
Light  issues  forth,   and,  at  the  other  door, 
Obsequious  darkness  enters,  till  her  hour  10 

To  veil  the  Heaven ;  thoueh  darkness  there  might  well 
Seem  twilight  here.    And  now  went  forth  the  morn , 
Such  as  in  highest  Heaven  array*d  in  gold 
Empyreal ;  from  before  her  vanished  night, 
Shot  through  with  orient  beams ;  when  all  the  plain,  lo 

Cover'd  with  thick  embattled  squadrons  bright. 
Chariots  and  flaming  anns,  and  fierv  steeds. 
Reflecting  blaze  on  blaze,  first  met  his  view. 
War  he  perceived,  war  in  procinct,  and  found 
Already  known,  what  he  for  news  had  thought  20 

To  have  reported:    gladly  then  he  mix'd 
Among  those  friendly  pow'rs,  who  him  recenr'd 
With  joy  and  acclamations  loud,  that  one. 
That  of  80  many  myriads  falFn,  yet  one 
Returned  not  lost.     On  to   the   sacred   hill  25 

They  led  him  high  applauded,  and  present 
Before  the  seat  supreme ;  from  whence  a  voice 
From  midst  a  golaen  cloud;,  thus  mild  was  heard. 

'*  *  Servant  of  God,  well  done,  well  hast  thou  fought 
The  better  fight,  who  jingle  hast  mamtatn'd,  30 

Against  revolted  multitudes,  the  cause 
Of  truth,  in  word  mightier  than  they  in  arms ; 
And  for  the  testimony  of  truth  hast  borne 
Universal  reproach,  far  worse  to  bear 
Than  violence;  for  this  was  all  thy  care,  35 

To  stand  approved  in  sight  of  God,  though  worlds 

K2 
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Judged  tliee  pei verse :  the  easier  conquest  now 

Remains  thee,  aided  by  this  host  of  friends, 

Baok  on   thy  foes  more  glorious  to  return; 

Than  scom'd  thou  didst  depart,  and  to  subdue  40 

By  force,  who  reason  for  their  law  refuse ; 

Right  reason  for  their  law,  and  for  their  king, 

Messiah,   who  by   right  of  merit  reigns. 

Go,   Michael,,  of  celestial   armies   prince. 

And   thou,   in  military   prowess  next,  45 

Gabriel,  lead  forth  to  battle  these  my  sons 

Invincible,   lead   forth   thy   armed   samts, 

By  thousands  and  by  millions  ranged  for  fight ; 

Equal   in  number  to  that  godless  crew 

Rebellious;  them  with  fire  and  hostile  arms  oO 

Fearless  assault,  and,  to  the  brow  of  Heaven 

Pursuing,  drive  them  out  from  God  and  bliss, 

Into  their   place   of  punishment,  the  gulf 

Of  Tartarus;    which  ready  opens  wide 

His  fiery   Chaos,   to  receive  their  fall.'  ^^ 

'*  So  spake  the  sovereign  voice ;  &  clouds  began 
To  darken   all  the  hill,  and  smoke   to  rou 
In  dusky  wreaths,  reluctant  flames,  the  Mgn 
Of  wrath  awaked ;  nor  with  less  dread  the  loud 
Ethereal   trumpet  from   on   high   *gan  blow :  60 

At  which   command  the  powers  militant. 
That  stood  for  Heaven,  in  mighty  quadrate  join'd 
Of  union   irresistible,    mov*d   on 
In  silence  their  bright  legions,  to  the  sound 
Of  instrumental   harmony,   that  breath'd  66 

Heroic   ardour   to  adventurous  deeds. 
Under   their  God-like  leaders,   in  the  cause 
Of  God   and  his   Messiah.     On  they  move, 
Indissolubly   firm ;    nor   obvious   hill. 
Nor  straitening  vale,  nor  wood,  nor  stream  divides  70 

Their  perfect  ranks  ;  for  high  above  the  ground 
Their  march  was,  and  the  passive  air  upbore 
Their  nimble  tread :  as  when  the  total  kind 
Of  birds,  in   orderly   array  on  wing. 
Came   summoned   over  Eden,   to   receive  75 

Their  names  of  thee :   so  over  many  a  tract 
Of  Heaven  they  march'd,  and  many  a  province  wide. 
Tenfold  the  length  of  this  terrene :  at  last, 
Far  in   the   horizon,  to   the   north,   appear'd 
From  skirt  to  skirt  a  fiery  region,  stretch'd  ^ 

In  battailous   aspect,   and,  nearer  view. 
Bristled  with  upright  beams   innumerable 
Of  rigid  spears,  and  helmets  thronged,  and  shields 


Various,    with   boutfVil    nrgumcnt   porlray'd, 
Tlie   banded    pow'rs   of  Satan    basting   on 
With  furious  expedition;  for  thej   ween'd 
'Titat  self-Bame  day,  by  figbt,  or  bv  surprise. 
To  win  the  moiinl  of  God.  aud  on  Ins  throne 
To   set  the  envier   of  his  state,  the  proud 
Aspirer:  but  their  thoughts  proved  fond  and  rain, 
In  the  midway ;  though  strange  to  us  it  seeni'd 
At  first,  that  angel   should  with  angel  war, 
And  in  fierce  hosting  meet,  who  wont  to  meet 
80  oft   in    festivals  of  joy    and    love 
Unanimous,   as   sons  of  one  grent  Sire, 
Hymning  the  eternal  Father,     But  the  shout 
or  battle  now    began,    and    rushing  sound 
Of  onset  entlecl  soon  each  milder  thought. 
High  in  the   midst,    exalted    as    a   god, 
The   apostate   in  his  sun-bright  chariot  sit, 
ildol  of  majesty    divine,   enclos'd 
^Viih  flaming   cherubim,   and    golden  shields: 
rben  lighted  (rom  his  gorgeous  throne,  for  now, 
Twixl  host  and  host  but  narrow  space  was  left, 
A   dreadful  interval,   and   front  to   from 
Prepented  stood,  in  terrible   array 
Of  hideous  length.     Before  the  cloudy  van. 
On  tile  rough  edge  of  battle,  ereitjoin'd, 
Siitan,  with  vast  and  haughty  strides  advanced, 
Came  towering,  arm'd  in  adamant  and  gold  : 
Abdiel  tliat  si^ht  endured  not,  where  he  stood 
Among  the  mightiest,  bent  on  highest  deeds. 
And  thus  his  own  undaunted  heurl  explores: 

"0  Heaven!  that  such  resemblunceoftlie  Highest 
Should  yet  remain,  where  fnith  and  realty 

Kemainnot:  wherefore  should  nntslrength  and  might 
^^  liere  fail,  where  virtue  fntls,  or  weakest  prove. 
Where  boldest,  though  to  sight  unconquerable? 
His  puissance,  trusting  in  the  Almighty's  aid, 
1    mean   to   try,   whose    reason    I   have  tried, 

Bnsound  and  tube  :  nor  is  it  ought  but  just, 
lat  he,  who  in  debate  of  truth  hath  won, 
Ibould  win  in  arms,  in  both  disputes  ahke 
Victor;  though  brutish  that  contest  and  foul, 
'Vlien  reason  hath  to  deal  with  force,  yet  so 
1   reason    h.    thm    n;i«oii    overcome  ' 


134  PARAUlSe    LOST. 

'"  Proud.artthoumet?  thy  hope  was  loliaveresch'd 
The  height  of  thy    aspiring-,  unopposed. 
The  throne  of  God  unguardetl,  and  his  lide 
Abandon 'd,   at  the   lerror  of  thy    power 
Or  potent  tongue  :  fooi,  not  to  think  hon  vain 
A^insl  the  Omnipotent   to  riae   in   arms  I 
Who  out  of  smallest  things,  could  without  end 
Have  raised   incessant   armies   to  defeat 
Thy   folly ;  or   with   solitary   hand, 
Reaching  beyond  all  liniit,  at  one  blow, 
Unaided,  couid  have  finish'd  lliee,  and  whelm'd 
Thy  legions  under  darkness ;  but  thou  seest 
All  are  not  of  thy  train  :  there  be  who  faith 
Prefer,   and    piety   to  God,  though  then 
To   thee  not   visible,  when   I   alone 
Seeu'd  in  thy  world  erroneous  to  dissent 
From  all :  my  sect  thou  seest ;  now  learn,  too  bte. 
How  few  sometimes  may  know,  when  thousands  err.' 

"  Whom  the  grand  foe,  with  acomfid  eye  askance. 
Thus  answered.     '  111  for  thee,  but  in  wish'd  hour 
Of  my  revenge,  first  sought  for,  thou  relurn'st 
From   flight,   seditious   angel,   to   receive 
Thy    merited  reward,   the   first  essay 
Of  this  right  hand,  provoked,  since  first  that  tongue. 
Inspired    with    contradiction,   durst   oppose 
A  third  part  of  the   Gods,  in   synod   met. 
Their  deities  to  assert,  who,  while  they  feel 
Vigour  divine  within   them,    can   allow 
Omnipotence  to  none.     But  well  thou  com'st 
Before  thy   fellows,   ambitious   to    win 
From  me  some  plume,  that  thy  success  may  show 
Destruction  to  the  rest:  this  pause  between 
Ilnanswer'd  lest  thou  boast,  to  let  thee  know  ; 
At  first  I  thought  that  hberty  and  Heaven 
To  heavenly  souls,  had  been  all  one ;  but  now 
I  see,  that  most  through  sloth  had  rather  serve 
Ministering  spirits,  trained  up  in  feast  and  song 
Such  hast  thou  arm'd,  the  minstrelsy  of  Heaven, 
Servility    with   freedom  to   contend. 
As  both  their  deeds  compar'd  this  day  shall  prove.' 

"  To  whom  in  brief  thus  Abdiel  stern  replied. 
*  Apostate,  still  thou  err'st ;  nor  end  wilt  find 
Of  erring,  from  the  path  of  truth  remote  : 
Unjustly  thou  depraveat  it  with  the   name 
Of  servitude,  to  serve  whom  God  ordains. 
Or  nature;  God  and   nature  bid  the  same. 
When  he  who  rules  is  worthiest,  and  exceU 
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Tbem  whom  he  governs.     This  is  servitude, 

To  serve  the  unwise,  or  him  who  hath  rebell'd 

Against  his  worthier,  as  thine  now  serve  thee,  1  gQ 

Thyself  not  free,  but  to  thyself  enthrall'd ; 

Yet  lewdly  darest  our  ministering  upbraid. 

Reign  thou  in  Hell,  thy  kingdom  ;  let  me  serve 

In  Hea¥en»  Grod  ever  blest,  and  his  divine 

Behests  obey,  worthiest  to  be  obey'd:  185 

Yet  chains  in  Hell,  not  realms,  expect ;  meanwhile, 

From  me  retum*d,  as  erst  thou  saidst,  from  flight, 

This  greeting  on  thy  impious  crest  receive/ 

**  So  saying,  a  noble  stroke  he  lifted  high, 
Which  hung  not,  but  so  swift  with  tempest  fell,  190 

On  the  proud  crest  of  Satan,  that  no  sight, 
Nor  motion  of  quick  thought,  less  could  his  shield 
Such  ruin  intercept :   ten  paces  huge 
He  back  recoil'd ;  the  tenth,  on  bended  knee. 
His  massy  spear  up-stay'd;  as  if  on  earth  195 

Winds  under  ground,  or  waters  forcing  way 
Sidelong,  had  push'd  a  mountain  from  his  seat. 
Half  sunk  with  all  his  pines.     Amazement  seiz'd 
The  rebel  thrones,  but  greater  rage,  to  see 
Thus  foird  their  mightiest :  ours  joy  filled,  and  shout,       200 
Presage  of  victory,  and  fierce  desire 
Of  battle:  whereat,   Michael  bid   sound 
The  archangel  trumpet ;  through  the  vast  of  Heaven 
It  sounded,  and  the  faithful  armies  rung 
Hosannah  to  the  Highest :  nor  stood  at  gaze  205 

The  adverse  legions,  nor  less  hideous  join'd 
The  horrid  shock.     Now  storming  fury  rose. 
And  clamour,  such  as  heard  in  Heaven  till  now 
Was  never ;  arms,  on  armour  clashing,  bray'd 
Horrible  discord,  and  the  madding  wheels  210 

Of  brazen  chariots  rag'd ;  dire  was  the  noise 
Of  conflict;  overhead,  the  dismal  hiss 
Of  fiery  darts  in  flaming  voliies  flew. 
And  flying,  vaulted  either  host  with  fire. 
So  under  fiery  cope  together,  rush*d  215 

Both  battles  main,  with  ruinous  assault. 
And  inextinguishable  rage;   all  Heaven 
Resounded,  and  had  earth  been  then,  all  earth 
Had  to  her  centre  shook.     What  wonder  ?  when 
Millions  of  fierce  encountering  angeb  fought  220 

On  either  side,  the  least  of  whom  could  wield 
These  elements,  and  arm  him  with  the  force 
Of  all  their  regions  :  how  much  more  of  power, 
Army  against  army  numberless,  to  raise 
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Dreadful  combustion   warring,  and  disturb,  225 

Though  not  destroy,  their  happy  native  seat ; 
Had  not  the  Eternal  King,  omnipotent. 
From  the  strong  hold  of  Heaven  high,  over-ruKd 
And  limited  their  might ;  though  number'd  such. 
As  each  divided  legion  might  have  seem'd,  230 

A  numerous  host ;  in  strength,  each  armed  hand 
A  legion;  led  in  fight,  yet  leader  seem'd, 
Each  warrior  single,  as  m  chief;    expert 
When  to  adyance,  or  stand,  or  turn  the  sway 
Of  battle;  open  when,  and  when  to  close  285 

The  ridges  of  grim  war ;  no  thought  of  flight, 
None  of  retreat,  no  unbecoming  deed 
That  argued  fear;    each  on  himself  rely*d 
As  only   in  his   arm  the  moment  lay 
Of  victory.     Deeds  of  eternal   fame  240 

Were  done,  but  infinite  ;  for  wide  was  spread 
That  war,  &  various ;  sometimes  on  firm  ground, 
A  standing  fight,  then  soaring  on  main  wing. 
Tormented  all  the  air ;  all  air  seem'd  then 
Ck>nflicting  fire:  long  time  in  even  scale  245 

The  battle  hung ;  till  Satan,  who  that  day 
Prodigious  power  had  shown,  and  met  in  arms 
No  equal,  ranging  through  the  dire  attack 
Of  fighting  seraphim  confus'd,  at  length 
Saw  where  the  sword  of  Michael  smote,  and  fell'd  250 

Squadrons  at  once ;  with  huge  two-hswaded  sway 
Brandish'd  aloft,  the  horrid  edge  came  down. 
Wide  wasting ;  such  destruction  to  withstand 
He  hasted,  and  oppos*d  the  rocky  orb 
Of  tenfold  adamant,  his  ample  shield,  255 

A  vast  circumference :  at  his  approach 
The  great  arch-angel,  from  his  warlike  toil 
Surceased,  and  glad,  as  hoping  here  to  end 
Intestine  war  in  Heaven,  the  arch-foe  subdu'd. 
Or  captive  dragged  in  chains,  with  hostile  frown,  260 

And  visage  all  inflam*d,  first  thus  began  : 
"  *  Author  of  evil,  unknown  till  thy  revolt, 
Unnam'd  in  Heaven,  now  plenteous,  as  thou  seest 
These   acts  of  hateful  strife,   hateful  to   all. 
Though  heaviest  by  just  measure  on  thyself,  265 

And  thy  adherents  ;  how  hast  thou  disturb*d 
Heaven's  blessed  peace,  and  into  nature  brought 
Misery,   uncreated  till  the   crime 
Of  thy   rebellion?  how  hast  thou   instilFd 
Thy  malice   into   thousands,   once   upright  270 

And  faithful,  now  prov'd  false  ?  But  think  not  here 
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To  trouble  holy  rest ;  Heaven  cans  thee  out 
From  all  her  confines.     Heaven,  the  seat  of  bliss. 
Brooks  not  the  works  of  violence  and  war. 
Hence  then»  and  evil  go  with  thee  along, 
Thy  ofipring,  to  the  place  of  evil,  Hell, 
"niou  and  thy  wicked  crew ;  there  mingle  broils. 
Ere  this  avenging  sword  begin  thy  doom. 
Or  some  more  sudden  vengeance  wing'd  from  God, 
Preci[Ntate  thee  with  augmented  pain.' 

**  So  spake  the  prince  of  angels ;  to  whom  thus 
The  adversary.    *  Nor  think  tliou,  with  wind 
Of  airy  threats,  to  awe  whom  yet  with  deeds 
Thou  canst  not.  Hast  thou  turn'd  the  least  of  these 
To  flight,  or  if  to  fiall,  but  that  they  rise 
Unvanquish'd,  easier  to  transact  with  me 
That  thou  shouldst  hope,  imperious,  Sc  with  threats 
To  chase  me  hence  ?  err  not,  that  so  shall  end 
The  strife,  which  thou  call'st  evil,  but  we  style 
The  strife  of  glory ;  which  we  mean  to  win. 
Or  turn  this  Heaven  itself  into  the  Hell 
Thou  fablest ;  here  however  to  dwell  free, 
If  not  to  reign  :  meanwhile  thy  utmost  force. 
And  join  him  named  Almighty  to  thy  aid, 
I  fly  not,  but  have  sought  thee  far  and  nigh.* 

''They  ended  parle,  and  both  address'd  for  fight 
Unspeakable ;  for  who,  though  with  the  tongue 
Of  angels,  can  relate,  or,  to  what  things 
Liken,  on  earth  conspicuous,  that  may  lift 
Human  imagination  to  such  highth 
Of  Grodlike  power?  for likest  Gods  they  seem*d. 
Stood  they  or  moved ;  in  stature,  motion,  arms. 
Fit  to  decide  the  empire  of  great  Heaven. 
Now  waved  their  fiery  swords,  and  in  the  air 
Made  horrid  circles ;  two  broad  suns  their  shields 
Blaz*d  opposite,  while  expectation  stood 
In  horror :  from  each  hand,  with  speed  retired, 
Where  erst  was  thickest  fight,  the  angelic  throng. 
And  left  large  field,  unsafe  within  the  wind 
Of  such  commotion  ;  such  as,  to  set  forth 
Great  things  by  small,  if  nature's  concord  broke. 
Among  the  constellations  war  were  sprung. 
Two  planets,  rushing  from  aspect  malign 
Of  fiercest  opposition,   in   mid-sky 
Should  combat,  &  their  jarring  spheres  confound. 
Together  both,  with  next  to  almighty  arm 
Uplifted  imminent,  one  stroke  they  aim'd» 
That  might  determine    and  not  need  repeat 
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Ak  not  of  power  at  once  ;  nor  odde  appear'*) 

In  might  or  swift  prevention  :  but  the  sword 

Of  Michael,  from  the  armoury  of  God, 

Was  given  him,  temper'd  so,  that  neither  been 

Nor  solid  might  resist  that  edee :  it  met 

Tlie  sword  of  Satan  wiUi  steep  force  to  smite 

Descending,  and  in  half  cut  sheer;  nor  stay 'd, 

Butnithswiflwheelreverse,  deep  entering,  shared. 

All  his  right  aide.  Then  Satan  iirst  knew  pain. 

And  writhed  him  to  and  fro  conTolved ;  so  sore 

The  grinding  sword,  with  discontinuous  wound, 

Pass'd  through  him  :  but  the  ethereal  substance  cloa'd 

Not  long  divisible  ;  and,  from  the  gash, 

A  stream  of  nectarous  humour  issuing  flow'd 

Sanguine,  such  as  celestial  spirits  may  bleed. 

And  all  liis  armour  stain'd,  ere  v^hile  so  bright. 

Forthwith  on  all  sides  to  his  aid  was  run 

By  angels  many  and  strong,  who  interposed 

Defence ;  while  others  bore  him  on  their  shields. 

Back  to  his  chariot,  where  it  stood  retired. 

From  off  the  files  of  war:  there  they  him  laid. 

Gnashing  for  anguish,  and  despite,  and  shame, 

To  find  himself  not  matchless,  and  his  pride 

Humbled    by  such   rebuke,    so    far   beneath 

Hia   confidence   to  equal   God    in   power. 

Yet  soon  he  heal'd ;  for  spirits,  that  hve  throughout 

Vital  in  every    part,  not   as  frail  man, 

In  entrails,  heart  or  head,  liver  or  reins. 

Cannot    but  by    annihilating  die ; 

Nor,  in  their  liquid  texture  mortal  wound 

Receive,  no  more  than  can  the  fluid  air : 

All  heart  they  live,  all  head,  all  eye,  all  ear. 

All  intellect,  all  sense  ;  and  as  they  please. 

They  limb  themselves,  aud  colour,  shape  or  size 

Assume,  as  likes  them  best,  condense  or  rare. 

"  Meanwhile,  in  other  parts,  like  deeds  deserv'd 
Memorial,  where  the  might  of  Gabriel  fought, 
And,  with  fierce  ensigns,  pierced  the  deep  array 
Of  Moloch,  furious  king;  who  him  defy'd. 
And  at  his  chariot-wheeis,  to  drag  him  bound 
Threaten'd,  nor  from  the  Holy  One  of  Heaven 
Refiain'd  hia  tongue  blasphemous  ;  but  anon, 
Down  cloven  to  the  waist,  with  shalter'd  arras. 
And  uncouth  pain,  fled  bellowing.  On  each  wing 
Uriel  and    Raphael,    his   vaunting  foe. 
Though  huge,  and  in  a  rock  of  diamond  arm'd 
Vanqu'ish'd,  Adramalech,  and  Asmadai; 


Two  poteol  ihroneB.  that  to  be  less  than  gods 
DiadBJa'd.but  meaoer  thoughts leam'd  io  (heir flight. 
Mangled  with  ghastly  wounds,  through  plate  and  mail. 
"Kor  «ood  UDmiodrul  Abdiel,   to  annoy 
The  atheist  crew ;  but  with  redoubled  blow, 
Ariel   and    Anoch,   and    the   violence 
Of  Ramiel,  scorch'd  and  blasted,  overthrew, 
night  relate  of  thousands,  and  their  names 
Eternize    here    on    earth;  but   those   elect 
Angels,  contented  with  their  fame  in  Heaven 
Seek  not  the  praise  of  men  :  the  other  sort, 
In  might  though  wondrons,  and  in  acts  of  war, 
Nor  ot  renown  less  eager,  yet  by  doom 
Cancel'd  from  Heaven  and  sacred  memory, 

[ameless,  in  dark  oblivion  let  them  dnefl. 

or  strength,  from  truth  divided  and  from  just. 
Dlaudable,  nought  merits  but  dispraise 
And   ignominy ;    yet  to   glory   aspires, 
Vain  glorious,  and  through  infamy  seeks  lame  : 
Therefore,  eternal  silence  be  their  doom. 

"And  now  their  mightiest  cjueli'd ,  the  battle  swerv'd, 
With  many  an  inroad  gored  ;  deformed  rout 
Enter'd,  and  Ibul  disorder:  all  the  ground 
Vf'nh  shiver 'd  armour  strown,  and,  on  a  heap, 
7l>triot  and  charioteer  lay  overtum'd, 
And  fiery  foaming  steeds :  what  stood,  recoil'd 
D'erwearied,  through  the  faint  Satanic  host, 
Derennve  scarce,  or,  with  pale  fear  surpris'd, 
nienfirst  with  fear  surprised,  and  sense  of  pain. 
Fled   ignominious ;   to  sucb  evil  brought 
"*       in   of  disobedience,   till   thai    hour 
Not   liable   to   fear,   or  flight,  or   pain. 
Par  otherwise   tlie    inviolable   saints, 

I  cubic  phalanx  Arm,  advanced  entire, 
invulnerable,   impenetrably  arm'd : 
Bnch    high  advantages   their   innocence 
Save  them  above  their  foes;  not  to  have  stnn'd. 
Not  to  have  disobey'd ;  in  fight  they  stood 
[Tnweaned,    unobnoiioua  to   be   pain'd 
B]rwound,though  from  their  place  by  violence  moved. 

"  Now  night  her  course  began,  and  over  Heaven 
Inducing  darkness,  grateful  truce  imposed, 

kod  silence,  on  the  odious  din  of  war  : 

tnder  her  cloudy  covert  both  retired. 
Piclor  uid  vanquiab'd  :  on  the  Ibughten  fleld 
Itichael    and  lus    angels,    prevalent, 
Bntamping,  placed  in  guard  their  watches  round, 
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Cherubic  waving  fires:  on  the  other  part, 
Satan  with  his  rebellious  disappear'd, 
Far  in  the  dark  dislodg'd  :  and  void  of  rest. 
His  potentates,  to  council  called  by  night. 
And  in  the  midst,  thus  undismay'd  began. 

'*  'O  now  in  danger  try'd,  now  known  in  arme 
Not  to  be  overpower'd,  companions  dear, 
Found  worthy,   not  of  liberty  alone, 
Too  mean  pretence,  but  what  we  more  affect, 
Honour,   dominion,  glory,  and  renown ; 
Who  have  sustained  one  day  in  doubtful  fight. 
And  if  one  day,  why  not  eternal  days? 
What  Heaven's  Lord  hath  powerfuUest  to  send 
Against  us,  from  about  his  throne,  and  judged 
Sufficient  to  subdue  us  to  his  will ; 
But  proves  not  so :  then  fallible,  it  seems. 
Of  future  we  may  deem  him,  though  till  now 
Omniscient  thought.     True  is,  less  firmly  arm'd. 
Some  disadvantage  we  endured,  and  pain. 
Till  now  not  known,  but  known,  as  soon  contemnM, 
Since  now,  we  find  this  our  empyreal  form 
Incapable  of  mortal  injury, 
Imperishable  ;  and  though  pierced  with  wound. 
Soon  closing,  and  by  native  vigour  heal'd. 
Of  evil   then   so  small,   as  easy  think 
Tlie  remedy  ;  perhaps  more  valid  arms. 
Weapons  more  violent,  when  next  we  meet. 
May  serve  to  better  us,  and  worse  our  foes. 
Or  equal  what  between  us  made  the  odds. 
In  nature  none :  if  other  hidden  cause 
Left  them  superior,  while  we  can  preserve 
Unhurt  our  mmds  and  understanding  sound, 
Due  search  and  consultation  will  disclose. 

**  He  sat ;  and  in  the  assembly  next  upstood 
Nisroch,   of  principalities   the   prime ; 
As  one  he  stood  escaped  from  cruel  fight, 
Sore  toil'd,  his  riven  arms  to  havoc  hewn. 
And  cloudy  in  aspect,  thus  answering  spake. 

**  *  Dehverer  from  new  lords,  leader  to  free 
Enjoyment  of  our  right  as  gods ;  yet  hard 
For  gods,  and  too  unequal  work  we  find, 
Against  unequal  arms  to   fight  in   pain. 
Against  unpam'd,  impassive ;  from  which  evil 
Ruin  must  needs  ensue  :  for  what  avails 
Valour  or  strength,  though  matchless,  queird  with  pain 
Which  all  subdues,  and  makes  remiss  the  hands 
Of  mightiest?  Sense  of  pleasure  we  may  well 


pate  out  of  life,  perhaps,  and   not  repine, 
w  live  content,  which  is  the  calmest  life  : 
ut  pain    13   perfect  misery,   the   worst 
Of  evils,   and    excessive,   overturns 
^U  patience.     He  who  therefore  can  invent, 
WiJi  what  more  forcible  we  may  offeml 
Our   yet  iinwound«l   enemieB,  or  arm 
Ounelveft  with  like  defence,  to  me  deserves 
Ho  less,  than  for  deliverance  what  we  owe.' 

"Wheieto.with  look  composed,  Satan  replied. 
*Not  uninvented,  that,  which   thou  aright 
Believeit  so  maiti  to  our  success,  I  bring. 
Which  of  us,  who  beholds  the  bright  surface 
Of  this  etheteous  mould,  whereon  we  stand, 
This  continent  of  spacious  Heaven,  adorn'd 
With  plant,  fniit,  flower  ambrosial,  gems,  and  gold  ; 
Wliose  eye  ao   superficially  surveys 
Thesethings.asnotlomindlitiin  whence  they  grow, 
Deep  under  ground,  materials  dark  and  crude, 
jOf  spirituous  and  fiery  spume,  till  touch'd 
iWith  Heaven's  ray,  and  leniper'd,  they  shool  forth 
j&o  beauteous,  opening  to  the  umbient  light? 
These,    m   their   dark    nativity  the  deep, 
^ull  yield  us,  pregnant  with  infernal  flame; 
"Whidi  into  hollow  engines,  long  and  round, 
JTiick-ranim'd,  at  the  other  bore,  with  touch  of  fire 
pilaied,  and    inTuriate,    shall  send    forth 

far,  with  thundering  noise  among  our  foes, 
finch  implements  of  mischief,  as  shall  dash 
Fo  pieces,  and  o'erwhelm  whatever  stands 
Adverse;  tbat  they  shall-  fear  we  have  disarra'd 
Hie  thunderer  of  his  only  dreaded  bolt. 
Nor  long  shall  be  our  labour;  yet  ere  dawn. 
Effect  shall  end  our  wish.     Meanwhile  revive; 
Abandon  fear  ;  to  strength  and  counsel  Join'd, 
Think  nothing  hard,  much  less  to  be  deapair'd.' 

"  He  ended  ;  and  his  words  their  drooping  cheer 
Enlighten 'd,  and  their  languish'd  hope  reviv'd. 
ITie  invention  all  admir'd,  and  each,  how  he 
«  be  the  inventor  miss'd  ;  so  easy  it  seem'd, 
_)iice  found,  which,  yet  unfouitd,  most  would  have 
ItniiOBsible  :  yet  haply,  of  thy  race,  [thought 

In   fiiruie   days,  if  malice  should  abound, 
Borne  one,  intent  on  mischief,  or  inspired 
With  devilish  machination,  might  devise 
Like  instrumeot,  to  plague  the  sons  of  men 
m,  on  war  and  mutual  slaughter  bent. 


Foitfawith  from  council  to  the  work  they  flew; 

None   arguing  stood;  iDnumemble  hand* 

Were  ready  ;  in  a  tnomeiit  up  ihey  turned 

Wide  the  celestial  soil,  and  saw  beneath  61 

The  originals   of  nature,    in   iheir  crude 

Conception ;  sulphufouB  and  nitrous  ibam 

They  found,  they  mingled,  and  with  subtle  art 

Concocted  and  adusted,  they  reduced 

To  blackest  grain,  and  into  store  convey "d  :  3 1 

Part  hidden  veins digg'd  up;  nor  hath  this  earth 

Entrails  unhke,    of  mineral    and   stone. 

Whereof  to  found  their  engines,  and  their  balls 

Of  missive  ruin ;  part  incentive  reed 

Provide,  pernicious,  with  one  touch  to  fire.  ^^ 

So  all,  ere  day-spring,  under  conscious  night, 

Secret  they  finish'd,  and  in  order  set. 

With   silent  circumspection   un espied. 

"  Now  when  fair  morn,  orient  in  Heaven,  appear'd 
Up  rose  the  victor  angels,  and  to  arms  52 

The  matin  trumpet  Bung :  in  arms  they  stood 
Of  golden    panoply,   refulgent   host. 
Soon  banded  ;  others,  from  the  dawning  hills, 
Look'd  round,  and  scouts  each  coast  light-anned  scour. 
Each    quarter,  to  descry  the  distant  Ibe,  531 

Where  lodged,  or  whither  fled,  or  if  for  fight. 
In  motion,  or  in  halt :  him  soon  they  met. 
Under  spread  ensigns,  moving  nigh,  in  slow, 
But  firm  battalion.  Back  with  speediest  sail, 
Zophiel,   of  cherubim   the   swiftest  wing,  S3i 

Came  flying,  and,  in  mid  air,  aloud  thus  cried. 

'"Arm,  warriors,  arm  for  fight;  the  ibe  at  hand. 
Whom  fled  we  thought,  will  save  us  long  pursuit; 
This  day,  fear  not  his  flight ;  so  thick  a  cloud 
He  comes;  and  settled  in  his  face,  I  see  5* 

Sad   resolution    and  secure.     Let  each 
His   adamantine  coat  gird  well,  and  eacfa 
Pit  well  his  helm,  gripe  fast  his  orhed  shield, 
Borne  even  or  high;  for  thisdaywill  pour  down. 
If  I  conjecture  ought,  no  drizzling  stiower,  54. 

But  rattling  storm  of  arrows,  barb'd  with  fire.' 

"So  warn'dhe  them,  aware  themselves;  and  soon 
In  order,   quit  of  all    impediment. 
Instant  without  disturb,  they  took  alarm. 
And  onward  move  embattled  :  when  behold,  55 

Not  distant  far,  with  heavy  pace,  the  foe 
Approaching  gross  and  huge,  m  hollow  cube, 
Training  his  devilish  eni;inery,  impailed 
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On  every  side,  with  shadowy  squadrons  deep, 

To  hide  the  fhtud.     At  interview  both  stood  555 

A  while;   but  suddenly  at  head  appear'd 

Satan,  and  thus  was  heard  commanding  loud. 

«  « Vanguard,  to  right  and  left  the  front  unfold ; 
That  aU  may  see  who  hate  us,  how  we  seek 
Peace  and  composure,  and,  with  open  breast,  560 

Stand  ready  to  receive  them,  if  they  like 
Oar  overture,  and  turn  not  back  perverse : 
But  that  I  doubt :  however,  witness  Heaven, 
Heaven  witness  thou  anon,  while  we  discharge 
Freely  our  part;  ye  who  appointed  stand,  565 

Do  as  you  have  in  charge,  and  briefly  touch 
What  we  propound,  and  loud,  that  all  may  hear.' 

**  So  scoffing,  in  ambiguous  words,  he  scarce 
Had  ended,  when  to  right  and  left  the  front 
Divided,   and  to  either  flank  retir'd :  570 

Which  to  our  eyes  discover'd,  new  and  strange, 
A  triple-mounted  row  of  pillars,  laid 
On  wheels,  for  like  to  pillars  most  they  seem'd. 
Or  hoUow'd  bodies,   made  of  oak  or  fir. 
With  branches  lopt,  in  wood  or  mountain  fell*d ;  575 

Brass,  iron,  stony  mould,  had  not  their  mouths. 
With  hideous  orifice,  gaped  on  us  wide. 
Portending  hollow  truce  :  at  each  behind 
A  seraph  stood,  and  in  his  hand   a  reed 
Stood  waving,  tipt  with  fire ;  while  we  suspense  580 

Collected  stood,  within  our  thoughts  amus'd ; 
Not  long,  for  sudden  all  at  once  their  reeds 
Put  fbrdi  and  to  a  narrow  vent  applied 
With  nicest  touch.     Immediate  in  a  flame, 
But  soon  obscured  with  smoke,  all  Heaven  appeared,      585 
From  those  deep-throated  engines  belch'd,  whose  roar 
Embowell'd  with  outrageous  noise  the  air. 
And  all  her  entrails  tore ;  disgorging  foul 
Their  devilish  glut,  chain'd  thunderbolts,  and  hail 
Of  iron  glob^;  which  on   the  victor  host  590 

Levell'd,  with  such   impetuous   fury  smote. 
That  whom  they  hit,  none  on  their  feet  might  stand, 
Though  standing  else  as  rocks,  but  down  t£ey  fell 
Bv  thousands,  an|;el  on  arch-angel  roll'd ; 
Tne  sooner  for  their  arms :  unarm'd  thev  might  595 

Have  easily,  as  spirits,   evaded  swift 
By  quick  contraction  or  remove;   but  now 
Fool  dissipation  follow*d,  and  forc'd  rout; 
Nor  served  it  to  relax   their  serried  files. 
What  should  they  do  ?  if  on  they  rush'd,  repulse  ^^0 


Etepeated,    and    indecent   overthrow 
Doubled,  would  render  tliem  yet  more  deapis'd, 
And  to  their  foe»  a  luughter;  tor  in  view 
Stood   raak'd   of  serapliim    anotlier  row, 
In    posture   to   displocfe   their  second    (ire 
or  thunder :    back    defeated   to    return 
They  worse  abhorr'd.     Satan  beheld  their  plight, 
And  to  hia  mates  thus  in  derision  call'd. 

"'O  friends,  why  come  not  on  these  victors  proud? 
Erewhile  they  fierce  were  coming ;  and  when  we. 
To   entertain  (hem    fair,  with   open  front 
And  breast,  what  could  we  more?  propounded  terms 
Of  composition,  straight  they  chang'a  their  minds, 
Flew  oif,  and  into  strange  vagaries  fell, 
As  they  would  dance ;  yet,  for  a  dance,  they  scem'O 
Somewhat   extravagant   and    wild,    perhaps 
For  joy   of  offer'd   peace :    but  I   suppose, 
If  our   proposals   once   again   were  heard. 
We   should   compel  tliem   to   a   quick   result.' 

"  To  whom  thus  Belial,  in  like  gamesome  mood. 
'  Leader,  the  terms  we  seilt  were  terms  of  weight. 
Of  hard  contents,  and  tiill  of  force  urged  home. 
Such,  as  we  might  perceive  amused  theni  all. 
And  stumbled  many  ;  who  receives  them  right, . 
Had  need,  from  head  to  foot,  well  understand : 
Not  understood,  this  gift  they  have  besides, 
They  show  ua  when  our  foes  walk  not  upright," 

"  So  ihey,  among  themselves,  in  pleasant  vein. 
Stood  scoffing,  heighten 'd  in  their  thoughts,  beyond 
All   doubt  of  victory ;  eternal    Might 
To  match  with  their  inventions,  they  presumed 
So  easy,  and  of  his  thunder  made  a  scorn, 
And  all  his  host  derided,  while  they  stood 
A  while  in  trouble  :  but  they  stood  not  long. 
Rage  prompted  them  at  length,  and  found  tliem  armt. 
Against  such  hdhsh  mischief,  6t  to  oppose. 
Forthwith,  behold  the  excellence,  the  power, 
Which  God  hath  in  his  mighty  angels  plac'd, 
Their  arms  away  they  llirew ;  and  to  the  hills, 
For   earth   hath   tins   variety    from    Heaven, 
Of  pleasure  situate   in    hill   and  dale. 
Light  as  the  lightning-glimpse  ihey  ran,  they  Sew  ; 
From  their  foundations  loosening  to  and  fro. 
They  pluck 'd  the  seated  hills,  with  all  their  load. 
Rocks,  waters,  woods;  and.  by  the  shaggy  tops 
Upliltiog,  bore  them  in  their  hands,     Amaxe, 
B«  sure,  and  terror,  leix'd  the  rebel  host. 
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When  coming  towards  them^  so  dread^  they  saw 

The  bottom  of  the  mountains  upward  tum*d ; 

Till»  on  those  cursed  engines  triple-row,  G50 

They  saw  them  whelm'd^  and  all  their  confidence, 

Under  the  weight  of  mountains,  buried  deep ;     . 

Themselves  invaded  next,  and  on  their  heads. 

Main  promotories  flung,  which  in  the  air 

Came  shadowing,  and  oppressed  whole  legions  arm*d.       655 

Their  armour  help'd  their  harm,  crushed  in,  bruis*d, 

Into  their  substance  pent,  which  wrought  them  pain 

Implacable,  and  many  a  dolorous  groan, 

Long  struggling  underneath,  ere  they  could  wind 

Out  oi  such  prison ;  though  spirits  of  purest  light,       660 

Par^t  at  first,  now  gross  by  sinning  grown. 

The  rest,  in  imitation,  to  like  arms 

fietook  them,  and  the  neighbouring  hills  uptore ; 

So  hills  amid  the  air  encounter*d  hills, 

Hurl'd  to  and  fro,  Mrith  joculation  dire,  665 

That  under  ground  they  fought,  in  dismal  shade  ; 

Infernal  noise.    War  seemd  a  civil  game 

To  this  uproar;    horrid  confusion,  heap*d 

Upon  confusion,  rose :  and  now  all  Heaven 

Had  gone  to  wrack,  with  ruin  overspread,  670 

Had  not  the  almighty  Father,  where  he  sits 

Shrined  in  his  sanctuary  of  Heaven  secure. 

Consulting  on  the  sum  of  things,  foreseen 

This  tumult,  and  permitted  all,  advised : 

That  his  great  purpose  he  might  so  fulfil,  675 

To  honour  his  anointed  Son,  avenged 

Upon  his  enemies,  and  to  declare 

All  power  on  him  transfer*d  :  whence  to  his  Son, 

The  assessor  of  his  throne,  he  thus  began. 

"  '  EflFulgence  of  my  glory,  Son  belov'd,  680 

Son,  in  whose  face  invisible,  is  beheld. 
Visibly,  what  by  Deity  I  am. 
And  in  whose  nand  what  by  decree  I  do. 
Second  Omnipotence;   two  days  are  past. 
Two  days,  as  we  compute  the  days  of  Heaven,  685 

Since  Michael  and  his  powers  went  forth  to  tame 
Iliese  disobedient :  sore  hath  been  their  fight. 
As  likeliest  was,  when  two  such  foes  met  arm'd  ; 
For  to  themselves  I  left  them  ;  and  thou  know^st, 
Eiqual  in  their  creation  they  were  form'd  Gf)0 

Save  what  sin  hath  impaired,  which  yet  hath  wrought 
Insensibly,  for  I  suspend  their  doom ; 
Whence,  in  perpetual  fight,  they  needs  must  last 
Endless,  and  no  solution  will  be  found. 
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War,  wearied^  hajtk  perfonn'd  what  war  can  d<\  69& 

And  to  disordered  rage  let  loose  the  reins. 

With  mountains  as  with  weapons  arm'd,  which  makes 

Wild  work  in  Heaven,  and  dang'roas  to  the  main. 

Two  days  are  therefore  past,  the  third  is  thine ; 

For  thee  I  have  ordain'd  it,  and  thus  fieur  700 

Have  suffered,  that  tlie  glory  may  be  thine 

Of  ending  this  great  war,  since  none  but  thou 

Can  end  it.     Into  thee  such  virtue  and  grace 

Immense  I  have  transfused,  that  aU  may  know 

In  Heaven  and  Hell,  thy  power  above  compare ;  705 

And  this  perverse  commotion  governed  thus. 

To   manifest   thee  worthiest  to  be  Heir, 

Of  all  things  to  be  Heir,  and  to  be  King 

By  sacred  unction,   thy  deserved  right. 

Go  then,  thou  Mightiest,  in  thy  Father's  might,  710 

Ascend  my  chariot,  guide  the  rapid  wheels 

That  shake  Heaven's  basis,  brine  forth  all  my  war, 

My  bow  and  thunder,  my  almighty  arms 

Gird  on,  and  sword  upon  thy  puissant  thigh; 

Pursue  these  sons  of  darkness,  drive  them  out  715. 

From  all  Heaven's  bounds,  into  the  utter  deep : 

There  let  them  learn,  as  likes  them,  to  despise 

God,  and  Messiah,  his  anointed  King.' 

'*  He  said  ;  and  on  his  Son,  with  rays  direct. 
Shone  full :  he,  all  his  Father  full  express'd,  720 

Ineffably   into   his   face  receiv'd ; 
And  thus,  the  iiUal  Godhead  answering  spake : 

"  *0  Father,  O  Supreme  of  heavenly  thrones. 
First,  highest,  holiest,  best,  thou  always  8eek*st 
To   glorify   thy   Son,   I   always   thee,  725 

As  is  most  just ;  this  I  my  glory  account, 
My   exaltation,   and   my  whole  delight. 
That  thou,  in  me  well  pleased,  declarest  thy  will 
Fulfill'd,    which  to  fulfil  is  all  my  bliss. 
Sceptre  and  power,  thy  giving,  I  assume,  730 

And  gladlier  shall  resign,  when  in  the  end 
Thou   shalt   be  all   in    all,   and  I  in   thee 
For  ever,  and  in  me  all  whom  thou  lovest : 
But  whom  thou  hatest,  I  hale,  and  can  put  on 
Thy  terrors,  as  I  put  thy  mildness  on,  735 

Image  of  thee  in  all  things  ;  and  shall  soon, 
Arm'd  with  thy  might,  rid  Heavenof  these  rebel  I'd, 
To  their  prepar'd  ill  mansion  driven  down. 
To  chains  of  darkness,  and  the  undying  worm, 
That  from  thy  just  obedience  could  revolt,  740 

Whom   to  obey  is  happiness  entire. 
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Then  sliail  thy  amato  anmix'd,  &  from  the  impiire 

Par  separate,  circling  thy  holy  mount, 

Unfeigned  haAWv^ahs  to  thee  sing^, 

Hymns  of  high  praise,  and  I  among  them  chief.'  7  45 

'^  So  said,  he,,  o*er  his  sceptre  bowing,  rose 
From  the  right  hand  of  gk>ry,  where  he  sat ; 
And  the  third  sacred  mom  b^an  to  shine. 
Dawning  through  Hearen.  Forth  rush 'd  with  whirlwind  sound 
The  chariot  of  paternal   Deity,  750 

Flashing  thick  flames,  wheel  within  wheel  midrawn, 
Itself  instinct  wilh  Spirit,  but  convoy *d 
By  four  cherubic  shapes;   four  faces  each 
Had  wondrous  ;  as  with  stars  their  bodies  all 
And  wings  were  set  with  eyes,  with  eyes  the  wheels    755 
Of  beryl,  and  careering  fires  between ; 
Over  their  heads  a  crystal  firmament, 
Whereon  a  sapphire  throne,  inlaid  with  pure 
Amber,  and  colours  of  die  showery  arch, 
He,  in  celestial   panoply  all  arm'd,  760 

Of  radiant  urim,  work  divinely  wrought. 
Ascended;  at  his  right  hand    victory 
Sat  eagle-wing'd ;  beside  him  hung  his  bow 
And  quiver,  with  three-boiled  thunder  stored, 
And  from  about  him,  fierce  eflusion  roU'd  765 

Of  smoke,  and  bickernig  flame,  and  sparkles  dire. 
Attended  with  ten  ^usand  thousand  saints, 
He  onward  came,  &r  off  his  coming  shone ; 
And  twenty  thousand,  I  their  number  heard. 
Chariots  of  God,  half  on  each  hand  were  seen  770 

He,  on  the  wings  of  cherub,  rode  sublime 
On  the  crystalline  sky,  in  sapphire  throned. 
Illustrious  far  and  wide,  but  by  his  own 
First  seen ;  them  unexpected  joy  surprised, 
When  the  great  «Mign  of  Messiah  blazed,  775 

Aloft  by  angels  borne,  his  sign  in  Heaven ; 
Under  whose  conduct  Michael  soon  reduced 
His   army,  circumfused  on   either  wing, 
Under   their  head   embodied   all  in   one. 
Before  him.  Power  Divine  his  way  prepared  ;  ^80 

At  his  command  the  uprooted  hills  retired. 
Each  to  his  place;  they  heard  his  voice,  and  went 
Obsequious  :  Heaven  his  wonted  face  renewed. 
And  with  fresh  flowerets  hill  and  valley  smiled. 
This  saw  his  hapless  foes,  but  stood  obdured,  785 

And,  to  rebellious  fight,  rallied  their  powers 
Insensate,  hope  conceiving  from  despair. 
In  heavenly  spirits  could  such  perverseness  dwell? 
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But  to  convince  the  proud  what  signs  avail. 
Or  wonders  move  the  obdurate  to  relent? 
Tliey,  harden'd  more  by  what  might  most  reclaim^ 
Grieving   to   see  h»  glory,   at  the  sight 
Took    envy:   and,   aspiring  to  his    highth. 
Stood  re-embattled  fierce,  by  force  or  liraud 
Weening   to   prosper,   and   at  length  prevail 
Against  God   and    Messiah,  or   to   fall 
In   universal   ruin   lost ;    and  now 
To  final  battle  drew,  disdaining  flight. 
Or  faint  retreat ;  when  the  great  Son  of  God 
To  all  his  host,  on  either  hand  thus  spake. 

"  '  Stand  still  in  bright  array,  ye  saints ;  here  stand 
Ye  angels  arm'd ;  this  day  from  battle  rest : 
Faithful  liatfa  been  your  warfare,  and  of  God 
Accepted,  fearless  in  his  righteous  cause. 
And  as  ye  have  received,  so  have  ye  done 
Invincibly:  but  of  this  cursed  crew. 
The  punishment  to  other  hand  belongs ; 
Vengeance  is  his,  or  whose  he  sole  appoints  : 
Number  to  this  day's  work  is  not  ordain'd, 
Nor  multitude;  stand  only  and  behold 
God's  indignation,  on  these  godless,  poui'd 
By  me ;  not  you,  but  me  tliey  have  despised. 
Yet  envied ;  against  me  is  all  their  rage. 
Because  the  Father  to  whom,  in  Heaven  supreme. 
Kingdom  anil  power  and  glory  appertains. 
Hath  honour'd  me  according  to  his  will. 
Therefore,  to  me  their  doom  he  hath  assign'd ; 
That  they  may  have  their  wish,  to  try  with  me 
In  battle,  which  the  stronger  proves,  they  all, 
Or  I  alone  against  them  ;  since  by  strength 
They  measure  all,  of  other  excellence 
Not  emulous,  nor  care  who  them  excels; 
Nor  other  strife  with  them  do  I  vouchsafe.' 

"  So  spake  the  Son,  and  into  terror  changed 
His  countenance,  too  severe  to  be  behell, 
And  full  of  wrath  bent  on  his  enemies. 
At  once  the  four  spread  out  their  starry  win^, 
With  dreadful  shade  contiguous,  and  the  orbs 
Of  his  fierce  chariot  roll'd,  as  with  the  sound 
or  torrent  floods,  or  of  a  numerous  host. 
He  on  his  impious  foes  right  onward  drove. 
Gloomy  as  night;  under  his  burning  wheela 
The  steadfast  empyrean  shook  throughout. 
All  bill  the  throne  itself  of  God.  Pull  soon 
Among  them  he  nrriv'd,   rti  hit  right  liand 
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Grasping  ten  thousand  thunders,  which  he  &ent  ^ 

Before  him,  such  as  in  their  souls  infixed 

Plagues  ;  they  astonish'd,  all  resistance  lost, 

All  courage ;  down  their  idle  weapons  dropp'd  : 

0*er  shields,  and  helms,  and  helmed  heads  he  rode,  840 

Of  thrones  and  mighty  seraphim  prostrate. 

That  wtsh'd  the  mountains  now  might  be  i^ain 

Thrown  on  them,  as  a  shelter  from  his  ire. 

Nor  less  on   either   side  tempestuous   fell 

His  arrows,  from  the  fourfold-visag'd  four,  845 

Distinct  with  eyes,  and,  from  the  livmg  wheels, 

Distinct  ahke  with  multitude   of  eyes; 

One  spirit  m  them  ruled,  and  every  eye 

Glared  lightning,  and  shot  forth  pernicious  fire 

Among  the  accuned ,  that  withered  all  their  strengtli         850 

And  of  their  wonted  vigour  left  them  drain'd, 

Exhausted,  spiritless,  a£9icted,   fall'n. 

Yet  half  his  strength  he  put  not  forth,  butcheck'd 

His  thunder  in  mid  volley  ;  for  he  meant 

Not  to  destroy,  but  root  Uiem  out  of  Heaven  :  855 

The  overthrown  he  raised,  and,  as  a  herd 

Of  goats,  or  timorous  flock  together  throng'd. 

Drove  them  before  him,  thunder-struck,  pursued 

With  terrors  and  with  furies,  to  the  bounds 

And  crvstal  wall  of  Heaven ;  which  opening  wide,  860 

Roll*d  mward,  and  a  spacious  gap  disclos'd. 

Into  the  wasteful  deep.   The  monstrous  sight 

Struck  them  with  horror  backward,  but  far  worse 

Urged  them  behind ;  headlong  themselves  they  threw 

Down  from  the  verge  of  Heaven  ;  eternal  wrath  865 

Burnt  after  them,  to  the  bottomless  pit. 

**  Hell  heard  the  unsuflerable  noise.  Hell  saw 
Heaven  running  from  Heaven,  and  would  have  fled, 
Afirighted ;  but  strict  iate  had  cast  too  deep 
Her  dark  foundations,  and  too  fast  had  bound.  870 

Nine  days  they  fell :  confounded  Chaos  roar'd, 
And  felt  tenfold  confusion  in  their  fall. 
Through  his  wild  anarchy,  so  huge  rout 
£ncumber*d  him  with  ruin.    Hell  at  last, 
Yawning,  received  them  whole,  and  on  them  clos'd  :        875 
Hell,  their  fit  habitation,  fraught  with  fire 
Unquenchable,  the  house  of  woe  and  pain. 
Disburden'd  Heaven  rejoiced ;  and  soon  repaired 
Her  inural  breach,  returning  whence  it  rolFd. 
Sole  victor,  from  the  expulsion  of  his  foes  880 

Messiah  his  triumphant  chariot  turn'd. 
1\)  meet  him    all  his  saints,  who  silent  stood. 
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Eye-witnesses  of  his  almighty  acts, 

With  jubilee  adyanc*d ;  and  as  they  went» 

Shaded  with  branching  palm,  each  order  bright  395 

Sung  triumph,  and  him  sung  yictorious  King, 

Son,  Heir  and  Lord,  to  him  dominion  giren, 

Worthiest  to  reign  he  celebrated  rode 

Triumphant  through  mid  Heaven,  into  the  courts 

And  temple  of  his  mighty  Father,  throned  S90 

On  high ;  who  into  glory  him  received. 

Where  now  he  sits,  at  the  right  hand  of  bliss. 

*^  Thus,  measuring  things  in  Heaven  by  things  on  earth, 
At  thy  request,  and  that  thou  may'st  beware, 
By  what  is  past,  to  thee  I  have  reveal'd,  895 

What  might  have  else  to  human  race  been  hid, 
The  discord  which  befel,  and  war  in  Heaven, 
Among  the  angelic  powers,  and  the  deep  fall 
Of  those,  too  high  aspiring,  whorebelfd 
With  Satan ;  he,  who  envies  now  thy  state,  90O 

Who  now  is  plotting,  how  he  may  seduce 
Thee  also  from  obedience,  that  with  him 
Bereaved  of  happiness,  thou  may'st  partake 
His  punishment,   eternal  misery; 

Which  would  be  all  his  solace  and  revenge,  905 

As  a  despite  done  against  the  Most  High, 
Thee  once  to  gain  companion  of  his  woe. 
But  listen  not  to  his  temptations,  warn 
Thy  weaker :  let  it  profit  thee  to  have  heard, 
By   terrible  example,  the  reward  910 

Of  disobedience;  firm  they  might  have  stood, 
I  Yet  fell ;  remember,  and  fear  to  transgress. 


TUB    BND   OP    BOOK    VI. 


PARADISE  LOST. 


BOOK  VII. 


THE  AROUMENT. 
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IJxacEND  from  Heaven,  Urania,  by  that  name 
If  rightly  thou  art  call'd,  whose  voice  divine 
FoUowioffy  above  the  Olympian  hill  I  soar. 
Above  me  flight  of  Pegasean  wing. 
The  meaning,  not  the  name,  I  call :  for  thou  5 

Nor  of  the  muses  nine,  nor  on  the  top 
Of  old  Olympus  dwell'st,  but,  heavenly  bom, 
Before  the  hiUs  appeared,  or  fountain  flow'd, 
Hiou  with  eternal  Wisdom  didst  converse. 
Wisdom  thy  sister,  and  with  her  didst  play,  10 

In  presence  of  the  almighty  Father,  pleased 
With  thy  celestial  song.     Up  led  by  thee, 
Into  the  Heaven  of  Heavens,  I  have  presumed, 
An  earthly  guest,  and  drawn  empyreal  air, 
Thy  tempering :  with  like  safety,  guided  down,  15 

B«tum  me  to  my  native  element : 
Lest  from  this  flying  steed  unrein'd,  as  once 
Bellerophon,  though  from  a  lower  clime. 
Dismounted,  on  the  Aleian  field   I  fall, 
Erroneous  Uiere  to  wander,  and  forlorn.  20 

Half  yet  remains  unsung ;  but  narrower  bound 
Within  the  visible  diurnal  sphere : 
Standing  on  earth,  not  rapt  above  the  pole. 
More  S8&  I  sing,  with  mortal  voice,  unchanged 
To  hoarse  or  mute,  though  fall'n  on  evil  days,  25 

On  evil  days  though  fall'n,  and  evil  tongues  ; 
In  darkness,  and  with  dangers  compass'd  round, 
And  solitude;  yet  not  alone,  while  thou 
Visit'st  my  slumbers  nightly,  or  when  morn 
Purples  the  east :  still  govern  thou  my  song,  30 

Urania,  and  fit  audience  find,  though  few. 
But  drive  far  off  the  barbarous  dissonance 
Of  Bacchus  and  the  revellers,  the  race 
Of  that  wild  rout  that  tore  the  Thracian  bard 
In  Rhodope,  where  woods  and  rocks  had  ears  35 

To  rapture,  till  the  savage  clamour  drown'd 
Both  narp  and  voice ;  nor  could  the  muse  defend 
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Her  son.     So  fail  not  thou,  who  thee  implores ; 
For  tliou  art  heavenly,  she  an  empty  dream. 

Say  goddess,  what  ensued  when  Raphael,  40 

The  anable  arch  angel,  had  forewarr.'d 
Adam,   by   dire   example,  to  beware 
Apostacy,   by   what  befel   in  Heaven 
To  those  apostates,   lest  the   like  befall 
In   Paradise  to   Adam   or  his  race,  45 

Charged  not  to  touch  the  interdicted  tree. 
If  they  transgress,  and  shght  that  sole  command, 
So   easily   obey'd,   amid  the  choice 
Of  all  tastes  else  to  please  tkeir  appetite. 
Though  wandering.  He,  with  his  consorted  £ve»  50 

Tlie  story  heard  attentive,  and  was  fill'd 
With  admiration  and  deep  muse,  to  hear 
Of  things  so  high  &  strange,  things  to  their  thougk 
So   unimaginable,  as  hate  in   Heaven, 
And  war  so  near  the  peace  of  God  in  bliss,  55 

With  such  confusion :  but  the  evil,  soon 
Driven  back,  redounded  as  a  flood  on  those 
From  whom  it  sprung,  impossible  to  mix 
With  blessedness.     Whence,  Adam  soon  repeal'd 
The  doubts  that  in  his  heart  arose  :  and  now  80 

Led  on,  yet  sinless,  with  desire  to  know 
What  nearer  might  concern  him,  how  this  world 
Of  Heaven  and  Eartli,  conspicuous,  first  began  ; 
When,  and  whereof  created,  for  what  cause. 
What  within  Eden,  or   without,  was   done  65 

Before  his  memory,  as  one  whose  drought 
Yet  scarce  allay'd,  still  eyes  the  current  stream. 
Whose  liquid  murmur  heard,  new  thirst  excites. 
Proceeded   thus   to   ask   his  heavenly  guest. 

**  Great  things,  and  full  of  wonder  in  our  ears,  70 

Far  differing  from  this  world,  thou  hast  reveal'd, 
Divine   interpreter,    by   favour  sent, 
Down  from   the  empyrean,   to   forewarn 
Us  timely,  of  what  might  else  have  been  our  loss, 
Unknown,  which  human  knowledge  could  not  reach  75 

For  which,  to   the   Infinitely  Good,  we  owe 
Immortal  thanks,   and  his  admonishment 
Receive,   with  solemn   purpose  to  observe 
Immutably  his  sovereign  will,   the  end 
Of  what  we  are.    But  since  thou  hast  vouchsafed  ^ 

Gently  for   our  instruction^  to  impart 
Things  above  earthly  thought,  and  yet  concern 'd^ 
Our  knowing,  as  to  highest  wisdom  seem'd. 
Deign  to  descend  now  lower,  and  relate 
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What  may  no  less  perhaps  ayail  us  known  ;  g5 

How  first  began  this  Heaven,  which  we  behold 

Distant  so  high,  with  moving  fires  adorn 'd, 

Innumerable,  and  this  whi(ih  yields  or  fills 

All  space^  the  ambient  air,  wide  interfused , 

Embracing  round  this  florid  earth  :  what  cause  90 

Moved   the  Creator,   in  his  holy  rest. 

Through  all  eternity  so  late  to  build 

In  Chaos,  and  the  work  begun,  how  soon 

Absolved ;   if  unforbid  thou  may*st  unfold, 

What  we,  not  to  explore  the  secrets,  ask  95 

Of  his  eternal  empire,  but  the  more 

To  magnify  his  works,  the  more  we  know. 

And  the  great  light  of  day  yet  wants  to  run 

Much  of  his  race,  though  steep;  suspense  in  Heaven, 

Held  by  thy  voice,  thv  potent  voice,  he  hears,  100 

And  longer  will  delay  to  hear  thee  tell 

His  generation,  and   the  rising  birth 

Of  nature  from   the  unapparent  deep : 

Or  if  the  star  of  evening,  and  the  moon. 

Haste  to  thy  audience,  night  with  her  will  bring  105 

Silence,  and  sleep,  listening  to  thee,  will  watch ; 

Or  we  can   bid  his  absence,  till   thy  song 

End,  and  dismiss  thee  ere  the  morning  shine." 

Hius  Adam  his  illustrious  guest  besought : 
And  thus  the  Godlike  angel  answer'd,  mild.  110 

''  This  also,  thy  request  with  caution  ask*d, 
Obtain ;  though,  to  recount  Almighty  works. 
What  words  or  tongue  of  seraph  can  suffice. 
Or  heart  of  man  suffice  to  comprehend  ? 
Yet  what  thou  canst  attain,  which  best  may  serve  115 

To  glorify  the  Maker,   and  infer 
Hiee  also  happier,  shall  not  be  withheld 
Thy  hearing ;  such  commission  from  above 
1  have  received,   to  answer  thy  desire 
Of  knowledge,  within  bounds;  beyond,  abstain  120 

To  ask,  nor  let  thine  own  invention  hope 
Things  not  reveaFd,  which  the  invisible  King, 
Only  Omniscient,  hath  suppressed  in  night. 
To  none  communicable,  in  Earth  or  Heaven : 
Enough  is  left  besides,  to  search  and  know.  125 

Bnt  knowledge  is  as  food,  and  needs  no  less 
Her  temperance  over  appetite,  to  know 
In  measure,  what  the  mind  may  well  contain  ; 
Oppresses  else  with  surfeit,  and  soon  turns 
Wisdom  to  folly,  as  nourishment  to  wind,  1^0 

"  Know  then,  that  after  Lucifer  from  Heaven, 
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So  call  him,  brighter  once  amidst  the  host 

Of  angels,  than  that  star  the  stars  among, 

Fell  with  his  flaming  legions,  through  the  deep^ 

Into  his  place,  and  the   great  Son  retum'd  133 

Victorious  with  his  saints ;  the  omnipotent 

Eternal  Father  from   his  throne   beheld 

Their  multitude,  and  to  his  Son  thus  spake. 

*' '  At  least  our  envious  foe  hath  fail'd,  who  though 
All  like  himself  rebellious,  by  whose  aid  140 

This  inaccessible  high   strength,   the  seat 
Of  Deity  supreme,   us  dispossessed. 
He  trusted  to  have  seized ;  and  into  fraud 
Drew  many,  whom  their  place  knows  here  no  more : 
Yet  far  the  greater  part  have  kept,  I  see,  145 

Their  station  ;  Heaven,  yet  populous,  retains 
Number  sufficient  to  possess  her  realms, 
Though  wide,  and  this  high  temple  to  frequent, 
With   ministeries  due,  and  solemn  rites.  - 

But  lest  his  heart  exalt  him,   in  the  harm  150 

Already   done,  to  have  dispeopled  Heaven, 
My   damage  fondly  deem*d,   I  can  repair 
That  detriment,  if  such  it  be,  to  lose 
Self-lost;  and  in  a  moment  will  create 
Another  world,   out  of  one  man  a  race  155 

Of  men   innumerable,   there  to   dwell. 
Not   here,  till,   by   degrees  of  merit  raised. 
They   open  to  themselves   at   length   the  way 
Up   hither,    under  long  obedience   tried; 
And  Earth  be  changed  to  Heaven,  and  Heaven  to  Earthy 
One  kingdom,  joy  and  union  without  end. 
Meanwhile  inhabit  lax,  ye  powers  of  Heaven, 
And  thou  my  Word,  begotten  Son,  by  thee 
This  I  perform ;  speak  thou,  and  be  it  done  : 
My  overshadowing  Spirit  and  might  with  thee  1^ 

I  send  along;  ride  forth  and  bid  the  deep 
Within  appomted  bounds,  be  Heaven  and  Earth ; 
Boundless  the  deep,  because  I  am  who  fill 
Infinitude,   nor  vacuous   the  space. 
Though  I  uncircumscribed  myself  retire,  170 

And  put  not  forth  my  goodness,  which  is  free 
To  act  or   not,   necessity   and   chance 
Approach  not  me,  and  what  I  will  is  fate.' 

"  So  spake  the  Almighty,  and  to  what  he  spake. 
His  word,  the  filial  Godhead,  gave  effect.  175 

Immediate  are  the  acts  of  God,  more  swift 
Than  time  or  motion,  but,  to  human  ears, 
Cannot  without  process  of  speech   be   told. 
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So  tokl,   as  earthly   notion   can   receive, 
Great  triumph  and  rejoicing  was  in  Heaven, 
When  such  was  heard  declared  the  Almighty's  will; 
dory  they  sung  to  the  Most  High,  good  will 
To  future  men,  and  in  their  dwellings  peace  : 
Glory    lr>  him,  whose  jnat  avenging   ire 
Had  diiven  out  die  ungodly  from  his  eight, 
And  l}ie  habitations  of  the  just ;  to  him 
^lory  and  praise,  whose  wisdom  had  ordaia'd 
Good   out   of  evil   to  create,    instead 
Of  spirits  malign,  a  better  race  to  bring 
Into  their  vacant  room,  and  thence  diffuse 
His   good   to   worlds   and  ages   infinite. 

"  So  sang  iho  hiemrchies :  meanwhile,  the  Son 
On   his   great  expedition    now  oppeard. 
Girt  with  omnipotence,  with  mdiiince  crown'd 
Of  tnnjesty  divine;    sapience   and    love 
Immense,  and  all  bis  Father  in  him  shone. 
lAbout  Ilia  cliariot  numberless  were  poui'd. 
Cherub  and  seraph,  potentates  and  thrones, 
And  virtues,  winged  spirits,  and  chariots  wing'd 
Ftotn  ih'  armoury  of  God  ;  where  sland  of  old 
Myriads,  between  two  brawn  mountains  lodged, 
Ul^inat  a  solemn  day,  harness'd  at  hand. 
Celestial  ef|uipage ;  and  now  came  I'orth 
Hpontsneous,  for  within  them  spirit  lived, 
Attendant  ou  their  Lord  :  Heaven  open'd  wide 
Her  ever-during  gates,  hnrtnonious  sound, 
On    g^otden    ninges   moving,   to   let  forth 
Tlie    King  of  Glory,    in    his   powerful   Word 
And    Spirit   coming,  to   create   new   worlds. 
On  Iieavenly  ground  they  stood,  &  from  the  shore 
They  view'd  the  vast  immeasurable  abyss, 
^Outrageous  as  a  sea,  dark,  wastelid,  wild. 
Up  from  the  bottom  tnrn'd  by  furious  winds. 
And  surging  waves,  as  mountains,  to  Bssaull 
Heaven's  liighlh,  and  wilh  the  centre  mix  the  pole. 

"  'Silence.ye  troubled  waves  I  &  thou  deep,  peace. 
Said  then  the  omnific  Word,  '  your  discord  end. 
Nor  stay'd,  but  on   l\w   wings  of  cherubim 
Uplifted,    in    paternul    glory    rode 
Far  into  Chaos,  and  the  world  unborn  : 
For  Chaos  heard  his  voice  :  him  all  hia  train 
'Follow'd   in  bright  procession,  to   behold 
Creation,  and  the  wonders  of  his  might. 
Then  stay'd  the  fervid  wheels,  St  in  his  hand 
H«  look  tlie  golden  compasses,  prepared 
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In   Grod's  eternal  store,  to  crrcumacribe 

This  universe,  and  aU  created  things 

One  foot  he  centred,  and  the  other  turn  d 

Round,  through  the  vast  profundity  obscure 

And  said,  '  Thus  far  extend,  thus  far  thy  bounds  230 

This  be  thy  just  circumference,  O  world.' 

Thus  God  the  heaven  created,  thus  the  earth. 

Matter  unform'd  and  void:  darkness  profound 

CI>ver'd  the  abyss  :  but,  on  the  watery  calm» 

His  brooding  wings  the  Spirit  of  God  outspread,  235 

4nd  vital  virtue  infused,  and  vital  wannUi, 

Throughout  the  fluid  mass,  but  downward  purg'd 

The  black  tartareous  cold  infernal  dregs. 

Adverse  to  life :  then  founded,  then  conglobed 

Like  things  to  like,  the  rest  to  several  place  240 

Departed,   and   between   spun  out  the   air. 

And  earth,  self-balanced,  on  her  centre  hung. 

'* '  Let  there  be  light,'  said  God ;  &  forthwith  light 
Ethereal,  first  of  things,  quintessence  pure. 
Sprung  from  the  deep,  and,  from  her  native  east,  945 

To  journey  through  the  airy  gloom  began. 
Sphered  in  a  radiant  cloud,  for  yet  the  sun 
Was  not ;  she  in  a  cloudy  tabernacle 
Sojourned  the  while.  God  saw  the  light  was  good  ; 
And  light  from  darkness,  by  the  hemisphere  250 

Divided  :  liglit  the  day,  and  darkness  night 
He  named.  Thus  was  the  first  day  even  and  morn 
Nor   pass'd   uncelebrated,   nor  unsung, 
By  the  celestial  choirs,  when  orient  light 
Exhaling  first  from  darkness  they  beheld ;  255 

Birth-day  of  Heaven  and  earth ;  with  joy  and  shout 
The  hollow  universal  orb  they  fiU'd, 
And  touch*d  their  golden  harps,  &  hymning,  prais'd 
God  and  his  works,  Creator  him  they  sung. 
Both  when  first  evening  was,  and  when  first  morn.  260 

''  Again,  God  said,  *  Let  there  be  firmament 
Amid  the  waters,  and  let  it  divide 
The  waters  from  the  waters ;'  and  Grod  made 
The  firmament,  expanse  of  liquid,  pure. 
Transparent,  elemental  air,  diffused  365 

In   circuit,  to   the  uttermost  convex 
Of  this  great  round ;  partition  firm  and  sure. 
The  waters  underneath  from  those  above 
Dividing:  for  as  earth,  so  he  the  world. 
Built  on  circumfluous  waters  calm,  in  wide  270 

Crystalline  ocean,   and  the   loud   misrule 
Of  Chaos  farjpmoved,  lest  fierce  extremes, 


kmtiguoua.  migUt  diUenipei  Die  whole  Ciaoie  : 
And  Hectven  he  utim'iJ  tbe  lirin»in«nt ;  so  even 
And  morning  chonis  suag  tlio  second  day. 

"  The  eniih  was  fonn'd.  but  iu  ihe  womb  as  ; 
Of  waters,   embryon    imoiature  involved, 
Appear'd  not :    over   all    the    face  of  eartb 
Main  ocean  tlowd,  not  idle,  but  witli  warm 
ilific   liumour  softeuiug  all   her  globe. 

Fertnenled  the  great  mother  to  conceive, 
Batiaie  with  genial  moisture,  when  God  said, 
^  Be  gather'd  now  ye  waters  uniJei  Heaven 

[nio   one  place,  and  let  dry  land   appear.' 

nimediately  tbe  mountains  tiuge  appear. 
Emergent,  &  their  broad  bare  backs  uplieave 
Into  ihe  clouds,  their  tops  ascend  the  sky : 
60  liigh  as  heav'd  tlie  tumid  bills,  so  low 
'Down  sunk  u  holbw  bottom,  broad  and  deep, 
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thither    they 
itli  glad    precipitance,  uproll'd. 
1  dust  conglobing  from  the  dry : 
n  crystal  wall,  or  ridge  direct, 

jcli  flight  the  great  command  iiopress'd 
■  Bwitl  floods ;  as  armies  at  the  cidi 
Of  trumpet,  for  of  armies  tliou  hast  beard, 
Troop  to  their  standard,  so  the  watery  lluoog, 
Wavp  rolling  after  wave,  where  way  they  found ; 
ir  sl«ep,  with  torrent  rapture,  if  tlirougb  plain, 
^ofl-ebbing  ;  nor  withstood  them  rock  or  nill, 
jut  they,  or  under  ground,  or  circuit  wide 
WitJi  serpent  error  wandering,  found  ibeir  way. 
'  nd  on  the  wasliy  ooze  deep  channels  wore, 
asy,  ere  God  had  bid  the  ground  be  dry; 
All  but  within  those  bnnks,  where  rivers  now 
Stream,  and  perpetual  draw  their  humid  ti^in. 
The  dry  land,  earth,  and  the  great  receptacle 
Of  congregated,  waters,   be  call'd    seas ; 
And  saw  that  it  was  good  :  &  said, '  Let  the  earth 
Put  forth  the  verdant  grass,  herb  yielding  seed. 
And  Iruit-lree  yieldii^  fruit,  alUr  her  kind. 
Whose  seed    is  in  herself  upon    the  earth.' 
He  scarce  had  said,  when  the  bare  earth,  till  then 
J)e»en  and   bare,  unsightly,    unadorn'd, 
Broaght  forth  tlie  tender  grass,  wliose  verdure  clad 
Hex  unirersnl   face   wiih    pleasant   green; 

a  lierbs  of  every  leaf,  thai  sudden  flower'd, 
Opening  their  various  colours,  and  made  gay 
He*  bosom,  smelling  sweet :  &  these  scarce  blown. 
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Forth  flourished  thick  the  clustering  vine,  forth  crept       320 

The  smelling  gourd,  up  stood  the  corny  reed. 

Embattled  in  her  field ;  sind  the  humble  shniby 

And  bush  with  frizzled  hair  implicit:   lant 

Rose,  as  in  dance,  the  stately  trees,  and  spread 

Their  blossoms :  with  high  woods  the  hills  were  crowh*d ,     S25 

With  tufts  the  valleys,  and  each  fountain  side, 

With  borders  long  the  rivers ;  that  earth  now 

Seem'd  like  to  Heaven,  a  seat  where  Grods  might  dwell, 

Ojr  wander  with  delight,  and  love  to  haunt 

Her  sacred  shades :  though  God  had  yet  not  rain'd  390 

Upon  the  earth,  and  man  to  till  the  ground 

None  was ;  but  from  the  earth  a  dewy  mist 

Went  up,  and  watered  all  the  ground,  and  each, 

Plant  of  the  field,  which,  ere  it  was  in  the  earth, 

Grod  made,  and  every  herb,  before  it  grew  835 

On  the  green  stem ;  Ood  saw  that  it  was  good  : 

So  even  and  morn  recorded  the  third  day. 

"Again  the  Almighty  spake,  '  Let  there  be  lights. 
High  in  the  expanse  of  Heaven,  to  divide 
The  day  from  night ;  and  let  them  be  for  signs,  940 

For  seasons,  and  for  days,  and  circling  years; 
And  let  them  be  for  lights,  as  I  ordain 
Their  office,  in  the  firmament  of  Heaven, 
To  give  light  on  the  earth ;'  and  it  was  so. 
And  Grod  made  two  great  lights,  great  for  their  use  346 

To  man  ;  the  greater  to  have  rule  by  day, 
The  less  by  night,  altern  ;  and  made  the  stars, 
And  set  them  in  the  firmament  of  Heaven, 
To  illuminate  the  earth,  and  rule  the  day, 
In   their   vicissitude,   and  rule  the  night,  350 

And  light  from  darkness  to  divide.     Qod  saw 
Surveying  his  great  work,  that  it  was  good  : 
For  of  celestial   bodies   first  the  sun, 
A  mighty  sphere,  he  framed,  unlightsome  first, 
Tliough  of  ethereal  mould  :  then  form*d  the  moon  365 

Globose,   and   every   mat^nitude  of  stars, 
And  sow'd  with  stars  the  Heaven,  thick  as  a  field  : 
Of  light,  by  far  the   greater  part  he  took. 
Transplanted  from  her  cloudy  shrine,  and  placed 
In  the  sun's  orb,   made  porous  to  receive  360 

And    drink   the  liquid   light,   firm  to   retain 
Her  gather  d  beams,  great  palace  now  of  light. 
Hither,  as  to  their   fountain,  other   stars 
Repairing,  in  their  golden  urns   draw  light, 
And  hence  the  morning  planet  gilds  her  horns;  386 

By   tincture,  or   reflection,   they  augment 
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Their  small  peculiar,  Uiough  from  human  sight 

So  far  remote^   with  diminution  seen. 

First,  in  his  east,  the  glorious  lamp  was  seen. 

Regent  of  day,  and  all  the  horixon  round  370 

InTested  with  bright  rays,  jocund  to  run 

His  longitude  through  Heaven's  high  road ;  the  gray 

Dawn,  and  the  Pleiades  before  him  dancM, 

Shedding  sweet  influence :  less  bright  the  moon. 

But  oppositey  in  leveU*d  west  was  set,  375 

His  mirror,  with  full  face,  borrowing  her  light 

Fiom  him ;  for  other  light  she  needed  none, 

In  that  aspect,  and  stiU  that  distance  keeps 

Till  night ;  then  in  the  east  her  turn  she  shines 

Revolved  on  Heaven's  great  axle,  and  her  reign  3S0 

With  thousand  lesser  lights  dividual  holds, 

With  thousand  thousand  stars,  that  then  appear'd 

SjMuiglin^  the  hemisphere :  then,  first  adom*d 

With  their  bright  luminaries  that  set  and  rose. 

Glad  evening  &  glad  mom  crown'd  the  fourth  day.  385 

**  And  God  said, '  Let  the  waters  generate 
R^idle,  with  spawn  abundant,  living  soul; 
And  let  fowl  fly  above  the  earth,  with  wings 
Displayed  on  the  open  firmament  of  Heaven.' 
And  GJod  created  tne  great  whales,  and  each  390 

Soul  living,  each  that  crept,  which  plenteously 
The  waters  iterated   by  their  kinds. 
And  every  bird   of  wing  after  his  kind ; 
And  saw  that  it  was  eood,  &  bless'd  them,  saying, 
*  Be  fruitful,  multiply,  and  in  the  seas,  395 

And  lakes,  and  running  streams,  the  waters  fill ; 
And  let  the  fowl  be  multiply'd,  on  the  earth.' 
Forthwith  the  sounds  seas,  &  each  creek  and  bay. 
With  firy  innumerable  swarm,  and  shoals 
Of  fish,  that  with  their  fins  and  shining  scales  -100 

Glide  under  the  green  wave,  in  sculls  that  oft 
Bank  the  mid-sea :  part  single,  or  with  mate. 
Graze  the  sea-weed,  their  pasture,  &  through  groves 
Of  coral  stray ;  or  sporting,  with  quick  glance 
Show  to  the  sun  their  waved  coats  dropt  with  gold  ;         405 
Or,  in  their  pearly  shells  at  ease,  attend 
Moist  nutriment;  or  under  rocks,  their  food 
In  jointed  armour  watch.     On  smooth  the  seal. 
Add  bended  dolphins  play  :  part,  huge  of  bulk. 
Wallowing  unwieldy,  enormous  in  their  gait,  410 

Tempest  the  ocean :   there  leviathan, 
Hugest  of  living  creatures,  on   the  deep, 
Stretcli'd  like  a  promontory,  sleeps  or  swims, 
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And  seems   a  moving  land,  and  at  his  giDs 
Draws  in,  and  at  his  trunk  spouts  out,  a  sea,  415 

Meanwliile  the  tepid  caves,  and  fens,  and  shores. 
Their  brood  as  numerous  hatch,  from  the  egg,  that,  soon 
Bursting  with  kindly  rupture,  forth  disclosed 
Their  callow  young;  but  feather *d  soon,  and  fledge» 
Tliey  summ'd  their  pens,  &  soaring  the  air  sublime,  420 

With  clang  despised  the  ground,  under  a  cload 
In  prospect;  there  the  eagle  and  the  stork. 
On  cliffs  and  cedar  tops  their  eyries  build : 
Part  loosely  wing  the  region  ;  part  more  wise. 
In  common,  ranged  in  figure,  wedge  their  way,  425 

Intelligent  of  seasons,  and  set  (brth 
Their  siiry   caravan,  high  over  seas 
Flying,  and  over  lands,  with  mutual  wing 
;  Easing  their  flight ;  so  steers  the  prudent  crane 

i  Her  annual  voyage,  borne  on  winds ;  the  air  430 

I  Floats,  as  tliey  pass,  fann'd  with  unnumbered  plumes : 

I  From  branch  to  branch,  the  smaller  birds  with  song 

I  Solaced  the  woods,  and  spread  their  painted  wings. 

Till  even,  nor  then  the   solemn  nightingale 
Ceased  warbling,  but  all  night  tuned  her  soft  lays  :  ^35 

Others,   on  silver  lakes   and  rivers,  bathed 
Their  downy  breast ;  the  swan,  with  arched  neck 
I  Between  her  white  wings  mantling,  proudly  rows 

Her  state  with  oary  feet ;  yet  ofl  they  quit 
The  dank,  and,  rising  on  stiff  pinions,  tower  440 

The   mid   aerial  sky :  others  on   ground 
I  Walk*d  firm  :  the  crested  cock,  whose  clarion  sounds 

The  silent  hours,  and  the  other,  whose  gay  train 
Adorns  him,  colour'd  with  the  florid  hue 
Of  rainbows  and  starry  eyes.     The  waters  thus  446 

With  fish  replenished,  and  the  air  with  fowl, 
,  Evening  and  mom  solemnized  the  fifth  day. 

!  "  The  sixth,  and  of  creation  last,   arose 

With  evening  harps  and  matin ;  wlien  God  said, 
'  Let  the  earth  bring  forth  soul  living  in  her  kind,  450 

Cattle,  and  creeping  things,  and  beast  of  the  earth, 
;  Each  in  their  kind.'  The  earth  obey'd,  and  straight, 

I  Opening  her  fertile  womb,  teem'd  at  a  birth 

Innumerous   living  creatures,  perfect  forms, 
Liinb'd  and  full  grown  :  out  of  the  ground  up  rose,  ^55 

As  from  his  lair,  the  wild  beast,  where  he  wons 
j  In  forest  wild,  in   thicket,   brake,  or  den ; 

Among  the  trees  in  pairs  they  rose,  they  walk'd : 

The  cattle  in  the  fields  and  meadows  green ; 

Tliose  rare  tnd  solitary,  these  in  flocks  450 
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uturing  at  once,  and  in  broad  herds  up  apruug. 
[le  grouy  clods  now  calved ;  now  half  appear'd 
lie  tawny   lion,   pawing  to  f^et   free 
is  hinder  parts,  then  springs,  as  broke  Irom  bonds, 
And  rampant shalces  his  brinded  mane;  the  ounce. 
The   libbard,    and   the   tiger,    as   tlie   niole 
Rising,  the  crumbled  earth  above  tliem  tlirew 
'  Ir  hillocks  1  the  swill  stag,  frotn  under  ground, 
'  Bore  up  his  branching  head :  scarce  Trom  his  mould 
Behemoth,  biggest  bom  of  earth,  upheaved 
His  vastness  :  fleeced  the  flocks,  and  bleatiug,  rose 
As  plants  :  ambiguous  between  sea  and  land, 
Tlie  river  horse,   and  scaly   crocodile, 
t  once  came  fortli  whatever  creeps  the  ground, 
isect  or  worm;  those  waved  their  limber  fans, 
ur  wings,   and  smallest  lineaments   exact, 
I  all  the  liveries  deck'd  of  summer's  pride, 
Vith  spots  of  gold  and  purple,  azure  and  green  ' 
Hiese,  as  a  line,  their  long  dimensions  drew, 
breaking  the  ground  with  sinnuous  trace  ;  not  all 
Mininis  of  n.iture;  some  of  serpent  kind, 
Ponderous  in  length  and  corpulence,  involved 
Ffieir  snaky  folds,  and  added  wings.  First  crept 
Hie   parsimonious   emmet,   provident 
}r  future,  in  small  room  large  heart  enclosed, 
r*a(tern  of  just  e4uality   perhaps 
SereatW,  Join'd    in   her    popular   tribes 
)f  common^ty  ;  swarming  next  appear 'd 
!be  female  bee,  that  feeds  her  husband  drone 
>eliciously,  and  builds  her  wuxen  cell*, 
RTitli  honey  stored  :  The  rest  are  numberless, 
iad  tliou  their  natures  know'st,  and  gav'st  them  noi 
leedlesft  to  ihee  repeated  ;  nor  unknown 
!lie  serpent,  subtlest  beast  of  all  the  field, 
)    huge  extent  Bometiraeg,  with  braxen  eyes, 
iad    hairy    mane   tertific,  though  to  thee 
lot   noxious,  but  obedient   at   thy   call. 

'  Now  Heaven  in  all  her  glory  shone,  and  roU'd 
r  motions,  as  the  great  first  Mover's  hand 
?ir»t  wheel'd  their  course :  Earth,  in  her  rich  attire 
lonsurnmate  lovely,  smiled  ;  air.  water,  earth, 
lyrowl,  fish,  beast,  was  flown,  was  swum,  wuswalk'd, 
Frequent ;  and  of  the  sixth  day  yet  reraain'd. 
Xiiere  wanted  yet  the  master-work,  ilie  end 
or  all  yet  done:  a  creature,  who,  not  prone 
And  brute,  as  other  creatures,  but  eiidued 
With  sanctity   of  c«ason.  might  eiect 
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His  Stature,  and  upright,  with  front  serene. 

Govern  the  rest,  self-knowing,  and  from  thence 

Magnanimous,  to  correspond  with  Heaven ;  510 

But  grateful,  to  acknowledge  whence  his  good 

Descends;  thither,  with  heart,  and  voice,  and  eyes. 

Directed   in   devotion,   to  adore 

And  worship  God  supreme,  who  made  him  chief 

Of  all  his  works ;  therefore  the  Omnipotent  515 

Eternal   Father,   for  where  is  not  he 

Present?  thus  to  his  Son  audibly  spake. 

**  *  Let  us  make  now  Man  in  our  image,  Man 
In  our  similitude;   and  let  them  rule 
Over  the  fish,  and  fowl,   of  sea  and  air,  520 

Beast  of  the  field,  and  over  all  the  earth. 
And  every  creeping  thing  that  creeps  the  ground/ 
This  said,  he  form'd  thee,  Adam,  thee,  O  Man ! 
Dust  of  the  ground,  and  in  thy  nostrils  breathed 
The  breath  of  life ;  in  his  own  image  he  525 

Created   thee,   in  the  image  of  Gk>d 
Express,  and  thou  becamest  a  living  soul. 
Male  he  created  thee ;  but  thy  consort 
Female,  for  race ;  then  blessed  mankind,  St  said. 
Be  fruitful,  multiply,  and  fill  the  earth;  '    5iO 

Subdue  it,  and  throughout  dominion  hold. 
Over  fish  of  the  sea,  and  fowl  of  the  air. 
And  every  living  thing  that  moves  on  the  earth. 
Wherever   thus   created,   for   no   place 
Is  yet  distinct  by  name.   Thence,  as  thou  know*st,         535 
He  brought  thee  into  this  delicious  grove. 
This  garden,  planted  with  the  trees  of  God, 
Delectable  both  to  behold   and   taste; 
And  freely  all  their  pleasant  fruit  for  food 
Gave  thee ;  all  sorts  are  here  that  all  the  earth  yields  340 
Variety  wi  Aout  end ;  but  of  the  tree. 
Which  tasted,  works  knowledge  of  good  and  evil. 
Thou  may*st  not ;  in  the  day  thou  eat'st,  thou  diest : 
Death  is  the   penalty  imposed;  beware. 
And   govern  well  thy  appetite,   lest  Sin  545 

Surprise  thee,  and  her  black  attendant  Death. 

'*  Here  finish*d  he ;  and  all  that  he  had  made 
View'd,  and  behold  all  was  entirely  good ; 
So  even  and  mom  accomplish'd  the  sixth  day : 
Yet  not  till  the  Creator,  from  his  work  550 

Desisting,  though  unwearied,  up  return'd. 
Up  to  the  Heaven  of  Heavens,  his  high  abode, 
Tlience  to  behold  this  new-created  world, 
The  addition  of  his  empire,  how  it  show'd 
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In  prospect  from  his  throne,  how  good,  how  fair,  555 

Answering  his   great  idea.     Up   he   rode, 
FoUow'd  with  acclamation,  and  the  sound, 
Symphonious,  of  ten  thousand  harps,  that  tuned 
Angelic  harmonies :  the  earth,   the  air 
Resounded ;  thou  remember*st,  for  thou  heardst ;  560 

The  Heavens,  and  all  the  constellations  rung, 
Tlie  planets  in  their  stations  listening  stood. 
While  the  bright  pomp  ascended  jubilant. 
*  Open,  ye  everlasting  gates,'  they  sung ; 
Open,  ye  Heavens,  your  living  doors ;  let  in  565 

The  great  Creator,  from  his  work  return  *d 
Magnificent — his  six  days'  work,  a  world; 
Open,  and  henceforth  oft;  for  Grod  will  deign 
To  visit  ofl  the  dwellings  of  just  men. 
Delighted ;  and  with  frequent  intercourse,  570 

Thither  will  send  his  wmged  messengers, 
On  errands  of  supernal  grace.'     So  sung 
the  glorious  train  ascending :  he  through  Heaven, 
That  open'd  wide  her  blazing  portals,  led 
To  God's  eternal  house,  durect  the   way,  575 

A  broad  and  ample  road,  whose  dust  is  gold. 
And  pavement  stars,  as  stars  to  thee  appear, 
Seen   in  the   galaxy,   that   milky   way, 
Which  nightly,  as  a  circling  zone  thou  seest, 
Powder'd  witn  stars.  And  now  on  earth  the  seventh         580 
Evening  arose   in   Eden,   for  the   sun 
Was  set,  and  twilight  from  the  east  cume  on 
Forerunning  nieht ;  when,  at  the  ]v)ly  moun 
Of  Heaven's  high-seated  top,  the  imperial  throne 
Of  Godhead,  fix*d  for  ever  firm  and  sure,  585 

The  Filial  Power  arrived,  and  sat  him  down 
With  his  great  Father ;  for  he  also  went 
Inrisible,  yet  stay'd,  such  privilege 
Hath  Ommpresence,  and  the  work  ordain'd. 
Author  and  end  of  all  things ;  and  from  work  590 

Now  resting,  bless'd  and  hallow 'd  the  seventh  day, 
As  resting  on  that  day  from  all  his  work; 
But  not  in   silence   holy   kept:   the  harp 
Had  work,  and  rested  not,  the  solemn  pipe, 
And  dulcimer,  all  organs  of  sweet  stop,  595 

All  sounds  on  fret,  by  string  or  golden  wire, 
Temper'd  soft  tunings,  intermix *d  with  voice, 
Chontl   or  unison :    of  incense  clouds. 
Fuming  from  golden  censers,  hid  the  mount. 
Creation,  and  the  six  days'  acts,  they  sung :  600 

'*  *  Great  are  thy  works,  Jehovah  !   infinite 
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Thy  pow*r !  what  thought  can  measure  thee,  or  tongue 
Relate  thee  ?  greater  now  in  thy  return, 
Than  from  the  giant  angels ;  thee  that  day 
Thy   thunders  magnified;    but  to  create,  605 

Is  greater  than  created  to  destroy. 
Who  can  impair  thee,  mighty  King,  or  bouno 
Thy  empire  ?  easily  the  proud  attempt 
Of  Spirits  apostate,  and  tneir  counsels  ?aio. 
Thou  hast  repeli'dy  while  impiously  they  thought  610 

Thee  to  diminish,  and  from  thee  withdraw 
The  number  of  thy  worshippers.  Who  seeks 
To  lessen  thee,  against  his  purpose,  serves 
To  manifest  the  more  thy  might :  his  evil 
Thou  usest,  &  from  thence  createst  more  good.  615 

Witness  this  new-made  world,  another  Heaven^ 
From  Heaven-gate  not  far,  founded  in  view 
On  the  clear  hyaline,  the  glassy  sea; 
Of  amplitude  almost  immense,  with  stars 
Numerous,  and  every  star  perhaps  a  world  620 

Of  destined  habitation  ;  but  thou  know'st 
Their  seasons  :  among  these  the  seat  of  men, 
Earth  with  her  nether  ocean  circumAised, 
Their  pleasant  dwelling-place.  Thrice  happy  men, 
And  sons  of  men,  whom  God  hath  tlius  advanced,  625 

Created   in   his  image,  there  to  dwell, 
And  worship  him,  and  in  reward  to  rule 
Over  his  works,  on  earth,  in  sea,  or  air, 
And   multiply   a   race  of  worshippers. 
Holy  and  just :  thrice  ^ppy,  if  they  know  630 

Their  happiness,  and  persevere  upright.' 
**  So  sung  they,  and  the  empyrean  rung 
With  hallelujahs  :  Thus  was  sabbath  kept. 
And  thy  request  think  now  fiilfiird,  that  ask'd. 
How  first  this  world  and  iace  of  things  began,  685 

And  what  before  thy  memory  was  done. 
From  the  beginning,  that  posterity, 
Inform'd  by  thee,  might  know ;  if  else  thou  seek'st 
Ought,  not  surpassing  human  measure,  say.'' 
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BOOK   VIII. 


THE   ARGUMENT. 

Adam  enquires  concerning  celestial  motions,  Is  doubtftilly  i 
and  exhorted  to  searcb  rather  things  more  worthy  of  knovrledfe  i 
Adam  assents ;  and  still  desirous  to  detain  Baphael,  relatea  to  hia 
what  he  remembered  since  his  own  creation }  his  placing  In  Para- 
dlse,  his  talk  with  God  concerning  solitude  and  fit  society,  hb  first 
meeting  and  nuptials  with  Kre ;  his  discourse  with  the  Angd 
•ipon }  who,  after  admuiiltiuns  repeated,  departs. 
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XuE  Angel  ended;  and  in  Adam's  ear 
So  charming  left  his  voice,  that  he  awhile 
Tliought  him  still  speaking,  still  stood  fix'd  to  hear ; 
Tlien,  as  new- waked,  thus  gratefully  replied. 

*'  What  thanks  sufficient,  or  what  recompense  5 

Equaly  have  I  to  render  thee,  divine 
Historian,  who  thus  largely  hast  allay 'd 
The  thirst  I  had  of  knowleage^  &  vouchsafed 
This  friendly  condescension,   to   relate 
Things  else  by  me  unsearchable,  now  heard  10 

With  wonder,  but  delight,  and,  as  is  due, 
With  glory  attributed   to  the  high 
Creator?  Something  yet  of  doubt  remains. 
Which  onhr  thy  solution  can   resolve. 
When  I  benold  this  goodly  frame,  this  world,  15 

Of  Heaven  &  Earth  consisting,  and  compute 
Their  magnitudes,  this  earth,  a  spot,  a  grain, 
An  atom,  with  the  firmament  compared, 
And  all  her  numberM  stars,  that  seem  to  roll 
Spaces  incomprehensible,   for  such  20 

Their  distance  argues,  and  their  swift  return 
Diurnal,  merely  to  officiate  light 
Round  this  opacous  earth,  this  punctual  spot. 
One  day  and  night,  in  all  their  vast  survey 
Useless  besides ;  reasoning,  I  oft  admire,        ^  26 

How  nature,  wise  and  frugal,  could  commit 
Such  disproportions,  with  superfluous  hand 
So   many   nobler   bodies  to   create, 
Greater   so    manifold,   to  this    one   use, 
For  ought  appears,  and  on  their  orbs  impose  SO 

Such  restless  revolution,   day  by  day 
Repeated;    while  the  sedentary   earth, 
That  better  might  with  far  less  compass  moye^ 
Served  by  more  noble  than  herself,  attains 
Her  end  without  least  motion,  and  receives,  35 

As  tribute,  such  a  sumless  journey  brought 
Of  incorporeal  speed,  her  warmth  and  light ; 
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Speed,  to  describe  whose  dwiflness  number  fails.* 
So  spake  our  sire,  and  by  his  coantenance  seemed 
Entering  on  studious  thoughts  abstruse ;  which  Eve  40 

Perceiving,  where  she  sat  retired   in  sight, 
With  lowliness  majestic  from  her  seat, 
And  grace  that  won  who  saw  to  wish  her  stay. 
Rose,  and  went  fortli  among  her  fruits  and  flowers. 
To  visit  how  they  prosper'd,  bud  and  bloom,  45 

Her  nursery :  they  at   her  coming  sprung, 
And  touched  by  her  fair  tendance,  gladlier  grew 
Yet  went  she  not,  as  not  with  sudi  discourse 
Delighted,   or  not  capable  her  ear 
Of  what  was  high  :  such  pleasure  she  reserved,  50 

Adam  relating,   she  sole  auditress ; 
Her  husband   the   relator  she  preferr'd 
Before  the   Angel,   and   of  him   to  ask 
Chose  rather ;  he,  she  knew,  would  intermix 
Grateful  digressions,  and  solve  high  dispute  55 

With   conjugal  caresses ;    from  his  Up 
Not  words  alone  pleas*d  her.   O  when  meet  now 
Such  pairs,  in  love  and  mutual  honour  joined  ? 
With  goddess-like  demeanour  forth  she  went. 
Not   unattended,  for  on   her,  as  queen,  tiO 

A   pomp  of  winning  graces   waited  still. 
And,  from   about  her,  shot  darts  of  desire 
Into   all  eyes,    to   wish   her  still   in   sight. 
And  Raphael  now,  to  Adam's  doubt  proposed. 
Benevolent   and   facile,   thus   replied.  63 

"  To  ask,  or  search  1  blame  thee  not,  for  Hearen 
Is  as  the   book  of  God   before  thee  set. 
Wherein  to  read  his  wondrous  works,  and  learn 
His  seasons,  hours,  or  days,  or  months,  or  years : 
This  to  attain,  whether  Heaven  move,  or  Earth,  70 

Imports  not,  or  if  thou  reckon  right ;  the  rest, 
From  man  or  angel,  the  great  Architect 
Did  wisely  to  conceal,  and  not  divulge 
His  secrets,  to  be  scann'd  by  tliem,  who  ought 
Rather   admire :    or,   if  they   list  to  try  75 

Conjecture,  he  his  fabric  of  the  Hearens 
Hath  lefl  to  their  disputes,  perliaps  to  move 
His  laughter,  at  their  quaint  opinions  wide. 
Hereafter,  when  they  come  to  model  Heaven, 
And  calculate  the  stars,  how  they  will  wield  TO 

The  mighty  frame,  how  build,  unbuild,  contrive 
To  save  appearances,  how  gird   the  sphere. 
With  centric  and  eccentric   scribbled   o*er. 
Cycle   and   epicycle,   orb   in   orb. 


Already    by   thy  reasoning  ih'it   I   guess, 
Who  art  to  kail  thy  oftiipring',  and  supposest, 

Khat  bodies  briglit  and  gteateT  should  not  serve 
Iw  less,  not  bright;  nor  Heaven  such  journies  run, 
Eartl.  silling  still,  vUea  she  alone  receives 
Tlie   benetit.     Consider  first,   that  great 
Or  bright  infers  not  excellence:  the  Earth, 
-Though  b  comparison  of  Heuven  so  small, 
Vor  glisleriag,  may,  of  solid  good,  contain 
Uore  plenty  than  the  sun,  that  barren  shines. 
Whose  virtue  on  itseir  works   no   eSect, 
But  in  the  fruitiul  earth;  there  first  received, 
^is  beams,  unactive  else,  their  vigour  find. 
Yet  not  10  earth  are  those  bright  luminaries 
Officious,  but  to  tliee,  earth's   habitant. 
And  for  the  Heaven's  wide  circuit,  let  it  spealc 
The  Maker's  high  magnificence,  who  built 
So  spacious,  ftnd  his  line  stretch'd  out  so  far. 
That  man  may  know  he  dwells  not  in  his  own  : 
Aa  ediiice   too    large  for   him    to  fill, 
Lodg'd  in   a   small  parlition,  and    the   test 
Ordiun'd  for  uses  to  his  Lord  best  known. 
The   swidness  of  those   citcles  attribute, 
Tltough   numberless,   to   his   omnipotence. 
That  to  corporeal  subsUnces  could  add 
Speed  almost  spiritual:  methou  think 'st  not  slow, 
Who,  sioce  the  moroiug  hour,  set  out  from  Heaven 
(Where  God  resides,  and  ere  mid-day  arrived 
In    Eden :    distance  inexpressible. 
By  numbers  that  have  niime.     But  this  1  urge, 
Admitting  motion  in  the  Heaveos,  to  show 
Invalid  that,  which  thee  to  doubt  it  moved  ; 
,Not  that  1  so  affirm,  though  so  it  seem 
To  ihee,  who  hast  thy  dwelling  here  on  earth. 
God,  to  remove  his  ways  from  human  sense. 
Placed  Heaven  from  Earlh  so  far,  that  earthly  aight. 
If  it  presume,  might  err  in  things  too  high, 
And  no  advantage  gain.     What  if  the  sun 
Be   centre   to  the    world,   and  other   stars, 
B^  lib  attractive   virtue   and   their  own 
Incited,  dance   about  him   various  rounds? 
Their  wandering  course  now  high,  now  low,  then  hid, 
Piogrewive,   retrograde,  or  standing  still, 
In  six  thou  seest ;  and  what  if  seventh  to  Uiese 
Tlie  planet  earth,  so  steadfast  though  she  seem. 
Insensibly   three  di^rent  motions   mov«7 
Winch  else  to  several  spheres  thou  must  asoiibe. 
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Moved  contrary  with   thwart  obliquities; 

Or  save  the  sun  his  labour,  and  that  swift 

Nocturnal  and  diuraal  rhomb  supposed. 

Invisible  else  above  all  stars,  the  wheel  185 

Of  day  and  night;  which  needs  not  thy  belief, 

If  earth,   industrious,  of  herself  fetch  day 

Travelling  east,   and   with  her  part  averse 

From  the  sun's  beam  meet  night,  her  other  part 

Still  luminous  by  his  ray.     What  if  that  light,  140 

Sent  from  her,  through  the  wide  conspicuous  air, 

To  the  terrestrial  moon,  be  as  a  star. 

Enlightening  her  by  day,  as  she  by  night 

This  earth?  reciprocal,  if  land  be  tnere. 

Fields  and  inhabitants  :  her  spots  thou  seest  145 

As  clouds ;  &  clouds  may  rain,  &  rain  produce 

Fruits  in  her  soflen'd  soil,  for  some  to  eat. 

Allotted  there ;  and  other  suns,  perhaps, 

With  their  attendant  moons,  thou  wilt  descry. 

Communicating  male  and   female  light;  160 

Which  two  great  sexes  animate  the  world,  ' 

Stored  in  each  orb  perhaps  with  some  that  live. 

For  such  vast  room  in  nature,  unposscss'd 

By  living  soul,    desert   and    desolate, 

Only  to   shine,   yet  scarce  to  contribute  155 

Each  orb  a  glimpse  of  light,  convey 'd  so  far 

Down  to   this  habitable,   which  returns 

Light  back  to  them,  is  obvious  to  dispute. 

But  whether  thus  these  things,  or  whether  not, 

Whether  the  sun,  predominant  in  Heaven,  160 

Rise  on  the  earth,  or  earth  rise  on  the  sun; 

He  from  the  east  Ins  flaming  road  begin. 

Or  she  from  west  her  silent  course  advance, 

With  inoffensive  pace,  that  spinning  sleeps 

On  her  soil  axle,   while  she  paces  even,  165 

And  bears  the  sofl  with  the  smooth  air  along. 

Solicit  not  thy  thoughts ;   with  matters  hid, 

Leave  them  to  God  al)ove;  him  serve  and  fear; 

Of  other  creatures,   as  him  pleases  best. 

Wherever  placed,  let  him  dispose.     Joy  thou  170 

In   what   he    gives    to    thee,    this  Paradise, 

And  thy  fair  Eve ;  Heaven  is  for  thee  too  high, 

To  know  what  passes  there ;  be  lowly  wise : 

Think  only  what  concerns  thee  and  thy  being ; 

Dream  not  of  other  worlds,  what  creatures  there  1 75 

Live,  in  what  state,  condition,  or  degree ; 

Contented  that  thus  far  hath  been  reveal'd, 

Not  of  Earth  only,  but  of  highest  Heaven/' 


\ 

\ 


PAUADlSJi    LOST.  173 

To  whom  thus  Adam,  clear'd  of  doubt,  replied. 
*'  How  fully  hast  thou  satisfied  me,  pure  180 

Intelligence  of  Heaven^   Angel  serene, 
Andy  freed  from  intricacies,  taueht  to  live 
The  easiest  way ;  nor  with  perplexing  thoughts 
To  interrupt  the  sweet  or  life,  from  which 
God  hath  bid  dwell  far  off  all  anxious  cares,  185 

And  not  molest  us,  unless  we  ourselves 
Seek  them  with  wandering  thoughts,  &  notions  vain. 
But  apt  the  mind  or  fancy  is  to  rove 
Uncheck'd,   and  of  her  roving  is  no  end; 
Till  wam'd,  or  by  experience  taught,  she  learns,  190 

That  not  to  know  at  large  of  things  remote 
From  use,  obscure,  and  subtle,  but  to  know 
That  which  before  us  lies  in  daily  hfe. 
Is  the  prime  wisdom ;  what  is  more  is  fume 
Or  emptiness,  or  fond  impertinence,  195 

And  renders  us,  in  things  that  most  concern, 
Unpractised,  unprepared,  and  still  to  seek. 
Tlierefore,  from  this  high  pitch,  let  us  descend 
A  lower  flight,  and  speak  of  things  at  hand, 
Useful ;   whence,   haply  mention   may   arise  200 

Of  something  not  unreasonable  to  ask, 
By  sufierance,  and  thy  wonted  favour  deign'd, 
*'  Thee  I  have  beard,  relating  what  was  done 
Ere  my  remembrance :  now  hear  me  relate 
My  story,  which  perhaps  thou  bast  not  heard,  205 

And  day  is  not  yet  spent ;  till  then,  thou  seest 
How  subtly  to  detain  thee  I  devise. 
Inviting  thee  to   hear  while   I  relate ; 
Fond,  were  it  not  in   hope  of  thy  reply ; 
For  while  I  sit  with  thee,  I  seem  in  Heaven ;  210 

And  sweeter  tliy  discourse  is  to  my  ear 
Than  fruits  of  palm-tree,  pleasantest  to  thirst 
And  hunger  both,  from  labour,  at  the  houi 
Of  sweet  repast ;  they  satiate,  and  soon  fill. 
Though  pleasant ;  but  thy  words,  with  grace  divine  215 

Imbued,  bring  to  their  sweetness  no  satiety." 

To  whom  thus  Raphael  answered,  heavenly  meek. 
*'  Nor  are  thy  lips  ungraceful,  sire  of  men, 
Nor  tongue  ineloquent;   for  God  on  thee 
Abundantly  his  gifts  hath   also  pour'd,  220 

Inward   and  outward  both,   his  image  fair : 
Speaking  or  mute,  all  comeliness  and  grace 
Attends  thee,  and  each  word,  each  motion  forms ; 
Nor  less  think  we  in  Heaven  of  thee  on  Earth, 
Than   of  our  fellow-servant,   and   inquire  225 
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Gladly   into  the  ways  of  Grod   with  man: 

For  Uod,  we  see,  hath  honoured  thee,  and  let 

On  man  his  equal  lore.     Say  therefore  on; 

For  I  that  day  was  absent,   as  befel. 

Bound  on  a  voyage  uncouth,  and  obscure,  230 

Far  on  excursion  toward  the  gates  of  Hell, 

Squared  in  full  legion  ;  such  command  we  had, 

To  see  that  none  thence  issued  forth  a  spy. 

Or  enemy,  while  Qod  was  in  his  work, 

Lest  he,  incensed  at  such  eruption  bold,  255 

Destruction  with  creation  might  have  mix*d. 

Not  that  they  durst,  without  his  leave,  attempt ; 

But  us  he  sends  upon  his  high   behests 

For  state,  as  sovereign  Eang,  and  to  inure 

Our  prompt  obedience.  Fast  we  found,  fast  shut  240 

The  dismal  gates,  and  barricado'd  strong; 

But,  long  ere  our  approaching,  heard  within 

Noise,  other  than  the  sound  of  dance  or  song, 

Torment,  and  loud  lament,  and  furious  rage. 

Glad  we  returned  up  to  tlie  coasts  of  light,  245 ' 

Ere  sabbath  evening :  so  we  had  in  charge. 

But  thy  relation  now ;  for  I  attend,  ' 

Pleased  with  thy  words  no  less  than  thou  with  mine.** 

So  spake  the  Godlike  Power ;  &  thus  our  sire. 
"For  man  to  tell  how  human   life  began  250 

Is  hard ;   for  who  himself  beginning  knew  ? 
Desire  with  thee  still   longer  to   converse 
Induced  me.  As  new  waked  from  soundest  sleep, 
Soft  on  the  flowery  herb  I  found  me  laid, 
In  balmy  sweat,  which  with  his  beams  the  sun  255 

Soon  dried,  and  on  the  reeking  moisture  fed. 
Straight  toward  Heaven  my  wond'ring  eyeslturn'd. 
And  gazed  awhile  the  ample  sky ;  till  raised 
By  quick   instinctive   motion,   np  I  sprung, 
As  thitherward  endeavouring,   and   upright  200 

Stood  on  my  feet :  about  me  round  I  saw 
Hill,  dale,  and  shady  woods,  and  sunny  plains, 
And  liquid  lapse  of  murmuring  streams ;  by  these. 
Creatures  that  lived,  and  moved,  &  walked,  or  flew ; 
Birds  on  the  branches  warbling ;  all  things  smiled ;  26d 

With  fragrance,  and  with  joy  my  heart  o'erflow'd. 
Myself  I  then  perused,  and  limb  by  limb 
Surveyed ;  Sd  sometimes  went,  &  sometimes  ran 
With  supple  joints,   and   lively  vigour  led ; 
But  who  I  was,  or  where,  or  from  what  cause,  270 

Knew  not ;  to  speak  I  tried,  &  forthwith  spake ; 
My  tongue  obey'd,  and  readily  could  name 
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Whate'er  I  saw.  .*  Thou  Sun/  said  I,  '  fair  light, 

And  thou  enlighten'd  Earth,  so  fresh  and  g^y, 

Ye  hilb,  and  dales,  ve  rivers,  woods,  and  plains,  275 

And  ye  that  live  and  move,  &ir  creatures,  tell. 

Tell,  if  ye  saw,  how  came  I  thus,  how  here  ? 

Not  of  myself;  by  scnne  great  Maker  then, 

In   goodness  and  m  power  pre-eminent; 

Tell  me  how  I  may  know  him,  how  adore,  280 

From  whom  I  have  that  thus  I  move  and  live, 

And  feel  that  I  am  happier  than  I  know.' 

While  thus  I  call'd,  &  stray'd,  I  knew  not  whither, 

From  where  I  first  drew  air,  and  first  beheld 

This  happy  light,  when  answer  none  returned,  285 

On  a  green  shady  bank,  profuse  of  flowers, 

Pensive  I  sat  me  down  *  tliere  gentle  sleep 

First  found  me,  and  witli  soft  oppression  seized 

My  drowsed  sense,  untroubled,  though  I  thought 

I  then  was  passing  to  my  former  state,  290 

Insensible,   and  forthwith  to  dissolve; 

When  suddenly  stood  at  my  head  a  dream. 

Whose  inward  apparition  gently  moved 

My  fancy,  to  believe  I  yet  had ^  being. 

And  lived.  One  came,  methought,  of  shape  divine,  295 

And  said, '  Thy  mansion  wants  thee,  Adam;  rise. 

First  man,  of  men  innumerable  ordain'd 

First  father ;  call'd  by  thee,  I  come,  thy  guide 

To  the  garden  of  bliss,  thy  seat  prepared.' 

So  saying,  by  the  hand  he  took  me,  raised,  300 

And  over  fields  and  waters,  as  in  air. 

Smooth  sliding,  without  step,  last  led  me  up 

A  woody  mountain,  whose  high  top  was  plain, 

A  circuit  wide,  enclosed,  with  goodliest  trees 

Planted,  with  walks,  and  bowers  ;  that  what  I  saw  305 

Of  earth  before  scarce  pleasant  seem'd.  Each  tree 

Loaden  with  fairest  fruit,  that  hung  to  the  eye 

Tempting,  stirr'd  in   me  sudden  appetite 

To  pluck  and  eat :  whereat  I  wak'd,  Sc  found 

Before  mine  eyes  all  real,  as  the  dream  310 

Had  lively  shaclow'd.     Here  had  new  begun 

My  wandering,  had  not  he,  who  was  my  guide 

Up  hither,  from  among  the  trees  appear'd, 

Presence  divine.     Rejoicing,  but  with  awe. 

In  adoration  at  his  feet  I  fell,  Z\& 

Submiss :  he  rear'd  me  &^  *  whom  thou  sough  t'st  I  am,* 

Said,  mildly ;  '  Author  of  all  this  thou  seest. 

Above,  or  round  about  thee,  or  beneath 

This  Paradise  I  give  thee,  count  it  thine. 
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To  till  and  keep,  and  of  the  fruit  to  eat  -  320 

Of  every  tree,  that  in  the  garden  grows. 

Eat  freely,  with  glad  heart ;  fear  here  no  dearth 

But  of  the  tree,  whose  operation  brings 

Knowledge  of  good  and  ill,  which  1  have  set. 

The  pledge  of  thy  obedience  and  thy  faith,  825 

Amid  the   garden,   by  the  tree  of  life. 

Remember  what  I  warn  thee ;  shun  to  taste, 

And  shun  the  bitter  consequence  :  for  know, 

The  day  thou  eat'st  thereof,  my  sole  command 

Transgress'd,   inevitably  thou  shalt  die,  830 

From  that  day  mortal,  and  this  happy  state 

Shalt  lose,  expelFd  from  hence,  into  a  world 

Of  wo  and  sorrow.'  Sternly  he  pronounced 

The   rigid   interdiction,   which   resounds 

Yet  dreadful  in  mine  ear,  though  in  my  choice  335 

Not  to  incur;  but  soon  his  clear  aspect 

Retum'd,  and  gracious  purpose  thus  renew'd. 

'  Not  only  these  fair  bounds,  but  all  the  earth. 

To  thee  and  to  thy  race,  I  give;  as  lords 

Possess  it,  and  all  things  that  therein  live,  340 

Or  live  in  sea,  or  air,  beast,  fish,  and  fowl. 

In  sign  whereof,  each  bird  and  beast  behold. 

After   their  kinds ;   I  bring  them  to  receive 

From  thee  their  names,  and  pay  thee  fealty, 

With  low   subjection ;  understand   the   same  345 

Of  fish,   within   their  watery   residence. 

Not  hither  summoned,  since  they  cannot  change 

Their   element   to  draw   the   thinner  air.' 

As  thus  he  spake,  each  bird  and  beast  behold. 

Approaching  two  and  two ;  these  cowering  low,  350 

With  blandishment,  each  bird  stoop*d  on  his  wing. 

I  named  them,  as  they  pass'd,  and  understood 

Their  nature ;  with  such  knowledge  God  endued 

My  sudden   apprehension :  but,   in  these, 

I  found  not  what  methought  I  wanted  still ;  355 

And  to  the  Heavenly  Vision  thus  presumed  : 

'* '  O  by  what  name,  for  thou,  above  all  these, 
Above  mankind,  or  aught  than  mankind  higher, 
Surpassest  far   my   naming,   how   may  I 
Adore   thee,  Author  of  this  universe,  3aO 

And  all  this  good  to  man  ?  for  whose  well  being, 
So   amply,   and   with   hands  so   liberal. 
Thou  hast  provided   all  things ;  but  with  me 
I  see   not   who  partakes.     In   solitude, 
What  happiness,  who  can  enjoy  alone;  365 

Or,  all  enjoying,  what  contentment  find  V 
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Thus  I,  presumptuous;  and  the  vision  bright, 
As  with  a  smile  more  brici^hten*d,  thus  replied. 

**  *  What  call*8t  thou  solitude  ?  is  not  the  earth 
With  various  living  creatures,  and  the  air  870 

Replenish *d,  and  all  these,  at  thy  command, 
To  come  &  play  before  thee  ?  know*st  thou  not 
Their  language,  and  their  ways  ?  they  also  know, 
And  -reason  not  contemptibly ;  with  these 
Find  pastime,  and  bear  rule ;  thy  realm  is  large/  375 

So  spake  the  universal  Lord,  and  seem*d 
So  ordering ;  I,  with  leave  of  speech  implored 
And  humble  deprecation,  thus  replied : 

"  *  Let  not  my  words  offend  thee,  heavenly  Power, 
My  Maker,  be  propitious  while  I  speak.  380 

Hast  thou  not  made  me  here  thy  substitute, 
And  these  inferior  far  beneath  me  set? 
Among  unequals,  what  society 
Can  sort,  what  harmony ,  or  true  delight? 
Which  must  be  mutual,  in  proportion  due  38^ 

Given,  and  received ;   but  in  aisparity, 
The  one  intense,  the  other  still  remiss. 
Cannot  well  suit  with  either,  but  soon  prove 
Tedious  alike.     Of  fellowship  I  speak, 
Such  as  I  seek,  fit  to  participate  390 

All  rational  delight,  wherem  the  brute 
Cannot  be  human  consort:  they  rejoice 
Each  with  their  kind,  lion  and  lioness; 
So  fitly  them  in  pairs  thou  hast  combined ; 
Much  less  can  bird  with  beast ,  or  fish  with  fowl,  395 

So  well  converse,  nor  with  the  ox  the  ape  : 
Worse  then  can  man  with  beast.  Si  least  of  all/ 
Whereto  the  Almighty  answer*d,  not  displeas'd. 

'* '  A  nice  and  subtle  happiness,  I  see, 
Thou  to  thyself  proposest,  in  the  choice  400 

Of  thy  associates,  Adam,  and  wilt  taste 
No  pleasure,  though  in  pleasure,  solitary. 
What  think'st  thou  then  of  me,  Si  this  my  state  ? 
Seem  I  to  thee  sufficiently  possess'd 
Of  happiness,  or  not?  who  am  alone,  405 

From  all  eternity;   for  none  I   know 
Second   to  me,  or  like,  equal  much  less. 
How  have  I  then  with  whom  to  hold  converse, 
Save  with  the  creatures  which  I  made,  &  those 
To  me  inferior,  mfinite  descents  410 

Beneath  what  other  creatures  are  to  thee?' 

'V  He  ceased,  I  lowly  answer'd.     '  To  attain 
The  height  and  depth  of  thy  eternal  ways, 
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All  human  thoughts  come  short,  Supreme  of  things ; 

Thou  in  thyself  art  perfect,  and  in   thee  415 

Is  no   deficience  found  ;  not  so  is   Man, 

But  in   degree,   the  cause  of  his  desire. 

By   conversation  with  his  like,  to  help 

Or  solace  his  defects.     No  need  that  tnou 

Shouldst  propagate,   already   infinite,  4 20 

And  through  all  numbers  absolute,  though  one; 

But  Man  by  number  is  to  manifest 

His  single  imperfection,  and  beget 

Like  of  his  like,  his  image  multiplied. 

In  unity  defective ;   which  requires  425 

Collateral  love,  and  dearest  amity. 

Thou  in  thy  secresy,  although  alone. 

Best  with  thyself  accompanied,  seek'st  not 

Social  communication ;  yet,  so  pleased, 

Canst  raise  thy  creature  to  what  height  thou  wilt  430 

Of  union  or  communion,  deify 'd ; 

I,  by  conversing,  cannot  these  erect 

From  prone,  nor  in  their  ways  complacence  find/ 

Thus  I  embolden'd  spake,  and  freedom  used, 

Permissive,  and  acceptance  found ;  which  gain'd  43q. 

This  answer  from  the  gracious  voice  divine : 

"  *  Thus  far  to  try  thee,  Adam,  I  was  pleased. 
And  find  thee  knowing,  not  of  beasts  alone, 
Which  thou  hast  rightly  named,  but  of  thyself. 
Expressing  well  the  spirit  within  thee,  nree,  440 

My  image,  not  imparted  to  the  brute. 
Whose  fellowship,  therefore  unmeet  for  thee, 
Good  reason  was  thou  freely  shouldst  dislike ; 
And  be  so  minded  still :  I,  ere  thou  spak'st. 
Knew  it  not  good  for  Man  to  be  alone,  445 

And  no  such  company,  as  then  thou  saw'st 
Intended   thee  ;  for   trial   only  brought. 
To  see  how  thou  couldst  judge  of  fit  &  meet. 
What  next  I  bring,  shall  please  thee,  be  assur'd ; 
Thy  likeness,  thy  fit  help,  thy  other  self,  450 

Thy   wish,   exactly   to   thy  heart's   desire.* 

**  He  ended,  or  I  heard  no  more  ;  for  now 
My   earthly,  by  his   heavenly  overpowered, 
Which  it  had  lone  stood  under,  strain'd  to  the  height^ 
In   that   celestial   colloquy   sublime,  465 

As   with   an   object  that   excels  the  sense, 
Dazzled  and  spent,  sunk  down,  and  sought  repair 
Of  sleep ;  which  instantly  fell  on  me,  call  d 
By  nature  as  in  aid,  and  closed  mine  eyes. 
Mine  eyes  he  closed,  but  open  lef^  the  cell  400 
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Of  fancy,  my   iDtemal  sight;  by  which 

Abstract  as  in  a  trance,  methought  I  saw. 

Though  sleepiDg,  where  I  lay,  and  saw  the  shape 

StOl  glorious  before  whom  awake  I  stood : 

Who  stooping,  open'd  my  left  side,  and  took  465 

From  thence  a  rib,  with  cordial  spirits  warm, 

And  life-blood  streaming  fresh ;  wide  was  the  wound, 

But  suddenly  with  flesh  fill'd  up,  and  heai*d : 

The  rib  he  form'd  and  fashion'd  with  his  hands ; 

Under  his  forming  hands  a  creature  grew,  470 

Manlike,  but  different  sex;  so  lovely  fair, 

That  what  seem'd  fair  in  all  the  world,  seem'd  now 

Mean,  or  in  her  summ*d  up,  in  her  contained, 

And  in  her  looks,  which  from  that  time  infused 

Sweetness  into   my   heart,  unfelt  before,  475 

And   into  all  things,  from   her   air   inspired 

llie  spirit  of  love,   and   amorous  delight. 

She  disappeared,  and  left  me  dark  ;  I  wdced 

To  find   her,   or  for  ever  to  deplore 

Her  loss,  and  other  pleasures  all  abjure :  480 

When  out  of  hope,  behold  her,  not  far  off, 

Such  as  I  saw  her  in  my  dream,   adorn'd 

With  what  all  Earth  or  Heaven  could  bestow. 

To  make  her  amiable.     On  she  came. 

Led  by  her  heavenly  Maker,  though  unseen,  435 

And  guided  by  his  voice;  nor  uninformed 

Of  nuptial  sanctity,   and  marriage  rites; 

Grrace  was  in  all  her  steps,  Heaven  in  her  eye. 

In  every  gesture  dignity   and   love. 

I   oveijoy'd,  could   not  forbear   aloud.  49O 

"/  lliis  turn  hath  made  amends ;  thou  hast  fulBU'd 
Thy  words.  Creator  bounteous  and  benign ! 
Qirer  of  all  things  fair,  but  fairest  this 
Of  all  thy  gifts,  nor  enviest.     I  now  see 
Bone  of  my  bone,  flesh  of  my  flesh,  myself  495 

Before  me ;  Woman  is   her   name,   of  Man 
Extiracted  :    for  this  cause  he  shall  forego 
Father  and  mother,  and  to  his  wife  adhere ; 
And  they  shall  be  one  flesh,  one  heart,  one  soul.' 

**  She  neard  me  thus ;  &  though  divinely  brought,  500 

Yet   innok^ence,   and   virgin   modesty. 
Her  virtuei  and  the  conscience  of  her  worth, 
That  would  be  woo'd,  and  not  unsought  be  won ; 
Not  ebrious,  not  obstrusive,  but  retired, 
The  more  desirable,   or,   to   say   all,  505 

Nature  herself,  though  pure  of  sinful  thought. 
Wrought  in  her  so,  that,  seeing  me,  she  tum'd  ; 
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I  foUow'd  her ;  she  what  was  honour  knew, 

And,  with  obsequious  majesty,   approT'd 

My  pleaded  reason.    To  the  nuptial  bower  510 

1  led  her,  blushing  like  the  morn  :  all  Heaven, 

And   happy   constellations  on  that  hour 

Shed  their  selectest  influence;  the  earth 

Gave  sign  of  gratulation,  and  each  hill; 

Joyous  uie  birds ;  fresh  gales,  and  gentle  airs,  515 

Whfsper'd  it  to  the  woods,  and  from  their  wings 

Flung  rose,  flung  odours  from  the  spicy  shrub. 

Disporting,   till  the   amorous  bird   of  night 

Sung  spousal,  and  bid  haste  the  evening  stafi 

On   his  hill  top,   to   light  the  bridal  lamp.  520 

"Thus  I  have  told  thee  all  my  state,  and  brought 
My  story  to  the  sum  of  earthly  bliss, 
Which   I   enjoy;  and  must  confess  to  find 
In  all  things  else  delight  indeed ;  but  such 
As,  used  or  not,  works  m  the  mind  no  change,  5S5 

Nor  vehement  desire ;    these  delicacies 
I  mean  of  taste,  sight,  smell,  herbs,  fruits,  &  flowers. 
Walks,  and  the  melody  of  birds;  but  here 
Far  otherwise,   transported   I    behold, 
Transported  touch  ;  here  passion  first  I  felt,  530 

Commotion  strange,  in  all  enjoyments  else 
Superior,  and  unmoved,  here  only  weak, 
Against  the  charm  of  beauty's  powerful  glance. 
Or  nature  fail'd  in  me,  and  left  some  part 
Not  proof  enoueh  such  object  to  sustain  ;  635 

Or  from   my  side  subducting,  took  perhaps 
More  than  enough ;  at  least,  on  her  bestow'd 
Too  much  of  ornament,  in  outward   show 
Elaborate,   of  inward  less  exact. 

For  well  I  understand,  in  the  prime  end  540 

Of  nature,  her  the  inferior,  in  the  mind. 
And   inward  faculties,  which  most  excel; 
In  outward   also,   her   resembling   less 
His  image  who  made  both,  and  less  expressing 
The  character  of  that   dominion   given  545 

O'er  other  creatures ;  yet  when  I  approach 
Her  loveliness,  so  absolute  she  seems. 
And  in   herself  complete,  so   well  to   know 
Her  own,  that  what  she  wills  to  do,  or  say, 
Seems  wisest,  virtuousest,  discreetest,  best :  550 

All  higher  knowledge  in  her  presence,  falls 
D^raded ;  wisdom,  in  discourse  with  her. 
Loses  discountenanced,  and  like  folly  shows; 
Authority   and  reason   on    her  wait. 
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As   one   intended   first,  not  after  made  555 

Occasionally;   and,   to  consummate  all, 
Greatness  of  mind  and  nobleness  their  seat 
Bcdld  in  her,  loveliest,  and  create  an  awe 
About  her,  as  a  guard  angelic  placed." 

To  whom  the  Angd  with  contracted  brow.  560 

"  Accuse  not  nature,  she  hath  done  her  part ; 
Do  thou  but  thine,  and  be  not  diflSdent 
Of  wisdom,  she  deserts  thee  not,  if  thou 
Dismiss  not  her  when  most  thou  need'st  her  nigh. 
By  attributing  overmuch  to  things  565 

Less  excellent,  as  thou  thyself  perceirest. 
For  what  admirest  thou,  what  transports  thee  so  ? 
An  outside?  fkir,  no  doubt,  and  worthy  well 
Thy  cherishing,  thy  honouring,  and  thy  love, 
Not  thy  subjection  :  weigh  with  her  thyself;  570 

Then  value.     Oft-times  nothing  profits  more 
Than  .self-esteem,  grounded  on  just  and  right. 
Well  managed ;  of  that  skill  the  more  thou  know'st 
The  more  she  will  acknowledge  thee  her  head, 
And   to  realities  yield  all  her  shows :  ^75 

Made  so  adorn,  for  thy  delight  the  more ; 
So  awful,  that  with  honour  thou  may'st  love 
Thy  mate,  who  sees,  when  thou  art  seen  least  wise. 
But  if  the  sense  of  touch,  whereby  mankind 
Is*  propagated,  seem  such  dear  delight,  580 

Beyond  all  other,  think  the  same  vouchsafed 
To  cattle  Si  each  beast ;  which  would  not  be 
To  them  made  common  &  divulged,  if  aught 
Therein  enjoyed  were  worthy  to  subdue 
The  soul  of  man,  or  passion  in  him  move.  585 

What  higher,  in  her  society,  thou  find'st 
Attractive,  human,  rational,  love   still; 
In  loTing,  thou  dost  well ;  in  passion  not. 
Wherein  true  love  consists  not ;  love  refines 
The  thoughts,  &  heart  enlarges,  hath  his  seat  590 

In  reason,  and   is  judicious,  is  the  scale 
By  which  to  heavenly  love  thou  may'st  ascend^ 
net  sunk  in  carnal  pleasure ;  for  which  cause 
Among  the  beasts,  no  mate  for  thee  was  found." 

To  whom  thus,  half  abash'd,  Adam  reply'd :  595 

'*  Neither  her  outside,  form'd  so  fair,  nor  aught 
In  procreation,   common   to  all  kinds. 
Though  higher  of  the  genial  bed  by  far. 
And  with  mysterious  reverence,  I  deem, 
80  much  delights  me,  as  those  graceful  acts,  ^^ 

Those  thousand  decencies,  tbat  daily  flow 
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From  all  her  words  and  actions,  mix'd  with  love 

And  sweet  compliance,  which  declare  unfeign'd 

Union  of  mind,  or  in   us    both   one   soul; 

Harmony,   to   behold   in    wedded    pair,  605 

More  grateful  than  harmonious  sound  to  the  ear. 

Yet  these  subject  not ;    I  to  thee  disclose 

What  inward  thence  I  feel,  not  therefore  foil'd. 

Who  meet  with  various  objects  from  the  sense 

Variously  representing ;    yet,   still  free,  610 

Approve  the  best,  and  follow  what  I  approve. 

To  love  thou  blamest  me  not ;  for  love,  thou  say'st. 

Leads  up  to  Heaven,  is  both  the  way,  and  guide } 

Bear  with  me  then,  if  lawful  what  I  ask. 

Love  not  the  heavenly  Spirits,  &  how  their  love  615 

Express  they?  by  looks  only,  or  do  they  mix 

Irradiance,  virtual,  or  immediate  touch  ?*' 

To  whom  the  Angel,  with  a  smile,  that  glow'd 
Celestial   rosy   red.   love's   proper   hue, 
Answered.    "  Let  it  suffice  thee,  that  thou  know'st         620 
Us  happy ;  <and  without  love,  no  happiness. 
Whatever  pure  thou,  in  the  body,  enjoy'st, 
And  pure   thou   wert   created,    we  enjoy 
In   eminence,   and  obstacle   find   none. 
Of  membrane,  joint,  or  limb,  exclusive  bars  ;  626 

Easier  than  air  with  air,  if  spirits  embrace. 
Total  they  mix,  union  of  pure  with  pure 
Desiring;  nor  restrain'd  conveyance  need. 
As  flesh  to  mix  with  flesh,  or  soul  with  souL 
But  1  can  now  no  more ;  the  parting  sun,  630 

Beyond  the  earth's  green  cape  and  verdant  isles 
Hesperian   sets,   my   signal    to   depart. 
Be  strong,  live  happy,  and  love  ;  but  first  of  all. 
Him,  whom  to  love  is  to  obey,  and  keep 
His  great  command ;  take  heed  lest  passion  sway  635 

Thy  judgment  to  do  aught  which  else  free  will 
Would  not  admit :  thine,  and  of  all  thy  sons 
The  weal  or  wo  in  thee  is  placed :  beware. 
I   in    thy   persevering  shall   rejoice. 

And  all  the  Blessed  :  stand  fast ;  to  stand,  or  fall,  640 

Free,  in  thine  own  arbitrement  it  lies. 
Perfect  within,  no  outward  aid  require ; 
And  all  temptation  to  tran<«gress  repeL' 

So  saying,  he  arose :    whom  Adam  thus 
Followed  with  benediction.     "Since  to  part,  645 

Go  heavenly  guest,  ethereal  messengei-, 
Sent  from  whose  sovereign  goodness  I  adore* 
Gentle  to  me,  and   affable,   hath   been 
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Thy  coDdeacension ;  and  shall  be  honour'd  ever* 
With  grateful  memory:   thou  to   mankind 
Be  good  and  friendly  still,  and  oft  return.** 

So  fiarted  they  3  the  Angel  up  to  Heaven, 
From  the  thick  shade,  and  Adam  to  his  bower. 
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THE    ARGUMENT. 


Satan,  hiving  •.•ompassed  the  earth,  with  meditated  guile  returns  as  a 
inist,  by  night,  into  Paradise,  and  enters  into  the  serpent  sleeping. 
Adam  and  Eve  in  the  morning  go  forth  to  their  labours,  which  JCre 
proposes  to  divide  in  several  places,  each  labouring  apart.  Adam 
consents  not,  alleging  the  danger,  lest  that  enemy,  of  whom  they 
were  forewarned,  should  attempt  her  found  alone.  Eve,  loath  to 
be  thought  not  circumspect  or  firm  enough,  urges  her  going  apart* 
the  rather  desirous  to  make  trial  of  her  strength ;  Adam  at  last  yields. 
The  serpent  finds  her  alone;  his  subtle  approach,  first  gasing,  then 
speaking,  with  much  flattery  extolling  Eve  above  all  other  creatores. 
Eve,  wondering  to  hear  the  serpent  speak,  asks  how  he  attained  to 
human  speech  and  such  understanding,  not  till  now :  the  serpent 
answers,  thst  by  tasting  of  a  certain  tree  in  the  garden  he  attained 
both  to  speech  and  reason,  till  then  void  of  both.  Eve  requires  him 
to  bring  her  to  that  tree,  and  finds  it  to  be  the  tree  cf  knowledge 
forbidden.  The  serpent,  now  grown  bolder,  with  many  wiles  and 
arguments  induces  her  at  length  to  eat;  she  pleased  with  the  taste, 
deliberates  awhile  whether  to  impart  thereof  to  Adam  or  not ;  at 
last  brings  him  of  the  fruit,  relates  what  persuaded  her  to  eat  thereof. 
Adam,  at  first  amazed,  but  perceiving  her  lost,  resolves,  through 
vehemence  of  love  to  perish  with  her,  and,  extenuating  the  trespaaSp 
eats  also  of  the  fhiit.  The  effect?  thereof  in  them  both  ;  they  seek 
to  cover  their  n.nkedness ;  than  fall  to  variance  and  accusation  of 
one  another. 
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rfo  more  of  talk,  where  God,  or  Ang^l,  guest 
With  Man,  as  with  his  friend,  familiar  used 
To  sit  indulgent,   and  with  him  partake 
Rural  repast,   permitting  him  the  while 
Venial  discourse,  unblamed  ;  I  now  must  change  5 

These  notes  to  tragic ;  foul  distrust,  and  breach 
Disloyal,  on  the  part  of  Man,   revolt. 
And  disobedience;  on  the  part  of  Heaven, 
Now  alienated,  distance,  and   distaste. 
Anger,  and  just  rebuke,  and  judgment  given,  10 

That  brought  into  this  world  a  world  of  wo, 
Sin,  and  her  shadow  Death,  and  Misery, 
Death's  harbinger.     Sad  task ;  yet  argument 
Not  less,  but  more  heroic,  than  the  wrath 
Of  stem   Achilles,  on   his  foe  pursued,  15 

Thrice  fugitive  about  Troy  wall;   or  rage 
Of  Tumus,  for   Lavinia  dis-espoused ; 
Or  Neptune's  ire,  or  Juno's,  that  so  long 
Perplex'd  the  Greek,  and  Cytherea's  son. 
If  answerable   style   I   can   obtain  ^ 

Of  my  celestial  patroness,  who   deigns 
Her   nightly    visitation,   unimplored, 
And  dictates  to  me  slumbering,  or  inspires 
Easy   my  unpremeditated   verse : 

Since  first  this  subject,  for  heroic  song,  26 

Pleased  me,  long  choosing,  and  beginning  late  ; 
Not   sedulous   by   nature   to   indite 
Wars,   hitherto,   the  only  argument 
Heroic  deem'd  ;  chief  mastery,  to  dissect. 
With  long  and  tedious  havoc,  fabled  knights,  30 

In    battles   feign'd ;    the    better   fortitude 
Of  patience,    and    heroic    martyrdom, 
Unsune ;    or   to   describe  races  and  games. 
Or  tiltmg  furniture,    emblazon'd   shields. 
Impresses  quaint,  caparisons,  and  steeds,  35 

Bases,  and  tinsel  trappings,  gorgeous  knights, 
At  joust  and  tournament ;  then  marsball'd  feast, 
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For  whom  all  this  was  made,  all  this  will  soon 

Follow,  as  to  him  link'd  in  weal  or  wo; 

In  wo  then,  that  destruction  wide  may  range. 

To  me  shall  be  the  glory  sole,  among  185 

The  infernal  powers,  in  one  day  to  have  marr'd. 

What  he.  Almighty  styled,  six  nights  and  days 

Continued  making,  and  who  knows  how  long 

Before  had  been  contriving ;  though  perhaps 

Not  longer  than  since  I,  in  one  night,  freed  140 

From   servitude  inglorious  well  nigh  half 

Tlie  angeUc  name,  and  thinner  left  ^e  throng 

Of  his  adorers.     He,   to  be  avenged. 

And  to  repair  his  numbers,  thus  impair'd. 

Whether  such  virtue,  spent  of  old,  now  &il'd  145 

More   angels  to  create,   if  they  at  least 

Are   his  created,  or,   to   spite   us  more. 

Determined   to  advance  into  our  room 

A  creature  form'd  of  earth,  &  him  endow. 

Exalted   from   so   base  original,  150 

With  heavenly  spoils,  our  spoils.  What  he  decreed^ 

He  effected ;  Man  he  made,  and  for  him  built 

Magnificent,  this  world,  and  earth  his  seat ; 

Him   lord   pronounced ;    and,   O  indignity ! 

Subjected   to  his  service   angel 'wings,  155 

And  flaming  ministers,  to  watch  and  tend 

Their  earthy  charge.     Of  these  the  vigilance 

I  dread ;  and  to  elude,  thus,  wrapt  in  mist 

Of  midnight  vapour,  glide  obscure,  and  pry 

In  every  bush  and  brake,  where  hap  may  find  160 

The  serpent  sleeping,  in  whose  mazy  folds 

To   hide   me,   and   the  dark   intent   I   bring. 

O  foul  descent !   that  I,  who  erst  contended 

With  gods  to  sit  the  highest,  am  now  constrain 'd 

Into  a  beast,  and   mix*d  with  bestial  slime,  1G5 

Tins   essence  to   incarnate   and   imbrute, 

That  to   the   heiglit  of  deity   aspired ; 

But    what   will   not  ambition   and   revenge 

Descend  to  ?  who  aspires,  must  down  as  low 

As  high  he  soar'd,  obnoxious,   first  or  last,  170 

To  basest  things.  Revenge,  at  first  though  sweet 

Bitter   ere  long,  back    on   itself  recoils ; 

Let  it ;    I   reck   not,   so   it  Hght  well  aim'd. 

Since  higher  I  fall  short,  pn  him   who  next 

Provokes   my   envy;    this   new   favourite  175 

Of  Heaven,  this  man  of  clay,  son  of  despite; 

Whom,  us  the  more  to  spite,  his  Maker  raised 

From  dust :  spite  then  with  spite  is  best  repaid." 


So  *ayiug,  tbruugh  each  thicket,  Uaiik  ur  dty, 
like  a  black  mist,  low  creeping,  he  held  on 
its  luidntghl  search,  whi^re  soonest  he  might  fiod 
rhe  serpent :  bim,  fast  sleeping,  soon  he  found, 
1  tvbyrinlh  of  many  a  round,  self-roll'd, 
"is  head  the  midst,  well  stor'd  with  subtle  wiles ; 
ar   yet  lu   horrid  shnde,  or  dismal  den, 
lor  iioceot  yet,  but  on  the  grassy  herb, 
'earless,  nnfear'd  he  slept.     In  at  his  nioulli 
ie  Devil  enter'd,  and  his  brutal  sense, 
n  ]ie:irt  or  iuad  poaseesJng,  soon  inspired 
^fFitb  act  iiitelligentlat  1    but   his  sleep 

Disturb'd  not,  waiting  close  the  approach  of  morn. 
STow  when  as  sacred  lieht  began  to  dawn. 
In  Eden,  on  the  humid  flowers,  that  breathed 
rheir  Qioniing  incense,  when  all  things  tliat  breathi 
From  the  earth's  great  uitar  send  up  silent  praise 
To    the  Creator    and    his    nostrils   fill 
With  gralerul  smell,  forth  came  the  human  pair, 
And  join'd  tlieir  vocal  worship  to  the  quire 
^f  creatures  wuDting  voice  :  that  done,  partake 
^  season,  prime  for  sweetest  scents  and  airs : 
hen  commune  how  that  duy  they  beat  might  ply 
eir  growing  work  :  for  much  their  work  outgrew 
e  hands  despatch  of  two,  gardening  so  wide. 
And  Eve  first,  to  her  husbuiid,  thus  liegan. 

"  Adatn,  well  may  we  lubour  still  to  dress 
This  garden,  sdll  to  tend  plant,  herb,  and  flower. 
Our  pleasant  (a»k  enjoined  ;  but  till  more  hands 
Aid  us.  the  work  under  our  labour  grows 
LuKurious  by  restraint;  what  we  by  day 
Lop  overgrown,  or  prune,  or  prop,  or  bind, 
One  night  or  two  with  wanton  growth  derides. 
Tending  to  wild.     Thou  therefore  now  advise, 
Or  hear,  what  to  rav  mind  first  thoughts  present : 
Let  as  divide  our  latx>urs ;  thou  where  choice 
~jeada  thee,  or  where  most  needs,  whether  to  wind 
'he  woodbine  round  this  arbour,  or  direct 
^18  cbsping  ivy  where  to  climb  :  while  I, 
b    vonder   spring  of  roses    Intermix'd 
ffilh  myrtle,  find  what  to  redress  till  noon : 
^or  while  so   near   each   other   thus   nil   day 

ir  task  we  choose,  what  wonder,  if  so  near, 
.    oks  intervene  and  smiles,  or  object  new. 
Casual  discourse  draw  on?  which  intermits 
Oor  day's  work,  brought  to  little,  tliough  begiin 
Early  :  and  tlieliour  of  supper  comes  unearn'd." 
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To  whom  mild  answer  Adam  thus  retuni'd. 
'*  Sole  Eve,  associate  sole,  to  me,  beyond 
Compare,  above  all  living  creatures  aear ; 
Well  hast  thou  motion'd,  well  thy  thoughts  employ'd 
How  we  might  best  fulfil  the  work,  which  here  2Sb 

God  hath  assign'd  us,  nor  of  me  shalt  pass 
Unpraised :  for  nothing  lovelier  can  be  found 
In  woman,  than  to  study  household  good, 
And  good  works  in  her  husband  to  promote. 
Yet  not  so  strictly  hath  our  Lord  imposed  235 

Labour,  as  to  debar  us,  when  we  need. 
Refreshment,  whether  food,  or  talk,  between. 
Food  of  the  mind,  or  this  sweet  intercourse 
Of  looks  and  smiles;  for  smiles  from  reason* flow. 
To  brute  denied,  and  are  of  love  the  food  ;  240 

Love,  not  the  lowest  end  of  human  life. 
For  not  to  irksome  toil,  but  to  delight. 
He  made  us,  and  delight  to  reason  join'd. 
The  paths  &  bowers,  doubt  not,  but  our  joint  hands 
Will  keep  from  wilderness,  with  ease,  as  wide  245 

As  we  need  walk,  till  younger  hands  ere  long, 
Assist  us  :    but  if   much  converse,  perhaps. 
Thee  satiate,  to  short  absence  I  could  yield : 
For  solitude  sometimes  is  best  society. 
And  short  retirement  urges  sweet  return.  250 

But  other  doubt    possesses   me,   lest   harm 
Befal  thee  severed  from  me ;   for  thou  know'st 
What  hath  been  warn*d  us,  what  malicious  foe, 
Envying  our   happiness,   and  of   his  own 
Despairing,  seeks  to  work  us  woe  and  shame,  255 

By  sly  assault ;  and  somewhere  nigh  at  hand 
Watches  no  doubt,  with  greedy  hope,  to  find 
His  wish,  and  best  advantage,  us  asunder; 
Hopeless  to  circumvent  us  join'd,  where  each 
To  other  speedy  aid  might  lend  at  need :  260 

Whether  his  first  design  be  to  withdraw 
Our   fealty  from    God,   or  to  disturb 
Conjugal  love ;  than  which,  perhaps,  no  bliss 
Enjoy*d   by  us    excites  his    envy   more; 
Or  this,  or  worse ;  leave  not  the  faithful  side  265 

Tliat  gave  thee  being,  still  shades  thee,  &  protects. 
The  wife,  where  danger  or  dishonour  lurks, 
Safest,  and  seemliest,  by  her  husband  stays  ; 
Who  guards  her,  or  with  her  worse  endures." 

To  whom    the   virgin    majesty  of   Eve,  270 

As  one  who  loves,  &  some  unkindness  meets. 
With  sweet  austere  composure,  thus  replied. 


■■  0&pringorHeav«aandEairth,&  all  Earth's  Lord, 
That  such  an  eusmv  we  have,  who  seeks 
Out  ruin,  both  by  t&ce  iDforro'd,  I  learn,  '27i 

And  fram  the  pjrtiae  angel  overheard, 
^As    in    a   shady   tiook    I    stood    behind. 
Just  then  rctum'd  at  shut  of  evening  flonen. 
But  that  tliou  shouldst  iny  firmness  therefore  doubt, 
To  Oo<j,  or  tiiee,  because  we  have  a  foe  ■iSi 

May  tempt  it,  I  eipected  not  to  hear. 
His  violence  thou  fear'st  not,  being  such 
As  we,  not  capable  of  death  or  pain. 
Call  either   not   receive,   or  can    repel. 

His  fraud  is  then  thy  fear ;  which  plain  infers  QSi 

Thy  equal  Sear,  tliat  my  firm  laith  and  love 
>Can  by  his  fraud  be  shaken,  or  seduced ; 
Thoughts,  which  how  found  they  harbour  in  thy  breast, 
Adam,  inistliought  of  her,  to  thee  so  dear  '." 
To  whom,  wiUi  liealing  words,  Adani  replied.  'i9i 

'  Daughter  of  God  and  Man.  immortal  Eve, 
_For  such  thou  art,  from  siii  and  blame  entire  : 
Not    diffident    of  thee,   do    I    dissuade 
Thy  absence   from  my  sight,  but  to  avoid 
The  attempt  iuelf,  intended  by  our  foe,  '2111 

For  he  who  tempts,  though  in  vain,  at  least  asperses 
Ulie  tempted  with  dishonour  foul,  supposed 
Not   incorruptible  of  faith,   not   proof 
Ag'-iinst  temptation  :  thou  thyaelf  with  scorn 
And  anger,  wonldat  resent  the  olTer'd  wrong,  3(M 

Though  inertectual  found :  misdeem  not  then, 
Jf  such   affforit    1    labour   to    avert 
Prom  thee,  alone,  which  on  us  both  at  once, 
The  enemy,  though  bold,  will  hardly  d»re; 
Or  daring,  tim  on  me  tlie  assault  shall  light,  'Mi 

Nor  thou  his  malice  and  fulae  guile  contemn  : 
Subtle  he  needs  must  be,  wlio  could  seduce 
Angels:  nor  think  superfiuous'otherB' aid. 
1,  fironi  the  influence  of  thy  looks,  receive 
Accew  in  every  virtue;    in  thy   sight  ■"' 

More  wise,  mure  watchFul,  stronger  if  need  were 
'^C  outward  strength ;  while  sliame,  thou  looking  op. 

,Would  utmost  vigour  raise,  and  raised  unite. 

Why  sbouldst  not  thou  like  sense  within  thee  feel  3" 

When    I   am  present,  and   tliy  trial  choose 

With  Rie,  best  witness  of  thy  virtue  tried  !" 

So  spake  domestic  Adam,  in  his  care 
,And  matrttnonial  love ;  but  Eve,  who  thought 
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Less  attributed   to  her  faith  sincere,  830 

Thus  her  reply,  with  accent  sweet,  renew'd. 

'*  If  this  be  our  condition,  thus  to  dwell 
In   narrow  circuit,   straiten'd  by  a  foe^ 
Subtle  or  violent,   we   not   endued. 
Single,  with  like  defence,  wherever  met,  826 

How  are  we  happy,  still  in  fear  of  harm  ? 
But  harm  precedes  not  sin ;  only  our  foe. 
Tempting,  affronts  us  with  his  foul  esteem 
Of   our  integrity ;    his   foul  esteem 
Sticks  no  dishonour  on  our  front,  but  turns  830 

Foul  on  himself :  then  wherefore  shunn'd  or  fear'd 
By  us?    who  rather  double  honour  gain 
From  his  surmise,  proved  false^  find  peace  within. 
Favour  from  Heaven,  our  witness  from  the  even* 
\nd  what  is  faith,  love,  virtue,  unassay'd,  385 

Alone,  vritbout  exterior  help  sustained  f 
Let  us  not  then  suspect  our  happy  state, 
Left  so  imperfect   by   the   Maker  wise. 
As  not  secure,  to  single,  or  combined. 
Frail   is  our  happiness   if   this  be  so,  340 

And  Eden  were  no  Eden  thus  exposed."  ..i 

To  whom  thus  Adam  fervently  reply'd. 
**  0  Woman !  best  are  all  things  as  the  will 
Of  God  ordain 'd  them  ;    his  creating  hand 
Nothing   imperfect  or   deficient  left  345 

Of  all  that  he  created,  much  less  Man, 
Or  ought  that  mijiht  his  happy  state  secure 
Secure  from  outward  force ;  within  himself 
The  danger  lies,  yet  lies  within  his  power : 
Against  his  will,  he  can  receive  no  harm  350 

But  God  left  free  the  will ;  for  what  obeys 
Reason,  is  free,  and  reason  he  made  right 
But  bid  hor  well   beware,   and  still  erect 
Lest,  by  some  fair  appearing  good  surprised. 
She  dictate  false,  and  misinform  the  win,  355 

To  do   what   God  expressly  hath   forbid. 
Not  then  mistrust,  but  tender  love,  enjoins 
That  I  should  mind  thee  oft,  &  mind  thou  me. 
Firm  we   subsist,  yet   possible  to  swerve ; 
Since  reason   not  impossibly   may   meet  360 

Some  specious  object,  by  the  foe  suborn'd. 
And    fall    into    deception    unaware, 
Not  keeping  strictest  watch,  as  she  was  warn'd. 
Seek  not  temptation  then,  which  to  avoid 
Were   better,  and  most  likely,  if  from  me  365 

Thou  sever  not :  trial  will  come  unsought. 
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Wouldst  thou  approve  thy  constancy,  appro\»fe 
Pint  thy  obedience ;  the  other  who  can  know  ? 
Not  seeing  thee  attempted^  who  attest? 
But  if  thou  think,  trial  unsought  may  find 
Ua  both  securer,  than  thus  wamM  thou  seem'st, 
Qo ;  for  thy  atay,  not  free,  absents  thee  more ; 
Go,  in  thy  native   innocence ;    rely 
On  what  thou  hast  of  virtue,  summon  all ; 
For  God  towards  thee  hath  done  his  part ;  do  thine." 

So  spake  the  patriarch  of  mankind ;  but  Eve 
Persisted,  yet  submiss,  though  last,  reply 'd. 

**  With  thy  permission  then,  &  thus  forwamed , 
Chiefly  by  what  thy  own  last  reasoning  words 
Touch'd  only,  that  our  trial,  when  least  sought, 
May  find  us  both  perhaps  far  less  prepared  ; 
The  willinger  I   go;    nor  much   expect 
A  foe  so  proud,  will  first  the  weaker  seek  ; 
So  bent,  the  more  shall  shame  him  his  repulse.*' 

Thus  saying,  from  her  husband's  hand,  her  hand 
Soft  she  withdrew ;  and  like  a  Wood-Nymph  light, 
Oread   or  Dryad,  or    of    Delia's    train. 
Betook  her  to  the  groves ;  but  Delia's  self 
In  gait  surpass'd,  and  goddess-like  deport; 
Though  not,  as  she,  with  bow  &  quiver  armed. 
But  with  such  gardening  tools,  as  art,  yet  rude, 
Gaikless  of  fire,  had  formed,  or  angels  brought 
To   Pales,  or  Pomona,  thus  adom'd, 
Likest  she  seem'd  ;  Pomona,  when  she  fied 
Vertumnus,  or  to   Ceres  in   her  prime. 
Yet    virgin    of  Proserpina,    from   Jove. 
Hcjf  k)ng,  with  ardent  look,  his  eye  pursu'd. 
Delighted,    but    desired    more    her    stay. 
Oft  he  to  her  his  charge  of  quick  returr 
Repeated;    she  to  him   as   oh  engaged 
To  be  retum'd  by  noon,  amid  the  bower, 
And   all    things   in    best  order,   to   invite 
Noontide    repast,    or    afternoon's    repose. 
O  much  deceived,  much  failing,  hapless  Eve, 
Of  thy  presumed  return  !    event  perverse ! 
Thou  never,  from  that  hour,  in  Paradise 
Found 'st  either  sweet  repast,  or  sound  repose ; 
Such  ambush,  hid  among  sweet  flowers  &  shades, 
Waited,   with   hellish   rancour   imminent. 
To  intercept  thy  way,  or   send  thee   back 
Despoil'd  of  innocence,  of  faith,  of  bliss. 
For  now,  &  since  first  break  of  dawn ,  the  fiend. 
Mere  serpent  in  appearance,  forth  was  come, 
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And  on  his  quest,  where  likeliest  he  might  find 
The  only  two  of   mankind ;    but  in  them 
The  whole  included  race,  his  purposed  prey* 
In  bower  and  field  he  sought,  where  any  tuft 
Of  grove,  or  garden-plot,  more  pleasant  lay. 
Their  tendance,   or  plantation  for  delight; 
By   fountain,    or    by  shady   rivulet. 
He  sought  them  both ;  but  wish'd  his  hap  might  find 
Eve  separate;  he  wish'd,  but  not  with  hope 
Of  what  so  seldom  chanced,  when,  to  his  wish, 
Beyond   his  hope.  Eve  separate   he  spies, 
Veil'd  in  a  cloud  of  fragrance,  where  she  stood, 
Half  spy'd,  so  thick  the  roses,  blushing  round 
About  her,  glow'd,  oft  stooping  to  support 
Each  flower  of  slender  stalk,  whose  head,  though  gay. 
Carnation,  purple,  azure,  or  speck'd  with  gokl, 
Hune  drooping,  unsustain'd  :  them  she  upstays 
Gently  with  myrtle  band ;  mmdless  the  while 
Herself,  though  fairest  unsupported  flower. 
From  her  best  prop  so  far,  and  storm  so  nigh. 
Nearer  he  drew,  and  many  a  walk  traversed 
Of  stateliest  covert,  cedar,  pine,  or  palm ; 
Then  voluble  and  bold,  now  hid,  now  seen. 
Among  thick-woven  arborets  and  flowers, 
Irobordered  on  each  bank,  the  hand  of  Eve  : 
Spot  more  delicious  than  those  gardens  feign'd 
Or   of   revived   Adonis,   or   renown'd 
Alcinous,   host  of   old   Laertes'   son ; 
Or  that,  not  mystic,  where  the  sapient  king 
Held  dalliance  with  his  fair  Egyptian  spouse. 
Much  he  the  place  admired,  the  person  more. 
As  one,  who,  long  in  populous  city  pent. 
Where  houses  thick,  and  sewers,  annoy  the  air. 
Forth  issuing,  on  a  summer's  morn,  to  breathe 
Among   the  pleasant   villages,    and   farms 
Adjoin'd ,  fhom  each  thing  met  conceives  delight. 
The  smell  of  grain,  or  tedded  grass,  or  kine. 
Or  dairy,  each  rural  sight,  each  rural  sound ; 
If  chance,  with  nymph-like  step,  fair  virgin  pass. 
What  pleasinc^  seem'd,  for  her,  now  pleases  more, 
She  most,  and  in  her  look  sums  all  delight : 
Such  pleasure  took  the   Serpent  to  behold 
This  flowery  plat,  the  sweet  recess  of  Eve, 
Thus  early,  thus  alone.     Her  heavenly  form 
Angelic,  bnt  more    soft,   and    feminine. 
Her   graceful   innocence,   her  every   air 
Of   gesture  or   least  action,   over-awed 
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Hi8  malice ;  and,  with  rapine  sweet  bereaved 

His  fierceDess  of  tlie  fierce  intent  it  brought. 

That  space,  the  evil  one  abstracted  stood 

From  ms  own  evil,  &  for  the  time  remained 

Stupidly  good,  of   enmity    disarm'd,  465 

Of  guile,  of  hate,  of  envy,  of  revenge ; 

Bat  the  hot  hell  that  always  in  him  burns. 

Though  in  mid  Heaven,  soon  ended  his  delight. 

And  tortures  him  now  more,  the  more  he  sees 

Of  pleasure,  not  for  him  ordain'd.     Then  soon  470 

Fierce  hate  he  recollects,  and  all  his  thouglits 

Of  mischief,  gratulating,   thus  excites. 

•'  Thoughts,  whither  have  ye  led  me  ?  witli  what  sweet 
Compulsion,   thus  transported,    to    forget 
What  hither  brought  us  ?  hate,  not  love,  nor  hope  475 

Of  Paradise  for  Hell;    hope  here  to  taste 
Of   pleasure,  but  all  pleasure  to  destroy. 
Save  what  is  in  destroying;    other  joy 
To  me  is  lost.    Then  let  me  not  let  pass 
Occasion,  which  now  smiles;  behold  alone  480 

The  woman,  opportune  to   all  attempts ; 
Her  husband,  for  I  view  far  round,  not  nigh  ; 
Whose  higher  intellectual  more  I   shun. 
And  strength,  of  courage  haughty,  and  of  limb 
Heroic  bmlt,  though  of  terrestrial  mould,  485 

Foe  not  informidable,  exempt  from  wound ; 
1  not ;  so  much  hath  Hell  debased,  &  pain 
Enfeebled  me,  to  what  I  was  in  Heaven. 
She  foir,  divinely  fair,  fit  love  for  gods; 
Not  terrible,   though  terror  be  in   love  490 

And  beauty,  not  approach'd  by  stronger  hate  ; 
Hate  stronger,  under  show  of  love  well  feign'd, 
The  way  which  to  her  ruin  now  I   tend." 

So  spake  the  enemy  of  mankind,  enclosed 
In   serpent,  inmate  bad;  and  toward   Eve  495 

Address'd  his  way ;  not  with  indented  wave. 
Prone  on  the  ground,  as  since ;  but  on  his  rear, 
Circular  base  of  rising  folds,  that  towered, 
Fold  above  fold,  a  surging  maze;  his  head 
Crested  aloft,  and  carbuncle  his  eyes ;  ^0^ 

With  burnish 'd  neck  of  verdant  gold,  erect 
Amidst  his  circhng  spires,  that  on  the  grass 
Floated  redundant:  pleasing  was  his  shape. 
And   lovely;    never  since  of  serpent  kind 
Lovelier;   not  those  that  in  Illyra  changed  6^^ 

Hermione  and   Cadmus,  or  the   God 
In   Epidarus;  nor  to   which   transform'd. 
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Ammonian  Jove,  or  Capitoline  was  seen; 

He  with  Olympias,  this  with  her  who  bore 

Scipio  the  highth  of  Rome.    With  tract  oblique,  510 

At  first,  as  one  who  sought  access,  but  fear'd 

To  interrupt,  side-long  he  works  his  way  : 

As  when  a  ship,  by  skilful  steersman  wrought, 

Nigh  river *s  mouth,  or  foreland,  where  the  wind 

Veers  off,  as  oft  so  steers,  and  shifts  her  sail ;  515 

So   varied   he,   and   of  his   tortuous  train 

Curl'd  many  a  wanton  wreath,  in  sight  of  Eve, 

To  lure  her  eye ;  she,  busied,  heard  the  sound 

Of  rustling  leaves,  but  minded  not,  as  used 

To  such  ^disport  before  her  through  the  fields  520 

From  every  beast;  more  duteous  at  her  call. 

Than   at  Circean  call,  the  herd  disguised. 

He,   bolder  now,  uncalFd  before  her  stood 

But  as  in  gaze  admiring:    oft  he  bow'd 

His   turret  crest,  and  sleek  enamelFd  neck,  525 

Fawning;  &  lick'd  the  ground  whereon  she  trod. 

His  gentle  dumb  expression  turn'd,  at  length. 

The  eye  of  Eve  to  mark  his  play ;  he,  glad 

Of  her  attention  gain'd,  with  serpent  tongue 

Organic,   or  impube  of  vocal   air,  530 

His  fraudulent  temptation  thus  began. 

"  Wonder  not,  sovereign  mistress,  if  perhaps 
Thou  canst,  who  art  sole  wonder ;  much  less  arm 
Thy  looks,  the  heaven  of  mildness,  with  disdain. 
Displeased  that  I  approi^ch  thee  thus,  and  gaze  535 

Insatiate,    I,    thus  single;  nor  have  feared 
Thy  awful  brow,  more  awful  thus  retired. 
Fairest  resemblance   of  thy   Maker  fair, 
Thee  all  things  living  gaze  on,  all  things  thine 
By   gift,   and   thy  celestial  beauty   adore,  540 

With  ravishment  beheld  ;  there  best  beheld 
Where  universally  admired;  but  here. 
In  this  inclosure  wild,  these  beasts  among. 
Beholders  rude,  and  shallow  to  discern 
Half  what  in  thee  is  fair  ;  one  man  except,  545 

Who  sees  thee  ?  &  what  is  one?  who  shouldst  be  seen, 
A  goddess  among  gods,  adored  and  served 
Ay  angels  numberless,  thy  daily  train." 

So  glozed  the  Tempter,  &  his  proem  tuned  ; 
Into  the  heart  of  Eve  his  words  made  way,  550 

Though  at  the  voice  much  marvelling ;  at  length, 
Not  unamazed,  she  thus  in  answer  spake. 

"What  may  this  mean?  language  of  man,  pronounced 
By  tongue  of  brute,  and  human  sense  express*d  ! 


e  first,  si  least,  of  ihe^e  1  thmiglit  denied 
To  beasts,  whom  G«il,  on  their  creation -day. 
Created   mute    to  all   Brticulete   sound: 
ilie  latter  I  demur;  for  in   their  looks 
Much  rcaRoii,  &  in  their  aclions,  ofl  appears. 
Thee,  Serpent,  mbtlest  beast  of  all  the  field 
I  knew,  but  rot  with  human  voice  endued  ; 
Retlouble  then    (his   miracle,  and   suy 
How  earnest  thou  speakalile  of  mule ;  and  how 

me  so  friendly  grown,  above    the    rest 
'Of  brutal  kind,  that  dnily  are  in  sight: 
Say,  for  such  wonder  claims  atlenlion  due." 
-  To  whom  the  guileful  tempter  thus  rpplied, 
"  Empress  of  this  fuir  world,  resplendent  Eve, 
Easy  to  me  it  is  to  lell  thee  all  [obeyed. 

Whnt  thou  commandst,  8c  right  thon  sl|ouldst  be 
1  was,  at  first,  as  other  beasis  that  graze 
iTtie  trodden  herb,  of  abject  thoiiglils,  and  low 
As  was  my  food;  nor  ought  but  food  discern 'd. 
Or  sex,  and  apprehended   nothing   high  : 
Till    on    a    day,  roving  the  field,   I  chanced 
A    goodly   tree,    tnr   distant,   to   behold. 
4<oaden  with  fruit  of  fairest  colours,  mlx'd 
Ruddy  and  gold  :    I  nearer  drew   to  gare, 
When  from  tl^e  boughs  a  savoury  odour  blown, 
Grateful  to  appetite,  more  pleased  my  sense 
Than  smell  of  sweetest  ftnnel,  or  the  teats 
Of  ewe  or  goat,  dropping  with  milk  at  even, 
Vnsuck'd  of  lamb  or  kid,  that  tend  their  pliiy, 
To  satisfy   the   sharp  desire   I   had 
Of  tasting  those  fair  apples,  t   resolved 
Not  to  defer:  hunger  and  thirst  at  once, 
Powerful  persuaders,  quickcn'd  at  the  scent 
Of  that  alluring  fruit,  urged  me  so  keen. 
About  tlie  moBsy  Inink  I  wound  me  soon  ; 
For,  high  from  ground,  the  branches  would  reijiiirc 
Thy  utmost  reach,  or  Adam's;  round  the  tri'p. 
All  other  beasts  that  saw,  with  like  desJr.-, 
iiinging  Si  envy  ins  Stood,  but  could  not  rencli. 
Atnid  the  tree  now  got,  where  plenty  hung, 
Tempting  so  nigh,  to  pluck  nnd  eat  my  fill 
1  ^tired  not ;  for  such  pleasure,  till  that  hour, 
M  feed   or   Ibantniu    never   had   I   luimd. 
Sated  at  length  ;  ere  long  I  might  perceive 
Strange  alteration    m    me,    to  decree 
Of  raason,  in  my  inward  powers;  &  speech 
'  WanUd  not  lon^,  the'  to  this  shape  retain'd. 
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Thenceibrth,  to  speculations  high  or  deep 

I  tum'd  my  thoughts,  &  with  capacious  mind, 

Consider'd  all  things  visible  in  Heaven , 

Or  earth,  or  middle,  all  things  fair  and  ^ood ;  605 

But  all  that  fair  and  good,  in  thy  divine 

Semblance,  &  in  thy  beauty's  heavenly  ray. 

United   I   beheld ;    no  fair  to   thine 

Equivalent,  or  second;    which  compell'd 

Me  thus,  though  importune  perhaps,  to  come  610 

And  gaze,  and  worship  thee,  of  right  declared 

Sovereign  of  creatures,  universal  dame." 

So  talk'd  the  spirited  sly  Snake  :  and  Eve, 
Yet  more  amazed,  unwary  thus  replied. 
**  Serpent,  thy  overpraising  leaves  in  doubt  615 

The  virtue  of  that  fruit,  in  thee  first  proved : 
But  say,  where  grows  the  tree,  from  hence  hew  far  r 
For  many  are  the  trees  of  God,  that  grow 
In   Paradise,  and  various,  yet   unknown 
To  us  ;  in  such  abundance  lies  our  choice,  620 

As  leaves  a  greater  store  of  fruit  untouch 'd. 
Still  hanging  incorruptible,   till  men 
Grow  up  to  their  provision,  and  more  hands 
Help  to  disburden  nature  of  her  birth." 

To  whom  the  wily  Adder,  blythc  and  glad,  625 

**  Empress,  the  way  is  ready,  and  not  long. 
Beyond   a  row  of  myrtles,  on   a  flat. 
Fast  by  a  fountain,  one  small  thicket  passed 
Of  blowing  myrrh  and  balm ;    if  thou  accept 
My  conduct,  I  can  bring  thee  thither  soon."  630 

"  Lead  then,"  said  Eve.  He,  leading,  swiftly  roU'd 
In  tangles  and  made  intricate  seem  straight. 
To  mischief  swift.     Hope  elevates,  and  joy 
Brightens  his  crest ;  as  when  a  wandering  fire. 
Compact  of  unctuous  vapour,  which  the  night  635 

Condenses,   and   the   cold   environs   round, 
Kindled,  through   agitation,   to  a  flame ; 
Which  oft,  they  say,  some  evil  spirit  attends. 
Hovering  and  blazing  with  delusive  light, 
IVIisleads  the  amaz*d  night-wanderer  from  his  way,  640 

Through  bogs  &  mires,  &  oft  through  pond  or  pool, 
There  swallowed  up  and  lost,  from  succour  far : 
So  glistered  the  dire  Snake,  and  into  fraud 
Led  Eve,  our  credulous  mother,  to  the  tree 
Of  prohibition,   root  of  all  our  woe :  645 

Which  when  she  saw,  thus  to  her  guide  she  spake. 

"  Serpent,  we  might  have  spared  our  coming  hither^ 
Fruitless  to  me,  though  fniit  be  here  to  excess; 
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The  credit  of  whose  virtue  rests  with  thee, 
Wooderous  indeed^  if  cause  of  such   effects.  650 

But  of  this  tree  we  may  not  taste,  nor  touch ; 
Gqd  so  commanded ;  and  led  that  command 
Sole  daughter  of  his  voice ;  the  rest,  we  live 
Law  to  ourselves;    our  reason  is  our  law." 

To  whom  the  Tempter  guilefully  replied.  655 

"  Indeed  ?  hath  God  then  said,  of  the  fruit 
Of  all  these  garden  trees  ^e  shall  not  eat, 
Yet  Lords  declared  of  all  m  earth  or  air?" 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  yet  sinless.  **  Of  the  fruit 
Of  each  tree  in  the  garden  we  may  eat ;  660 

But  of  the  fruit  of  this  fair  tree,  amidst 
The  garden,  Grod  hath  said, '  Ye  shall  not  eat 
Thereof,  nor  shall  ye  touch  it,  lest  ye  die.' " 
-  She  scarce  had  said,  though  brief,  when  now  more  boldj 
The  Tempter,  but  with  show  of  zeal  and  love  665 

To   man,   and   indignation  at  his  wrong, 
New  part  puts  on ;  and  as  to  passion  moved> 
Fluctuates  disturb'd,  yet  comely,  and  in  act 
Raised,  as  of  some  great  matter  to  begin. 
As  when  of  old  some  orator  renowned,  670 

In  Athens  or  free  Rome,  where  eloquence 
Flourished,  since  mute,  to  some  great  cause  address*d, 
Stood  in  himself  collected  ;  while  each  part. 
Motion,  each  act  won  audience  ere  the  tongue, 
Sometimes  in  height  began,  as  no  delay  675 

Of  preface  brooking,  through  his  zeal  of  right : 
So  standing,  moving,  or  to  height  upgrown, 
The  Tempter,  all  impassion'd,  thus  began. 

*'  O  sacred,  wise,  and  wisdom-giving  Plant ! 
Mother  of  science !    now  I  feel  thy  power  680 

Within  me  clear,  not  only   to  discern 
Things  in  their  causes,  but  to  trace  the  ways 
Of  highest  agents,  deem'd   however   wbe. 
Queen  of  this  universe,  do  not  believe 
lliose  rigid  threats  of  death  :  ye  shall  not  die.  685 

How  should  ye  ?  by  the  fruit  ?  it  gives  you  life 
To  knowledge :  by  the  threatener  ?  look  on  me. 
Me,  who  have  touch 'd  and  tasted ;  yet  both  live. 
And  hfe  more  perfect  have  attain*d  thun  fate 
Meant  me,  by  venturing  higher  than  my  lot.  690 

Shall  that  be  shut  to  Man  which  to  the  Beast 
If  open  ?    or   will  God   incense   his  ire 
For  such  a  petty  trespass,  and  not  praise 
Rather  your  dauntless  virtue,  whom  the  pain 
Of  death  denounced,  whatever  thing  death  be,  695 
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Detcrr'd  not  from  achieving  what  might  lead 
To  happier  life,  knowledge  of  ^^ood  and  evil  t 
Of  goody  how  just  ?  of  evil,  if  what  is  evil 
Be  real,  why  not  known,  since  easier  shunn'd?. 
God  therefore  cannot  hurt  ye,  and   be  jost:  700 

Not  just,  not  God ;  not  fear'd  then,  nor  obey*d 
Your  fear  itself  of  death  removes  the  fear. 
Why  then  was  this  forbid  ?    Why,  but  to  awe, 
Why,  but  to  keep  you  low  and  ignorant. 
His  worshippers.     He  knows  that  in  the  day  705 

You  eat  thereof,  your  eyes,  that  seem  so  clear, 
Yet  are  but  dim,  shaU  perfectly  be  then 
Open*d  and  clear *d  ;  and  ye  shall  be  as  gods. 
Knowing  both  good  and  evil,  as  they  know. 
That  ye  shall  be  as  gods,  since  I  as  man,  710 

Internal   man,   is  but  proportion  meet ;  «■ 

I  of  brute,  human,  ye  of  human,  gods, 
So  ye  shall  die,  perhaps,  by   putting  off 
Human,  to  put  on  gods  ;  death  to  be  wish*d, 
Tho*  threaten'd,  which  no  worse  than  this  can  bring.  715 

And  what  are  gods,  that  man  may  not  become 
As   they,   participating  god-like   food  ? 
Tlie  gods  are  firs/t,  and  that  advantage  use. 
On  our  belief  that  all  from  them  proceeds : 
I  question  it,  for  this  fair  earth  I  see,  720 

Warm'd  by  the  sun,  producing  every  kind. 
Them  nothing  :  if  they  all  things,  who  enclosed 
Knowledge  of   good   and    evil    in   this  tree. 
That  whoso  eats  thereof,  forthwith  attains 
Wisdom  without  their  leave  ?  and  wherein  lies  725 

The  offence,  that  man  should  thus  attain  to  know  ? 
What  can  your  knowledge  hurt  him,  or  this  tree 
Impart  against  his  will,  if  all  be  his? 
Or   is  it   envy,   and   can   envy   dwell 
In  heavenly  breasts  ?  These,  these,  &  many  more  730 

Causes,  import  your  need  of  this  fair  fruit. 
Goddess  humane,  reach  then,  and  freely  taste." 
He  ended,  and  his  words,  replete  with  guile. 
In  to  her   heart   too   easy   entrance   won. 
Fix'd  on  the  fruit  she  gazed,  which  to  behold  785 

Might  tempt  alone  ;  and  in  her  ears  the  sound 
Yet  rung  of  his  persuasive  words,  impregn'd 
With  reason,  to  her  seeming,  and  with  truth. 
Meanwhile  the  hour  of  noon  drew  on,  &  waked 
An   eager  appetite,   raised   by   the   smell  740 

So  savoury  of  that  fruit,  which  with  desire. 
Inclinable  now  grown  to  touch  or  taste. 


I  Solicited  ber  Umpng  eye ;    yet  Rnt, 
Pausing  awliile,  tbus  to  herself  she  mused. 

"  Great  are  ihy  virtired,  doubtless,  best  of  fniiu, 
Thougb  kept  from  man,  &wortby  to  be  admired; 

.  Wboxe  ta»te,  too  long  forborne,  at  6ret  essay. 
Oave  elocution  to  the  miitc,  and   taught 
The  longuc.  not  Riude  for  speech,  to  speak  thy  jiraiae  : 
Tby  praise  He  alao,  who  Torlitds  thy  use, 
Conceals  not  Trom  us.  naming;  thee  the  tree 
Of  knowledge,  knowledge  both  of  good  &  evil : 
Forbids  us  then  to  taste  i  but  his  forbidding 
Cnmmends  thee  more,  while  it  infers  the  good 
By  ihee   communicated,    and    our  want : 
For  good  unknown,  sure,  is  not  had  ;  or  hnd, 
And    yet   unknown,   ts   as   not  had  at   nil. 
Jii  plain  then,  what  forbids  he,  but  to  know, 
roibida  u>  good,  forbids  us  to  be  wise? 
Such  prohibitions  bind  not.     But  If  death 
Bind  us  with  afler-bnnds,  what  proiits  then 
Our  inward  freedom  ?     In  the  day  we  eui 
Of  this  fair  frait,  our  doom  ia,  we  shtdl  die. 
How  dies  the  serpent  t  he  bath  eaten  and  lives. 
And  knows,  &  speaks,  &  reasona,  &  discerns, 
Irrational   till   then.     For  us   aloae 
WHS  death  invented  ?  or  to  us  denied 
This  intellectual  food,  for  beasts  reserved  ? 
For  beasts  it  seems :  yet  that  one  beast,  which  first 
Halh  tasted,  envies  not,  but  bring*  with  joy 
The  good  befallen  him,  author  unsuspect. 
Friendly  to  man,  far  from  deceit  or  guile. 
What  fear  I  then?  rather,  whut  know  to  (ear, 
Under  this  ignorance  of  good  and  evil, 
or  God   or  death,   of  law   or  penaUy? 
Here  grows  ihe  cure  of  all.  this  Cruil  divine, 
Fair   to   the    eye,  inviting  to   the  tnste. 
Of  virtue  to  make  wise  :  whut  hinders  then 
To  reach,  and  feed  at  once  botli  body  &  mind  '" 

So  saying,  her  rash  hand,  in  evil  hour. 
Forth  reaching  to  the  fruit,  shepluck'd,  she  eat : 
Earth  felt  the  wound,  &  niiLure  from  her  seal. 
Sighing  through  all  her  works,  gave  signs  of  woe, 
"niai  aS  was  lost.     Back  to  the  thicket  slunk 
The  guilty  serpent ;  and  wdl  might,  for  Eve, 
Intent  now  wholly  on  her  taste,  nought  else 
Regarded,  such  delight  till  then,  as  seem'd. 
In  fruit  she  never  tasted,  whether  tme 

I  Or  iancied  so,  through  expectation  high 
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Of  knowledge,  nor  was  Godhead  from  her  thoogfat.  79Q 

Greedily  she  in  gorged  without  restraint. 
And  knew  not  eating  death.  Satiate  at  length, 
And  heightened  as  with  wine,  jocund  and  boon. 
Thus,  to  herself,  she  pleasingly  began. 

*'  O  sovereign,  yirtuous,  precious  of  all  trees  795 

In   Paradise !    of  operation  blest 
To  sapience,  hitherto  obscured,  infamed, 
And  thy  fair  fruit  let  hang,  as  to  no  end 
Created ;  but  henceforth  my  early  care. 
Not  without  s6ng,  each  morning,  &  due  praise,  800 

Shall  tend  thee,  and  the  fertile  burden  ease 
Of  thy  full  branches,  ofifer'd  free  to  all ; 
Till,  dieted  by  thee,   i   grow  mature 
In  knowledge  as  the  gods,  who  all  things  know ; 
Though  others  envy  what  they  cannot  give ;  80{ 

For  had  the  gift  been  theirs,  it  had  not  here 
Thus  grown.     Experience,  next  to  thee  I  owe. 
Best  guide ;  not  following  thee  I  had  remained 
In  ignorance;    thou  open'st  wisdom's  way, 
And  givest  access,  though  secret  she  retire.  810 

And  I  perhaps  am  secret :  Heaven  is  high, 
High,  and  remote,  to  see  from  thence  distinct 
Each  thing  on  earth  ;  and  other  care  perhaps 
May  have  diverted  from  continual  watch 
Our  great  Forbidder,  safe  with  all  his  spies  815 

About  him.     But  to  Adam,  in  what  sort 
Shall  I  appear  ?  Shall  I  to  him  make  known 
As  yet  my  change,  and  give  him  to  partake 
Full  happiness  with  me?  or  rather  not, 
But  keep  the  odds  of  knowledge  in  my  power,  820 

Without  co-partner?  so  to  add  what  wants 
In  female  sex,  the  more  to  draw  his  love, 
And  render  me  more  equal,  and  perhaps, 
A   thing  not   undesirable,  sometime 
Superior;    for  inferior,   who  is  free?  825 

This  may  be  well :  but  what  if  God  have  seen. 
And  death  ensue  ?  then  I  shall  be  no  more, 
And   Adam,   wedded   to   another  Eve, 
Shall  live  with  her  enjoying ;  I  extinct : 
A  death  to  think.     Confirm 'd  then,  I  resolve,  830 

Adam  shall  share  with  me  in  bliss  or  woe ; 
So  dear  I  love  him,  that  with  him,  all  deaths 
I  could  endure,  without  him,  live  no  life." 

So  saying,  from  the  tree  her  steps  she  turned 
But  first  low  reverence  done,  as  to  the  power  835 

That  dwelt  within  whose  presence  had  infused 
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Into  the  plant  sciential  sap,  derived 

From  nectar,  drink  of  gods.     Adam  the  while 

Waitine*  desirous  her  return,  had  wove 

Of  choicest  flowers,  a  garland,  to  adorn  840 

Her  tresses,  and  her  rural  labours  crown: 

As  reapers  oft  are  wont  their  harvest-queen. 

Great  jo^  he  promised  to  his  thoughts,  &  new 

Solace  m  her  return,   so  long  delayed: 

Yet  oft  his  heart,  divine  of  something  ill,  846 

Misgave  him ;  he  the  faltering  measure  felt ; 

And  forth  to  meet  her  went  the  way  she  took 

That  moni»  when  first  they  parted :  by  the  tree 

Of  knowledge  he  must  pass ;  there  he  her  met, 

Scarce  from  the  tree  returning :  in  her  hand  850 

A  bough  of  fairest  fruit,  that  downy  smiled. 

New  gather*d,  and  ambrosial  smell  diffused. 

To   him  she  hasted;   in  her  face  excuse 

Came  prologue,  and  apology  to  prompt; 

Which,  with  bland  words  at  will,  she  thus  addressed.  855 

**  Hast  thou  not  wonder'd,  Adam,  at  my  stay  ? 
Thee  I  have  miss'd,  &  thought  it  long,  deprived 
Thy  presence;  agony  of  love  till  now 
Not  felt,  nor  shall  be  twice ;  for  never  more 
Mean  I  to  try,  what,  rash,  untried  I  sought,  860 

The  pain  of  absence  from  thy  sight.  But  strange 
Hath  been  the  cause,  and  wonderful  to  hear  : 
This  tree  is  not,  as  we  are  told,   a  tree 
Of  danger,  tasted,  nor  to  evil  unknown 
Opening  the  way;    but  of  divine  efiect,  865 

To  open  eyes,  and  make  them  gods  who  taste ; 
And  nath  oeen  tasted  such :  the  serpent,  wise, 
Or  not  restrain'd  as  we,  or  not  obeying, 
Hath   eaten  of  the  frait;   and  is  become 
Not  dead,  as  we  are  threaten'd,  but  henceforth  870 

Endued  with  human  voice,  and  human  sense, 
Reasoning  to   admiration ;    and   with  me 
Persuasively   hath  so  prevailed,   that  I 
Have  also   tasted,  and  have  also  found 
The  effects  to  correspond ;  opener  mine  eyes,  875 

Dim  erst,   dilated   spirits,   ampler  heart, 
And  growing  up  to  godhead ;  which  for  thee 
Chieny  I  sought,  without  thee,  can  despise. 
For  bliss,  as  thou  hast  part,  to  me  is  bliss. 
Tedious,  unshared  with  thee,  and  odious  soon.  880 

Thou  therefore  also  taste,  that  equal  lot 
May  join  us,  equal  joy,  as  equal  love ; 
Lest  thou,  not  tasting,  different  degree 
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Disjoin  us,  and  I  then,  too  late,  renounce 

Deity  for  thee,  when  fate  will  not  permit."  335 

Thus  Eve  with  countenance  blithe,  her  story  told ; 
But  in  her  cheek  distemper,  flushing,  glow'd 
On  the  other  side,  Adam,  soon  as  he  heard 
The  fatal  trespass  done  by  Eve,  amazed, 
Astonied  stood  and  blank,  while  horror  chill  890 

Ran  through  his  veins,  and  all  his  joints  relax'd ; 
From  his  slack  hand  the  garland,  wreath'd  for  Eve 
Down  dropt,  and  all  the  faded  roses  shed : 
Speechless  he  stood,  and  pale,  till  thus  at  length, 
First  to  himself,  he  inward  silence  broke :  895 

''  O  fairest  of  creation  !  last  and  best 
Of  all  God's  works !  creature  in  whom  excelPd 
Whatever  can  to  sight,  or  thought,  be  form'd. 
Holy,  divine,  good,  amiable,  or  sweet! 
How  art  thou  lost,  how  on  a  sudden  lost,  900 

Defaced,  deflowered,  &  now  to  death  devote  ? 
Rather,  how  hast  thou  yielded  to  transgress 
The  strict   forbiddance,   how  to   violate 
Tlie  sacred  fruit  forbidden  ?  some  cursed  fraud 
Of  enemy  hath  beguiled  thee,   yet  unknown,  905 

And  me,  with  thee,  hath  ruin'd ;  for  with  thee 
Certain  my   resolution   is  to  die  : 
How  can  I  live  without  thee,  how  foreeo 
Thy  sweet  converse  and  love,  so  dearly  join  d, 
To  live  again   in  these  wild  woods  forlorn?  910 

Should  God   create   another   Eve,   and    I 
Another  rib   aftbrd,   yet  loss   of  thee 
Would  never  from  my  heart;  no,  no,  I  feel 
The  link  of  nature  draw  me  :  flesh  of  flesh, 
Bone  of  my  bone  thou  art,  and  from  thy  state  915 

Mine  never  shall  be  parted,  bliss  or  woe." 

So  having  said,  as  one  from  sad  dismay 
Re-comforted,  and,  after  thoughts  disturb'd. 
Submitting   to   what   seem'd   remediless. 
Thus,  in  calm  mood,  his  words  to  Eve  he  turn'd.  920 

**  Bold  deed  thou  hast  presumed,  adventurous  Eve, 
And  peril  great  provoked,  who  thus  hath  dared. 
Had   it   been   only   coveting   to   eye 
That  sacred   fruit,   sacred   to   abstinence, 
Much  more  lo  taste  it  under  ban  to  touch.  925 

But  past,  who  can  recal,  or  done,  undo ; 
Not  God  omnipotent,  nor  Fate ;  yet  so 
Perhaps  thou  shalt  not  die  ;  perhaps  the  fact 
Is   not  so   heinous  now ;    foretasted  fruit, 
Profaned  first  by  the  serpent,  by  him  first  ^'^0 
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ind  unballow'fi,  «re  our  Laste  : 
I  oil  him  found  deadly,  he  yet  lives, 
i  as  tbeii  laJd'at,  and  gaius  to  live  as  uian, 
ti  degree   o(  life,   inducement  strong 
a,   as  likely,  lasting,  to   attain 
Vtional   ascenl ;    which   cannoi   be 
|o  be  goda,  or  aiigcU  derui'gods. 
can    1    think    tliat    God,   Creator  wise, 
rh  tbreateniiif ,  will  in  earnest  so  destroy 
tt  prime  creatures,   dignified    so   high, 
iver  all  his  works,  wliich  in  our  fall, 
i»  created,  neuds  vrith  us  must  fail, 
|idant    made ;    so    Giod  shall   uncreate, 
tutrate,  do,  undo,  and  labom-  lose, 
fell  conceived  of  God ;  who,  tho'  his  power 
|0n   could   repeat,    yel    would   be  loth 
'p  abolish;    lest   the   Adversary 
iph,  and  say, '  Fickle  their  state  whom  God 
Invoura :  who  can  please  him  long  ?  me  6rst 
liti'd;  now  mankind:  whom  will  he  nest  V 

Etr  of  scorn,  not  la  be  given  the  foe. 
Irer,   I   with   thee    have   Sx'd    my  lot, 
fn   to   uudergo  like  doom ;    if  death 
with  lliee,   death  is  to  me  as  life ; 
:ible,    witbiu    my   heart,   1    feel 
nd    of  nature  draw  me  to  my  own, 
twn  in  ihec,  for  what  thou  art  is  mine: 
bate  cannot  be  sever'd ;   we  arc  one. 
teth  ;  to  lose  thee,  were  to  lose  myself.'' 
I  Adam,  and  thus  Eve  tn  him  replied, 
{glorious  trial   of  exceeding  love, 
nous  evidence,   example  high! 
eing    me    to   emidate ;    but   short 
fy   perfection,    how   shall    I    attain, 
I  ?  from  whose  dear  side  1  boast  me  sprung, 
jgladly  of  our   union    hear  thee  speak, 
lenrt.  one  soul  in  both;  whereof  good  proof 
day  iiifbrds,    declaring   thee   resolved, 
ft  tlun  dewh,  or  aught  than  death  more  dr 
[•eparatr  us,  link'd  in  love  so  dear, 
■dF^rgu  willi  me,  one  gnih,  one  crime, 
f    be,    of  tasting   this   fair   fruit : 
e  virtue,  for  of  good  still  good  proceeds. 
1,    or  by   occauoii,  liath   ]>iescnted 
liBppy   trial  of  lliy   love;    which    else 
minently  never   had^been    known. 
I  it  1  ihonghl  death  menac'd  would  eusuw 
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In  thiD|;s  to  us  forbiddeD,  it  might  be  wish'd,  1025 

For  this  one  tree  had  been  forbidden  ten. 

But  come,  so  well  relresh'd,  now  let  us  play, 

As  meet  is,  after  such  delicious  (are; 

For  never  did  thy  beauty,  since  the  day 

I  saw  thee  first,  and  wedded  thee,  adorn 'd  1030 

With  all  perfections,  so  inflame  my  sense 

With  ardour  to  enjoy  thee;    fairer  now 

Than  ever,  bounty  of  this  virtuous  tree.'* 

So  said  he ;  and  Ibrbore  not  glance  or  toy 
Of  amorous  intent,  well  understood  1035 

Of  Eve,  whose  eye  darted  contagious  (ire. 
Her  hand  he  seised,  and  to  a  shady  bank, 
Thick  overhead  with  verdant  roof  imbow'rd, 
He  led  her,  nothing  loth ;  flowers  were  the  couch, 
Pansies,  and  violets,  and  asphodel,  1040 

And  hyacinth,  earth's  freshest,  softest  lap. 
There  they  their  fill  of  love,  and  love's  disport 
Took  largely ;  of  their  mutual  guilt  the  seal. 
The  solace  of  their  sin,   till  dewy  sleep 
Oppress'd  them,  wearied  with  their  amorous  play.  1045 

Soon  as  the  force  of  that  fallacious  fruit, 
l%at,   with  exhilarating  vapour  bland, 
About  their  spirits  had  play*d,  &  inmost  powers 
Made  err,  was  now  exhaFd ;  &  grosser  sleep. 
Bred  of  unkindly  fumes,  with  conscious  dreams  1 060 

£ncumber*d,  now  had  lefl  them ;  up  they  rose, 
As  from  unrest,  and,  each  the  other  viewing. 
Soon  found  their  eyes  how  open'd,  &  their  minds 
How  darken'd;  innocence,  that,  as  a  veil, 
Had  shadow'd  them  from  knowing  ill,  was  gone,  1 055 

Just  confidence,  and  native  righteousness. 
And  honour,  from  about  them,  naked  left 
To  guilty  shame  ;  ne  cover'd  ;  but  his  robe 
Uncover'd  more.  So  rose  the  Danite  strong, 
Herculean  Samson,  from  the  harlot- lap  1060 

Of  Philistean  Delilah,  and   waked 
Shorn  of  his  strength ;  they  destitute  &  bare 
Of  all  their  virtue.     Silent,   and   in  face 
Confounded,  long  they  sat,  as  strucken  mute  ; 
Till  Adam,  though  not  less  than  Eve  abash *d,  1065 

At  length  gave  utterance  to  these  words  constrain'd, 

<<  O  Eve,  in  evil  hour  tbou  didst  give  ear 
To  that  false  worm,  of  whomsoever  taught 
To  counterfeit  man  s  voice  ;  true  in  our  fall, 
False  in  our  promised  rising ;  since  our  eyes  1070 

Open'd  we  find  indeed,  and  find  we  know 
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Both  good  and  evil ;  good  lost,  and  evil  got : 
Bad  fruit  of  knowledge,  if  this  be  to  know. 
Which  leaves  us  naked  thus,  of  honour  void. 
Of  innocence,   of  faith,   of  purity,  1075 

Our  wonted  ornaments  now  soiled  &  stained  ; 
And,  in   our  faces,   evident  the  signs 
Of  foul  concupiscence ;  whence  evil  store ; 
Even  shame,  the  last  of  evils ;  of  the  first 
Be  sure  then.  How  shall  I  behold  the  face,  1080 

Henceforth,  of  God,  or  Angel,  erst  with  joy 
And  rapture  so  ofl  beheld  ?  those  heavenly  shapes 
Will  dazzle  now  this  earthly,  with  their  blaze 
InsufTerably   bright.     O   might   I    here 
In   solitude   live   savage,   in  some  glade  1085 

Obscured,  where  highest  woods,  impenetrable 
To  star  or  sun-light,  spread  their  umbrage  broad. 
And  brown  as  evening !  Cover  me,  ye  pines. 
Ye  cedars,  with  innumerable  boughs. 
Hide  me,  where  I  may  never  see  them  more !  1090 

But  let  us  now,  as  in  bad  plight,  devise 
What  best  may  for  the  present  serve  to  hide 
Tlie  parts  of  each  from  other,  that  seem  most 
To  shame  obnoxious,  and  unseemliest  seen  : 
Some  tree,  whose  broad  smooth  leaves  together  sew'd^      1095^ 
And  girded  on  our  loins,  may  cover  round 
Those  middle  parts,  that  this  new  comer,  shame. 
There  sit  not,  and  reproach  us  as  unclean." 
So  counsell'd  he  :  and  both  together  went 
Into  the  thickest  wood  ;  there  soon  they  chose  1 100 

The  fig-tree,  not  that  kind  for  fruit  renown'd. 
But  such  as,  at  this  day  to  Indians  known 
In  Malabar  or  Decan,  spreads  her  arms. 
Branching  so  broad  &  long,  that  in  the  ground 
The  bended  twigs  take  root,  &  daughters  grow  1 105 

About  the  mother  tree,   a   pillai'd  shade, 
High  over-arch'd,  &  echoing  walks  between ; 
There  ofl  the  Indian  herdsman,  shunning  heat» 
Shelters  in  cool,  &  tends  his  pasturing  herds 
At  loopholes,  cut  through  thickest  shade.    Those  lea vesll  10 
They  gathered,  broad  as  Amazonian  targe. 
And  with  what  skill  they  had,  together  sew'd. 
To  gird  their  waist ;  vain  covering,  if  to  hide 
Their  guilt  &  dreaded  shame  ;  O  how  unlike 
To  that  first  naked  glory  I    Such   of  late  1115 

Columbus  found  the  American,   so  girt 
With  feather'd  cincture,  naked  else,  &  wild, 
Among  the  trees,  on  isles  &  woody  shores. 
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Thus  fenced,  and,  m  they  tbotrght,  tlifeir  ^haitie  in  pkfi 

Cover'd,  but  not  at  rM  6r  ease  of  n^ihd,  1 120 

They  sat  them  dowtf  W  W6ep  ;  n«p  <ynly  tears 

Rain'd  at  their  eves,  btxt  high  WhidlT  worse  i^Hhhs 

Began  to  rise,  higlV  passions,  aneer,  faait^, 

Mistrust,  suspicfdV,  diiscovd,  and  sh6ok  sor^ 

Their  inward  state  of  Mind  ;  calm  regibn  oiVee,  112^ 

And  full  of  peace",  n<m  toss'd  a^  (nrbtilerit : 

For  understanding  ruled  not,  and  the  #i)f 

Heaid  not  her  hM  i  both  in  subjection  how 

To  sensual  appetite,  whd  fi^om  beneath, 

Usurping  over  sov^e${^  reason,  clairhed  1130 

Superior  sway ;  from  Wdti  dfstemper'd  bf ^a^t, 

Adam,  estranged  ht  look  and  alte^'d  st^le. 

Speech  intermitt^  thus  to  Eve  #eriewM. 

"  Would  thou  hadrt  he«i*e»/<f  t6  ray  Words,  &  sta/d 
With  me,  as  I  betought  thee,  when  that  strange  1185 

Desire  of  wandeiving,  this  unhappy  morn, 
I  know  not  whence  p0!fse^d  thee ;  we  had  then 
Remained  still  happy,  not  a^  noW,  despoil'd 
Of  all  our  good,-  mamM,  iiaktfi),  nliserable. 
Let  none  hencefoHh  seek  tifeedl^sir  cati^e  to  approve  1 1 40 

The  faith  they  6We^  t  When  «&ri¥e*^ly  they  seek 
Such  proof,  confCtodc  they  thctt  begin  to  fail.'' 

To  whom,  soon  moved  with  touch  of  blame,  thus  Eve. 
**  What  words  have  passed  thy  lips,  Adam  severe  ! 
Imputest  thou  that  to  my  default,  or  will  1145 

Of  wandering,  as  thou  calFst  it,  which  who  knows 
But  might  as  ill  have  happen*d  thou  being  by, 
Or  to  thyself,  perhaps  ?  Hadst  thou  been  there, 
Or  here  the  attempt,  thou  couldst  not  have  discern'd 
Fraud  in  the  serpent,  speaking  as  he  spake;  1150 

No  ground  of  enmity  between  us  known, 
Why  should  he  mean  me  ill,  or  seek  to  harm. 
Was  I  to  have  never  parted  from  thy  side  ? 
As  good  have  grown  there  still  a  lifeless  rib. 
Being  as  I  am,  why  didst  not  thou,  the  head,  1156 

Command  me  absolutely   not  to   go, 
Going  into  such  danger,  as  thou  saidst? 
Too  facile  then,  thou  didst  not  much  gainsay. 
Nay,  didst  permit,  approve,  and  fair  dismiss. 
Hadst  thou  been  firm  and  fix'd  in  thy  dissent,  1160 

Neither  had  I  transgressed,  nor  thou  with  me." 

To  whom,  then  first  incensed,  Adam  replied. 
"b  this  the  love,  is  this  the  recompense 
Of  mine  to  thee,  ungrateful  Eve,  express'd 
Immutable  when  thou  wert  lost,   not   I,  1165 
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Who  might  hare  lived  and  joyed  immortal  bl]8B» 

Yet  willingly  chose  rather  death  with  thee? 

And  am  I  now  upbraided  as  the  cause 

Of  thy  transgressing  ?  not  enough  severe. 

It  seems,  in  thy  restraint :  what  could  I  more  ?  1 1 70 

I  warned  thee,  I  admonished  thee,  foretold 

The  daneer,   and   the  lurking  enemy 

That  lay  m  wait ;  beyond  this,  had  been  force* 

And  force  upon  free-will  hath  here  no  place. 

But  confidence  then  bore   thee  on;   secure  1175 

Either  to  meet  no  danger,  or  to  find 

Matter  of  glorious  trial ;    and   perhaps 

f   also  err'd,   in   overmuch   admiring 

What  seem'd  in  thee  so  perfect,  that  I  thought 

No  evil  durst  attempt  thee;   but    I  rue  1180 

That  error  now,  which  is  become  my  crime. 

And  thou  the  accuser.     Thus  it  shall  beial 

Him,  who,  to  worth  in  women  overtrusting 

Lets  her  will  rule ;  restraint  she  will  not  brook ; 

And   lefl  to   herself,  if  evil  thence   ensue,  1185 

She  first  his  weak  indulgence  will  accuse/' 

Thus  they,  in  mutual  accusation,  spent 
The  fruitless  hours,  but  neither  self-condemning  $ 
And  of  their  vain  contest  appeared  no  end. 
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Man*s  transgrenion  known,  tbt  goardiiui  Ang^  fomke  FBradlM^ 
aod  return  up  to  Heaven  to  approve  their  vigtlance,  and  are  ap- 
proved ;  Ood  declaring  that  the  entrance  of  Satan  coald  not  be  by 
them  prevented.  He  tends  hla  Son  to  Judge  the  tranagrenon,  irho 
deicends  and  gives  sentence  accordingly  }  then  in  pity  dothea  them 
both,  and  re-asceads.  Sin  and  Death  sitting  tiil  ihtn  at  tht  gatea 
of  Hell,  by  wondrous  sympathy,  feeling  the  success  of  Satao  in 
this  new  world,  and  the  sin  by  Man  there  committed,  resolve  to  sit 
no  longer  confined  in  Hell,  but  to  follow  Satan  their  aire  np  to  th« 
place  of  Man.  To  malce  the  way  eaaier  Arom  Hell  to  this  world|to 
and  ftt>,  they  pave  a  broad  highway  or  bridge  over  Chaos*  •ccording 
to  the  track  that  Satan  first  made ;  then,  preparing  for  earth,  they 
oteet  him,  proud  of  his  success,  retnmlng  to  Hell  j  their  mutual 
gratulation.  Satan  arrives  at  Pandemonium ;  in  ftiil  assembly  re. 
lates,  with  boasting,  his  success  against  Man }  instead  of  applause 
is  entertained  with  a  general  hiss  by  all  hi*  audience,  transformed 
with  himself  suddenly  into  serpents,  according  to  his  doom  In  Pa- 
radise ;  then,  deluded  with  a  show  of  the  forbidden  tree  springing 
up  before  them,  they,  greedily  reaching  to  take  of  the  fruit,  chew 
dust  and  bitter  ashes.  The  proceedings  of  Sin  and  Death.  God 
foretells  the  final  victory  of  his  Son  over  them,  and  the  renewing 
of  all  things;  but,  for  the  present,  commands  his  Angels  to  make 
several  alterations  in  the  heavens  and  elements.  Adam,  more  and 
more  perceiving  his  fallen  condition,  heavily  bewails ;  r^ects  the 
condolement  of  Eve ;  she  persists,  and  at  length  appeases  him ;  then, 
to  evade  the  curse  likely  to  fall  on  their  offspring,  proposes  to  Adam 
violent  ways,  which  he  approves  not,  but  conceiving  better  hope, 
puts  her  in  mind  of  the  late  promise  made  them,  that  her  seed 
should  be  revenged  on  the  Serpent,  and  exhorts  her,  with  him,  to 
Keek  peace  of  the  offended  Deity  by  repentance  and  supplicatloD. 
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JVlBANWHtLE  the  heiooua  &a&  deapiteFul  act 
Of  Satan,  doae   ia   Paradise,   and   how 
He,   in    the  serpent,    hnil    perverted  Eve, 

husband    ebe,   to   taste   the   fatal    fntit, 
Was  known  in  Heaven  i  for  what  can  'scape  the  eye 
Of  God,  all-seeing,  or  deceive  his  heart. 
Omniscient  ?    who,  in  alt  tilings  wise  and  just. 
Hindered  not   Siitan    to  attempt   the    mind 
Of  man,  with  strength  entire,  &  free-will  armM, 
Complete,    to    have  discover'd    and    repulse<l 
Whatever  wiles  of  foe,  or  seeming  friend. 

r  still  tbey  knew,  &  ought  to  have  gtiU  remember'd 
The  high  injuncliou,   not  to   taste  thnt  fruit. 
Whoever  tenipledi   which  they,  not  obeying, 
Incurr'd,  what  could  they  less?   the  penalty, 
And,    manifold  in   sin,   deserved    to  fall. 
Up   into   Heaven,   from    Paradise,   in    haste. 
The  angelic  guards  ascended,  mute  and  sod 
7or  Man)  for  of  his  state  by  this  they  knew. 
Much  wond'ring  how  the  subtle  Fiend  had  stolen 
Entrance  unseen.    Soon  as  the  unwelcome  ncwB 
1  Earth  anived  at  Heaven  gate,  displeased 
All  were  who  heard  i  di<n  sndncss  did  not  spare. 
That   time,   celestial   visages,    yel.    inix'U 
With    pity,   violated    not   their   bliss. 
About   the    new   arrived,    in    multitudes. 
The  ethereal  people  ran,  to  hear  and  know 

all  befell :  they,  towards  the  throne  supreme 
Accauatable,    mode    haste   to    make   appear. 
With  righteous  pica,  their  utmost  vigilance. 
And  aasily  approved:   when  the  Most  High 
Eternal    Father,    from    his    secret   cloud 
Amidst,    In    tlmnder   utcer'd   thus   his  voice, 

"  Assenihlcil  Angela,  and  yo  Powers  relurn'J 
Prom  unsiicceisful  charge,  be  not  dismay'd. 
Nor  troubled  at  these  tldingi  from  the  earth  | 
Which  your  sincerest  care  cuuld  not  prevent, 
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Foretold  so  lately  what  would  come  to  pass 

When  first  this  tempter  cross'd  the  eulf  from  HeD. 

1  told  ye  then,  he  should  prevail,  and  speed  40 

On  his  bad  errand ;  Man  should  be  seduced 

And   flattered  out  of  all,  believing  hes 

Against  his    Maker ;   no  decree   of  mine 

Concurring  to   necessitate  his  fall, 

Or  touch  with  lightest  moment  of  impulse,  45 

His  free-will,  to  her  own  inchning  left, 

In  even  scale.     But  fallen  he  is ;  and  now 

What  rests,  but  that  the  mortal  sentence  pass 

On  his  transgression,  death  denounced  that  day  ? 

Which  he  presumes  already  vain  and  void,  50 

Because  not  yet  inflicted,  as  he  fear'd, 

By  some  immediate  stroke ;  but  soon  shall  find 

Forbearance  no  acquittance,  ere  day  end. 

Justice  shall  not  return,  as  bounty,  scorn 'd. 

But  whom  send  I  to  judge  them  ?  \\Tiom  but  thee,  55 

Vicegerent  Son  ?  to  thee  I  have  transferred 

All  judgment,  whether  in  Heaven,  or  Earth,  or  Hell. 

F.asv  it  misfht  be  seen  that  I  intend 

Mercy  tx>lleat:ue  with  justice,  sending  thee, 

^f;\n*s  Friend,  his  Mediator,  his  design'd  GO 

lk>th  R.insom   and  Redeemer  Tohintary, 

And  destined  Man  himself  to  judge  Man  fallen.*' 

So  spake  the  Father,  .md  unfolding  bright 
Towani  li.e  rig^.it  haviJ  his  glory,  on  the  Son 
Blazeil    forth    unclouded    Deitr ;    he   full  65 

« 

Hosplondcnt   all   h'S  F.^t^or   mAnifesl 
r.xprossM.  and  thr.s  d.viicly  .^.nswer'd  mild. 

"Falser    otcrnal,    l\..zic    is   lo   viecree. 
M  no.  Iv^rh  h  Ho  a  von  A-  F-arih.  to  dc^  ihv  will 
Su pro :1c:  'h  t  ih.'U  i"  ino  ihv  Son  r»eloved.  70 

M  \*si  ;vcr  i't^t  *»o;!  pio;i<io.":.     1  co  Tojudpe 
I'^n  o,;:i?:  J  boss*  ;■  T  ;r.',"iScrosf».-»^,  Su:  ib.-^i:  know'si, 
M  ♦^vvo:  MiriciV*.^^:  wv-rs:  or.  mi  ir.usJ  iighi, 
Wjv-r;   ;;rno  s)i*..   iv.   ■:•:  sc  1  uniencok 
1 V  •'  *  -  70   4  >>  00  :  A  r»,"i  *^ .»:  rooi  -r :  .-niT .  this  obrfiir.  75 

i"*     irh:,  :h.i    i   mM  m'tic^.:;   :ber  oovuxi. 
K^      mt    ,^o"vo..    vo:    1   fiVifc)    T^m«c  so 

^.:,  T^.    r>,\     .-.:v■s^'.■'  •^^v.  r,v  :-«ii..  »*brT none  80 

A\    '.■  :v'\>'       J\'  'i?.:cn"»oii:    N';  rhf  m.-lc  C. 

V;».>s.     «. .       •»,     'M-,.   :w.   :  rY<pTi:    r?-  .^nnnpmn'd,  j^ 

,""..,       r\     MLi,h.     :*"«      "'''^^■'     »•'     al     tew:  j '» 
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Thus  saying,  from  his  radiant  seat  he  rose  85 

Of  high  collateral  glory  :  him  thrones,  &  powers, 
Princedoms,  and  dominations  ministrant, 
Accompanied  to  Heaven  gate ;  from  whence 
Eden  and  all  the  coast  in  prospect  lay. 
Down  he  descended  straight ;  the  speed  of  gods  90 

Time  counts  not,  tho'  with  swiftest  minutes  wiLg'd. 
Now  was  the  sun  in  western  cadence  low 
From  noon,  and  gentle  airs,  due  at  their  hour, 
To  hxk  the  earth  now  waked,  and  usher  in 
The  evening  cool ;  when  he  from  wrath  more  cool,  95 

Came  the  mild  Judee,  and  Intercessor  both. 
To  sentence  man  :  the  voice  of  God  they  heard, 
Now  walking  in  the  garden,  by  soft  winds 
Brought  to  their  ears,  while  day  declined;  they  heard. 
And  from  his  presence  hid  themselves  among  100 

The  thickest  trees,  both  man  and  wife,  till  God 
Approaching,  thus  to  Adam  call'd  aloud. 

**  Where  art  thou,  Adam,  wont  with  joy  to  meet 
My  coming,  seen  far  off  ?  I  miss  thee  here, 
Not  pleased,  thus  entertained  with  sohtude,  105 

Where  obvious  duty  ere  while  appeared  unsought : 
Or  come  I  less  conspicuous,  or  what  change 
Absents  thee,  or  what  chance  detains  ?  Come  forth." 

Became,  &with  him  Eve,  more  loath,  though  first 
To  offend,  discountenanced  both,  &  discomposed  ;  110 

Love  was  not  in  their  looks,  either  to  God, 
Or  to  each   other ;  but  apparent   guilt, 
And  shame,  and  perturbation,  and  despair. 
Anger,  and  obstinacy,  and  hate,  and  guile. 
Whence  Adam,  faltering  long,  thus  answered  brief.  115 

"  I  heard  thee  in  the  garden,  and  of  thy  voice 
Afraid,  being  naked,  hid  myself."     To  whom 
The  gracious  Judge,  without  revile,  replied. 
**  My  voice  thou  oh  hast  heard,  &  hast  not  fear'd. 
But  still  rejoiced  :  how  is  it  now  become  120 

So  dreadful  to  thee  ?  that  thou  art  naked ,  who 
Hath  told  thee  ?  hast  thou  eaten  of  the  tree. 
Whereof  I  gave  thee  charge  thou  shouldst  not  eat  V* 
To  whom  thus  Adam,  sore  beset,  replied. 
"  O  Heaven !  in  evil  strait  this  day  I  stand  125 

Before  my  Judge,  either  to  undergo 
Myself  the  total  crime,  or  to  accuse 
My  other  self,  the  partner  of  my  life ; 
Whose  failing,  while  her  faith  to  me  remains, 
I  should  conceal,  and  not  expose  to  blame  130 

By  my   complaint;    but  strict  necessity 
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Subdues  nie,  and  calamitous  constraint. 

Lest  on  my  head  both  sin  and  punishment. 

However   insupportable,  be   all 

Devolved  :  though  should  I  hold  my  peace,  yet  iliou  135 

WouMst  easily  detect   what   1   conceal. 

Tliis  womi^n.  whom  thou  madesi  to  be  my  help. 

And  gavest  me  as  thy  perfect  gift,  so  good, 

So   6t,   so  acceptable,   so  divine, 

1  hat  from  her  hand  I  could  suspect  no  ill,  140 

And   what  she  did,   whatever  in  itself. 

Her  doing  seem*d   to  justify   the  deed ; 

She   gave  me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did  eat." 

To  whom  the  sovereign  Presence  thus  replied. 
'  Was  she  thy  God,  that  her  thou  didst  obey  145 

Before  his  voice,  or  was  she  made  thy  guide, 
Superior,   or  but  equal,   that  to  her 
Thou  didst  resign  thy  manhood,  and  the  place 
Wierein  God  set  thee  above  her,  made  of  thee. 
And  for  thee,  whose  perfection  far  excell'd  150 

Her's,   in   all   real  dignity?  Adom'd 
She  was  indeed,  and  lovely  to  attract 
Thy  love,  not  thy  subjection ;  and  her  gifls 
Were  such  as,  under  government,  well  seem'd. 
Unseemly  to  bear  rule,  which  was  thy  part  155 

And  person,  hadst  thou  known  thyself  aright." 

So  having  said,  he  thus  to  Eve  in  few. 
**  Say  womi-n,  what  is  this  which  thou  hast  done  ?*' 

To  whom  bad  Eve,  with  shame  nigh  overwhelm'd. 
Confessing  soon,  yet  not  before  her  Judge  \qq  j 

Bold  or  loquacious,  thus  abash 'd,  replicHd.  / 

**The  serpent  me  beguiled,  and  I  did  eat." 

Which,  when  the  Lord  God  heard,  without  delay,  ! 

To  judgn\ent  he  proceeded,  on  the  accused  -  . 

Serpent,  tliough  bnite,  unable  to  transfer  |65 

The  guilt  on  him,  who  made  him  instrument 
Of  mischief,  and  polluted  from  the  end 
Of  his  creation ;  justly   then    accursed, 

As  vitiated   in  nature.     More  to  know  I 

Concerned  not  man,  since  he  no  further  knew,  170  , 

Nor  alter*d  his  offence ;   yet  God  at  last 

To   Satan,  Brst  in  sin,  his  doom  apphed,  i 

Tliough  in  mysterious  terms,  judged  as  then  best :  ^ 

And  on  the  Serpent  thus  his  curse  let  fall. 

'*  Becaiiso  thou  hast  done  this,  thou  art  accursed  1 75 

Above  all   cattle,   each    beast  of  the   field  ; 
Upon    thy  l>elly  grovelling   thou   shalt   go. 
And  dust  shalt  eat,  all  (he  days  of  thy  life. 
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Between   thee  and  the  woman   I  will  pui 

Enmity,  and  between  thine  and  her  seed  ;  180 

Her  seed  shall  bruise  thy  head,  thou  bruise  his  heel." 

So  sp^ke  this  Oracle,  then  verified 
When  Jesus,  son  of  Mary,  second  Eve, 
Saw  Satan  fall  like  lightning,  down  from  Heaven, 
Prince  of  the  air ;  then  rising  from  his  grave,  185 

Spoird  principalities  and  powers,  trhimph'd 
In  open  show,  and»  with  a3cension  bright, 
C^tivity  let  captive  through  the  air, 
The  realm  itself  of  Satan,  long  usurp*d ; 
Whom  he  shall  tread  at  last  under  our  feet,  190 

Even  he,  who  now  foretold  his  fatal  bruise  ; 
And  to  die  woman  thus  his  sentence  tum*d. 
"Thy  sorrow  I  wiU  greatly  multiply. 
By  thy  conception ;  chudren  thou  shalt  bring 
In  sorrow  forth;    and  to  thy  husband's  will  195 

Thine  shall  submit ;  he  over  Uiee  shall  rule/' 
On  Adam  last  thus  judgment  he  pronounced. 
"  Because  thou  hast  hearken'd  to  the  voice  of  thy  wife 
And  eaten  of  the  tree,  concerning  which 
I  charged  thee,  saymg,  *  Thou  shsdt  not  eat  thereof ;  *  200 

Cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy  sake ;  thou,  in  sorrow, 
Shalt  eat  thereof,  all  the  days  of  thy  hfe ; 
Thorns  also,  &  thistles,  it  shall  bring  thee  forth, 
Unbid ;  &  ihou  shalt  eat  the  herb  of  the  field, 
In  the  sweat  of  thy  ^e  shalt  thou  eat  bread,  205 

Till  thou  return  unto  the  ground;  for  thou 
Out  of  the  ground  wast  taken ;  know  thy  birth, 
For  dust  thou  art,  and  shalt  to  dust  return." 

So  judged  he  man,  both  Judge  &  Saviour  sent ; 
And  the  instant  stroke  of  death,  denounc*d  that  day  2 1 0 

Removed  fai  off;  then  pitying  how  they  stood 
Before  him,  naked  to  the  air,  that  now 
Must  suffer  change,  disdained  not  to  begin. 
Thenceforth,  the  form  of  Servant  to  assume, 
As  when  he  wash'd  his  servants'  feet ;  so  now  216 

As  Father  of  his  family,  he  clad 
Their  nakedness  with  skins  of  beasts,  or  slain, 
Or,  as  the  snake,  with  youthful  coat  repaid  ; 
And  thought  not  much  to  clothe  his  enemies  : 
Nor  he  their  outward  only,  with  the  skins  220 

Of  beasts,  but  inward  nakedness,  much  more 
Opprobrious,  with  his  robe  of  righteousness, 
Arraying,  cover'd  from  his  Father*s  sight. 
To  bun,  with  swift  ascent,  he  up  return'd, 
Into  his  blissful  bosom  re-assumed  225 
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A  glory,  as  of  old :  to  him  appeased. 

Ally  though  all-knowing,  what  luid  pa8S*d  with  Mai» 

llecountad,   mixing  intercession    sweet. 

Meanwhile,  ere  thus  was  sinn'd  &  judg'd  on  earth. 
Within  the  gates  of  Hell  sat  Sin  and  Death,  23< 

In  counter- view  within  the  gates,  that  now 
Stood  open  wide,  belching  outrageous  flame. 
Far  into  Chaos,  since  the  Fiend  pass'd  through, 
Sin  opening,  who  thus  now  to  D>eath  began. 

''  O  Son,  why  sit  we  here,  each  other  viewing  23/ 

idly,  whQe  Satan,  our  great  author,  thrives 
In  other  worlds,  &  happier  seat  provides 
For  us,  his  ofi&pring  dear?  It  cannot  be 
But  that  success  attends  him ;  if  mishap, 
Ere  this  he  had  retum'd,  with  fiiry  driven  24( 

By  his  avengers,  since,  no  place  like  this 
Can  fit  his  punishment,  or  their  revenge. 
Methinks  I  feel  new  strength  within  me  rise ; 
Wings  growing,  and  dominion  given  me,  large 
Beyond  this  deep  ;  whatever  draws  me  on,  24i 

Or  sympathy,  or  some  connatural  force, 
Powerful  at  greatest  distance  to  unite. 
With  secret  amity,  things  of  like  kmd, 
By  secretest  conveyance ;  thou,  my  shade 
Inseparable,   must  with  me  aiong :  25( 

For  Death  from  Sin  no  power  can  separate. 
But  lest  the   difficulty  of  passing  back 
Stay   his   return,   perhaps    over  this   gulf 
Impassable,   impervious,   let   us  try, 
Adventrous  work,  yet  to  thy  power  &  mine  25f 

Not   unagreeable,   to  found   a   path 
Over  this  main,  fi-om  Hell,  to  that  new  world 
Where   Satan   now   prevails;   a  monument 
Of  merit  high,   to   all   the   infernal   host; 
Easing  their   passage  hence,  for   intercourse,  26( 

Or  transmigration,   as   their   lot  shall   lead. 
Nor  can  I  miss  the  way,  so  strongly  drawn, 
By   this   new-felt   attraction   and   instinct. *' 

Whom  thus  the  meagre  Shadow  answer 'd  soon, 
**  Go   whither   fate,   and   inclination   strong,  26i 

Leads  thee;   I  shall  not  lag  behind,  nor  err 
Tlie  way,  thou  leading ;  such  a  scent  I  draw 
Of  carnage,  prey  innumerable,  and  taste 
The  savour  of  Death,  from  all  things  there  that  live  : 
Nor   shall   I,  to   the  work  thou  enterprisest,  27< 

Be   wanting,   but  afford  thee   equal   aid.*' 

So  saying,  with  delight,  he  snutf 'd  the  smell 
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Of  mortal  change  on  earth.    As  when  a  flock 

Of  rarenous  fowl^  though  many  a  league  remote^ 

Against  the  day  of  battle,  to  a  field,  275 

l^ere  armies  lie  encamped,  come  flying  lured 

With  scent  of  living  carcases,  designed 

For  death,  the  foUowmg  day,  in  bloody  fight : 

So  scented  the  grim  Featifre,  and  uptum'd 

His  nostrils  wide  into  the  murky   air,  280 

Sagacious  of  his  quarry  from  so  hr. 

Sen  both  from  out  Hell-gates  into  the  waste 

Wide  anarchy  of  Chaos,  damp  and  dark, 

Flew  diverse ;  and  with  power,  their  power  was  great, 

Hoyering  upon  the  waters,  what  they  met,  285 

Solid  or  shmy,   as  in  raging  sea 

Toss'd  up  and  down,  together  crowded  drove, 

From  eacn  side  shoaling  towards  the  mouth  of  Hell : 

As  when  two  polar  winds,  blowing  adverse, 

Upon  the  Cronian  sea,  together  drive  290 

Mountains  of  ice,  that  stop  &e  imagin'd  way, 

Beyond  Petzora,  eastward,  to   the  rich 

Gathaian  coast.    The  aggregated   soil. 

Death,  with  his  mace  petrific,  cold  and  dry, 

As  with  a  trident,  smote,  and  fix'd  as  firm  295 

As  Delos,  floating  once;   the  rest,  his  look 

Bound,  with  Grorgonian  rigour,  not  to  move ; 

And  with  Asphaltic  slime,  broad  as  the  gate. 

Deep  to  the  roots  of  Hell  the  gathered  beach 

They  &sten'd ;  &  the  mole  immense  wrought  on,  300 

Over  the  foaming  deep,  high  arch'd,  a  bridge, 

Of  length  pnx%ious,  joining  to  the  wall, 

Immoveable,   of  this  new  fenceless  world, 

Forfeit  to  death ;  frt)m  hence,  a  passage  broad, 

Smooth,   easy,  inoffensive,   down  to   Hell.  305 

So,  if  great  tnings  to  small  may  be  compared, 

Xerxes,  the  liberty  of  Greece   to   yoke, 

From   Susa  his   Memnonian  palace  high. 

Came  to  the  sea;   and,   over   Hellespont 

Bridging  his  way,  Europe  with  Asia  join*d,  310 

And  scourged  with  many  a  stroke  the  indignant  waves. 

Now  had  taey  brought  the  work,  by  wondrous  art 

Pontifical,   a  ridge  of  pendent  rock, 

Over  the  vex'd   abyss,   following  the  track 

Of  Satan,  to  the  self-same  place,  where  he  315 

First  lighted  from  his  wing,  and  landed  safe 

From  out  of  Chaos,   to  the  outside  bare 

Of  this  round  world  *  with  pins  of  adamant. 

And  chains,  they  made  all  fast ;  too  fast  they  made 
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And   duiuble ;    and   now,   in    lilllo  tpacv. 
The   confines   nurt  of  empyreaw    Heaves, 
And  of  this  world ;  mkI  on  the  left  hand,  H«U 
With  long  reach  ititeniosed ;  ihrae  aevpral  wajrt. 
In  sight,  to  each  of  these   three   pl;ices  M. 
And  HOW  their  way  to  earth  they  hod  descfT'd, 
To    Paradise   first  tending,    when,    behoki 
Satan   in  likeness  of  an   angel   briglit, 
Betwixt  the  Centaur  tind  the  Sconiion  steering 
His    zenith,    while  the  sun   in   Aries   foM: 
Disguis'd  he  came ;  but  thoae,  his  children  dear 
Tlieir  parent  soon  disceni*d,llioughin  di*guise. 
He,    after   Eve  seduced,  nnminded,  slunk 
Into  the  wopd  fast  bv;  and  changing;  shape  ' 
To  observe  the  sequel,  saw  his  gnileftil  act, 
Qy    Eve,   though   all  unweeting,    seconded 
Upon  her  husband ;  sow  their  shame  that  sought 
Vain  covertures;  but  when  he  sitw  descend 
The  Son   of  God   to  Judge   them,  terrifled 
He   fled,  not  hoping  to  escape,  but  shun 
Tlie  present,  feanng,  guilty,  wliat  his  wrath 
Might  suddenly  inlfict :  that  past,  retnrn'd 
By  night,  and  Ust^niog,  where  the  hapless  pair 
Sat  in  their  sad  diicottrse,  and  various  plaint, 
Tlience  gather'd  his-own  doom ;  whicji  ondentood. 
Not  instant,  but  of  fiitore   time,  with  joy 
And  lidings  fraoght,  to  Hell  he  now  retiim'd  ; 
And    at   the   brink  of  Chaos,  near  the  fool 
Of  this  new  wonderous   pontiflce,  uuhop'd. 
Met,  who  to  meet  hmi  came,  his  ollspring  deaf. 
Great  joy  was  at  their  meeting ;  and,  al  sight 
Of  that  stupendous  bridge,  hia  joy  increased. 
Long  he   admiring   stood,   ttU  Sin,   his  fair 
Enchanting  daughter,  thtta  the  silence  broke. 
"  O  parent  [  these  are  lliy  inagnific  deed*. 
Thy  trophies,  which  thou  yiew'st  as  not  thine  own ; 
Thou  art  their  author,  and  prime  aichitect ; 
For  I   no   sooner  in  my  heart  divined 
(My   hfan,  which,    by  a   secret  harmony, 
Still  moves  with  thine,  Join'd  in  connection  sweet ,) 
That  thou  on  earth  hadst  prosper'd,  which  thy  look" 
Now   also   evidence,    bat   straight   1    feh. 
Though  distant  from  thee  worlds  between,  yet  ftit 
That   1    must   alter  thee,   with   this   thy   md. 
Such    lata!   consequenee  unites    as  three : 
Hell  could  no  longer  hold  n*  in  her  boundi. 
Nor  this    uuvoyageafale   gulf  obacuie 
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I  from  following  thy  illustrious   track, 
hast  achieved  our  liberty,   coniined 
I  Hell-gates  till  now ;  thou  us  empower'd 
rtify  thus  hr,  and  overlay  370 

this  poitentotts  bridge,  the  dark  abyss, 
now  IS  all  this  world;  thy  virtue  hath  won 
thy  hands  boilded  not ;  thy  wisdom  gain'd 
>daSy  what  war  hath  lost,  and  fully  avenged 
H  in  Heaven :  here  thou  shalt  monarch  reign,  375 

didst  not;  there  let  Him  still  victor  sway, 
tie  hath  adjudged,  from  this  new  world 
ig,   by  his  own  doom  alienated; 
lencemrth   monarehy  with  thee   divide 
things  parted  by  the  empyreal  bounds,  380 

uadrature,  from  thy  orbicular  world; 
thee  now  more  dangerous  to  his  throne/' 
om  thus  the  Prince  of  Darkness  answer'd,  glad, 
daughter,  and  thou  son  and  grandchild  boUi, 
)roof  ye  now  have  given  to  be  the  race  385 

tan,  for  I   glory   in   the   name, 
>nist  of  Heaven's   almighty   King, 

have  merited  of  me,   of  all 
femal  empire,  that  so  near  Heaven's  door, 
)hal  with  triumphal  act  have  met,  390 

nth  this  gte>riou3  work,  and  made  one  reahn, 
nd  this  world,  one  realm,  one  continent 
sy  thoroughfare.     Therefore,   while   I 
id  through  darkness,  on  your  road  with  ease, 
f  associate  powers^   them  to   acquaint  395 

these  successes,  and  with  them  rejoice, 
70  this  way,  among  these  numerous  orbs, 
urs,  right  down  to  Paradise  descend; 
dwell  and  reign  in  bliss,  thence  on  the  earth 
ion   exercise,   and   in   the   air,  400 

f  on   Man,   sole  lord   of  all   declared, 
rst  make  sure  your  thrall,  and  lastly,  kill, 
ibstitutes   I   send   ye,   and   create 
)tent  on  earth,  of  matchless  might, 
;  from  me ;  on  your  joint  vigour  now  405 

)ld  of  this  new  kingdom  all  depends, 
;h  Sin  to  Death  exposed  by  my  ej&ploit. 
r  joint  power  prevails,  the  affairs  of  Hell 
tnment  need  fear;  go,  and  be  strong." 
aying,  he  dismiss'd  them :  they,  with  speed,  4 1 0 

ourse  through  thickest  constellations  held, 
ling  their  bejoe :  the  blasted  stars  looked  wan ; 
>lanets,   planet-struck,   real  eclipse 
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Then  sufTerM.    The  other  way  Satan  went  dowu 

The  cause- way  to  Hell-gate:  on  either  side  415 

Disparted  Chaos  over-built,   exclaim'd, 

And  with  rebounding  surge  the  bars  assail'd. 

That  scom'd  his  indignation :  through  the  gate. 

Wide  open  and  unguarded,  Satan   paas'dy 

And  all   about  found   desolate ;    for  those  420 

Appointed  to  sit  there,  had  left  their  charge, 

Flown  to  the  upper  world ;  the  rest  were  all 

Far  to  the  inland   retired,  about  the  walls 

Of  Pandemonium,   city  and   proud  seat 

Of  Lucifer,   so  by   allusion   called,  4*23 

Of  that  bright  star  to  Satan  paragon'd: 

There  kept  their  watch  the  legions,  while  the  grand 

In   council  sat,   solicitous  what  chance 

Might  intercept  their  emperor  sent;  ao  he 

Departing,  gave  command,  and  they  observ'd.  430 

As  when  the  Tartar  from  his  Russian  foe. 

By   Astracan,   over  the   snowy   plains,  f 

Retires,  or  Bactrian  Sophi,  from  the  horns 

Of  Turkish  crescent,  leaves  all  waste  beyond 

The  realm   of  Aladule,   in   his  retreat  ^4^5 

To  Taurus  or  Casbin :    so  these,  tlie  late  ^    . 

Heaven -banish'd  host,  left  desert  utmost  Hdl,  i 

Many  a  dark  league,  reduced  in  careful  watch,  ..- 

Round  their  metropolis,  and  now,  expecting 

Each  hour  their  great  adventurer,  from  the  search  440 

Of  foreign  worlds :  he,  through  the  midst,  unmark*d, 

In   show   plebeian   angel  militant, 

Of  lowest  order,  pass'd ;  and  from  the  door 

Of  that   Plutonian   hall,   invisible, 

Ascended  his  high  throne,  which,  under  state  445 

Of  richest  texture  spread,  at  the  upper  end 

Was  placed  in  regal  lustre.     Down  a  while 

He  sat,  and  round  alx)ut  him  saw,  unseen  : 

At  last,  as  from  a  cloud,  liis  fulgent  head 

And  shape,  star-bright,  appeared,  or  brighter,  clad  450 

\N'ith  what  permissive  glory,  since   his   fall 

Was  left  him,  or  false  glitter.     All   amazed. 

At  that  so  sudden  blaze,  the  Stygian  throng 

Bent  their  aspect,  and  whom  they  wish'd,  beheld. 

Their  mighty  chief  retuni'd.  Loud  was  the  acclaim :  455 

Forth  rusird  in  haste  the  great  consulting  peers, 

Raised  from  the  dark  divan,  and  with  like  joy, 

Congratulant,  approacli'd  him  ;  who,  with  hand 

Silence,  and  with  these  words,  attention  won. 

"  Thrones,  dominations,  princedoms,  virtues,  powers,       460 
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For  in  pomesaion  such,  not  only  of  right, 

I  call  ye,  and  declare  ye  now,  retum'd 

SuccesBnil,  beyond  hope,  to  lead  ye  forth, 

Triomphanty  out  of  this  infernal  pit, 

Abommable,  accursed,  the  house  of  woe  465 

And  dungeon  of  our  Tyrant :  now  possesb, 

As  lords,  a  spacious  world,  to  our  native  Heaven 

Little  inferior,  by  my  adventure  hard, 

With  perfl  great  achieved.     Long  were  to  tell 

What!  have  done,  what  sufier*d;  with  what  pain  470 

Voyag'd  the  unreal,  vast,  unbounded  deep 

Of  horrible  confusion;    over  which. 

By  Sin  and  Death,  a  broad  way  now  is  paved, 

To  expedite  your  glorious  march;    but  I 

Toil'd  out  my  uncouth  passage,  forc'd  to  ride  475 

The  ontractaUe  abyss,  plunged  in  the  womb 

Of  unorigmal  Night  and  Chaos  wQd, 

Tliat,  jealous  of  their  secrets,  fiercely  oppos*d 

My  journey  strange,  with  clamorous  uproar. 

Protesting  rate  supreme ;  thence,  how  I  found  480 

Tlie  new-created  worid,  which  fame  in  Heaven 

Long  had   foretold,   a   fitbric   wonderful, 

Of'    absolnte    perfection,   therein    Man 

Raced  in  a  Paradise,   by  our    exfle 

Made  happy :  him,  by  fraud,  I  have  seduced  485 

From  his  Creator,  and,  the  more  to  increase 

Your  wonder,  with  an  apple.    He,  thereat 

Offended,  worth  your  laughter,  hath  given  up 

Both  his  beloved  man,  and  all  his  world. 

To  Sin  and  Death  a  prey;  and  so  to  us,  490 

Without  our  hazard,  labour,   or  alarm, 

To  range  in,  and  to  dwell,  and  over  man 

To  rule,  as  over  all  he  should  have  ruled. 

True  is,  me  also  he  hath  judged ;  or  rather 

Me  not,  but  the  brute  serpent,  m  whose  shape  493 

Man  I  deceived  :  that  which  to  me  belongs 

b   enmity,   which   he   will   put   between 

Me  and  mankind ;  I  am  to  bruise  his  heel ; 

His  seed,  when  is  not  set,  shall  bruise  my  head  : 

A  world,  who  would  not  purchase  with  a  bruise,  500 

Or  much  more  grievous  pain  7  Ye  have  the  account 

Of  my  perftNrmanoe :  wnat  remains,  ye  gods. 

But  up,   and  enter   now  mto  full  bliss?'' 

So  haying  said,  a  while  he  stood,  expecting 
Their  univmd  shout,  and  high  applause  505 

To  fin  his  ear;    when  contrary,  he  hears 
On  an   sides,   firom   innumerable  tongues. 
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A  dismal   universal  liiss,   the    sound 

01  public  scorn  1  he  wondend,  but  not  loug 

Had  leisure,  wondering  at  himself  now  more ; 

His  visage  drawn,  he  lelt,  to  sharp  and  sp&pe. 

His  arms  clune  1o  his  ribs,  his  legs  entwining 

Each  other,  till  supplanted,  dawn  he  fell, 

A  ttionfttrouE  serpent   on  his  belly  prone. 

Reluctant,   but   in   vain  ;  a  greater  Power 

Now  ruled  him  punisb'd  in  the  shape  he  siiin'd, 

According  to  his  doom.     He  would  have  spoke. 

But  hiss  fot  hiss  return'd,  with  tbrlced  tongue 

To  forked  tongue ;  for  now  were  all  translorm'd 

Alike,   to   serpents ;  all,   as   accessories 

To   his   bold  riot.     Dreadtul  was  the   din 

Of  htssmg  through  the  hall,  thick  swarmmg  now 

With  complicated  monsters,  head   and   tail. 

Scorpion  and  Asp,  and  Amphisbeena  dire, 

Cerastes  hom'd,  Hydrus,  and  Hops,  drear, 

And  Dipsas  (not  so  thick  swarm'd  once  the  soil 

Bedropt  with  blood  of  Gorgon,  or  the  isle 

Ophiusa) :  but  still  greatest  he  the  midst, 

Now  dragon  grown,  larger  than  whom  the  sun 

Engeuder'd    in  the  PyUiian  vale,  on  slime, 

Huge  Python,  and  bis  power  no  less  he  seem'd 

Above  thf.  lest,  still  to  retain;    they  all 

Him  follow'd,  issuing  forth  to  the  open  field. 

Where   all   yet  left  of  that   revolted    roul, 

Heav'n-fall'n,  in  station  stood,  or  just  array. 

Sublime    with   expectation,  when   to    see. 

In  trhimph  issuing  forth,  their  glorious  chief; 

They  saw,  but  other  sight  instead,  a  crowd 

Of  ugly  serpents ;    horror   on    (hem    fell. 

And  horrid  syropaUiy  ;  for  what  they  saw. 

They  felt  themselves  now  changing;    dovm  their  urn) 

Down  fell  both  spear  &  shield,  down  they  as  fast. 

And  the  dire  hiss  renew'd,  and  the  dire  form 

Catch'd  by  contagion  ;  hke  in  punishment. 

As  in  their  crime.  Thus  was  ih'  applause  tliey  meant 

Tum'd  to  explodmg  hiss,  triumph  to  shame. 

Cast  on  themselves  from  their  own  mouths.    There  «tOod 

A  grove  hard  by,  sprung  up  with  this  their  change. 

His   will    who    reigns   above,    to   aggravate 

Tlieir  penance,  laden  with  fruit,  like  that  ^^ 

Which  grew   in    Paradise,  the    bait  of   Eve 

Used  by  the  tempter.    On  that  prospect  s 

Tlieir  earnest  eyes  thev  fix'd,   unagining 

For    one    forbidden    tree,    a    multitude 
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To  waste  and  havoc  Tondn'  worU,  whtdi  1 

So  lair  and  good  created }  and  bad  «iill 

Kept  ia  that  state,  had  not  tb«  foil]'  of  ilaa 

Let  in  these  wsslefDl  furies,  wbo  impote  S'X 

FoMj  to  me,  so  dotli  the  prince  of  Hell.  ~| 

And  his  adherents,  that,  with  SO  mnch  ease, 

I  (uffer  them  to  eoter,  and  possess 

A  place  so  beavenhr,  &  conniring  seem. 

To  gratify  my  scornful  enemies,  62J 

That  laugh,  as  if  transported  with  some  fit 

or  passion,   I    to  them   hod   quitted   all. 

At  raniloin  yielded  up  to  their  misrule 

And  know  noi,  that  I  call'djcdrew  them  thither. 

My  hell-hounds,  to  liek  up  the  draff  and  filth,  63( 

Which  man's  polluting  sin  with  taint  hatti  shed 

On  what  was  pnrc ;  till  crainm'd  &  gorged ,  nigh  bunt. 

With  suck'd  and  glutted  offal,  at  one  sling 

Of  thy  victorious  arm,  well' pleasing  Son, 

Both  Sin,  and  Death,  and  rawning  Grave  at  last,  GSi 

Through  Chaos  hurl'd,  obstruct  the  nioulh  of  Helt 

For  ever,  and  seal  up  his  ravenous  jaws. 

Then  Heaven  &  Earth,  renew'd,  shall  be  made  pure 

To  sanctity,   that  shall  receive  no  stain  : 

Till  then,  the  curse  pronounced  on  both  precedes."       M 

He  ended  ;  and  the  heavenly  audience  loud 

Sung  Hallelujah,  as  the  sound  of  seas,  ' 

Through  multittlde  that  sung:  "  Just  oretbywajs. 

Righteous  are  thy  decrees  on  all  thy  works  j 

Who  con  extenuate  thee  > "  Next,  to  the  Son,  6* 

"  Destined  Restorer  of  Mankind,  by  whom 

New  Heaven  &£arth  shall  to  the  ages  rise. 

Or  down  from  Heaven  descend."  Such  was  tbeb  song ; 
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Wbile   die  Creator,  calling  forth  by   name 

His  mighty  angels,  gave  them  several  charge,  650 

As  sorted  best  with  present  things.    The  sun 

Had  hrst  his  precept,  so  to  move,  so  shine, 

As  might  affect  the  earth  with  cold  and  heat, 

Scarce  tolerable ;  and  from  the  north  to  call 

Decrepit  winter,  from  the  south  to  bring  655 

Solstitial  summer's  heat.     To  the  blank  moon 

Her  office  they  prescribed ;  to  the  other  five, 

Their  planetary  motions,  and  aspects, 

In  sexule,  square,  and  Irine,  and  opposite. 

Of  noxious  efficacy;   and  when  to  join  660 

In  synod  unbenign ;  and  taught  the  nx'd. 

Their  influence  malignant,  when  to  shower, 

Which  of  them  rising  with  the  sun,  or  falling, 

Should  prove  tempestuous.  To  the  winds  they  set 

Their  comers,  when  with  bluster  to  confound  665 

Sea,  air,  and  shore ;  the  thunder  when  to  roll 

WiUi  terror,  through  the  dark  aerial  hall. 

Some  say,  he  bid  his  angels  turn  askance 

The  poles  of  earth,  twice  ten  degrees  &  more. 

From  the  sun*s  axle :  they,  with  kbour,  push'd  670 

Oblique  the  centric  globe.     Some  say  tne  suq 

Was  bid  turn  reins  from  the  equinoctial  road. 

Like  distant  breadth  to  Taurus,  with  the  seven 

Atlantic   Sisters,    and    the  Spartan  Twms, 

Up  to  the  Tropic  Crab  :  thence  down  amain,  675 

By  Leo,  and  the  Virgm,  and  the  Scales, 

As  deep  as  Capricorn,  to  bring  in  change 

Of  seasons  to  each  chme ;  else  had  the  Spring 

Perpetual  smiled  on  earth  with  verdant  flowers. 

Equal  in  days  and  nights,  except  to  those  680 

Beyond  the   polar  circles ;    to  them,  day 

Had  unbenighted  shone,  while  the  low  sun, 

To  recompense  his  distance,  in  their  sight 

Had  rounded  still  the  horizon,  and  not  known 

Or  east  or  west,  which  had  forbid  the  snow  685 

From   cold   Estotiland,    and   south   as   far, 

Beneath  Magellan.     At  that  tasted  fruit, 

The  sun,  as  from  Thyestean  banquet,  tum'd 

His  course  intended ;  else  how  had  the  world 

Inhabited,  though  sinless,   more  than  now  690 

Avoided  pinching  cold  and  scorching  heat? 

These  changes  in  the  Heavens,  though  slow,  produced 

like  change  on  seas  &  land ;  sideral  blast. 

Vapour,  and  mist,   and   exhalation  hot. 

Corrupt,  and  pestilent.     Now  from  the  north  695 
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Of  Norumbega,   and  the  Samoed   shore. 

Bursting  their  brazen  dungeon,  arm'd  with  ice. 

And  snoWy  and  hail,  and  stormy  gust,  and  flaw, 

Boreas  and  Ceecias,   and  Argestes  loud, 

And  Thrascias,  rend  the  woods,  &  seas  upturn  ;  700 

With  adverse  blast  upturns  them,  from  the  south, 

Notus  and  Afer,  black  with  thunderous  clouds 

From   Serraliona ;  thwart  of  these,  as  fierce, 

Forth  rush  the  Levant,  &  the  Ponent  winds, 

Eurus  and  Zephyr,  with  their  lateral  noise,  705 

Sirocco,   and   libecchio.     Thus   began 

Outrage  from  lifeless  things ;  but  Discord  first, 

Daughter  of  Sin,   among  the  irrational 

Death  introduced  through  fierce  antipathy  : 

Beast  now  with  beast  'gan  war,  &  fowl  with  fowl,  710 

And  fish  with  fish  ;  to  graze  the  herb  all  leaving. 

Devoured  each  other ;  nor  stood  much  in  awe 

Of  man,  but  fled  him,  or,  with  countenance  grim. 

Glared  on  him  passing.  These  were,  from  without 

The   growing   miseries,   which   Adam   saw  715 

Already  in  part,  though  hid  in  gloomiest  shade. 

To  sorrow  abandoned ;  but  worse  felt  within. 

And   in    a  troubled   sea  of  passion    tost. 

Thus  to  disburden  sought,  with  sad  complaint. 

"  O  miserable  of    happy !  is  this  Uie  end  720 

Of  this  new  glorious  world,  and  me,  so  late 
The   glory   of  that   glory,   who   now   become 
Accursed  of  blessed?  Hide  me  from  the  fece 
Of  God,  whom  to  behold  was  then  my  height 
Of  happiness  ;    yet  well,   if  here   would   end  725 

The  misery :   I  deserved  it ;   and  would  bear 
My  own  descrvings  ;   but  this  will  not  serve  ; 
All  that   I   eat,   or  drink,   or  shall  beget. 
Is  propagated  curse.     O  voice  once   heard 
Delightfully,   *  Increase   and   multiply,'  730 

Now  death  to  hear  !  for  what  can  I  increase. 
Or  multiply,   but   curses   on   my   head? 
Who,  of  all  ages  to  succeed,  but  feeling 
The  evil  on  him  brought  by  me,  will  curse 
My  head?    Ill   fare   our   ancestor    impure,   '  735 

For  this  we  may  thank  Adam  ;  but  his  thanks 
Shall   be  the   execration ;    so   besides 
Mine  own  that  bide  upon  me,   all  from  me 
Shall,  with  a  fierce  reflux,  on  me  redound, 
On    me,   as   on    their   natural  centre,    light  7^ 

Heavy,  though  in  their  place.  O  fleeting  joys 
Of  Paradise,  dear  bought  with  lasting  woes  ! 
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Did  I  request  thee.  Maker,  from  my  clay 

To  mould  me  Man?    did /I  solicit  thee 

From  darkness  to  promote  me,  or  here  place,  745 

In  this  delicious  garden?    as  my  will 

Goncurr'd  not  to  my  being,  it  were  but  right, 

And  equal,  to  reduce  me  to  my  dust. 

Desirous  to  resign,   and   render   back 

All   I   received;    unable  to   perform  750 

Thy  terms,  too  hard,  by  which  I  was  to  hold 

The  good  I  sought  not.    To  the  loss  of  that. 

Sufficient  pensdty,   why   hast  thou   added 

The  sense  of  endless   woes?     InexpUcable 

Thy  justice  seems ;  yet,  to  say  truth,  too  late  755 

I  thus  contest ;  then  should  have  been  refused 

Those  terms  whatever,  when  they  were  proposed. 

Thou  didst  accept  them ;  wilt  thou  enjoy  the  good 

Then  cavil  the  conditions  ?  and,  thougli  God 

Made  thee  without  thy  leave,  what  if  thy  son  760 

Prove  disobedient,  and  reproved,  retort. 

Wherefore  didst  tboa  beget  me  ?  I  sought  it  not : 

Wouldst  thou  admit,  for  his  contempt  of  thee, 

That  proud  excuse?  yet  him,  not  thy  election, 

But  natural  necessity,  begot.  765 

God  made  thee,  of  choice  his  own,  &  of  his  own 

To  serve  him ;  thy  reward  was  of  his  grace ; 

Thy  punishment  then,  justly  is  at  his  will. 

fie   it  so,  for  I  submit;  his   doom   is   fair 

That  dust  I  am,  and  shall  to  dust  return.  770 

O  welcome  hour  whenever!   why  delays 

His  hand  to  execute  what  his  decree 

Fix'd  on  this  day?    why  do   I  overlive? 

Why  am  I  mock'd  with  death,  &  lengthened  out 

To  deathless  pain  ?  how  gladly  would  I  meet  775 

Mortality,  my  sentence,   and   be  earth 

Insensible  !   how  glad  would  lay  me  down, 

As  in  my  mother's  lap !  there  I  should  rest 

And  sleep  secure :  his  dread&l  voice  no  more 

Would  Uiunder  in  my  ears ;  no  fear  of  worse  780 

To  me  and  to  my  ofispring,  would  torment  me, 

With  cruel  expectation.     Yet  one  doubt 

Pursues  me   still,   lest  all   I    cannot  die; 

Lest  that  pure  breath  of  hfe,  the  spirit  of  Man, 

Which  God  inspired,  cannot  together  perish  785 

With  this  corporeal  clod ;  then  in  the  grave. 

Or  in  some  other  dismal  place,  who  knows 

But  I  shall  die  a  living  death  ?  O  thought 

Horrid,  if  true  !  yet  why  ?  it  was  but  breath 
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Of  life  that  sinned ;  vbat  dies,  but  what  had  life 

And  Bin  ?  the  body  properly  hath  neither. 

All  of  me  then  shall  die :  let  this  appease 

The  doubt,  since  human  reach  no  fiirlhet  knows. 

For   though  the  Lord  of  all  be  intioite. 

Is  his  wrath  also  ?  be  it ;  M&n  is  not  ao. 

But  mortal  doom'd.     How  can  he  exercise 

Wrath  without  end  on  Man,  whom  death  mustendT 

Con  he  make  deathless  death  ?  that  were  to  make 

Strange  contradiction,  which  to  God  himself 

Impossible   is   held,   as  argument 

Of  weakness,  not  of  power.  Will  he  dmw  out, 

For  anger's  sake,  finite  to  infinite 

In  pnnish'd  man,  to  satisfy  his  rigour, 

SattE6ed  never?  that  were  to  extend 

Hb  sentence  beyond  duat,  &  nature's  law 

By  which  all  causes  else,  according  etill 

To  the  reception  of  ihcir  matter,  act, 

Not  to  the  extent  of  Uieir  own  sphere.   Biit  8.iy 

That  death  be  not  one  stroke,  as  I  supposed, 

Bereaving  sense,   but  endless   misery, 

From  this  day  onward,  which  I  feel  b^un 

Both  in  me,  and  without  me,  and  so  last 

To   peqietuity.     Ah  me,   that  fear 

Comes  thundering  back  with  dreadful  revolution 

On  my  defenceless  head  ■  both  Death  and  I 

Am  found  eternal,  and  incorporate  both ; 

Nor    I    on   my  part  single ;    in   me   all 

Posterity  stands  cursed.     Fair  patrimony 

That  I  must  leave  ye,  sons  I  O  were  I  able 

To  waste  it  all  myself,  and  leave  ye  none  I 

So   disinherited,   how   would  ye   bless 

Me,  now  your  curse.  Ah,  why  sliould  all  mankind. 

For  one  man's  fault,  thus  gviiltless,  be  condemn'd, 

If  guiltless  ?  But  from  me,  what  can  proceed. 

But  all  corrupt,  both  mind  and  will  deprav'd. 

Not  to  do  only,  bat  to  will,  the  sama 

With  me  ?  how  can  they  then  acquitted  stand 

In  sight  of  God  ?  Him  afler  all  disputes. 

Forced,  I  absolve  :  all  my  evasions  vain, 

And  reasonings,  though  through  mazes,  lead  me  still 

But  to  my  own  conviction  :  first  and  last 

On  me,  me  only,  as  the  source  and  spring 

Of  nil  corruption,  all  the  blame  lights  due ; 

So  might  the  wrath.  Fond  wish  t  couldst  thou  support 

That  burden,  heavier  than  the  earth  to  bear, 

Tlian  all  the  world  much  heavier,  though  divKlod 
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ihat  bad  noman  ?  Thus  what  thou  desiresl, 
»hat  ihou  fear'st,  alike  Jestroys  all  liope 
fiig;c,  and  coDcludes  tliee  miserable, 
)<l  all  past  example,  and  future, 
itau  only  like,  both  crime  and  doom. 
Dscicnce,  into  what  abyss  of  fears 
borrora  hast  thou  driven  me  !  out  of  nhich 
:  no  way,  from  deep  to  deeper  plunged." 
us  Adam,  to  himself,  lamented  loud 
Igh  the  still  night ;  not  now,  as  ere  man  fell, 
iMome,  ic  cool,  &  mild,  but  with  black  air 
Dpanied,  with  damps  and  dreadful  gloom; 
h,  to  his  evil  conscience,  represented 
lings  with  double  terror.  On  the  ground 
letched  he  lay,  on  the  cold  ground,  &  oft 
d  his  creation ;    death  as  oft  accused 
irdy  execution,  since  denounced 
lay  of  his  offence,  "  Why  comes  not  death," 
he,  "  with  one  thrice-acceptable  stroke 
td  me  7  Shall  truth  fail  to  Keep  her  word  ? 
«  divine  not  hasten  to  be  just? 
leath  comes  not  at  call ;  justice  £vine 
Is  not  her  slowest  pace  for  prayers  or  cnes. 
ods,  0  fountains,  hillocks,  dales,  &  bowers, 
other  echo,  late,  I  taught  your  aliadea 
tiswer,  and  resound  &r  other  song  I" 
n,  thus  aiflicted,  when  sad  Eve  beheld, 
late  where  she  sat,  approaching  nigh, 
irords,  to  his  fierce  paaslou,  she  essav'd  : 
ler,  with  stem  regard,  he  thus  repeli'd. 
^t  of  my  sight,  thou  serpent !  that  name  best 
I  thee,  with  him  leagued,  thyself  as  false 
hateful :  nollung  wants,  but  that  tijy  shape, 
his,  aud  colour  serpentine,  may  ehow 
Dward  fraud,  to  warn  all  creatures  from  thee 
eforth;  lest  tliat  too lieavenlytbnn,  pretended, 
illish  falsehood  snare  them.  But  lor  thee, 
.  persisted  happy  ;  had  not  thy  pride 
Vandering  vanity,  when  least  was  safe, 
!ted  my  forewarning,  and  disdain'd 
to  be  trusted,  longing  to  be  seen, 
^h  by  the  Devil  himself,  him  overweening 
rer-r^ch  ;  but,  with  the  Serpent  mcrling, 
d  and  beguil'd;  by  him  thou,  1  by  thee, 
iisl  thee  Irom  my  side,  imagined  wise, 
tint,  mature,  proof  against  all  assaults, 
\  not  all  wai  but  a  show 
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Rather  thao   solid  virtue,  all  but  &  rib. 
Crooked  by  nature,  bent,  as  now  appears. 
More  to  the  part  sinister  ;  from  me  drawn. 
Well    if  thrown   out,   as  supernumerary 
To  my  just  number  found.     O  why  did  God, 
Creator  wise,  that  peopled  highest  Heaven 
With   spirits  masculine,  create  at  last 
This  novelty  on  earth,  this  feir  defect 
Of  nature,  and  not  fill  the  world  at  once 
With  men,  as  ang;els,  without  feminine  ; 
Or  find   some  other   way   to  generate 
Mankind '{  this  mischief  had  not  then  befallen ; 
And  n)ore  that  shall  bebl,  innumerable 
Disturbances  on  earth,  througli  female  snares. 
And  strait  conjunctioD  with  this  sex ;  for  either 
He  never  shall  find  out  fit  mate,  but  tuch 
As  some  misfortune  brings  him,  or  mistake ; 
Or  whom  he  wishes  moat,  shall  seldom  eun. 
Through  her  perverseness,  but  shall  see  ner  gain'd 
By  a  far  worse,  or,  if  she  love,  withheld 
By  parents ;  or  his  happiest  choice  too  late 
Sliall  meet,  olreudy  link'd  and  wedlock-bound 
To   a   fell   adversary,   his   hate   or   shame ; 
Which    infinite   calamity   shall   cause 
To  human  life,  and  household  peace  confound." 

He  added  not,  &  from  her  tum'd.     But  Eve. 
Not  so  repulsed,  with  tears  that  ceased  not  flowing 
And  tresses  all  disordered,  at  his  feet 
Fell  humble,  and  embtacing  tliem,  besought 
His  peace,  and  thus  proceeded  in  her  plaint. 

"  Forsake  me  not  thus,  Adam;  witness  Heaven, 
What  love  sincere,  and  reverence,  in  my  heart 
I  bear  thee ;  and  unweeting  have  offended. 
Unhappily   deceived ;    thy  suppliant 
I  beg.  and  clasp  thy  knees :  bereave  me  not. 
Whereon  !  live,  thy  gentle  looks,  thy  aid. 
Thy    counsel ;    in    this   uttermost  distress, 
My  only  strength  and  stay :  forlorn  of  thee. 
Whither  shall  1  betake  me,  where  subsist? 
Whileyet  we  live,  scarce  one  short  hour  perhaps. 
Between  us  two,  let  there  be  peace;  both  joining, 
A^   ioin'd    in   injuries,   one  enmity 
ftgamst  a  foe,  by  doom  express  assign'd  us. 
That  cruel  Serpent.      On  me  exercise  not 
Thy    hatred,   for  thb   misery   befallen; 
On  nie,  already  lost,  me,  tlian  thytelf 
More  miserable ;  both  have  sinn'd  :  '    "  '' 
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Against  God  only,  I  against  God  and  thee ; 

And  to  the  place  of  judgment  will  return, 

Iliere  with  my  cries,  importune  Heaven,  that  all 

The.  sentence,  from  thy  head  removed,  may  light 

On  me,  sole  cause  to  thee  of  all  this  woe,  935 

Me,   me  only,  just  object  of  his  ire/' 

She  ended  weeping ;  and  her  lowly  plight, 
Immoveable  till  peace   obtain'd    from   fault 
Acknowledged  &  deplored,  in  Adam  wrought 
Commiseration;   soon   his   heart  relented  940 

Towards  her,  his  life  so  late  and  sole  delight, 
Now   at  his  feet  submissive,   in  distress. 
Creature  so  fair,  his  reconcilement  seeking. 
His  counsel,  whom  she  had  displeased,  his  aid ; 
As   one  disarm'd,   his  anger  all  he  lost,  945 

And  thus,  with  peaceful  words,  upraised  her  soon. 

**  Unwary,   and  too  desirous,   as  before, 
So  now,  of  what  thou  know*st  not,  thou  desirest 
The  punishment  all  on  thyself;    alas. 
Bear  thine  own  first,  ill  able  to  sustain  950 

His  fuU  wrath,  whose  thou  feeFst  as  yet  least  part. 
And  my  displeasure  bear*st  so  ill.  If  prayers 
Could  alter  high  decrees,  I  to  that  place 
Would  speed  before  thee,  &  be  louder  heard, 
That  on  my   head  all  might  be  visited,  955 

Thy  frailty   and   infirmer   sex   forgiven. 
To  me  committed,  and  by  me  exposed. 
But  rise,  let  us  no  more  contend,  nor  blame 
Each  other,  blamed  enough  elsewhere ;  but  strive, 
In  offices  of  love,   how   we  may   lighten  960 

Each  other's  burden,  in  our  share  of  woe ; 
Since  this  day's  death  denounced,  if  aught  I  see. 
Will  prove  no  sudden,  but  a  slow-paced  evil, 
A  long  day's  dying  to  augment  our  pain, 
And  to  our  seed,  O  hapless  seed  !  derived."  965 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  recovering  heart,  replied. 
"  Adam,   by   ^d  experiment,   I    know 
How  little  weight  my  words  with  thee  can  find, 
Found  so  erroneous,  thence,  by  just  event. 
Found   so   unfortunate ;    nevertheless,  970 

Restored  by  thee,  vile  as  I  am,  to  place 
Of  new  acceptance,   hopeful   to   regain 
Thy  love,  the  sole  contentment  of  my  heart. 
Living  or  dying,  from  thee  I  will  not  hide 
What  thoughts  in  my  unquiet  breast  are  risen,  975 

Tending  to  some  relief  of  our  extremes. 
Or  end,  though  sharp  and  sad,  yet  tolerabV, 
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Ab   id   out   evils,   and   of  easier  choke. 
If  care   of  our  descent   perplex    us  most. 
Which  must  be  bora  to  certain  woe,  devour'd 
By  death  at  tfiat ;    and  miserable  it  is 
To  be   to  others  cause  of  miiiery 
Our  own  begotten,  Eind  of  our  loins  to  bring 
Into   this   cursed    world    a   woful   race. 
That  after  wretched  life,  must  be,  at  last. 
Food  for  80  foul  a  monster ;  in  thy  power 
It    lies,    yet   ere   conception,    to  prevent 
Tlie  race  unblest,  to  being  yet  unbegot. 
Childless  thou  art,  childless  remain  :  so  death 
Shall  be  deceived  his  glut,  and  with  us  two 
Be  forced   to  satiafy  his  ravenous  maw. 
But  if  thou  judge  it  hard  and  difficult. 
Conversing,  looking,  loving,  to  abstain 
From  love's  due  rites,  nuptial  embraces  sweet, 
And  with  desire  to  languish,  without  hope. 
Before   the   present  object,  languishing 
Wiih  like  desire,  which  would  be  misery 
And  torment,  less  than  none  of  whet  we  dread- 
llien,  both  ourselves  and  seed  at  once  to  free 
From  what  we  fear  for  both,  let  us  make  short, 
Let  us  seek  death,  or,  he  not  found,  supply. 
With  our  own  hands,  his  office  on  ourselves. 
Why  stand  we  longer  slijvei-ing  under  fears. 
That  show  no  end  but  death,  &  have  tl>e  power 
Of  many  wap  to  die,  the  shortest  >chooatng, 
Destruction   with  destruction   to   destroy  V' 

She   ended    here,  or   vehement   despair 
Broke  off  the  rest;  so  much  of  death  her  thought^ 
Had  entertain'd,  as  dy'd  her  cheeks  wilh  pak. 
But  Adam,  with  such  counsel  nothing  swav'd 
To  better  hopes  his  more  attentive  mind, 
Litbouring,  had  raised;  and  thus  to  Eve  replied, 

"  Eve,  thy  contempt  of  life,  &  pleasure,  Memi 
To  argue  in  tliee  something  more  sublime, 
And  excellent,  tlian  what  tliy  mind  contemns ; 
But  self-destruction,  therefore  sought,  refutes 
That  excellence,  thought  in  tliee,  and  implies. 
Not  tliy  contempt,  but  anguish  and  regret. 
For  loss   of  life   and   pleasure,   overloved. 
Or  if  thou   covet  death,   as   utmost  end 
Of  misery,  so    thinking   to   evade 
The  penalty  pronounced,  doitbt  not  but  God 
Hath  wiseUer  ann'd  his  vengeful  ire,  than  so 
To  be  forestall'd ;  much  more  1  fear  lest  deatli. 


paHaoi»k  lost. 

0  laatch'il,  will  not  exempt  us  iVom  the  pain 
We  are  by  doom  to  pay ;  rather,  such  acts 
'Of  contumacy  will  provoke   tile   Highest 
To  make  deatii  in  us  me.     Then  let  us  seek 
Some   suter   resolution ;    whifh,    methtnks, 
1  have  in  view,  calling  to  mind  with  lieed 
Part  of  our  sentence,  that  thy  seed  shall  bruise 
^c  Serpent's  head;  piteous  amends,  unless 
Be  meant,  whom  1  conjecture,  our  grand  foe, 
Satan,  who,  in  the  Serpent,  hath  contrived 
Against  us  this  deceit :    to  crush  his  head 
Would  be  revenge  indeed  ;  which  will  be  lost, 
'By  death  brought  on  ourselves,  or  childless  days. 
Resolved   as  thou   proposCst :    so   our   foe 
Bball  'scape  his  punisnment  ordain'd,  and  we. 
Instead,  sliall  double  onis  upon  our  heads. 
.No   more   be  mention'd   then    of  violence 
Against  ourselves,   and   wilful   barrenness, 
TIiBt  cuts  us  off  fioiu  hope,  and  savours  only 

cour  and  pride,  impatience,   and  despte, 
Reluctince  against  God,  and  his  just   yoke 
JUud  on  our  necks.  Remember,  with  what  mild 
And  gracious  temper  he  both  heard  and  Judged, 
Without   wrath   or  reviling ;   we  expected 
Immediate  dissolution,  which  we  thought 
Was  meant  b^  death  that  day;  when,  lo,  to  thee 
Fains  only  m  child-bearing  were   foretold, 
And  bringmg  forth,  soon  recompensed  with  joy 
Fruit  of  thy  womb :  on  me,  the  curse  aslope 
Glanced  on  the  ground ;  with  labour  I  must  earn 
Hybread:  whatharm?  Idleness  hud  been  worse; 
Idy   labour  wiU  sustain   me :   and,    lest  cold 
Dr   heat  should   mjure   us,   his  timely   care 
Hatli    unbesought,   provided ;    and  lus  hands 
Clothed  us  unworthy,  pitying  while  be  judged. 
How  much  more,  if  we  pray  him,  will  hia  ear 
Be  open,   and   his  heart  to   pity   inchne, 
And  teach  us  farlher,  by  what  means  to  shun 
Tlie  bclemeiit  seasons,  rain,  ice,  hail,  and  snow  ? 
!Wliich  now  the  sky,  with  various  face,  begins 
To  show  us  in  this  mountain,  wiiile  the  winds 

K low  moist  &  keen,  shattering  the  gracetiil  locks 
I  these  &ir  spreading  trees ;  which  bids  us  seek 
Borne  better  sliroud,  some  better  warmth  to  cherish 
Our  limbs  benumb'd,  ere  this  diurnal  star 
Leave  cold  the  night ;  how  we,  his  gather'd  beams, 
Reflected,    may    with  matter  sere   foment. 
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Or  by  collision   of  two   bodies,   grind 

The  air  attrite  to  fire;   as  late  the  clouds 

Justling,  or  push'd  with  winds  rude,  in  their  shock  1 074 

Tine  the  slant  lightning,  whose  thwart  flame,  driven  down 

Kindles  the  gummy  bark  of  fir  or  pine, 

And  sends  a  comfortable  heat  firom  &r. 

Which  might  supply  the  sun :  such  fire  to  use. 

And   what  may  else  be  remedy  or  cure 

To  evils,  which  our  own  misdeeds  have  wrought,  1 080 

He  will  instruct  us,  praying,  emd  of  grace 

Beseeching  him;   so  as  we  need  not  fear 

To  pass  commodiously  thb  life,  sustained 

By  him  with  many  comforts,   till  we  end 

In   dust,  our  final  rest,   and   native  home.  1085 

What  better  can   we   do,  than  to  the  place 

Repairing  where  he  judged  us,  prostrate  fall 

Before  £m   reverent?   and  there  confess 

Humbly  our  faults,  and  pardon  beg,  with  tears 

Watering  the  ground,  and  with  our  sighs  the  air  1 090 

Frequenting,  sent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  sien 

Of  sorrow  unfeign'd,  and  humiliation  med^. 

Undoubtedly  he  will  relent  and  turn 

From  his  displeasure;  in  whose  look  serene, 

When  angry  most  he  seem'd,  and  most  severe,  1095 

What  else  but  favour,  grace, emd  mercy  shone?" 

So   spake  our  father  penitent,   nor  Eve 
Felt  less  remorse.     They  forthwith,  to  the  place 
Repairing  where  he  judged  them,  prostrate  fell 
Before  him,  reverent,   and  both  confessed  1100 

Humbly  their  faults,  &  pardon  begg'd,  with  tears 
Watering  the  ground,  &  with  their  sighs  the  air 
Frequenting,  sent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  sign 
Of  sorrow   unfeign'd,  and  humiliation  meek. 
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TUG    A&GUM£NT. 


The  Son  of  God  pmenu  to  bis  Father  the  prayen  of  our  ffist 
parent*,  now  rrpentlnf ,  and  interoedet  for  them.  God  accepts 
them,  but  declare*  that  they  ma«t  no  longer  abide  in  Panuttac : 
■enda  Michael  with  a  band  of  Chemblm  to  dlipoMCM  them ;  bat 
first  to  reveal  to  Adam  ftiture  things.  IXIchoers  coming  down. 
Adam  shows  to  Eve  certain  ominous  signa  j  he  discerns  Michael^ 
approach,  goes  oat  to  nu>et  hUn  t  the  Angel  denouocea  their 
departure.  Eve's  lamentatioD.  Adam  pleads,  bat  sabmita.  Th« 
Angel  leads  him  np  to  a  biyh  hUl,  sets  before  him  in  vision  what 
shall  happen  till  the  flood. 
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BOOK   XI. 


Xhus  they,  in  lowliest  plight  repentant,  stood 
Praying,  for  from  the  mercy-seat  above 
Prevenient  grace,  descending,  had  removed 
The  stony  from  their  hearts,  and  made  new  fleshy 
Regenerate,  grow  instead ;  that  si^hs  now  breath  d  5 

Unutterable,  which  the  spirit  of  prayer 
Inspired,  and  wing'd  for  Heaven  with  speedier  Hight 
Than   loudest   oratory :  yet    their   port. 
Not  of  mean  suitor»;  nor  important  less 
Seem'd  their  petition,  than  when  the  ancient  pa ir  10 

In  febl^.oldj  less  ancient  yet  than  these, 
Deucplbon  aiid  chaste   Pyrrha,   to    restore 
The  raee  of  mankind  drown'd,  before  the  shrine 
Of  TRetnis  stood  devout.  To  heaven  their  prayers 
Flewjiip;  Qor  mias'd  the  way  by  envious  winds  15 

Blown  vagabond,  or  frustrate:  in  they  pass'd, 
Dimaoi^pAleiRS,  through  heavenly  doors ;  then  clad 
With  m'cense,  where  the  golden  altar  frimed. 
By  their  great  Intercessor,  came  in  sight 
Before  tlie  Father's  throne :  them  the  gliul  Son  20 

Presenting,  thus  to  intercede  began. 

"  See,  Father,  what  first  fruits  on  earth  are  sprung. 
From  thy  implanted  grace  in  Man  ;  these  sighs 
And  prayers,  which  in  this  golden  censer  mix'd 
With  incense,  I  thy  Priest,  before  thee  bring ;  ^5 

Fruits  of  more  pleasing  savour  from  thy  seed, 
Sown  with  contrition  in  his  heart  than  those 
Which  his  own  hand,  manuring  all  the  trees 
Of  Paradise,  could  have  produced,  ere  fallen 
From  innocence.  Now,  therefore,  bend  thine  ear  ^^ 

To  supplication,  hear  his  sighs,  though  mute; 
Unskilful  Mrith  what  words  to  pray,  let  me 
Interpret  for  him,   me  his  Advocate, 
And  Propitiation;  all  his  works  on  me, 
Good  or  not  good,  ingraft ;  my  merit  those  ^ 

Shall  perfect ;  and  for  these,  my  death  shall  pay. 
Accept  me,  and  m  me,  from  these   receive 
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The  smell  of  peace  towara  mankind:  let  him  live 

Before  thee,  reconciled,  at  least  his  days 

Numbered,   though   sad,    till    death   his  doom  which  I  40 

To   mitigate    thus   plead,   not   to    reverse, 

To  better  hfe  shall  yield  him  ;  where  with  me 

AU  my  redeemed  may  dwell,  in  joy  and  bliss. 

Made  one  with  me,  as  I  with  thee  am  one." 

To  whom  the  Father,  without  cloud,  serene.  45 

"  All  thy   request   for  Man,  accepted    Son, 
Obtain ;    all   tliy  request,    was   my   decree : 
But   longer   in   that   Paradise    to   dwell. 
The  law    I    gave  to   nature   him   forbids. 
Those  pure  immortal  elements,  that  know  50 

No   gross,    no    inharmonious   mixture   foul. 
Eject  him,  tainted  now,  and  purge  him  off 
As   a   distemper,   gross   to   air   as   gross, 
And  mortal  food,  as  may  dispose  him  best 
For   dissolution,   wrought   by  sin,  that  first  55 

Distempered  all   things,  and   of  incorrupt 
Corrupted.      I,  at  first,  with  two  fair  gifts 
Created  him   endow'd   with   happiness 
And    immortality :    that   fondly    lost, 
Tliis   other   served   but   to   eternize   woe;  60 

Till  I  provided  death :  so  death  becomes 
His    final   remedy;    and   after   life 
Tried   in   sharp   tribulation,   and   refined. 
By  faith  and  faithful  works,  to  second  life. 
Waked    in   the   renovation   of    tlie    just,  ^5 

Resigns  hrm  up,  with  Heaven  and  Earth  renew 'd. 
But  let  us  call  to  synod  all  the  bless'd, 
Through  Heaven's  wide  bounds ;  from  them  I  will  not  hide 
My  judgments,  how  with  mankind  I  proceed ; 
As  how  witli  peccant  angels  late  they  saw,  70 

And  in  their  state,  though  firm,  stood  more  confirmed." 

He  ended;  and  the  Son  gave  signal  high 
To  the  bright  minister  that  watch 'd  :  he  blew 
His  trumpet,  heard  in  Oreb  since  perhaps. 
When  Grod  descended ;  and  perhaps  once  more  75 

To  sound,  at  general  doom.     The  angelic  blast 
Fiird  all  the  regions :  from  their  blissful  bowers, 
Of  amarantine  shade,  fountain  or  spring. 
By   the   waters   of   life,   where'er   they   sat 
In   fellowships   of  joy,   the  sons   of   light  80 

Hasted,   resorting   to   the   summons    high, 
And  took  their  seats ;  till  from  his  throne  supreme, 
The  Almighty  thus  pronounced  his  sovereign  will. 

"  O  Sons,  like  one  of  us  Man  is  become. 
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To  know  both  good  and  evil,  since  his  taste  85 

Of  that  defended  fruit;   but  let  him   boast 

His  knowledge  of  good  lost,  and  evil  got; 

Happier,  had  it  iu£Bced  him,  to  have  known 

Good  by  itself  and  evil  not  at  all. 

He  sorrows  now,  repents  and  prays  contrite,  90 

My  motions  in  him ;  longer  than  they  move 

His  heart  I  know,  how  variable   and  vain, 

Self-left.   L^  therefore,  his  now  bolder  hand 

Reach  also  of  the  tree  of  life   and   eat, 

And  live  for   ever,   dream    at  least  to  hve  95 

For  ever;   to  remove  him   I  decree, 

And  send  him  from  the  garden  forth  to  till 

The  ground,  whence  he  was  taken,  fitter  soil. 

**  Michael,  this  my  behest  have  thou  in  charge ; 
Take  to  thee,  from  among  the  Cherubim,  '^00 

Tliy  choice  of  flaming  warriors,  lest  the  Fiend, 
Or  in  behalf  of  Man,   or  to   invade 
Vacant  possession,  some  new  trouble  raise : 
Haste  thee,  and  from  the  Paradise  of  God, 
Without  remorse,  drive  out  the  sinful  pair,  105 

From  hallow'd  ground  the  unholy ;  &  denounce 
To  them  and  to  their  progeny  from  thence 
Perpetual  banishment.     Yet,  lest  they  faint 
At  the  sad  sentence  rigorously   urged, 
For  I  behold  them  soften'd,  and  with  tears  110 

Bewailing    their   excess,    all   terror  hide. 
If  patiently   ^y    bidding   they    obey. 
Dismiss  them,  not  disconsolate;    reveal 
To  Adam,  what  shall  come  in  future  days, 
As   I  shall  thee   enlighten;    intermix  115 

My  covenant  in  the  woman's  seed  renew  M : 
So  send  them  forth,  though  sorrowing,  yet  in  peace. 
And  on  the  east  side  of  the  garden  place. 
Where  entrance  up  from  Eden  easiest  climbs, 
Cherubic  watch ;    and  of  a  sword  the  flame  120 

Wide-waving,  all  approach  fiir  off  to  fright, 
And  euard  aJl  pasMige  to  the  tree  of  life : 
Lest   Paradise  a  receptacle  prove 
To  spirits  foul ;   and  all  my  trees  their  prey. 
With  whose  stolen  fruit  Man  once  more  to  delude."  1 25 

He  ceased :  and  the  archangelic  power  prepared. 
For  swift  descent,  with  him  the  conort  bright 
Of  watchful  cherubim ;    four  faces  each 
Had,  like  a  douUe  Janus;  all  their  shape 
Spangled  with  eyes,  more  numerous  than  tiiose  130 

Of  Argus,  and  more  wakeful  than  to  drowse, 
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Charm'd  with  Arcadian  pipe,  the  pastoral  reed 

Of  Hermes,  or  his  opiate  rod.     Meanwhile^ 

To  re-sahite  the  world,  with  sacred  light, 

Leucothea  waked,  &  with  fresh  dews  embaun'd  l  S5 

The  earth,  when  Adam  and  first  matron  Eve 

Had.  ended  now  their  orisons,  and  found 

Strength  added  from  above,  new  hope  to  spring 

Out  of  despair,  joy,  but  with  fear  yet  linked ; 

Which  thus  to  Eve  his  welcome  words  renew'd.  140 

**  Eve,   easily  my  faith  admit,   that  all 
The  good  which  we  enjoy,  from  Heaven  descends : 
But  Uiat  from  us  aught  should  ascend  to  Heaven, 
So   prevalent,   as  to  concern   the   mind 
Of  God,  high-bless'd,  or  to  incline  his  will,  145 

Hard  to  belief  may  seem ;  yet  this  will  prayer. 
Or  one  short  sigh  of  human  breath,  upborne 
Even  to  the  seat  of  God.     For  since  I  sought. 
By  prayer  the  offended  Deity  to   appease, 
Kneel'd,  and  before  him  humbled  all  my  heart,  1^0 

Methought  I  saw  him  placable  and  mild, 
Bending   his   ear;  persuasion  in   me   grew. 
That  I  was  heard  with  favour ;  peace  returned 
Home   to   my   breast,   and   to   my   memory 
His  promise,  that  thy  seed  shall  bruise  our  foe  :  1^^ 

Which  then  not  minded,  in  dismay,  yet  now 
Assures   me,   that   the   bitterness   of  death 
Is  pass'd,  &  we  shall  live.  Whence,  hail  to  thee. 
Eve   rightly  call'd,  mother   of  all   mankind, 
Mother   of  all  things  Uving!   since   by  thee  IGO 

Man  is  to  live,  and  all  things  hve  for  man.*' 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  with  sad  demeanour  meek, 
**  111   worthy   I,   such   title   should   belong 
To  me,  transgressor,  who,  for  thee  ordam'd 
A  help,  became  thy  snare ;  to  me  reproach  1 63 

Rather  belongs,  distrust,  and  all  dispraise : 
But  infinite   in   pardon   was   my  Judge, 
That  I,  who  first  brought  death  on  aU,  am  graced 
The   source  of  life :    next   favourable   thou. 
Who  highly  thus  to  entitle  me  vouchsafes! ,  170 

Far  other  name  deserving.     But  the   field 
To  labour  calls  us  now,  with  sweat  imposed, 
Though  afler  sleepless  night ;  for  see,  the  mom. 
All   unconcem'd   with   our  unrest,   begins 
Her   rosy   progress  smiling ;    let  us   forth ;  1 75 

I   never   from    thy   side   henceforth   to   stray. 
Where'er  our  day's  work  hes,  though  now  enjomM 
Laborious,  till  day  droop.    While  here  we  dwell, 
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What  can  be  toilsome  in  these  pleasant  walks  ( 

Here  let  us  live,  though  in  fallen  state,  content/*  180 

.  So  spake,  so  wish'd,  much-humbled  Eve ;  but  fate 
Subscnbed  not.  Nature  first  gave  signs,  impress*d 
On  bird,  beast,  air;    air  suddenly   eclipsed, 
After  short  blush  of  mom ;  nigh,  in  her  sight, 
The  bird  of  Jove  stoop'd  from  his  airy  tour,  1 85 

Two  birds  of  gayest  plume  before  him  drove ; 
Down  from  a  hill,  the  beast  that  reigns  in  woods, 
First  hunter  then,   pursu'd   a  gentle  brace. 
Goodliest  of  all  tiie   forest,  hart  and  hind ; 
Direct  to  the  eastern  gate  was  bent  their  flight.  1 TK) 

Adam  observed,  and,  with  his  eye  the  chase 
Pursuing,  not  unmoved,  to  Eve  thus  spake. 

"  O  Eve !  some  further  cliange  awaits  us  nijjh, 
Which  Heaven,  by  these  mute  signs  in  nature,  shows, 
Forerunners  of  his  purpose;    or  to  warn  195 

Us,  haply  too  secure  of  our  discharge 
From  penalty,  because  from  death  released 
Some  days :  how  long,  and  what  till  then  our  life, 
Who  knows?  or,  more  than  this,  that  we  are  dust, 
And  thither  must  return,  and  be  no  more.  200 

Why  else  this  double   object,  in   our  sight. 
Of  flight  pursued  in  the  ahr,  and  o'er  the  ground, 
One  way  the  self-same  hour  ?  why  in  tlie  east 
Darkness,  ere  day*s  mid-course,  and  morning  light, 
More  orient  in  yon  western  cloud,  that  draws  205 

O'er  the  blue  firmament  a  radiant  white, 
And  slow  descends,  with  something  heavenly  fraught?" 

He  err'd  not ;  for  by  this  the  heavenly  bands, 
Down   fit)m   a  sky   of  jasper,   lighted   now 
In   Paradise,   and  on   a  hill  made  halt;  210 

A   elorious  apparition,   had  not  doubt. 
And  carnal  fear,  that  day  dimm*d  Adam's  eye. 
Not  that  more  glorious,  when  the  angels  met 
Jacob  in   Mahanaim,   where  he  saw 
The  field  pavilion'd  with  his  guardians  bright ;  215 

Nor  that,  which  on  the  flaming  mount  appeared 
In   Dothan,   cover'd   with   a  camp   of  fire, 
Against  the  Syrian  king ;    who,  to  surprise 
One   man,   assassin-like,   had  levied   war, 
War  unproclaim'd.     The  princely  Hierarch,  2*20 

In  their  bright  stand,  there  left  his  powers,  to  seize 
Possession   of  the  garden ;    he   alone. 
To  find  where  Adam  shelter'd,  took  his  way  ; 
Not  unperceived  of  Adam ;   who   to   Eve, 
While  the  great  visitant  approach'd,  thus  spake.  225 
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*  Eve,  now  expect  great  tklings,  wbich  perhaps 
Of  us   will   soon   determine,   or   impose 
New  laws  to   be  observed;    for  I   descry, 
From  yonder  blazing  cloud  that  veib  the  hill, 
One  of  the  heavenly  host,  and,  by  his  gait,  290 

None  of  the  meanest ;  some  great  potentate, 
Or  of  the  thrones  above,   such   maiesty 
Invests   him  coming ;    yet  not  tembk, 
That  I   should  fear,   nor  sociably   mild. 
As  Raphael,  that  I  should  as  much  confide;  ^6 

But  solemn  and  sublime ;  whom,  not  to  ofiend. 
With  reverence  I  must  meet,  and  thou  retire." 

He  ended ;  and  the  Archangel  soon  drew  nigh ; 
Not  in   his  shape  celestial,   but  as  man. 
Clad   to   meet   man;    over  his  lucid  arms  34O 

A  military   vest  of  purple  flow'd, 
Livelier  than   Meliboean,   or  the  grain 
Of  Sarra,  worn   by  kings   and   heroes   old 
In   time  of  truce;  Iris  had  dipp'd  the  woof; 
His  starry  helm  unbuckled,  show'd  him  prime  345 

In  manhood,  where  youth  ended ;  by  his  side, 
As  in  a  glisterine  zodiac,  hung  the  sword, 
Satan's  dire  dreaa,  and  in  his  hand  the  spear  : 
Adam  bow'd  low ;  he,  kindly,  from  his  state 
Inclined  not ;  but  his  coming  thus  declared.  350 

"  Adam,  Heaven's  high  behest  no  prefiace  needs : 
Sufficient  that  tliy  prayers  are  heard,  and  Death, 
Then  due  by  sentence  when  thou  didst  transgress, 
Defeated  of  his  seizure,   many   days 
Given  thee  of  grace,  wherein  thou  mayst  repent,  255 

And  one  bad  act,  with  many  deeds  well  done, 
Mayst  cover  :  well  may  then  thy  Lord,  appeased ^ 
Redeem  thee  quite  from  Death's  rapacious  claim  ; 
But   longer   in   tliis    Paradise   to   dwell 
Permits  not ;  to  remove  thee  I  am  come,  250 

And  send  thee  from  tlie  garden  fortli  to  till 
The  ground  whence  thou  wast  taken,  fitter  soil." 

He   added   not ;    for   Adam   at  the   news 
Heart-struck,  witli  chilling  gripe  of  sorrow  s4ood, 
That  all  his  senses  bound  ;  Eve,  who  unseen,  265 

Yet   all   had   heard,    with    audible   lament 
Discover'd   soon  the   place   of  her   retire. 

**  O  unex|XJCtcd  stroke,  worse  than  of  deatli ! 
Must  I  thus  leave  tlice.  Paradise  ?  thus  leave 
Thee,  native  soil,  these  happy  walks  and  shades,  270 

F'it  haunt  of  gods  ?  where  I  had  hope  to  spend. 
Quiet,   though    aad,   the    respite   of  tnat   day 
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Tliat  must  be  mortal  to  us  both.     O  flowers ! 

That  never   will   in   otlier  climate   grow. 

My  early  visitation,   and  my  last  ^75 

At  even,  which  I  bred  up  with  tender  hand, 

From  the  first  opening  bod,  and  gave  ye  names ; 

Who  now  shall  rear  ye  to  the  snn,  or  rank 

Your  tribes,  &  water  from  the  ambrosial  fount  ? 

Thee  lastly,   nuptial  bower,  by  me  adom'd,  280 

With  what  to  sight  or  smell  was  sweet,  from  thee 

How  shall  I  part?  and  whither  wander  down 

Into  a  lower  world,  to  this  obscure 

And  wOd  ?  how  shall  we  breathe  in  other  air 

Less  pure  acontom'd  to  immortal   fruits?"  285 

Whom  thus  the  Angel  interrupted  mild. 
**  Lament  not,   £ve,   but  patiently   resign 
What  justly  thou  hast  lost ;  nor  set  thy  heart, 
Thus  overfond,  on  that  which  is  not  thine : 
Thy  going  is  not  lonely;  with  thee  goes  290 

Thy  husband ;  him  to  follow  thou  art  bound ; 
Where  he  abides,  think  there  thy  native  soil." 

Adam  by  this  from  the  cold  sudden  damp 
Recovering,  and  his  scattered  spirits  retum'd, 
To  Michael  thus  his  humble  words  adress'd  295 

"  Celestial,  whetheramongthe  thrones,  or  nam'd 
Of  them  the  highest,  for  of  such  shape  may  seem 
Prince  above  princes,  gently  hast  thou  told 
Thy  message,  which  might  else  in  telling  wound. 
And,  in   peifbrming,  end  us ;   what  besides  300 

Of  sorrow,  and   dejection,   and  despair, 
Our  frailty  can   sustain,   thy  tidings   bring 
Departure  from  that  happy  place,  our  sweet 
Recess,   and   only  consolation   left, 
Familiar  to  our  eyes;   all  places   else  305 

Inhospitable  appear,   and  desolate, 
Nor  knoMring  us,  nor  known.     And  if,  by  prayer 
Incessant,  I  could  hope  to  change  the  will 
Of  him  who  all  things  can,  I  would  not  cease 
To  weary  him  with  my   assiduous  cries:  310 

But  prayer,   against  his  absolute   decree, 
No  more  avails  than  breath  against  the  wind. 
Blown  stifling  back  on  him  that  breathes  it  forth  : 
Tlierefore  to  his  great  bidding  I   submit. 
TTiit  most  afflicts  me,  that  departing  hence,  315 

As  from    his  (ace   I   shall   be   hid,   deprived 
His  blessed  countenance;  here  1  could  fr^uent 
With  worship,  place  by  place,  where  he  vouchsafed 
Presence  divine ;   and  to   my   sons   relate. 
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On  this  mount  he  appear  d;  under  this  tree  S20 

Stood  visiUe;  among  these  pines,   his  Tokse  ^^ 

I  heard;  here  with  him,  at  this  fountain,  talked : 

So  many  grateful   altars  I  would   rear  '^ 

Of  grassy  turf,  and  pile   up  every  stone  1 

Of  lustre   from  the  brook,   in   memory,  325         I 

Or  monument  to   ages,  and  thereon 

Offer  sweet-smelling  gums,  &  fruits,  &  flowers. 

In  yonder  nether  world,  where  shall  I  seek  » 

His  bright  appearances,  or  footstep  trace? 

For  though   I   fled  him,  angry,  yet  recall'd  3W 

To  life  prolonged,  and  promis'd  race,  I  now 

Gladly  behold,  though  but  his  utmost  skirts 

Of  glory,    and  far  off  his  steps  adore/* 

To  whom  thus  Michael,  with  regard  benign. 
**  Adam,  thou  know'st  Heaven  his,  &  all  the  Earth ;  336 

Not  this  rock  only;   his  omnipresence  fills 
Land,  sea,  and  air,  and  every  lund  that  lives. 
Fomented  by  his  virtual  power  and  warm'd : 
All  the  earth  he  gave  thee  to  possess,  and  rule. 
No   despicable   gift;   surmise  not  then  340 

His  presence  to  these  narrow  bounds  confined 
Of  Paradise  or   Eden :    this  had   been 
Perhaps  thy  capital  seat,  from  whence  had  spread 
All   generations,   ar.d   had   hither  come 
From  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  celebrate  845 

And  reverence  thee,  their  great  progenitor. 
But  this  pre-eminence  thou  hast  lost,  brought  down 
To  dwell  on  even  ground  now  with  thy  sons : 
Yet  doubt  not,    but   in  valley  and    in    plain 
God    is  as  here,   and  will  be  found  alike  350 

Present,  and  of  his  presence  many  a  sij^n 
Still  following  thee,  still  compassing  thee  round 
With   goodness  and   paternal  love,  his  face 
Express,  and  of  his  steps  the  track  divine. 
Which  that  thou  mayst  believe,  &  be  confirm'd,  355 

Ere  thou  from  hence  depart,  know,  I  am  sent 
To  show  thee  what  shall  come,  in  future  days. 
To  tliee  and  to  thy  offspring :  good  with  bad 
Expect  to  hear ;    supernal  grace  contending 
With  sinfulness  of  men;    thereby  to  learn  360 

True  patience,  and  to  temper  joy  with  fear, 
4nd    pious   sorrow,   equally    inured. 
By   moderation   either   state   to    bear, 

Prosperous  or  adverse  :    so  shalt  thou   lead  '* 

Safest  thy  life,  and  best  prepared,  endure  365 

Thy  mort.al  passage  when  it  comes.     Ascend 
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i  This  hill ;  let  Eve,  for  I  have  drench'd  her  eyes, 

i  Here  sleep  below ;  while  thou  to  foresight  wakest ; 

I  As  once  tnou  slept'st,  while  she  to  life  was  form'd. 

i  To   whom   thus  Adam   gratefully  rephed.  .370 

'  Ascendy  I  follow  thee,  safe  guide,  the  path 
Thou  leadst  me,  &  to  the  hand  of  Heaven  submit, 
However  chastening,  to   the   evil  turn 
My  obvious  breast,   arming   to   overcome 
By  suffering,  and  earn  rest  from  labour  won,  375 

If  so   I   may   attain/'    So  both   ascend. 
In   the  visions  of  God.     It  was   a  hill 
Of  Paradise  the  highest,   from  whose  top  lay. 
The  hemisphere  of  earth,  in  clearest  ken 
Stretch'd  out  to  the  amplest  reach  of  prospect,  380 

^ot  higher  that  hill,  nor  wider  looking  rounds 
Whereon,  for  different  cause,  the  Tempter  set 
Our  second   Adam,   in  the   wilderness. 
To  show  him  all  earth's  kingdoms,  &  their  glory. 
His  eye  might  there  command,  wherever  stood  :)85 

City,   of  old  or  modem    fame,   the   seat 
Of  mightiest  empire,  firom  the  destined  waHs 
Of  Cambalu,   seat  of  Cathaian   Can, 
And  Samarcand  by  Ox  us,  Temir's  throne, 
To   Paqiiin   of  Sina^an    kings,   and   thence  390 

To  Agra  and    Labor  of  great  Mogul, 
Down  to  the  golden  Chersonese,  or  where 
The   Persian  in   Ecbaten   sat,   or  since 
In  Hispahan,  or  where  the  Russian  Ksar 
In   Moscow,   or  the   Sultan   in   Bizance,  395 

I  TuTchestan-bom ;  nor  could  his  eye  not  ken 

The  empire  of  Negus,  to  his  utmost  port 

)  Ercoco,   and   the  less  maritime   kings 

j  Mombaza,   and   Quiloa,   and   MeHnd, 

}  And  Sofala,  thought  Ophir,  to  the  realm  400 

I  Of  Congo,   and   Angola   farthest   south ; 

I  Or  thence,  from  Niger  flood  to  Atlas  mount, 

The  kingdoms  of  Almansor,  Fez,  and  Sus, 
Morocco,   and  Algiers,   and  Tremisen ; 
Or  Europe  thence,  &  where  Rome  was  to  sway  405 

The  world :   in  spirit  perhaps  he  also  saw 
Rich   Mexico,  the  seat  ct   Montezume, 
And   Cusco   in   Peru,  the  richer  seat 
Of  Atabalipa,   and   yet   unspoird 

Guaina,  whose  great  city  Geryon's  sons  410 

Call   £1   Dorado.     Br«t.  to   nobler   sights, 
Michael  from  Adam's  eyes  the  film  removed. 
Which  that  false  fruit,  t.f  lat  promised  clearer  sight 


I 


2fi0  PAB.1DISE    M»T, 

Had  bred ;  tben  purged  with  euphrasy  and  me 
The  visual  nerve,  for  he  had  much   to  see ; 
And  from  the  well  of  life  three  drops  instill'd. 
So  deep  the  power  of  these  ingredients  pierced 
E'en    to   the   inmost  seat  of  mental   sight. 
That  Adam,  dow  enforced  to  close  his  eyes. 
Sunk  dowri,  &  all  hb  spirits  became  entranced  : 
But  him  the  gentle  Angel  by  the  band 
Soon  raised,  and  hb  attention  thus  recall'd. 

"  Adam,  now  ope  ihine  eyes;  and  first,  behold 
The  effects,  which  thy  original  crime  hath  wrought 
lu  some,  to  spring  from  the«,  who  never  touch 'd 
The  excepted  tree,  nor  with  the  snake  conspir'd. 
Nor  ainn'd  thy  rin ;  yet  from  that  sin  derive 
Corniption,  to  bring  ftirth  more  violent  deed*." 

His  eyes  he  open'd,  and  beheld  a  field, 
Part  arable  and  tilth,  whereon  where  sheaves 
New  reap'd  ;  the  other  part  sheepwalks  Si  folds  ; 
In  the  midst  an  altar,  as  the  landmark,  stood. 
Rustic,    of  grassy  sod :    thither   anon 
A  sweaty  reaper,  from  his  tillage,  brought 
First  fruits,  the  green  ear,  and  the  yellow  sheaf. 
UncuU'd,  as  came  to  hand ;  a  shepherd  next, 
Moremeek,  came  with  the  firstlings  of  his  fioclt. 
Choicest  and   best ;    (hen    sacrificing,  laid 
Theinwardsand  their  fat,  with  inceuse  strow'd, 
On  the  cleft  wood,  and  all  due  rites  perform'd. 
His  offering  soon  propitious  fire  trom  Heaven 
Consumed  with  nimble  glance,  &  grateful  stenm  : 
The  other's  not  j  tor  his  was  not  sincere ; 
Whereat  he  inly  r^ed  ;  and,  as  they  talk'd, 
Smote   him    into   the    midriff  with   a   stone 
That  beHt  out  life;  befell  and,  deadly  pale, 
Groan'd  out  his  soul,  with  gushing  blood  eSiised. 
Much,  at  the  sight,  was  Adam  in  his  henrt 
Dismay'd.  &  thus  in  haste  to  the  Angel  cried. 

"  O  teacher,  some  great  mischief  hath  befallen 
To  that  meek  man,  who  well  had  sacrificed : 
Is   piety  tlius,    and    pure   devotion,   paid?" 

To  whom  Michael  thn?,  he  ulso  moved,  replied. 
"  These  two  are  hretliren,  Adam,  and  to  come 
Out  of  thy  loins:  the  nnjoal  ttie  just  hath  slain, 
For  envy  that  his  brother's  offering  fonnd 
From  Heaven  acceptance;  but  ihe  bloody  fact 
Will  be  avenged,  and  the  othei'a  faith,  approved, 
l»sc  no  reward,  though  here  thou  see  him  die. 
Rolling  in  dust  nnd  goti"."  To  which  our  nn. 
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Alas !  botli  for  Uie  deed  and  for  the  caiue  ! 
But  Imve  1  now  seen  death  ?     b  (his  the  way, 

must  return   to   native   iluat '.    O   sight 
Of  terror,    foul  and  ugly   to  behuld, 
Horrid  to    thinlc,   how  lioirible  to   leell" 

To  whom  thus  Michael.  "  Death  thou  hiut  sceo, 
his  first  shape,  ou  man :  but  >na.ny  slinpcs 
Of  death,  and  many  are  the  ways  thnt  lead 
To  hb  ^m  ckve,  all  dianial ;  yet,  to  sense. 
More  terrible  at  the  eatraoce  than  within. 
6ome,  as  tliou  aaw'st,  by  violent  stroke  shall  die, 
By  fire,  flood,  famine,  by  intemperance  more 
In  meali&  drinks,  which  on  the  earth  shall  liring 
I>i»ease»  dire,  of  which  a  monstrous  crew 
Before  thee  shall  appear;  that  thou  maysl  know 
What   misery  the   inabsiincnce   of  Eve 
6h»U  bring  on  men.     Immediately  a  place 
Before  his  eye*  appeac'd,  sad,  noisome,  dark, 
A  lazar-hoiise  it  scem'd,  wherein  were  laid 
Numbers   of  all  disease<] ;    nil    maladies 
Of  ghastly  spasm,  or  racking  torture,  qualms 
Of  heart-sick   agony,   all   feverous  kind», 
Conmlsions,    epilepsies,    fierce    catarrhs. 
Intestine  stone  and   ulcer,   cholic   pangs. 
Demoniac   frenzy,   moping    melanclioty. 
And  moon-struck  madness,  pining  atrophy, 
Veraemus,    and    wide- wasting    patience. 
Dropsies,  te  asthmas,  &  joint-racking  rheuins. 
Dire  WB«  the  tossing,  deep  the  groans ;    Despair 
Tended  the  aick,  busiest  (rom  couch  to  couch  ; 
And  over  them   triumphant  Death  his  dart 
Sbook :  but  dclay'd  to  strike,  though  ah  invok'd 
With  vows,  as  their  clijef  good,  and  final  hope. 
Sight  10  delbnn,  what  heart  of  rock  could  long 
Dry-eyed  behold  ?  Adam  could  not ;  but  wetit. 
Though  nut  of  woman  bom  :  compassion  (juell'd 
'IG»  best  of  man,  and  gave  him  up  to  tears 
ace,  till  firmer  thoughts  restrain "d  excess; 
Anc],scarcerecovering  words,  his  plaint  rencw'd. 

"  0  miserable  mankind,  to  what  fall 
Degraded,  to  what  wretched  state  reserved ! 
Better  end  here,  unborn.  Wliy  is  life  given. 
To  be  thus  wrested  fi^m  us  ?  rather,  why 
Obtruded  on  us  thus?  who,  if  we  knew 
What  we  receive  would  either  not  aci'ept 
Life  ofler'd,  or  soon  beg  to  lay  it  down: 
dad  to  b«f  so  diamtwM  in  peace.     Can  t]ius 
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Tlie  image    of  bod,  m    niHii  created  once 
So  goodly  ftnd  erect,    though  ianlly  «ince. 
To    such    UDsightly    aufierings    be    debased 
Under  inhuman  pains  ?  why  shcmld  not  man. 
Retailing   still  divine   similitude 
!n   piirl,    from  such   defbnoities   be    free. 
And  for  his  Maker's  image-uke  eieuipt?" 

"Their  Maker's  image,"  ansner'd  Michael,"  il 
Forsook  them,  when  themselves  they  vilified. 
To   serve  uogovtm'd  uppetite,  and    took 
His  image  whom  ihey  serv'il,  a  brutish  vice, 
Inductive    mainly    to   the    gin    of    Eve. 
Therefore   so    abject    is    their    punishment, 
Digfigiirliig  not  God's  likeness,  but  their  own  : 
Or  if   his  likeness,  by  themselves   defaced. 
While  they  pervert  pure  nature's  heallhful  rules 
To  loathwiiie  sickness;    worthily,  since  ihcy 
God's  image  did  not  reverence  in  tliemselves." 

"  I  yield  it  just."  said  Adam,  "  and  submit. 
But  is  there  yet    no  other  way  besides 
These  patnftil  passages,  how  we  may  come 
To  death,  itnd  mix  with  our  connatural  dust?" 

"Tliereis,"  said  Michael,  "if  thou  weUobseivi 
The  rule  of  not  too  much,  by  temperniice  taught 
In  wh.il  thou  eatest  and  drinkest,  seeking  from  tbeite* 
Due  nourishment,  no  gluttonous  delight 
Till  many  years  over  tliy  head   return 
So  inavest  tliou  live,  tiU,  like  ripe  fniit,  tliou  drop 
luto  thy    mother's   lap,    or  be  with  ejise 
Gaiher'd,  not  harshly  pluclc'd,  for  death  mature : 
This  is  old  age;   but  theii  thou   must  outlive 
Thy  youtli,  thy  strcnglli,  thy  IJCMiity,  which  willchange 
To  withcr'd,  weak,  and  (;r;iy  ;  thy  senses,  then 
Obtuse,  all  taste  of  pleaiiiire  must  forego. 
To  what  thoa  hast ;  and    liir  t!ie  air  of  youth. 
Hopeful  and  cheerful,  in  thy  blood   will  reign 
A   mel  inclioly  damp  of   cold   and  dry. 
To  wagh  thy  spirits  down  j   and  last,  consume 
TTie  balm  of   life."     To   whom    our  ancestor, 

"  Henceforth  I  Hy  not  doitli,  nor  would  prolong 
Life  much ;    bent  rather  how  1  may  be  quit, 
Fnirest  and  easiest,  of  this  cumbrous  charge  : 
Which  I  must  keep,  till  my  appointed  day 
Of  rendering    up,    nnd    patieotiy    attend 
My    dissolution."     Michael  replied. 

"  Nor  love  tiiy  hfe,  nor  hale;    hut  what  thou  Ilvtr!tt,>l 
Livp  well;  how  long,  nr  short,  permit  to  Heaven  : 
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And  now  prepare  thee   for  aaother  siglit."  55s 

He  look'J,  and  saw  n  ap^ions  plum,  whereon 
/Were  (enta  of  various  hue ;  by  some  were  lierdu 
Of  cnttle  gnzin};;  olbets  wlience  the  soiintl 
or  tnatruiuents,  that  made  mebxlioiiB  chime. 
Was  heard,  of  harp  and  organ,  and  who  moi'cH  .>iin 

Their  slops  Si  rhords,  were  seen ;  his  volant  loiii-h, 
Instinct,  through  all  proportions  low  and  high, 
fled  iind  pursued  transverse  the  resonant  fugue. 
Id  other  part  stood  one,  who,  at  the  (br^e 
labouring,  two  massy  clods  of  iron  and   bras?  &S5 

Had  melted;  whether  found,  where  cuiaual  fire 
It.td   wasted   woods   on   mountain  or  in  viile, 
to  the  veins  of  earth,  thence  gliding  hot 
i>e  cave's  mouth  j  or  whether  wash'd  by  stream 
From  underground,  the  liquid  ore  he  drnin'd  570 

0  fit  moulds  prepared  :  from  which  he  ftinn'd, 
First,  his  own  toob  ;  ihen^  what  might  else  he  wrought 
Fusil,  or  graven  in  metal.  After  these 

But  on  the  hither  side,  a  difTerent  sort 
rom  the  high  neighbouring  liilU,  which  was  their  seat,  ^75 
Down  to  the  plain  descended :  by  their  guise 
■  «t  men  they  seem'd,  and  all  their  study  bent 
■  worship  God  aright,  and  know  his  works 
'Not  hid,  nor  tliose  things  last  which  might  preserve 

i>ni  and   peace  to  men ;  they  on  the  plain  Si40 

Long  had  not  walk'd,  when  from  the  tents,  behold 
A  bevy  of  fair   women    richly    gay 
;ili  ^ms  &  wanton  dress ;  to  the  harp  they  sung 
SriH  amorous  ditties,  and  in  dance  came  on; 
The  men,  though  grave,  eyed  them,  and  let  their  eyes     &SS 
)tove  without  rein,  till  in  the  amorous  net 
l^ist  caught,  they  liked,  and  each  his  liking  chose  ; 
*    '    ow  of  love  they  treat,  till  the  evening  star, 
I  harbinger,  appear'd ;  then,  all  in  heat, 
?Uey  light  the  nuptial  torch,  and  bid  invoke  590 

lymen,  then  first  to  marriage  rites  invoked  ; 
vith  feast  and  music  all  the  tents  resound. 
8och  happy  interview,  and  I'air   event. 
Of  love  &  youth  not  lost,  son;i;3,  garlands,  flowers, 
And  chnrming  symphonies,  iittach'd  the  heart  S95 

>r  Adam,  soon  inclined  to  admit  delight, 
e  bent  of  nature ;  which  he  thus  expressed. 
"  TVue  opener  of  mine  eyes,  prime  Angel  bless'd, 
Kach  better  seems  this  vision,  and  more  liope 
f  peaceful  days  portends,  tlmn  those  two  past;  GOO 

Riosewereof  hate,  &  death,  or  pain,  much  worse, 
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Here  nature  seems  fulfilled  in  all  her  ends.'* 

To  whom  thus  Michael.  "  Judge  not  what  is  best 
By  pleasure,  though  to  nature  seeming  meet, 
Created,  as  thou  art,  to  nobler  end. 
Holy  and   pure,  conformity  divine. 
Those  tents  thou  saw'st  so  pleasant,  were  the  tents 
Of  wickedness,  wherein  Miall  dwdl  his  race 
Who  slew  his  brother ;  studious  they  appear 
Of  arts  that  polish   life,   inventors  rare,  610 

Unmindful  of  their  Maker,  though  his  Spirit 
Taught  them ;  but  they  his  gifts  acknowledg'd  none. 
Yet  they  a  beauteous  offspring  shall  beget ; 
For  that  fair  female  troop  thou  saw'st,  that  seem'd 
Of  goddesses,  so  blithe,  so  smooth,  so  gay,  616 

fet  empty  of  all   good  wherein  consists 
Woman  s  domestic  honour  and  chief  praise ; 
Bred  only  and  completed  to  the  taste 
Of  lustful  appetance ;  to  sing,  to  dance. 
To  dress,  &  troll  the  tongue,  &  roll  the  eye.  ^30 

To  these,  that  sober  race  of  men,  whose  lives 
Religious,  titled  them  the  sons  of  God, 
Shall  yield  up  all  their  virtue,  all  their  &me. 
Ignobly,  to  the  trains  and  to  the  smiles 
Of  these  fair  atheists,  and  now  swim  in  joy,  625 

Ere  long  to  swim  at  large ;  and  laugh,  for  which 
The  world  ere  long  a  world  of  tears  must  weep." 

To  whom  thus  Adam,  of  short  joy  bereft. 
**  O  pity  &  shame,  that  they,  who  to  live  well 
Enter'd  so  fair  should  turn  aside  to  tread  630 

Paths   indirect,  or  in   the  midway  faint ! 
But  still  I  see  the  tenor  of  man*s   wo 
Hold  on  the  same,  from  woman  to  begin." 

''  From  man*s  effeminate  slackness  it  begins," 
Said  the  Angel,  "  who  should  better  hold  his  place,         685 
By  wisdom,  and  superior  gifts  received. 
But  now  prepare  thee  for  another  scene." 

He  looked,  and  saw  wide  territory  spread 
Before  him,  towns,  and  rural  works  between. 
Cities  of  men,  with  lofty  eates  and  towers,  640 

Concourse  in  arms,  fierce  races  threatening  vrar, 
Giants  of  mighty  bone,  and  bold  emprise ; 
Part  wield  their  arms,  part  curb  the  foaming  steed, 
Single,  or  in  array  of  battle  ranged, 
BoUi  horse  and  foot :  nor  idly  mustering  stood  :  645 

One  way  a  band  select  from  forage  drives 
A  herd  of  beeves,  fair  oxen  and  ^ir  kine, 
From  a  fat  meadow  ground  ;  or  fleecy  flock 
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&  their  bleating  Iambs,  over  itie  plain, 
booty ;  scarce  with  life  the  shepherds  fly, 
til  in  aid,  which  makes  a  bloody  tray ; 
cruel  tournament  the  squadrons  joio ; 
e  cattle  pastured  late,  now  scatter'd  lies 
carcases,  &  arms,  the  ensanguined  Held 
ted.     Others   to   a  city   strong 
ege,  encamped ;  by  battery,  scale,  &  mine, 
lling:   others  fi^m   the  wall   defend 
dart,  &  Javelin,  stones,  &  sulphurous  fire ; 
£h  hand  slaughter,  and  gigantic  deeds, 
her  part,   the  scepter'd  heriU<ts  call 
>uncil   in   the  city  gates  :  anon 
headed  mea  &  grave,  with  warriors  mix'd, 
ible,  and  harangues  are  heard  ;  but  soon 
Aious  opposition,   till   at   last, 
iddle  age,  one  risiug,  eminent 
e  deport,  spalte  much  of  right  &  wrong, 
stice,  of  religion,  truth,  and  peace, 
udgment  from  above :  him  old  and  young 
ded,  and  had  seized  with  violent  hands, 
lOta  cloud  descending,  snatched  him  tlience, 
n  «raid   the   throng :    so    violence 
eded,  and  oppression,  and  sword-law, 
gh  all  the  plain,  &  refuge  none  was  found. 

was  all  in  tears,  and,  to  his  guide 
[itmg,  tnm'd  full  sad  :  "  O  what  are  tliese, 
i'»  ministers,  not  men,  who  thus  deal  death 
lanly   to   men,  and   multiply 
lousand-fold,  the  un  of  him  who  slew 
rother;  for  of  whom  such  massacre 
they,  but  of  their  brethren,  men  of  men  ? 
ho  was  that  just  man,  whom,  had  nbt  Heaven 
ed,  had  in  bis  righteousness  been  lost  ?" 
whom  thus  Michael.  "Thesearetheproduct 
Dse  ill-mated  marriages  thou  saw'st; 
B  good  with  bfld  were  match'd,  who  of  theniselvi 
'  to  join  ;  and  by  imprudence  mix'd, 
ice  prodigious  births  of  body  or  ramd. 
were  these  giants,  men  of  high  renown ; 
I  those  days  might  only  shall  be  admired, 
ralour  and  heroic  virtue  coU'dj 
rercome  in  battle,    and   subdue 
IS,  and  bring  home  spoib,  with  inlinite 
anghter,  shajl  be  held  the  highest  pitch 
iman   glory,  and    for   glory  done 

mph,  to  be  styled  great  conquerors. 
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Patrons  of  mankind,  gods,  and  sons  of  gods. 
Destroyers  rtghtlier  coJld,  and  jjlagues  of  men. 
Thus  fame  shall  be  achieved,  renown  on  earth  ; 
And  what  most  merils  fame  in  silence  hid. 
But  he,  the  seventh  from  tliee,  wbom  ihou  beh<:ld'st 
The  only  righteous  in  a  world  perverse. 
And  therefore  hated,  therefore  so  beset 
With  foes,   for  daring  single  to   he  juat. 
And  utter  odioUB  truih,  that  God  would  come 
To  judge  them  witli  lils  SRints  :  him  the  Moat  Hi^l), 
Wrapt  in  a  balmy  cloud,  with  winged  steeds 
Did,  ns  thou  saw\t,  receive,  to  walk  with  God, 
High  in  salvation,  and  the  climes  of  bliss. 
Exempt  from  death  ;  to  show  thee  what  reward 
Awaits  the  good :  the  resi,  what  punishment ) 
Which  now  direct  thine  eyes,  and  soon  behold." 

He  look' d,  &  saw  the  face  of  things  quite  chang'd. 
The  brazen  throat  of  war  had  ceas  d  to  roar ; 
And  all  was  tumd  to  jollity  and  game. 
To  luiury  anil  riot,  feast  and  dance. 
Marrying,  or  prostituting,  as  Ijefel, 
Rape  or  adultery,  where  passing  fair 
Allured  them  ;  thence  from  cups  to  civil  broils. 
At  length  a  reterend  sire  among  them  came. 
And  of  their  doings  great  dislike  deelnred. 
And  testified  against  their  uays;    lie  oft 
Frequented  their  assemblies,  whereso  met. 
Triumphs  or  festivals,  and  to  them  preachM 
Conversion  and  repentance,  as  to  souls 
In  prison,  under  judgments  imminent; 
But  all  in  vain  :  wljicli  when  he  saw,  he  ceas'd 
Contending,  and  removed  his  tents  far  off. 
Then  from  the  mountnin  hewing  timber  lall. 
Began  to  build  a  vessel  of  huge  bulk, 
Measured  by  cubit,  length,  &  breath,  and  highib, 
Smear'd  round  ivith  pitch, &in  the  side  a  door 
Contrived;   and  of  provisions  bid  in  large 
For  miiD&  beast :  when,  lo,  a  wimder  strange  1 
Of  evrry  beast  and  bird,  and  insert  small, 
Came  sevens,  &  pairs,  &  enter'd  in,  as  taught 
Their  order;   last  the  eire,  and  his  three  sons, 
With  their  four  wives  i  &  God  made  fast  the  dgor. 
Meanwhile  the  sriutb  wind  rose,  with  black  wint^s 
Wide  hovering,  all  ibe  clouds  together  drove. 
From  under  Heaven;  the  hills,  to  their  supply. 
Vapour  and  exhalation  dusk  and  moist 
Sent  up  amain  ;  and  now  (he  sicken 'd  sky 


a  monsters  whelp'd, 
merouB  late, 
n  embark 'd. 


I  Like  a  dark  ceiling  stcod :  down  nish'd  the  r&in 
I  Impetuous,  nnd  continued,  till  the  earth 
uHo  more  was  seen  :  the  floating  vessel  swum 
I  UpU^ed,  and  secure,  with  beaked  prow 
I  Rode  tilting  o'er  the  waves;  all  dwelfings  else 
W  Flood  overwhelm'd,  &  tlien,  with  nil  their  pomp, 
J  Deep  under  water  roll'd  ;    sea  covered  sea, 
I  Sea  without  shore ;    and  in  their  palaces, 
I  Where  luxury  late  reign 'd,  se 
I  And  stabled :  of  mankind,  si 
I  Ail  lell,  ID  one  stnal)  bottom  i 
I  How  didst  thou  grieve  tlieii,  Adam,  lo  behold 
iTlie  ead  of  all  thy  oflspriDg,  end  bo  sad,  ta 

Dejiopulation  ?   thee,  another  flood 
Of  teara  and  sorrow,  a  flood  thee  also  drown 'd. 
And  sunk  thee,  as  tliy  sons ;  till  gently  rear'd 
By  the  Angel,  on  lliy  feet  thou  stoodst  at  last, 
Though  comrortless :  as  when  a  father  mourns  76 

Hia  children,  all  in  view  destroy'd  at  once  ; 
And  scarce  to  the  Angel  utier'dst  tlius  thy  plaint. 

"O  vtwons  ill  foreseen!  better  haa  I 
Lured  ignorant  of  future,  so  had  borne 
81y   part  of  evil   only,  each  day's    lot  7b' 

Enough  to  bear ;  lliose  now,  that  were  dispensed 
The  htirden  of  many  ages,  on  me  light 
At  once,  1^  my  fbreknowledge  gaining  birth 
Abortive,  to  torment  me,  ere  their  being. 
With  tjiouglil  that  ihey  must  be.  Let  no  man  seek  77 

Uenceibrlh,  to  be  foretold,  what  shall  btfal 
llim,  or  his  children :  evil,  he  may  be  sure, 
Which  neither  hi?  foreknowing  can  prevent  : 
I  And   he   the   future  evils  sliall,    no   leK 
I  In    apprehension  than   in  substance,    feel  Ti 

I  Grievous  to  bear  :  but  that  cure  now  is  pass'd, 
I  Man  is  not  whom  to  warn :  those  few,  escaped 
I  F'kmine  nnd  anguish  will  at  last  consume, 
I  Wandering  that  watery  desert.     I  had  hope. 
\  When  vio&nce  was  ceased,  and  war  on  earth,  7f 

I  All  would  have  then  gone  well,  peace  would  have  crown'd, 
I  With  length  of  happy  days,  the  race  ofman: 
iBut   1    was   far  deceived;    for   now   I   see 
I  Peace  to  corrupt,  no  less  than  war  to  waste. 
I  How  comes  it  Uius  ?  unfold,  celestial  guide  ;  7! 

I  And  wheUierlieretheraceofman  willend?" 

To  whoralhuB  Michael.    "Those  whom  !;i8l  ihou  snw'si 
I  In  triumph  and  luxurious  wealth,  are  tliey 
I  Firat   seen,   in  acts  of  pro 
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\ 

^H 

And  great  exploits,  but  of  true  virtue  void ; 

7»            1 

^^1 

Who,  liavingspili'd  much  blood,  and  done  muck  waste, 

^^1 

Subduing  nations,   and   achiefed   thereby 

■ 

^^1 

Fame  in  the  world,  bigh  titles,  and  rich  prey. 

1 

Shall  change  their  course  to  pleasure,  ease,  A  sloth. 
Surfeit  and  lust ;  till  wantoonegs  and  pride 

^^1 

JSi 

^H 

Raise,  out  of  friendship,  hostile  deeds  in  peace. 

The  conquer'd  also,  and  emlav'd  by  war. 
Shall,  with  their  freedom  lost,  all  virtue  loie, 

^^1 

^H 

And  fear  of  God ;  from  whom,  their  piety  feign'd. 
In  sharp  contest  of  battle,  found    no  aid 

m  -^m 

^H 

Against  invaders;  therefore,  cooi'd  in  zeal. 

^a^H 

^^H 

Thenceforth  shall  practise,  how  to  live  secure, 

^^H 

Worldly,  or  dissolute,  on  wlial  their  lords 

n'l^H 

^^H 

Shall  leave  them  to  enjoy  :  for  the  earth  bIjuI!  bear 

^H 

More  than  enough,  that  temperance  may  be  tried. 

aoi 

So  all  shall  turn  d^eiieraie.  all  depraved, 

^H 

Justice  and  temperance,  truth  and  failh  forgot ; 

^^M 

One   man    except,   the  only  son  of  light. 

In   a   dark   age,    against   example   good. 

^^^ 

Against  allurement,  custom,  and  a  world 

eio 

^^B 

Offended ;  fearless  of  reproach  and  scorn, 

...J 

^^H 

Or  violence,   he  of  their   wicked  ways 

'D-JH 

Shall  them   admonish,  and  betbre  them  set 

'A^H 

^H 

The  paths  of  righteousness,  how  much  more  safe 

««^ 

^H 

And  fiiU  of  peace;  denouncing  wrath  to  come. 

On    their   impenitence;  and   shall   return, 

1 

Of  them    derided;    but  of  God    observed 

..  "i      1 

^^H 

The  one  just  man  alive,  by  hia  command. 

i 

^^1 

^^1 

To  save  himself  and  household,  from  amidst 

m,         ■ 

^^1 

A   world   devote   to  universal   wreck. 

1 

^^H 

No  sooner  he,  with  them,  of  man  and  beast 

1 
■ 

^^B 

Select  for  life,  shall  in  the  ark  be  lodged. 

And  shelter'd  round,  but  all  llie  cataracts 

^H 

Of  Heaven  set  open,  on  the  earth,  shall  pour 

BL'5 

^^^ 

Rain  day  and  night ;  all  fouutains  of  the  deep 

^1 

^^^ 

Broke  up,  shall  heave  the  ocean  to  uauip 

^Jl^^^H 

Beyond    all    bounds,   till    inundation  rise 

^^1 

Above  the  highest  hills :  then  shall  tills  moiml 

-nH^^^^I 

^^B 

Of  Paradise,  by  might  of  waves,  be  moved. 
Out  of  his  place,  pushed  by  ihe  homed  flood,      . 

^M^^^^l 

^H 

I!^^^^H 

With  all  his  verdure  spoil'd,  and  tree»  adrid., 

^^1 

Down  the  great  river  to  the  opening  fulf, ,          i 

ij^^^^^l 

^^P 

And  there  take  root,  an  island  sail  and  baje. 

'  ^^^^^H 

^^1 

The  haunlof  seals,  and  ores,  and  seamews'  cku»g:,     , 

,  6flj^^^^H 

■ 

To  teach  tliee,  ihnt  God  altribuleft  to  jAof^Ct 

H 

^J 

M 
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No  sanctity,  if  none  be  thiUier  brought 
By  men  who  there  frequent,  or  therein  dwell. 
And  now  what  further  shall  ensue,  behold." 

He  look'd,  and  saw  the  ark-hull  on  the  flood,  840 

Which  now  abated ;  for  the  clouds  were  fled, 
Driven  by  a  keen  north  wind,  that  blowing  dry. 
Wrinkled  the  &ce  of  deluge,   as  decay'd; 
And  the  dear  sun,  on  his  wide  watery  glass. 
Grazed  hot,  and  of  the  fresh  wave  largely  drew,  $46 

As  after  thirst;  whkh  made  their  flowing  shrink. 
From  standing  lake  to  tripping  ebb,  that  stole 
With  soft  foot  towards  the  deep ;  who  now  had  stopp 'd 
His  sluices,  as  the  Heav^i  his  windows  shut 
rhe  ark  no  more  now  floats,  but  teems  on  groimd,  850 

Fast  on  the  top  of  some  high  mountain  fix'd. 
And  now  the  tops  of  hills,  as  rocks,  appear ; 
With  clamour  thence  the  rapid  currents  drive. 
Towards  the  retreating  sea,  their  furious  tide. 
Forthwith  firom   out  the  ark   a  raven  flies;  855 

And  after  him,  the  surer  messenger, 
A  dove,   sent  forth  once  and  again,  to  spy 
Green  tree,  or  ground,  whereon  his  foot  may  light ; 
The  second  time  returning,   in  his   bill 
An  olive  leaf  he  brings,   pacific   sign ;  860 

Anon  dry  ground  appears ;  and  from  his  ark 
The  ancient  sire  descends,  with  all  his  train ; 
Then  with  uplifted  hands,  and  eyes  devout, 
Grateful  to   Heaven,  over  his  head  beholds 
A  dewy  cloud,   and   in   the  cloud   a   bow  865 

Conspicuous,  with  three  listed  colours  gay, 
Betokening  peace  from  God,  ^  covenant  new. 
Whereat  the  heart  of  Adam,  erst  so  sad. 
Greatly  rejoiced ;  and  thus  his  joy  broke  forth. 

"  O  thou,  who  future  things  canst  represent  870 

As  present,   heavenly   instructor,   I   revive 
At  tnis  last  sight;  assured  that  man  shall  live. 
With  all  the  creatures,  and  their  seed  preserve. 
Far  less  I  now  lament  for  one  whole  world 
Of  wicked   sons   destroyed,   than   I   rejoice  875 

For  one  man  found  so  perfect,  and  so  just, 
Tliat  God  vouchsafes  to  raise  another  world 
From  him,  Sc  all  his  anger  to  forget. 
But  say,  what  mean  those  coloured  streaks  in  Heaven^ 
Distended   as  the  brow  of  God   appeas'd?  880 

Or  serve  they,  as  a  flowery  verge,  to  bind 
The  fluid  skirts  of  that  same  watery  cloud, 
Lest  it  again  dissolve,  and  shower  the  earth  ?'* 

s  2 


THE   ARGUMENT. 


The  Angvl  Michael  contlnueB,  tnrn  the  flood,  to  relate  vluM  fliftll  i 
ceed ;  then  in  the  mentlcni  of  Ahrmhau,  coaep  bf  iltgiim  to «»• 
plain  who  that  Seed  of  the  Woman  tball  he  which  wai  prouted 
Adam  ai:d  Ere  In  the  fall.  Fit  Incftmation,  deaCh,  reaorrecUon, 
and  aaceutlon ;  the  stite  of  the  church  till  hia  aeeond  ttmdng. 
Adam,  pvatly  aatiafied  and  re-corafbrted  by  these  relattoaa  ami 
promiies,  descends  the  hill  with  Bflcbael :  wakens  Ere»  who  all 
this  while  had  slept,  Irat  wf  th  gentle  dreams  composed  to  quiet- 
ness of  mind  and  submission.  Michael  in  either  hand  leads  them 
out  of  Paradise,  the  fiery  svrord  miving  beiiind  them,  and  the  Che- 
rubim talcing  their  stations  to  guard  the  place. 
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As  one  who,  in  hie  journey,  baits  at  noon, 
Tho'  bent  on  speed  ;  so  here  the  Archangel  paused, 
Betwixt  the  world  destroy'd,  and  world  restored  ; 
If  Adam  aught,  perhaps  might  interpose : 
Then,  with  transition  sweet,  new  speech  resumes.  5 

*^  Thus  tliou  hast  seen  one  world  begin,  &  end ; 
And  man,  as  from  a  second  stock,  proceed.. 
Much  thou  hast  yet^  to  see ;  but  I  perceive 
Thy  mortal  sight  to  fail;    objects  divine 
Must  needft  irapaif  and  weary  human  sense :  10 

Henceforth,  what  is  to  come  I  will  relate ; 
Thou  therefore  give  due  audience,  dc  attend. 
This  second  source  of  men,  while  yet  but  few, 
And  while  the  dread  of  judgment  pass'd  remains 
Fresh  in  their  minds,  fearing  the  Deity,  15 

With  some  regard  to  what  is  just  and  right, 
Shall  lead  their  lives,  and  multiply  apace, 
Labouring  the  soil,  &  reaping  plenteous  crop, 
Com,  wine,  &  oil :  &  from  the  herd  or  flock, 
Oft  sacrificing  bullock,  lamb,   or  kid.  20 

With  large  wine-offerings  pour'd,  &  sacred  feast, 
Shall  spend  their  days  in  joy,  unblamed,  &  dwell 
Long  time  in  peace,  by  families  and  tribes, 
Under  paternal  rule :   till  one   shall  rise, 
Of  proud  ambitious  heart,  who  not  content  25 

With  fair  equality,   fraternal   state, 
Will   arrogate  dominion   undeserved, 
Over  his  brethren,  and  quite  dispossess 
Concord  and  law  of  nature  from  the  earth ; 
Hunting,  &  men,  not  beasts,  shall  be  his  game,  30 

With  war  and  hostile  snare,  such  as  refuse 
Subjection   to   his  empire   tyrannous : 
A  mighty  hunter  thence  he  shall  be  styled 
Before  the  Lord,  as  in  despite  of  Heaven, 
Or  firom  Heaven  claiming  second  sovereignty  ;  35 

And  from  rebellion  shall  derive  his  name, 
Tliough  of  rebellion   others   he   acrusr. 
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He  with  a  crew,  whom  like  ambition  joiDS 

With   him,   or   under  him,   to   tyrannize, 

Marching  from  Eden,  towards  the  west,  shall  find  40 

The  plain,  wherein  a  black  bituminous  gurge 

Boils  out  from  under  ground,  the  mouth  of  Hell ; 

Of  brick,  and  of  that  stuff  they  cast  to  build 

A  city  &  tower,  whose  top  may  reach  to  Heaven ; 

And  get  themselves  a  name,  lest,  far  dispers'd  45 

In   foreign   lands,   their   memory   be  lost. 

Regardless  whether  good   or  evil   fame. 

But  God  who  oft  descends  to  visit  men 

Unseen,  and  through  their  habitations  walks  . 

To  mark  their  doings,  them  beholding  soon  50 

Comes  down  to  see  their  city,  ere  the  tower 

Obstruct  Heaven's  towers ;  and  in  derision,  sets 

Upon  their  tongues  a  various  spirit,  to  rase 

Quite  out  their  native  language,  and  instead, 

To  sow  a  janghng  noise  of  words  unknown.  55 

Forthwith  a  hideous  gabble  rises  loud 

Among  the  builders  :    each  to  other  calls. 

Not  understood,  till  hoarse,  and  all  in  rage, 

As  mock'd ,  they  storm :  great  laughter  was  in  Heaven , 

And  looking  down,  to  see  the  hubbub  strange,  GO 

And  hear  the  din :  thus  was  the  building  left 

Ridiculous,  and  the  work  Confusion  named." 

Wliereto  thus  Adam,  fatherly  displeased. 
**  O   execrable   son,    so   to   aspire 

Above    his    brethren,    to    himself  assuming  65 

Authority,   usurp'd   from   God,   not  given ! 
He   gave   us   only   over   beast,   fish,    fowl, 
Dominion  absolute ;    that   right   we   hold 
By   his   donation ;     but   man    over   men 
He  made  not   lord  :    such  title  to  himself  70 

Reserving,   human    left    from   human    free. 
But   this  usurper  his  encroachment  proud 
Stays  not  on  man  :  to  God  his  tower  intends 
Sie^e  and  defiance.  Wretched  man  I  what  food 
Will  he   convey    up   thither,    to   sustain  75 

Himself  and  his  rasli  army?  where  thin  air, 
Above  the  clouds,  will  pine  his  entrails  gross, 
And  famish  him  of  breath,  if  not  of  bread.** 

To  whom  thus  Michael.  ''Justly  thou  abhor  *st 
That  son,   who  on   the  quiet  state  of  men  80 

Such  trouble  brought,   affecting  to  subdue 
Rational   liberty;    yet   know   withal, 
Since   thy   original    lapse,   true   liberty 
Is  lost,  whicli  always  with  right  reason  dwell-- 
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Twin'd,  and  from  her  hath  no  dividual  bein^ :  35 

Reason   in  man   obscured,   or  not  obey'd. 

Immediately  inordinate   desires, 

And  upstart  passions,  catch  the  government 

From  reason,  and  to  servitude  reduce 

Man,  till  then  free.  Therefore,  since  he  permits,  90 

Within  himself,  unworthy  powers  to  reign 

Over  free  reason,  God,  m  judgment  just, 

Subjects  him,  from  without,  to  violent  lords  : 

Who   oft,   as   undeservedly,    inthrall 

His  outward  freedom.     Tyranny  must  be,  95 

Though  to  the  tyrant  thereby  no  excuse, 

Yet  sometimes  nations  will  decline  so  low 

From  virtue,  which  is  reason,  that  no  wrong, 

But  justice,  and  some  fatal  curse  annexed, 

Deprives  them  of  their  outward  liberty,  100 

Their  inward  loss.  Witness  the  irreverent  son 

Of  him  who  built  the  ark ;  who,  for  the  shame 

Done  to  his  father,  heard  this  heavy  curse, 

'*  Servant  of  servants,"  on  his  vicious  race. 

Thus  will  this  latter,  as  the  former  world,  105 

Still  tend  from  bad  to  worse ;  till  God,  at  last. 

Wearied   with   their   iniquities,   withdraw 

His  presence  from  among  them,  and  avert 

His  holy  eyes;   resolvmg,  from  thenceforth 

To  leave  them  to  their  own  polluted  ways;  no 

And  one  peculiar  nation   to   select 

From  all  the  rest,  of  whom  to  be  invoked  ; 

A  nation,  from  one  faithful  man  to  spring : 

Him,  on  this  side  Euphrates  yet  residing. 

Bred  up  in   idol-worsnip.      O   that  men,  115 

Canst  thou  believe?  sliould  be  so  stupid  grown, 

While  yet  the  patriarch  lived,  who  'scap'd  the  flood. 

As  to  forsake  the  living  God,  and  fall 

To  worship  their  own  work,  in  wood  and  stone, 

For  gods  !  Yet  him  God  the  Most  High  vouchsafes         120 

To  call,  by  vision,  from  his  father's  house. 

His  kindred,   and  false  gods,   into  a  land 

Which  he  will  show  him,  &  from  him  will  raise 

A   mighty  nation,  and  upon   him  shower 

His  benediction   so,  that  in   his   seed  125 

All  nations  shall  be  bless'd  :  he  straight  obeys. 

Not  knowing  to  what  land,  yet  firm  believes. 

1  see  him,  but  thou  canst  not,  with  what  faith 

He  leaves  his  gods,  his  friends,  &  native  soil, 

Ur  of  Chaldea ;  passmg  now  the  ford  1 30 

To  Haran,  after  him  a  cumbrous  tram 
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or  herds  and  flocka,  and  numeroug  servitude ; 

Not  wandering  poor,  but  trustiDg  alt  his  wealth 

Wit))  G(id,  who  call'd  him,  in  a  land  unlinown. 

Canaan  he  now  attains ;   I  see  his  tent* 

Fitch'd  about  Sechein,and  the  oeighb'ring  plain 

Of  Moreh  ;  there,  by  promise,  he  receives 

Gill  to  his  progeny  of  all  Oiat  land. 

From  Hamalii  northward  to  the  desert  south, 

Tliinga  by  their  names  1  call,  though  yet  unnamed. 

From  Hermon  east  to  the  threat  western  sea  ; 

Mount  Hennon,  yonder  sea,  each  place  behold 

In  prospect,  as  I  point  them :  on  the  shore 

Mount  Cannel;  here  the  doublft-founied  atream, 

Jordan,  true  limit  eastward;  but  hit  sons 

Shall  dwell  to  Senir,  that  long  ridge  of  hilts. 

This  ponder ;  iJiat  all  nations  of  the  earth 

Shall  in  his  sted  be  blessed ;  by  that  seed 

Is  meant  thy  ereat  Deliverer,  who  shall  bruifte 

llie  serpent's  head  ;  whereof  to  thee  anon 

Plainlier  shall  he  reveal'd.  This  patriarch  bless'd, 

Whom  fnithlul  Abraham  due  liiue  shall  call, 

A  son,  and  of  his  8on  a  grandchild  leaves, 

Like  him  in  taith,  in  wisdom,  and  renown  : 

Tlie  grandchild,  with  twelve  sons  increased,  departs 

From  Canaan,  to  a  land  hereafter  call'd 

Egypt,  divided  by  the  river  Nile ; 

See  where  it  flows,  disgiorging  at  seven  mouths 

Into   the  sea:  to  sojourn  in  that  land 

He  comes,  invited  by  a  younger  son 

In  time  of  dearth;  a  son,  whose  worthy  deeds 

Raise  him  lo  be  the  second  in  that  realm 

Of  Pharaoh  ;  there  he  dies,  &  leaves  bis  race 

Growing  into  a  nation ;   and  now  grown 

Suspected  to  a  sequent  king,  who  seeks 

To  stop  their  overgrowth,  as  inmate  guests 

Too  numerous;  whence  of  giie«t8  he  makes  them  At-rst 

Inhospitably,  and  kills  their  iolant  males  : 

Till  by  two  brethren,  those  two  brethren  call 

Moses  and  Aiiron,  sent  from  God,  to  claim 

His  people  from  enthralment,  they  return 

With  i^lory  Sc  spoil,  back  to  their  promised  loud. 

But  £rsl    the  lawless  tyrant,  who  denies 

To  know  their  God,  or  message  to  regard. 

Must  be  coropell'd,  by  signs  &  juri^euts  dire ; 

To  blood  unshed  tlie  rivers  uiiist  be  turn'd ; 

Frogs  lice,  and  6ies.  muijt  all  bis  palace  Hll, 

With  loathed  intrusion,  and  fill  all  the  land  ; 
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His  cattle  must  of  col  and  murrain  die ; 

Botches  and  blains  must  all  his  flesh  emboss^  igo 

And  all  his  people ;  thunder  mix'd  with  hail, 

Hail  mix*d  with  fire»  mu^t  rend  the  Egyptian  sky, 

And  wheel  on  the  earth ,  devouring  where  it  rolls  ; 

What  it  devours  not,  herb,  or  fruit,  or  grain» 

A  darksome  cloud  of  locusts,  swarming  down,  135 

Must  eat,  &  on  the  ground  leave  nothing  green  : 

Darkness  must  overshadow  all  bis  bounds, 

Palpable  darkness,  and  blot  out  three  days ; 

Last,  with  one  midnight  stroke,  all  the  first  born 

Of  Egypt  must  lie  dead.  Thus,  with  ten  wounds.  190 

The  river-dragon  tamed,  at  length  submits 

To  let  his  sojourners  depart,   and  oft 

Humbles  his  stubborn  heart,  but  still,  as  ice 

More  harden 'd  after  thaw  ;  till,  in  his  rage. 

Pursuing  whom  he  late  dismissed,  the  sea  195 

Swallows  him  with  his  host ;  but  them  lets  pass» 

As  on  dry  land,  between  two  crystal  walls. 

Awed  by  the  rod  of  Moses  so  to  stand 

Divided,  till  his  rescued  gain  their  shore ; 

Such  wondrous  power  God  to  his  saint  will  lend,  200 

Though  present  in  bis  Angel ;  who  shall  go 

Before  them  in  a  cloud,  and  pillar  of  fire, 

By  day  a  cloud,  by  night  a  pillar  of  fire, 

To  guide  them  in  tneir  journey,  and  remove 

Behind  them,  while  the  obdurate  king  pursues  :  205 

All  night  he  will  pursue ;  but  his  approach 

Darkness  defends  between,  till  morning  watch  : 

Then  through  the  fiery  pillar  and  the  cloud 

God  looking  forth,  will  trouble  all  his  host, 

And  craze  deir  chariot- wheels  :  when,  by  command,        210 

Moses  once  more  his  potent  rod  extends 

Over  the  sea ;  the  sea  his  rod  obeys. 

On  their  embattled  ranks  the  wuves  return, 

And  overwhelm  their  war.    The  race  elect, 

Safe  towards  Canaan,  from  the  shore  advance,  215 

Through  the  wiU  desert ;  not  the  readiest  way, 

Lest  entering  on  the  Canaan! te  alarmed. 

War  terrify   them,  inexpert,   and  fear 

Return  them  back  to  Egypt,  choosing  rather 

Inglorious  life,  with  servitude;   for   hfe,  220 

To  noble  and  ignoble,  is  more  sweet 

Untrain'd  in  arms,  where  rashness  leads  not  on. 

This  also  shall  they  gain,  by  their  delay 

In  the  wide  wilderness  ;  there  they  shall  found 

TTieir  government,  &  their  great  senate  choose  225 
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Through  the  twelve  tribes,  to  rule  by  laws  ordain'd : 

God  from  the  mount  of  Sinai,  whose  gray  top 

Shall  tremble,  he  descending,  will  nimsdr 

In  thunder,  lightning,  &  loud  trumpets*  sound. 

Ordain  them  laws;   part  such  as  appertain  230 

To  civil  justice,   part  religious   rites 

Of  sacrifice,  informing  them,  by  types 

And  shadows,  of  that  destined  Seed  to  bruise 

The  Serpent ;  by  what  means  he  shall  achieve 

Mankind's  deliverance.     But  the  voice  of  Gk>d  235 

To  mortal  ear  is  dreadful :    they  beseech 

That  Moses  might  report  to  them  his  will, 

And  terror  cease  :  he  grants  what  they  besought, 

Instructed   that  to   God   is   no   access 

Without   mediator  ;  whose  high  office  now  240 

Moses   in   figure  bears,   to   introduce 

One  greater,  of  whose  day  he  shall  foretel. 

And  all  the  prophets,  in  their  age,  the  times 

Of  great  Messiah  shall  sing.  Thus  laws  &  rites, 

Established ;  such  delight  hath  God  in  men  245 

Obedient  to  his  will,  that  he  vouchsafes 

Among   them   to  set  up  his   tabernacle, 

The  Holy  One  with  mortal  men  to  dwell : 

By  his  prescript,  a  sanctuary  is  framed 

Of  cedar,  overlaid  with  gold;  therein  250 

An   ark,  and  in  the  ark  his  testimony. 

The  records  of  his  covenant,  over  these 

A  mercy-seat  of  gold,  between  the  wings 

Of  two  brii^ht  Cherubim ;  before  him  burn 

Seven  lamps,  as  in  a  zodiac,  representing  255 

The  heavenly  fires ;  over  the  tent  a  cloud 

Shall  rest  by  day,  a  fiery  gleam  by  night, 

Save  when  they  journey  ;  &  at  length  they  come. 

Conducted  by  his   Angel,  to  the   land 

Promised  to  Abraham  &  his  seed.  The  rest  260 

Were  long  to  tell ;  how  many  battles  fought, 

How  many  kings  destroyed,  &  kingdoms  won. 

Or  how  the  sun  shall,  in  mid  Heaven,  stand  still 

A  day  entire,  &  night's  due  course  adjourn, 

Man's  voice  commandinor,  *  Sun,  in  Gibeon  stand,  265 

And  thou  moon,  in  the  vale  of  Ajalon,' 

Till  Israel  overcome  :  so  call  the  third 

From  Abraham,  son  of  Isaac,  and  from  him 

His  whole  descent,  who  thus  shall  Canaan  win." 

Here  Adam  interposed.  "  O  sent  from  Heaven,  270 

Enlightener  of  my  darkness,  gracious  things 
Thou  hast  reveal'd  ;  those  chieflv  which  concern 
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Just  Abraham  and  his  seed  :  now  first  I  find 

Mine  eyes  true  opening,  &  my  heart  much  eased 

Erewhile  perplex'd  with  thoughts,  what  would  become      275 

Of  me  and  all  mankind :  but  no.w  I  see 

His  day,  in  whom  all  nations  shall  be  bless'd ; 

FaTour  unmerited   by  me,   who  sought 

Forbidden  knowledge,  by  forbidden  means. 

This  yet  I  apprehend  not;  why  to  those,  280 

Among  whom  God  will  deign  to  dwell  on  earth. 

So  many  and  so  various  laws  are  given; 

So  many  laws  argue  so   many  sins 

Among  uem ;  how  can  God  with  such,  reside  ?" 

To  whom  thus  Michael.  '  *  Doubt  not  but  that  sin  285 

Will  reign   among  them,  as  of  thee  begot ; 
And  therefore  was  law  given  them,  to  evince 
Their  natural  pravity,   by  stirring  up 
Sin  against  law  to  fight ;  ths^  when  they  see 
Law  can  discover .  sin,  but  not  remove,  290 

Save  by  those  shadowy   expiations  weak. 
The  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,  they  may  conclude. 
Some  blood  more  precious  must  be  paid  for  man, 
Just  for  unjust ;  that  in  such   righteousness, 
To  them  by  faith  imputed,  they  may  find  295 

Justtficatk)n  towards  (jod,   and   peace 
Of  conscience,  which  the  law  by  ceremonies 
Cannot  appease ;    nor  man   the   moral   part 
Perform,  and,  not  performing,  cannot  live. 
So  law  appears  imperfect,   and   but  given  300 

With  purpose  to  resign  them,  in  full  time. 
Up  to   a  better  covenant,   disciplined 
From  shadowy  types  to  truth,  from  fiesh  to  spirit, 
From  imposition  of  strict  laws,  to  free 
Acceptance  of  large  grace,  from  servile  fear  305 

To  mial,  works  of  law  to  works  of  faith. 
And  therefore  shall  not  Moses,  though  of  God 
Highly  beloved,  being  but   the  minister 
Of  law,   his  people   into  Canaan   lead ; 
But  Joshua,  whom  the  Gentiles   Jesus   call,  310 

His  name  and  office  bearing,  who  shall  quell 
The  adversary  serpent,  and  bring  back, 
Hiroogh  the  world's  wilderness,  long  wander'd  man, 
Safe  to  eternal  Paradise  of  rest. 

Meanwhile  they,  in  their  earthly  Canaan  placed,  315 

Long  time  shall  dwell,  and  prosper ;  but  when  sins 
National  interrupt  their  public  peace, 
Provoking  God   to    raise   them   enemies; 
From  whom  as  oh  he  saves  them,  penitent, 
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By  judges  first,  then  under  kings  :  of  whimi 
The  second,    both   for  piety    renown'J, 
And  puisBant  daedi,  a  promiie  ilnll  recnivv. 
Irrevocable,   that  his    regal    throne 
For  ever  shall  sadure ;  the  like  ^all  sing 
Al!    prophecy,   that  of  the  royal  stock 
or  David,  BO  1  name  lliis  king,  shull  Tine 
A  BOO,  the  woman's  seed  to  thee  foretolrt. 
Foretold  to  Abraham,  a»  in  whom  ihAll  tn»l 
All  nations ;  and  to  biiigs  tbivtold,  of  kings 
The  last,  for  of  his  reign  shall  be  no  end. 
But   first   a   long  sucoeission  must   ontue ; 
And  his  nest  son,  for  weahh  and  wiidom  fkimmt, 
The  clouded  ark  of  Ood,  till  then  in  tcMA 
Wandering,  shall  in  a  glorious  temple  «iishr)ne. 
Such   follow   him    aa   sbaU    be   register'd, 
Part  good,  part  bad,  of  b«d  the  longer  •oroll ; 
Whose   foul  idolatries,  and   other   faults, 
Heap'd  to  the  popular  sum,  will  bo  incense 
God,  as  to  leave  them,  and  espoec  theit  land, 
Their  city,  his  tenlple,  and  his  holy  ark. 
With  all  his  sacred  things,  a  scorn  and  prey 
To  tliiit  proud  city,  whose  high  wciIIb  thou  saw^ 
I«ft  in  confusion,  Babylon  thence  call'd. 
There,    in    captivity,   he   lets   them   dwell 
Thespaceofseventy  years;  then  brings  them  bucICi 
Remembering  mercy,  and  hia  covenant  swtwn 
To  David,  estibtisH'd  as  the  days  of  Heaveu. 
Return'd   from   Babylon,    by  leave  of  kings, 
Tlieir  lords,  whom  God  disposed,  the  house  of  God 
They    first  re-edify ;    and    for   a  white 
In    mean  estate  hve   moderate,  till,    grown 
In  wealth  and  multitude,  factious  they  pmw  : 
But  first  among  the  priests  dissention  spnngs. 
Men  who  attend  the  altar,  and  should  nost 
Endeavour  peace  :  thdr  strife  pollution  brings 
Upon  the  temple  itself;    at  last  Ihey  seise 
The  sceptre,  and  rcgMrl  not  Daiid's  sons ; 
Then   lose   it  to   a   stranger,  that  llie  true 
Anointed    king   Meniab    tnighl  be    Iwm 
Barr'd  of  hia  right :  yet  at  his  birth  a  stor, 
Unseen  before  in  Heaven,  proclaims  him  come. 
And  guides  the  eastern  ssgea,  who  enquire 
His  place,  to  ofler  incense,  myrrh,  and  gold.  i 

His  place   of  hinh  a  solemn   angel  tufts 
To  simple  shepherds,  keeping  nateh  by  night ; 
They  gladly  thither  hasle,  and,  by  b  quire 
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Of  squadroned  angels  hear  his  carol  sung, 
A  virgin  is  his  mother,  bat  his   sire 
The  power  of  the  Most  High  ;  he  shall  ascend 
The  throne  hereditary,  and  bound  his  reign  370 

With  earth's  wide  boutkds,  his  glbry  vrith  the  Heavens  " 
He  ceased,  discerning  Adam  with  such  joy 
Surcharged,  as  had,  like  grief,  been  dew'd  in  tears. 
Without  the  vent  of  words,  which  these  he  breath^ 

"O  prophet  of  glad  tidings,  finisher  375 

Of  utmost  hope !  now  clear  I  ufiderstand 
What  oft  my  steadiest  thoughts  have  search'd  hi  vain  ^ 
Why  our  great  expectation  should  be  call'd 
The  seed  of  woman :   Virgin  Mother,  hail. 
High  in  the  love  of  Heaven !  yet  fh)m  my  loins  3S0 

Thou  shalt  pfoceed,  and  from  thy  womb  the  Son 
Of  God  most  High :  so  Grod  vrhh  man  unites. 
Needs  must  the  Serpent  now  his  capital  bruise 
Expect,  with  mortal  pain  :  say,  where  and  wh^ta 
Their  fight,  what  sttoxe  shall  bruise  the  victor's  heel  V      385 

To  whom  thus  Michael.  ^*  Dream  not  of  their  fi^ht, 
Ab  of  a  duel,  or  the  local  wounds 
Of  head  or  heel :  not  therefore  joins  the  Son 
Manhood  to  Godhead,  with  more  strength  to  foil 
Thy  enemy;  nor  so  is  overcome  390 

Satan,  whose  fall  from  Heaven,  a  deadlier  bruise^ 
Disabled  not  tb  give  thee  thy  death's  wound  * 
Which  he,  who  comes  thy  Saviour,  shall  re-cure. 
Not  by  destroying  Satan,  but  his  works, 
In   thee  and   iti  thy  seed :  nor  can   tliis  be,  395 

But  by  fulfilling  that  which  thou  didst  want. 
Obedience  to  the  law  of  Grod,   imposed 
On  penalty  of  death,  and  sufiering  death, 
The  penalty  to   thy  transgression  due, 
And  due  to  theirs,  whkh  out  of  thine  will  grow  :  400 

So  only   can  high  justice  rest  appaid. 
The  law  of  God  exact  he  shall  fulfil. 
Both  by  obedience  and  by  love,  though  love 
Alone  fiilfil  the  law:    tny  punishment 
He  shall  endure,  by  coming,  in  the  fiesh,  405 

To  a  reproachfiil  lue,  and  cursed  death, 
Proclaiming  life  to  all,  who   shall  believe 
In  his  redemption,  and  that  his  obedience, 
Imputed,  becomes  theirs  by  &ith ;  his  merits 
To  save  %pn»  not  their  own ,  though  legal  works.  4 1 0 

For  thine  shall  live  hated,  be  blasphemed, 
Sea-d  on  by  force,  judged,  and  to  death  oondemti'd ; 
A  shamefiil  and  accursed,  nail'd  to  the  cross, 
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By  his  own  nation ;  slain  for  bringing  life : 
Bui   lo  the  cross   lie  nails  thy   enemies, 
The  law,  that  is  against  thee,  and  the  aini 
Of  all  mankbd,  with    him  there  crucily'd. 
Never  to  hnit  them  more,  who  rightly  trust 
Id   this   his   saUsfiiclion ;    so   he  aiea. 
But  soon  revives;  death  over  him  no  power 
Shall  long  usurp  :  ere  the  third  dawning  light 
Return,  the  stara  of  mora  shall  see  him  rise, 
Out  of  his  grave,  fresh  as  the  dawning  light ; 
The  ransom  paid,  which  man  from  deaUi  redeems, 
His  death  for  man,  as  many  as  ofier'd  life 
Neglect   not,    and    the    bene  (it   embrace 
By  faith  not  void  of  works.  This  God-Uke  act 
Annuls  thy  doom,  the  death  thou  should'st  have  tliei 
In  sin  for  ever  lost  from  life ;  this  act 
Shall  bruise  the  head  of  Satan,  crush  his  strength, 
Defeatbg  ain  and  death,  his  t*o  main  arms. 
And  fix  far  deeper  in  his  head  llieir  stings. 
Than  temporal  death  shall  bruise  the  victor's  heel, 
Oi  theirs  whom  he  redeems  ;  a  death-hlte  sleep, 
A  gentle   wafUng    to   immortal   life. 
Nor,   after  resurrection,   shall    he  stay 
Longer  on  earth  than,  certain  times,  to  appear 
To  his  disciples,   men   who    in   his   life 
Still  follow'd  him  ;  to-them  shall  leave  in  chur^ 
To  teach  all  nations,  what  of  him  they  learn'd. 
And  his  salvation  i    them  who  shall  believe 
Baptizing  in  the  profluent  stream,  tlie  sigii 
Of  washing  them  from  guilt  of  siu  to  lift 
Pure  and  in  mind  prepared,   if  so  befal, 
Por  death,  like  that  which  the  Redeemer  died 
All  nations  they  shall  leach ;  for,  from  that  d 
Not  only  to  the  sons  of  Abraham's  loins 
Salvation  shuU  be  preach 'd,  but  to  the  sons 
Of  Abraham's  faith,  where-ever  through  the  world ; 
So,  in  his  seed,  all  nations  shall  be  bless*d. 
Then  to  the  Heaven  of  Heavens  he  shall  ascend, 
With  victory,  Hiumphing  through  the  air. 
Over  his  foes  and  thine ;  there  shall  surprise 
The  Serpent,  prince  of  air,  and  drag  in  chains 
Through  all  Lis  realm,  &  there  confounded  leare : 
Tlien  enter   into  glory,   and   resume 
His  seat  at  God's  right  hand,  exalted  high. 
Above  all  names  in  Heaven ;  Si  thence  shall  come,^ 
When  this  world's  dissolution  shull  be  ripe, 
Withn'lory  &  power,  to  judge  both  quick  &  dead: 
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'o  judge  the  unfaithful  dead  ;  but  to  reward 

[is  faithful,  and  receive  them  into  bliss, 
Whether  in  Heaven  or  Earth ;  for  then  the  Earth 
Shall  all  be  Paradise,  far  happier  place 
Than  this  of  Eden,  and  far  happier  days."  465 

So  apake  the  Arch-angel  Michael ;  then  paused, 

La  at  the  world's  great  period  ;  and  our  sire, 
Replete  with  joy  and  nonder,  thus  replied. 

"  O  goodness  infinite,  goodness  immense  I 
That  m  this  goad  of  evil  shall  produce,  4?0 

And  evil  turn  to  good ;    more  wonderful 
Than  that  which,  by  creation,  first  brought  forth 
Light  out  of  darkness  !  full  of  doubt  I  stand, 
mielher  1  should  repent  me  now  of   sin. 
By  me  done  and  occasion 'd,  or  rejoice  -17(1 

Much  more,  that  much  more  good  thereof  shall  spring; 
To  God  more  glory,  more  good  will  to  men 
From  God,  and  over  wrath  grace  shall  abound. 
But  say,  if  our  Deliverer  up  to  Heaven 
Must  re-ascend,  what  will  betide  the  few,  480 

His  laitltful,  left  among  the  unfaithful  herd. 
The  enemies  of  truth  1  who  then  shall  guide 
Hjs  people,  who  defend  ?  will  they  not  deal 
Worse  with  his  followers  than  with  him  they  deaji  V 

Be  sure  they  will,"  said  the  Angel ;  "  but  from  Heiivea 
to  his  own  a  Comforter  will  send. 
The  promise  of  the  Father ;  who  shall  dwell 
His  spirit  within  them  and  the  law  of  faith, 
Worlung  through  love  upon  their  hearts  shall  hi  ite, 
To  guide  them  in  all  truth;    and  also  arm  4S0 

With  spiritual  armour,  able  to  resist 
Satan's  assaults,  and  quench  his  fiery  darts  ; 
Wiat  man  can  do  against  them,  not  a&aid. 
Though  to  the  death,  against  surh  cruelties. 
With  inward   consolations  recompensed,  4'JS 

And   ofl  supported,   so   as   shall   amaze 
Their  proudest  persecutors :   for  the  Spirit, 
Pour 'J  first  on  his  Apostles,  whom  he  sends 
To  evangelize   the  nations,   then   on   all 
Baptized,  shall  them  with  wondrous  gifla  endue,  500 

To  speak  all  tongues,  and  do  all  miracles, 
■As  did  their  Lord  before  them.     Thus  they  win 
Great  numbers  of  each  nation,  to  receive, 
Wilhjoy,  the  tidings  brought  from  Heaven:  at  length 
Their  ministry  performed,  and  race  well  run,  506 

Their  doctrine  and  their  story  written,  left, 
niejr  die  ;  but  in  their  room,  as  they  forewarn. 
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Wolves  shall  succeed  for  teachers,  gprievoas  wolves^ 

Who  all  the  sacred  mysteries  of  Heaven 

To  their  own  vile  advantages  shall  turn,  510 

Of  lucre  and  ambition ;    and  the  truth. 

With  superstitions  and  traditions  taint; 

Led  only  in  those  written  records  pure. 

Though  not  but  by  the  Spirit  understood. 

Then  shall  they  seek  to  avail  themselves  of  namet,  M5 

Places  and  titles,  and  with  these  to  join 

Secular  power ;  though  feigning  still  to  act 

By  spiritual,  to  themselves  appropriating 

The  Spirit  of  Grod,  promised  ahke,  and  given, 

To  all  believers :  and  from  that  pretence,  530 

Spiritual  laws,  by  carnal  power,  shall  force 
i  On  every  conscience ;  laws  which  none  shall  find 

Left  them  enroU'd,  or  what  the  Spirit  within 

Shall  on  the  heart  engrave.  What  will  they  then. 

But  force  the  Spirit  of  grace  itself,  and  bind  525 

His  consort  liberty  ?   what,    but    unbuild 

His  hving  temples,  built  by  faith  to  stand, 
Their  own  faith,  not  another's :  for  on  earth. 

Who  a^inst  faith  &  conscience  can  be  heard 

Infallible  ?   yet  many   will   presume  :  530 

Whence  heavy   persecution   shall  arise 
On   all,    who   in  the   worship   persevere, 
Of  spirit  &  truth ;  the  rest,  far  greater  part, 
Will  deem,  in  outward  rites  &  specious  forms, 
Religion    satisfied ;    truth  shall  retire,  5S5 

Bestuck  with  slanderous  darts,  &  works  of  faith 

Rarely  be  found.     So  shall  the  world  go  on  ;  \ 

To   good   mahgnant,   to   bad   men   benign,  \ 

Under  her  own  weight  groaning,  till  the  day 

Appear  of  respiration  to   the  just,  540  \ 

And  vengeance  to   the  wicked,  at  return 
Of  him   so   lately  promised   to   thy  aid. 
The  Woman's  Seed,  obscurely  then  fwetold. 
Now  amplier  known,  thy  Saviour  &  thy  Lord, 
Last  in  the  clouds  fi'om  Heaven  to  be  reveal'd,  645 

In   glory   of  the  Father,   to   dissolve 
Satan,  with  his  perverted  world ;  then  raise 
From  the  conflagrant  mass,  purged  and  refined, 
New  Heavens,  new  Earth,  ages  of  endless  date, 
Founded  in  righteousness,  and  peace,  and  love,  550 

To  bring  forth  fruits,  joy  and  eternal  bhss." 
He  ended  ;  and  thus  Adam  last  replied. 
"  How  soon  hath  thy  prediction.  Seer  bless'd. 
Measured  this  transient  world,  the  race  of  time, 
Till  time  stand  fix'd?    beyond  is  all  abyss,  655 


mity,  wiume  end    no   eje  can    reach, 
eatly   instructed,  I  riiall   hence  depart, 
really  in  peaae  of  thought,  &  hare  my  GS 
Of  knowletige,  what  this  vessel  can  contain ; 
Beyond  which  was  ray  ibily  to  aspiie. 
Henceforth  I  leani,  that  lo  obey  is  best. 
tAnd  love  with  fear  the  only  God,  to  walk 
'A>  in   his  presence,  ever   to   observe 
His  providence,  and  on  him  Bole  depend, 
Merciful  over  all  his  works,  with   good 
8ttlt  overcoming   evil,  and    by  small, 
^Accomplishing  great  things,  by  things  deem'd  weok, 
Bobverting  worldly  strong,  and  worldly  wise 
By  simply  meek  ;  that  suffering  for  truth's  sake 
U  fortitude,  to  highest  victory. 
And  to  the  faithful  lieath  the  gate  of  life  : 
Taught  this  by  his  exunple,  whom  I  now 
•Acknowledge   my  Hedeemer,  ever  blees'd." 
To  whom  thus  alse  the  Angd  last  replied  : 
"This  having  learn'd,  thou  hast  altain'd  the  mmi 
Of  wisdom  ;  hope  no  higher,  though  all  the  stura 
9I1OU  k^ew'it  by  name,  &  all  the  ethereal -powers, 
'All  secrets  of  the  deep,  all    nature's  works, 
Or  works  of  God  in  Heaven,  air,  earth,  or  sea, 
And  all  tlie  riches  of  this  world  enjoy'd'st, 
And   all  the   rule,    one  empire ;    only  add 
Deeds,  to  thy  knowledge  answerable,  add  faith, 
Add  virtue,  patience,  temperance,  add  love, 
By  name  to  come   call'd  charily,  the  soul 
Of  all  the  rest :  then  will  thou  not  be  loath 
To  leave  this  Paradise,    but  shalt  possess 
A  Paradise  within  tiiee,  happier  far. 
let  us  descend  now  therefore,  twin  this  top 
Of  speculation,   for  the   hour  precise 
Exacts  our  parting  hence ;  &  see,  the  guards, 
Bv  me  encamp'd  on  yonder  hill,  expect 
Their  motion,  at  whose  Iront  n  Haming  sword, 
signal  of  temove,  waves  ftercaly  round  ; 
e  may  no  bnger  slay.     Go,  waken  Eve : 
Her  also  [,  with  gentle  dreams,  have  cnlm'cf, 
Portending  good,  &  ell  her  spirits  composed 
To  meek  submission:  thou,  at  sesson  tit. 
Let  her  with  thee  partake  whnt  thou  hast  heard  ; 
Chiefly  whu'.  my  concern  bur  faith  to  knuw, 
Tlie  great  deliverance  by  her  seed  to  come, 
For  by  the  woman's  seed,  on  all  mankind ; 
That  ye  may  live,  which  will  be  many  dayi 
Both  in  one  faith  unanimous,  though  s 


27S  PAaADlHE    LOST. 

With  cause,  for  evib  pass'd,  vet  much  more  cheer'd 
With  meditation   od   the   iiappy  end." 

He  ended ;  and  they  both  descend  the  hill : 
Descended,  Adam,  to  the  bower  where  Eve 
Lay  sleeping,  ran  before  ;  but  fouDcJ  her  waked  : 
And  thus  with  words  not  sad,  she  him  received. 

"  Whence  tho«  return 'st,  &  whither  wenl'il  I  know : 
For  God   is  also  in  sleep,  and  dreams  advise. 
Which  he  hath  sent  propitions,  some  great  good 
Presaging,  since  with  sorrow  Sc  heart's  distress 
Wearied  1  fell  asleep.     But  now  lead  on. 
In    me   is   no   delay ;    with    thee  to  go. 
Is  to  stay  here  ;  without  thee,  here  to  slay, 
b  to  ^  hence  unwilling;    ihou  to  me 
Art  all  things  under  Heaven,  all  places  thou, 
Who,  for  my  wilful  crime,  art  bonbh'd  hence. 
This   further  consolation,   yet  secure, 
I  carry  hence ;  though  all  by  me  is  lost. 
Such  favour  1  unworthy,  am  vouchsafed, 
By  me,  the  promised  Seed  shaU  all  restore," 

So  spake  our  mother  Eve  ;  and  Adam  heard 
Well  pleased,  but  answer'd  not ;  for  now  too  high 
The  Arch-angel  stood  ;  and  from  the  other  hifl 
To   their    fix'd    alalion,   all    in   bright   array 
The  Cherubim  descended  ;  on  the  ground 
GUding   meteorous,   as  evening  mist. 
Risen  from  a  river,  o'er  the  marish  glides, 
And  gathers  ground  fast  at  the  labourer's  heel. 
Homeward  returning.     High  in  front  advanced, 
The  brandbh'd  sword  of  God  before  them  blazed 
Fierce,  as  a  comet ;  which  vrith  torrid  heal. 
And    vapour,  as  the  IJbyan   air   adust 
Began  to  parch  that  temperate  chme :  whereat. 
In  either  hand,  the  hastening  Angel  caught 
Our  lingering  parents,  and  to  the  eastern  gate 
Led  them  direct,  and  down  the  cliff  as  fiisl, 
To  the  subjected  plain ;  then  disappear'd. 
They,  loot^ing  back,  all  the  eastern  side  beheld 
Of  Paradise,  so  [»te   tiieir  happy   seat. 
Waved  over  by  that  flaming  brand  ;  the  gate 
With  dreadM  faces  throng'd.  and  fiery  arms  : 
Some  natural  tears  theydropp'd,  but  wiped  them  soon. 
The  world  was  all  before  them,  where  to  choose 
Their  place  of  real,  and  Providence  their  guide  : 
They,  hand  in  hand,  with  wandering  steps  &  slow. 
Through   Eden  took  their  soliUry  way. 
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PARADISE  REGAINED. 


BOOK.  I. 


THE  ARGUMENT. 


The  SabJ«ct  propoied.  Invocation  of  the  Holy  Spirit.— The  Poem 
openi  with  John  baptising  at  the  rivvr  Jordan.  Jeaoa  coming 
there  ia  baptixedj  and  is  atteited,  by  the  descent  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  by  a  voice  fkt>m  Heaven,  to  be  the  Son  of  God.  Satmn, 
who  is  present,  upon  this  Immediately  flies  up  into  the  regfMw  of 
the  air:  wliere,  summoning  his  Infernal  ConndU  he  acqaalnts 
them  with  his  apprehensions  that  Jesus  is  that  seed  of  the  Wo- 
man, destined  to  destroy  all  their  power,  and  points  oat  to  them 
the  immediate  necessity  of  bringing  the  matter  to  proof*  vid  of 
attempting,  by  snares  and  fraud,  to  counteract  and  defeat  tba  per- 
son, fh)m  whom  they  have  so  much  to  dread.  This  oiBce  he  oflien 
himself  to  undertake ;  and,  his  offer  being  accepted,  be  seta  out 
on  his  enterprise. — In  the  mean  time  God,  in  the  aaaambly  ofhflly 
Angels,  declares  that  he  has  given  up  his  Son  to  be  tmpted  by 
SataA}  but  foretels  that  the  Tempter  shall  be  completely  defeated 
by  him :  upon  which  the  Angels  sing  a  hymn  of  triumph.  Jena 
is  led  up  by  the  Spirit  Into  the  wilderness,  while  he  la  medltfttfaf 
on  the  commencement  of  his  great  olBoe  of  Saviour  of  m«*w«"«i 
Pursuing  his  meditations  he  narratea,  In  a  soliloquy,  what  dhrliw 
and  philanthropic  ImpulMS  he  had  fUt  from  his  euiy  joalh,  tad 
how  his  mother  Mary,  on  perceiving  these  dispoaltioaa  In  Vm, 
had  acquainted  him  with  the  circumstances  of  his  Urth,  and  In- 
formed him  that  he  was  no  less  a  person  than  the  Son  of  God;  to 
which  he  adds  what  his  own  inquiries  and  reflections  had  anpiriicd 
In  confirmation  of  this  great  truth,  and  particularly  dwells  on  tke 
recent  attestation  of  it  at  the  river  Jordan.  Our  Lord  passes  forty 
days,  fksting,  in  the  wilderness  j  where  the  wild  beasts  become 
mild  and  harmless  in  his  presence.  Satan  now  appears  under  the 
form  of  an  old  peasant ;  and  enters  into  discourse  with  our  Lord, 
wondering  what  could  have  brought  him  alona  into  so  dangerooa  a 
place,  and  at  the  same  time  professing  to  recognise  him  for  tha 
person  lately  acknowledged  by  John,  at  the  river  Jordan,  to  be  the 
Son  of  God.  Jesus  briefly  replies.  Satan  rejoins  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  difficulty  of  supporting  life  in  the  wilderness;  and  en- 
treats  Jesus,  if  he  l>e  really  the  Son  of  God,  to  manifest  his  divine 
power,  by  changing  some  of  the  stones  into  bread.  Jesus  reprovea 
him,  and  at  the  same  time  tells  him  that  he  knows  who  h«  la. 
Satan  instantly  avows  himself,  and  offers  an  artfbl  apology  tat 
himself  and  his  conduct.  Our  blessed  Lord  severely  reprimands 
him,  and  reftites  every  part  of  his  justification.  Satan,  with  much 
semblance  of  humility,  still  endeavours  to  justify  himself;  and, 
professing  his  admiration  of  Jesus  and  his  regard  for  virtue,  re* 
quests  to  be  permitted  at  a  future  time  to  hear  more  of  his  con- 
versation ;  but  is  answered,  that  this  must  be  as  he  shall  find  per- 
miB»lon  ftt>m  above.  Satan  then  disappears,  and  the  Book  clooaa 
with  A  Rhort  description  of  night  coming  on  in  the  desert 
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BOOK    I. 

I,  WHO  erewhile  tbe  happy  garden  sung. 
By  one  man's  disobedience  lost,  now  sing 
Recover'd  Paradise   to   aU  mankind. 
By  one  man's  firm  obedience,  fully  tried 
Through  all  temptation,  &  the  Tempter  foil'd,  5 

In  all  his  wiles  defeated,  and  repulsed. 
And  Eden  raised  in  the  waste  wilderness. 

Thou  Spirit,  who  ledst  this  glorious  Eremite 
Into  the  desert,  his  victorious  field, 
Against  the  spiritual  foe,  &  brougbt'st  him  thence,  1 0 

By  proof  the  undoubted  Son  of  God,  inspire. 
As  thou  art  wont,  my  prompted  spng,  else  mute ; 
And  bear  thro'  highth  or  depth  of  nature's  bounds, 
With  prosperous  wing  full  summ'd,  to  tell  of  deeds 
Above  heroic,  though   in  secret  done,  1$ 

And  unrecorded  left  through  many  an  age ; 
Worthy  to  have  not  remained  so  long  unsung. 
Now  had  the  great  Proclaimer,  with  a  voice 
More  awful  than  the  sound  of  trumpet,  cried 
Repentance,  &  Heaven's  kingdom  nigh  at  hand  *20 

To  all  baptized.  To  his  great  baptism  flock'd, 
With  awe,  the  r^ions  round ;  &  with  them  came, 
From  Nazareth,  the  son  of  Joseph  deem'd. 
To  the  flood  Jordan,  came  as  then  obscure, 
Unnuu'k'd,  unknown  ;  but  him  the  Baptist  soon  ^^ 

Descried,  divinely  wam'd,  and  witness  bore 
As  to  his  worthier,  and  would  have  resign 'd 
To  him  his  heavenly  office ;  nor  was  long 
His  witness  unconfirm'd  :  on  him  baptized 
Heaven  open'd,  and,  in  likeness  of  a  dove^  ^^ 

The  Spirit  descended ;  while  the  Father's  voice. 
From  Heaven  pronounced  him  his  beloved  Son. 
That  heard  the  adversary,  who  roving  still 
About  <he  world,,  at  that  assembly  famed 
Would  not  be  last ;  and  with  the  voice  divine  ^^ 

Nigh  thunder-struck,  the  exalted  man,  to  whom 
Sach  high  attest  was  given,  a  while  survey'd 
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With  wonder ;  then,  with  envy  fraught  &  rage,'  "  ' 
Flies  to  hie  place,  nor  rests,   but  b  mid  air 
To   counsel  summons  all  his  mighty  peers, 
Within  thick  clouds  and  dark  tenlbid  iDvolved, 
A   giloomy   consistory ;  and  tlieni   amidst. 
With  looks  agliast  &  ^,  he  thus  beipake. 

"  O  ancient  powers  of  air  &  this  wide  world 
(For  much  more  ^^■iIlingly  I   mention  air, 
This  our  old  conquest,  than  remember  Hell, 
Our  hated  habitation;)!    well  ye  know 
How  many  ages,  as  the  years  o<'  men. 
This  universe  we  have  posMss'd,  and  ruled. 
In  manner  at  our  will,  the  eS'airs  ol'  earth, 
Since   Adam    and   his   &cile   consort  Eve 
Lost  Paradise,  deceived  by  me ;  thoueh  since 
With  dread  attending,  when  thot  fatal  wound 
Shall    be   inflicted,    by   the  seed   of  Eve 
Upon  my  head.     Long  the  decrees  of  Heaven 
Delay;  for  longest  lime  to  Him  is  short; 
And  now,  too  soon  for  us,  the  circling  hours 
This  dreaded  time  have  compass'd,  wherein  we 
Must  bide  the  stroke  of  that  long-threaten'd  wound 
At  least  if  so  wc  can,  and  by  the  head 
Broken,  be  not  intended  all  our  power 
To  be  infringed,  our  freedom,  and  our  being, 
In  tliis  fair  empire  won  of  earth  and  air ; 
For  this  ill  news  I  bring,  the  Woman's  Seed, 
Destined  to  this,  is  late  of  woman  born  : 
His  birth  to  our  just  fear  gave  no  small  cause ; 
But  his  growth  nOw  to  youth's  full  flower,  displaying 
All  virtue,  grace,  and  wisdom,  to   achieve 
Things  highest,  greatest,  multiplies  my  fear. 
Before  him  a  great  prophet,  to  proclaim 
His  coming,   is  Sent  harbinger,   who   all 
Invites,   and   in   the   consecrated   stream 
Pretends   to  wash   off  sin,  and  fit  them,  so 
Purified,   to  receive   him   pure,   or  rather. 
To  do  him  honour  as  their  king ;  all  come. 
And  he  himself  among  them  was  baptized ; 
Not  thence  to  be  .more  pure,  but  to  receive 
The  testimony  of  Heaven,  that  who  he  is 
Thenceforth  the  nations  may  not  doubt.  I  saw 
The  prophet  do  him  reverence  ;  on  him  rising 
Out  of  the  water.  Heaven,  above  the  clowda, 
Unlbid  her  crystal  doors,  thence,  on  his  head 
A  perfect  dove  descend,  whate'ec  it  meant ; 
And  out  of  Heaven  the  sovereign  %oice  I  heard. 
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'  'This  is  i»y  Son  beloved,  in  bim  am  pleased.' 
mother  then   ia    mortal)  but    his   Sirr 
He  who  obtainB  the  monarchy  of  Heaven  ; 
And  what  will  he  not  ilo  lo  advance  his  Son? 
His  first-begot  we  Jmow,  and  sore  have  felt, 
When  bis  fierce  thunder  drove  us  lo  the  deep; 
VVlio  this  is  we  must  Icam,  for  man  he  seems 
la  all  his  lineaments;  though  in  hia  face 
The  glimpses  of  hia  Father's  glory  shiue. 
Ye  see  our  danger,  on  the  utmost  edge 
Of  hnmrd,  which  admits  no  long  dehnte. 
But  must  with  something  sudden  be  opposed  : 
Not  force,  but  well-coucb'd  fraud,  well  woven  sna 
Ere  in  the  head  of  oations  he  appear. 
Their  king,  their  leader,  and  supreme  on  enrtli. 
I,   when    no  other   durst,    sole   imdertook 
The  dismal  expedition,   to   find  out 
And  ruin  Adam,  and  the  exjjloit  perform 'd 
Successfully:   a  calmer  voyage    now 
Will  wafi  me ;  &  the  way,  found  prosperous  once. 
Induces   best   to   hopu   of  like   success." 

He  ended  ;  and  his  wo  ds  impression  left 
Of  much  amazement  to  thJ  infernal  crew. 
Distracted  and  surprised  with  deep  dismay. 
At  these  sad  tiditigs  ;  but  no  time  was  ihen 
For  long  indulgence  to  theii  fears  or  grief: 
Unanimous,   they  all   commit  the   cure 
And   management   of  this   a.ain   enterprise 
To  him,  their  great  dictator,  whose  attempt. 
At  first,  against  mankind  so  well  had  thrived. 
In  Adam's  overthrow ;  and  led  their  march 
From  Hell's  deep-vaulted  den,  to  dwell  in  light, 
Begeots,  and  potentates,  and  kind's,  yen  gods, 
Of  many  a  pleasant  realm,  and  pn  vincc  wide. 
So  to    the   coast    of  Jordan   he   directs 
!  easy  steps,  girded  with  snaky  wiles, 
Where  be  might  likeliest  tind  this  new  declnr'd. 
This   man    of  men,   atteated  Son  of  God, 
Temptation   and   oil    guile   on   him    to  try; 
So  to  subvert  whom    he   suspected    raiseil 
To  end  his  reign  on  earth,  so  long  enjoy 'dj 
But,   contrary,    unweeting    he  fulfill'd 
The  purposed  counsel,  pre-ordaia'd  and  fix'd 
Of  the  Most  High,  who  in  full  frequence  bright 
Of  angels,  thus  to  Gabriel  smiling  spake. 

*'  Gahriel,  thin  day  by  proof  thou  shall  behold, 
Tbou.    aad   all  angels  conversant  on  earth 
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With  mnn  or  nun's  affaire.  Uow  I   I)«giii 

^H 

To  verify  that  39l«mn  ni«s»n^e,  laxe 

^H 

On  which   I  sem  ibce,  to  (he  Virgin  pure 

la  Galilee,  thnl  she  should  bear  a  son. 

185 

^H 

Grent  in  renown,  luJ  calld  Ihe  son  of  Gud  ; 

^^^ 

'I'Hen  told'st  b«r,  doubting,  haw  thcM  Uiings  co 

W  !>■■. 

To  her  a  virgin ;  that  on  her  should  gome 

^m 

The  Holy  Ghoet,  and  tlie  power  of  the  HightBl 

O'erahttdow  her  :  this  Man,  born  &  now  ujigrown 

1(0 

^1 

To  show  him  worthy  uf  hia  birth  divine. 

^H 

And  b'gh  prediction,  henceforth  1  eipose 

^H 

Tq  Satan  :    let  him  tempt,  und  now  essay 

His  utmost  subtlety,  because  he  boasts 

^1 

And  vaunts  of  his  great  cunniue;.  (o  the  throug 

US 

Of  his  apostacy :   he  miglit  have  karnd 

^B 

I/ess  orerweenin^,  skDce  he  foird  in  Job, 

Whose  constant  perseverance  overcaiae 

^H 

Wh.it'er  his  cruel  malice  could  invent. 

^H 

He  now  shall  know  I  can  produce  s  man. 

1*0 

^H 

Of  female  seed,  far  abler  lo  resist 

All  his  solicitations,  and  at  teugtb 

^B 

All  his  viist  force,  and  drive  him  back  to  Hell ; 

^B 

Winning  by  conquest,  what  the  first  man  loM. 

^H 

By  fallacy  surprised.     But  6r8t  I  mum 

lis 

^H 

To  exercise  hint  in  the  wilderness  ; 

There,  he  shall  first  lay  down  the  rudiments 

^H 

Of  bis  grent  wnrlnre,  ere  1  send  him  forth 

H 

To  conquer  Siu  &  Denlh,  the  two  grand  fiwg. 

By  humiliation  tind  strong  sgffemntf ; 

mo 

^B 

His  weakness  shall  o'ercoaie  Satanic  slrangtk. 

^1 

And  all  the  world,  and  mass  of  siofnl  flesh  ) 

^1 

Thot  all  the  aogeU  ni>d  eihereal  powers. 

^1 

They  now.  and  men  lierenfter,  may  discern 

'*  ^ 

^H 

'j^^M 

To  earn  salvation  for  the  sons  of  men." 

^P 

Ho  spake  the  eternal  Father  i  &  all  Heaven 

;^(i^H 

H^ 

Admiring  stood  a  space  {   then  into  hymn* 

n 

Circling  the  throtw,  Si  aingiug,  while  ihif  baud 

Sung  with  the  voiee,  osd  thin  the  Hrgun)eQt, 

, 

•'  Victory  and  triumph  (o  the  Son  of  God ! 

ft 

Now  entering  bis  great  duel ;  not  of  amifc 

■ 

l» 

■ 

The  Father  knows  the  Sun  )   thurefon  aecura 

■ 

Ventures  his  filial  virtue,  though  untried. 

1 

Against  whai'er  may  tempt,  whal'«r  Boduee, 

^ 

^^^^^^^^^^ 

^B 
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Allure,   or  terrify,  or   andennine. 

Be  frustrate  all  ye  stratagems  of  Hell,  180 

And  devilish  machinations,  come  to  nought  i'* 

So  tbey  in  Heaven  their  odes  &  vigils  tuned. 
Meanwhile  the  Son  of  God,  who  yet  some  days 
Lodged  in  Bethabara,  where  John  baptized. 
Musing,  and  much  revolving  in  his  breast,  1 85 

How  best  the  mighty  work  he  might  begin 
Of  Saviour  to  mankind,  and  which  way  first 
Publish   his  Godlike  office,   now   mature. 
One  day  forth  walk*d  alone,  the  Spirit  leading. 
And  his  deep  thoughts,  the  better  to  converse  190 

With  solitude,  till  far  from  track  of  men. 
Thought  following  thought,  &  step  by  step  led  on. 
He  enterd  now  the  bordermg  desert  wild. 
And,  with  dark  shades  &  rocks  environ'd  round. 
His   holy  meditations   thus  pursued.  195 

''  O  what  a  multitude  of  thoughts  at  once 
Awaken'd  in  me  swarm,  while  I  consiiicr 
What  from  within  I  feel  myself,  and  hear 
What  from  without  comes  often  to  my  ears, 
III  sorting,  with  my  present  state  compared  I  iOO 

When  I  was  yet  a  child,  no  childish  play 
To  me  was  pleasing ;  all  my  mind  was  set 
Serious  to  learn  and  know,  and  thence  to  do. 
What  might  be  public  good ;  myself  I  thought 
Born  to  that  end,  bom  to  promote  all  truth,  205 

All  righteous  things ;  therefore,  above  my  years. 
The  law  of  God  I  read,  and  found  it  sweet. 
Made  it  my  whole  delight,  and  in  it  grew 
To  such  perfection  that,  ere  yet  my  age 
Had  measured  twice  six  years,  at  our  great  feast,  910 

I  went  into  the  temple,  there  to  hear 
The  teachers  of  our  law,  &  to  propose 
What  might  improve  my  knowledge,  or  their  own|> 
And  was  admired  by  all  \  yet  this  not  all 
To  which  my  spirit  aspired  \  victorious  deeds  915 

Flamed  in  my  heart,  heroic  acts,  one  while 
To  rescue   Israel  from  the  Roman  yoke. 
Then  to  subdue  and  quell,  o*er  all  the  earth. 
Brute  violence,  and  proud  tyrannic  power. 
Till  truth  were  freed,  and  equity  restored  t  220 

Yet  held  it  more  humane,  more  heavenly,  first 
Dy  winning  words  to  conquer  willing  hearts, 
And  make  persuasion  do  the  work  of  fear , 
At  least  to  try,  and  teach  the  erring  soul. 
Not  wifuUy  misdoing,  but  unaware  995 


I 


i 
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Misled :  ihe  Btubbom  oaly  lo  subdue. 
These  growing  ihoughti  my  mother  »oon  perceivin 
By  words  at  times  cast  forth,  inly  rejoiced. 
And  said  to  me  apart, '  High  are  thy  thoughts, 

0  Son  ;  but  nouiisli  them,  hdcI  let  ihem  aotir 
To  what  hiiihlh  sacred  virtue  and  inie  wortli 
Can  raise  them,  though  above  example  higii ; 
By  matchless  deeds  express  thy  matcliless  Sire. 
For  know,  thou  art  no  son  of  mortal  man ; 
Though  "men  esteem  thee  low  of  parentage. 
Thy  fatlier  is  tlie  Eternal  King,  who  rules 
All  Heaven  &  Earth,  angels  and  sons  of  mea : 
A  messenger  fioni  God  foretold  thy  birth 
Conceived  in  me  a  virgin  ;  he  foretold 

Thou  shouldst  be  great,  and  sit  on  David's  tiir 
And  of  thy  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end. 
At  thy  nativity    a   glorious  quire 
Of  angels,  in  the  Gelds  of  Bethlehem,  sung 
To  shepherds  watching  at  their  folds  by  night 
And  told  ihem,  the  Messiah  now  was  born. 
Where  they  might  see  him ;  &  to  thee  they  came, 
Directed  to  the  manger  where  tliou  laiJst, 
For  in    the   inn    was   Jetl   no   better   TDOm : 
A  star,  not  seen  before,  in  Heaven  appearing, 
Guided  the  wise  men  thitlier  from  the  east, 
To  honour  thee  with  incense,  myrrh,  and  gold ; 
Bywhoaebrighl  course  led  on,  they  found  the  place  ; 
Affirming  it  thy  star,  new  graven  in  Heaven, 
By  which  they  knew  the  king  of  Israel  bom. 
Just  Simeon,  and  prophetic  Anna,  wam'd 
By  vision,  found  thee  in  tlie  temple,  and  spake 
Before   the   altar  and  the  vested   priest. 
Like  things  of  thee,  to  all  that  present  stood.' 
This  having  heard,  straight  I  again  revolver! 
The  law  and  prophets,  searching  what  was  wni 
Concerning    the   Messiah,    to  our  scribes 
Known  partly,  &  soon  found  of  whom  they  sua.ke 

1  am  :  this  chiefly,  that  my  way  must  lie 
Through  many  a  hard  essay,  even  to  the  death. 
Ere  I  'he  promised  kingdom  can  attain. 
Or  work  redemption  for  mankind,  whose  sins. 
Full  weight,  must  be  transferred  upon  my  head. 
Vet,  neither   thus  dishearten'd  nor  dismay'd 

x'd   I   waited:    when   behold 


The  Bs 

Not  kn< 


ptist.  I 
'  by  sight. 


whose  birth  I  oft  had  heard, 
!,  who  was  to  come 


Before   Messinh,   and    his  way   prepare. 
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s   all  others,   to  his   baptism  came, 
Which  I  believed  was  from  above  ;    but  he 
Straight  knew  me,  Se  with  louUest  voice  proclaim'd 
Me  him,  for  it  was  shewn  him  so  fifom  Heaven, 
Me  him,  whose  harbinger  he  was ;  and  first 
, Refused   on    me   his  bH|)tism   to   confer, 
much  his  greater,  and  vioi  hardly  won  : 
,  as   I    rose  out  of  the   laving  stream. 
Heaven  open'd  her  eternal  doors,  from  whence 
The  Spirit  descended  on  me  hke  a  dove ; 
'Aud  last,  the  sum  of  all,  my  Father's  voice, 
Audibly  heard  from  Heaven,  pronounc'd  me  hii. 
Me  his   beloved  Son,    in   whom   alone 
He  was  well  pleased ;  by  which  1  knew  the  time 
Viyw  full,  that  I  no  more  should  live  obscure, 
But   openly    begin,   as    best  becomes 
The  authority  which  1  derived  from  Heaven. 
And  now,  by  some  strong  motion,  I  am  ted 
Into   this   wilderness,  to   what   intent 
f  tewn  not  yet ;  perhaps  I  need  not  know ; 
For  what  concerns  my  knowledge  God  reveals." 
So  spake  our  Morning-star,  then  in  his  rise ; 
And   looking   round,  on   every    side,    beheld 
A  pathless  desert,  dusk  with  horrid  shades  ; 
'^e  way  lie  came  not  having  mark'd,  return 
Was  difficult,  by   human   steps    untrod; 
And  he  still  on  was  led,  but  with  such  thoughts 
Accompanied,  of  things   past   and  to  come, 
Lodged  in  his  breast,  as  well  might  recommend 
Such   sohtude,   before  choicest   society. 
Toll  forty  days  he   pass'd,  whether  on    hiil 
Sometimes,  anon  on  shady  vale,  each  night 
Under  the   covert   uf  some   ancient  oak, 
Or  cedar,   to  defend   him   from   the  dew. 
Or  barbour'd  in  one   cuve,  is  not  reveal'd ; 
Nor  tasted   human    food,    nor  hunger   felt, 
Till  those  days  ended,  hungered  then  at  last. 
Among  wild  beasts:  ihey  at  his  sight  grew  mild. 
Nor  sleeping,  him,  nor  waking,  harm 'd;  his  walk 
The  fiery  serpent  fled,  and    noxious  worm; 
TTie  lion    and    fierce   tiger  glared    aloof. 
But  now  an   aged   man,   in   rural   weeds, 
Following,  as  teem'd,  the  quest  of  some  stray  ewe 
Or  wither'd  sticks  to  gather,  which  miglit  serve 
flgamst  a  winter's  day,  when  winds  blow  keen 
To  warm  him,  wet  return 'd  from  field  at  eve. 
He  saw  approach ;  who  first  with  curious  eye 
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Perused  him,  thenwiib  words  thas  utter'd  apdie.         330 

"  Sir,  what  ill  chuDce  hath  bron^l  lJi«  to  tbb  place. 
So  far  from  path  or  road  of  men,  who  posa 
In  troop  or  earsvaa }  for  single,   none 
Durst  ever,  who  return'd,  and  dropp'd  nut  bem 
His  carcass,  pioed  with  hunger  &wii>]  drought.  93ft 

I  ask  the  rather,  and  the  more  admire. 
For  that  to  me  thou  seem'st  the  man.  whom  late 
Our  new  baptizing  prophet  at  the  ford 
Of  Jordan,  honour 'd  so,  and  cail'dtbec  Sun 
Of  God  :  I  saw  and  heard.  For  wc  sonietiiues,  330 

Who  dwell  this  wild,  coni^train'd  by  want,  coincfitrtii 
To  town  or  village  nigh,  nigheat  is  far. 
Where  aught  we  hear,  and  curious  are  to  hettr 
What  happens  new  i  fame  also  finds  ua  out."  ' 

To  whom  the  Son  of  €ed.  "  Who  brought  mc  hither       3ffi' 
Will  bring  me  hence  ;  no  other  guide  I  »eek." 

"  By  miracle  he  may,"  replied  the  Bnaiii ; 
"  Wiiat  other   way   1  see   not  j    for  we    here 
Live  on  tough  roots  and  stubii,  tu  thirgt  inured 
More  than  the  camel,  and  to  drink  go  t'ur,  340 

Men  to  much  misery  and  hanUhip  horn ; 
But,  if  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  couimund 
That  out  of  these  hard  stones  be  matle  thee  hreud.  I 

So  shalt  thou  save  thyself,  and   us  rclievt* 
With  food,  whereof  we  wretched  seldom  taste,"  34$' 

He  ended;  and  (be  Son  of  God  re^ilii'd.  '' 

"  Tbink'st  thou  suchforce  in  bread  >  Is  it  ntit  written. 
For  I  discern  thee  other  than  thou  teem'^t, 
Man  lives  nut  by  bread  only,  but  eitch  nord  >  /' 

Proceeding  horn  the  mouth  of  tiod,  who  &d  ■ZSfi' 

Our  fathers  here  with  manna?  in  the  mount 
Mosea  was  forty  days,  nor  eat  nor  drank.)  '■'■  •' 

And  forty  days  £]ijah,  without  food,  '  ' 

Wander'd  this  barren  waste  ;  the  same  I  now  :  '  '  ' 

Why  dost  thou  then  suggest  to  me  distrust,  SAB- 

Knowing  who  1  am,  as  1  know  who  ihou  art?*' 

Whom  thus  answer'd  the  Arch-tiend,  now  undugniM^' ' 
■•  'Tis  true  I  am  that  spirit  unfortunate,  '■ 

Who  leagued  ™ith  millions  more  in  rash  revolt,  ' 

Kept  not  my  bappy  stiition,  but  was  driven.  -    3U 

With  tbem,  from  bliss  to  the  bottomless  deep ; 
Vet  to  that  hideous  place  not  so  confined 
Ry  rigour  unconniving,  but  that  oft. 
Leaving  my  dolorous  prison,  I  enjoy  ' 

Large  liberty  to  round  this  globe  of  earth,  S$S' 

Or  range  in  the  air )  nor  from  tbe  Heaven  uf  Heavcat  ~j  "  -' ' 


w 


i  he  excluded  ray  resort  aonietiiue*. 
|ne  Kinoiig  the  aons  of  God,  when  be 
I  up  into  laj  hands  Uzzeaa  Job,' 
rove  him,  and  illiulrate  \m  high  worth  ; 
when  to  all  his  aogeb  be  proposed 
Iraw  the  proaH  Icing  Aliab  into  fraitd, 

I  he  might  fall  in  Kuiiioth,  tbey  demurring, 
idertook  thnt  olBce,  and  Uie  tongues 

II  bis  flattering  prophets  glibb'd  with  liea, 
lis  deatruclion,  as  1  hod  in  charge ; 
tvhal  he  bids  1  do:  though  I  have  lost 

b  lustre  of  my  native   brightness,  lost 
!>e  beloved  of  God,  I  have   not  loM 
ive  ;  at  least  conlemplate  and  admire 
It  1    see  excellent  >a  good,  or  fair, 
irtiiouB ;  I  should  so  have  lost  all  seoBe. 
it  can  be  then  less  in  me  tliao  desire 
te  thee,  &  approach  thee,  whom  I  knmv 
lUred  the  Son   of  God,  to  hear  att«nt 
_uriidom,  &  behold  thy  Godlike  deeds! 

generally  think  me  much  a  foe 
\\\  mankind:  wliy  should  I^  they  to  me 
Br  did  wrong  or  violence )   by  tbem 
Bt  not  wbat  I  lost ;   rather,  by  tbem 
in'd  what  1  have  gain'd,  Kt  with  them  dwell 
nrtner  in  these  region;  of  the  world, 
Dt  disposer  {  lend   then,  oft  my   aid, 
luy  advice,  by  presages  and  signs, 

answerS)  oracles,  portents,  and  dreams, 
ireby  they  may  direct  their  future  life. 
f,  they  any,  excites  me,  thus  t<>  gain 
ipanions  of  my  misery  and  woe, 
Irst  it  mny  bei   but  lung  since  with  woe 
rer  acquainted,  now    1  feel,  by   pmef, 

I  fellowship  in  piiin   divides  not  smart, 
lightens  aught  ench  mnn's  peculiar  load. 

II  ciinacilaliun  then,  were  man  adjoin'd  : 

i.  wounds  me  mosi,  wbat  con  it  less  ■  that  man, 
,  fallen  shall  be  restored,  I  never  more." 
)  whom  our  Saviour  sternly  thus  replied, 
uervedly  thou  grievest,  composed  of  lies 
n  the  beginning,  and  in  lies  wilt  end; 
t  boast'st  release  from  Hel1,&l«ave  to  come 
the  Heaven  of  Heavens .-  thou  comcst  indeed 
I  poor  miserable  captive  thrall 
ics  to  the  place,  where  he  before  bad  sat, 
i  ibe  prime  in  spleudoor ;  now  deposed. 


^^^^^^^v 

1 
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Ejected,  emptied,  gazed,  unpitied,  shuno'd. 

1 

A   spectacle    of  ruin,   or  of  scorn, 

416              1 

To  ull  the  host  of  Htaven  :  the  happy  |)liw;c 

Imparls    to   thee   no  happiness,  no  joy 

fl 

Rather  intlauios  thy  torment,  representing 

Lost  bliss,  to  thee  no  more  conimunicabte ; 

So  never  more  in  Hell  than  when  in  Heaven. 

430  ^^M 

But  thou  art  serviceKble  to  Heaven's  king. 

Wilt  thou  iinpate  to  obedience  what  ihy  fear 

'•^^^1 

Extorts,   or   pleasure    to   du   ill   excites! 

>t^^H 

What,  but  thy  malice,  moved  thee  to  miaiieem 

Of  righteous  Job,  then  cruelly  to  afflict  him 

4tf^^^^| 

With  bU  inflictions  f  but  his  patience  won. 

■(^^^^l 

The   other  service    was  thy  chosen   lash. 

.  j^^^^H 

To    be  a  liar   in  four  hundred    mouths  ; 

For  lying  ia  thy  sustenance,   thy  food. 

ir^^M 

Yet  thou  pretend'sl  to  truth ;  all  oruelcs 

By  thee  are  given,  &  what  confess'd  more  true 

-f^^^^l 

Among  the  nations  f  that  hath  been  thy  crufi. 

^^^^ 

By  mixing  somewhat  true,  to  vent  more  lies. 

But  what  have  been  Ihy  answers  >  what  but  dark. 

1 

Ambiguous,  and  with  double  sense  deluding, 

*35    ^^J 

Which  they  who  ask'd  have  seldom  understood  ; 

And  not  well  understooil,  as  good  not  known. 

t^^^^l 

Who   eter   by    consulting   at  thy  shrine 

^a^^^H 

Retum'd  the  wiser,  or  the  more  inalrucl. 

To    By  or   follow  what  coneern'd  him  most. 

'MQ^^^^I 

And   run    not   sooner  to   his  falal  snare ! 

^^^^^^1 

For  God  hath  justly  given  the  nations  up 

A'^^^H 

To  thy  delusions  ;  justly,  since  they  fell 

Idolatrous  :    but,   when   his   purpose    is 

Among  them  to  dechire  his  Providence 

■*-15                1 

To  thee  not  known,  whence  haat  ihou  then  thy  truth 

^^J 

In  every  province,  who,  themselves  disdaining 

,  ^^^^^ 

43^  ^H 

To  thy  adorers  1    Thou,   with  trembling  fear. 

ij^H 

Or,   like   a   fawning   pamaite,  obey'st  i 

Then  to  thyself  aacrib'si  the  truth  foretold. 

But  this  thy  glory  shall  be  soon  retrench 'd  ; 

^^^H 

No  more  shall  thou  by  oracling  abuse 

The  Gentiles  j  henceforth  oracles  are  ceas'd. 

V 

And  thou  no  more  with  pomp  and  eacriticc 

1 

Shalt  be  inquir'd  at  Detphos,  or  elsewhere  ; 

At  least  in  vain,  for  they  shall  6nd  thee  mule. 

1 

God  hath   now  sent  his  living  oracle 

4tiO              I 

^fc^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^J 
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Into  the  world  to  teach  his  final  will« 
And  send*  his  Spirit  of  truth  henceforth  to  dwell 
In   pious  hearts,  an  inward   oracle 
To  all  truth  requisite  for  men  to  know." 

So  spake  our  Saviour ;  but  the  subtle  Fiend, 
Though  inly  stung  with  anger  and  disdain, 
Oiisembledy  &  this  anwer  smooth  retum'd. 
**  Sharply  diou  hast  insisted  on  rebuke, 
And  ui^d  me  hard  with  doings,  which  not  will 
But  misery  hath  wrested  from  me.    Where 
Easily  canst  thou  find  one  miserable,* 
And  not  enforc'd  ofttimes  to  part  from  truth, 
If  it  may  stand  him  more  in  stead   to  lie. 
Say  and   unsay,  feign,  flatter,  or  abjure? 
But  thou  art  plac*d  above  me,  thou  art  Lord ; 
From  thee  I  can,  and  must  submiss,  endure 
Cteck  or  reproof,  and  glad  to  'scape  so  quit. 
Hard  are  the  ways  of  truth,  &  rough  to  walk. 
Smooth  on  the  tongue  discours'd,  pleasing  to  Uie  ear. 
And  tunable  as  sylvan  pipe  or  song ; 
What  wonder  then  if  I  delight  to  hear 
H(^  dictates  from  thy  mouth  ?  Most  men  admire 
Virtue,  who  follow  not  her  lore :  permit  me 
To  hear  thee  when  I  come,  (since  no  man  comes,) 
And  talk  at  least,  though  I  despair  to  attain. 
Thy  Father,  who  is  holy,  wise,  and  pure, 
Sofiers  the  h3rpocrite  or  atheous  priest 
To  tread  his  sacred  courts,  and  minister 
About  his  altar,   handling  holy  things. 
Praying  or  vowing ;  and  vouchsafed  his  voice 
To   Bsuaam  reprobate,  a  prophet  yet 
Inspir'd :  disdam  not  such  access  to  me." 

To  whom  our  Saviour,  with  unalter'd  brow. 
**  Thy  coming  hither,  though  I  know  thy  scope, 
I  bid  not,  or  forbid ;   do  as  thou  find'st 
Permission  firom  above  ;  thou  canst  not  more." 

He  added  not;   and   Satan,  bowing  low 
His  gray  dissimulation,   disappear*d 
Into  thin  air  diffused :   for  now  began 
Nght  with  her  suEen  wings  to  double-shade 
The  desert;  fowls  in  their  clay  nests  werecouch'd; 
And  now  wild  beasts  came  forth  the  woods  to  roam. 
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PARADISE  REGAINED. 


BOOK   II. 


THE   ARGUMENT. 


The  DisdpUf  of  Jesus,  noeasy  at  his  long  absence,  reason  amoogst 
themselves  conoeraing  it.  Mary  also  gives  Tent  to  her  mat«mal 
anxiety :  in  the  expression  of  which  she  recapitulates  many  cir- 
cumstances respecting  the  birth  and  early  life  of  her  Son. — Sataa 
again  meets  his  Infernal  CoundU  reports  the  bad  success  of  his 
first  temptation  of  our  Blessed  Lord,  and  calls  upon  them  for  oooii- 
sel  and  assistance.  Belial  proposes  the  tempting  of  Jesus  with 
women.  Satan  rebukes  him  for  his  dissoluteness,  charging  on  him 
all  the  profligacy  of  that  kind  ascribed  by  the  ooets  to  the  HcAthea 
Gods,  and  rejects  his  proposal  as  in  no  respect  likely  to  succeed. 
Satan  then  suggests  other  modes  of  temptation,  particularly  pr»> 
posing  to  avail  himself  of  the  circumstance  of  our  Lord*s  hungeilog ; 
and,  taking  a  band  of  chosen  Spirits  with  him,  returns  to  resume 
his  enterprise. — Jesus  hungers  In  the  desert. — Night  comes  on;  the 
manner  in  which  our  Saviour  passes  the  night  is  described. — Morn- 
ing advances.— Satan  again  appears  to  Jesus,  and,  after  expressing 
wonder  that  he  should  be  so  entirely  neglected  in  the  wilderness, 
where  others  had  been  miraculously  fed,  tempts  him  with  a  sump- 
tuous  banquet  of  the  most  luxurious  kind.  This  he  r^ects,  and 
the  banquet  vanishes. — Satan,  finding  our  Lord  not  to  l>e  aaaailed 
on  the  ground  of  appetite,  tempts  him  by  offering  him  riches,  as 
the  means  of  acquiring  power  :  this  Jesus  also  rejects,  producing 
many  instances  of  great  actions  performed  by  persons  under  vir- 
tuous  poverty,  and  specifying  the  danger  of  riches,  and  the  cares 
and  pains  inseparable  from  T,ower  and  greatness. 
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BOOK  11. 


\j.£Air  while  the  new-baptiz*d,  who  yet  remain*cl 
At  Jordan  with  the  Baptist,  and  had  seen 
Him  whom  they  heard  so  late  expressly  call*d 
Jesus   Messiah,   Son   of  God   declared, 
And  on  that  high   authority   had   believ'd. 
And  with  him  talk'd  .  &  with  him  lodg'd ;  I  mean 
Andrew  and   Simon,  famous  after  known, 
With  others  though  in  Holy  Writ  not  nam'd ; 
Now  missing  him,  their  joy  so  lately  found, 
(So  lately  found,   and   so   abruptly   gone), 
Began  to  doubt,  and  doubted  many  days, 
Andy  as  the  days  increased,  increased  their  doubt. 
Sometimes  they  thought  he  might  be  only  shown. 
And  for  a  time  caught  up  to  Grod,  as  once 
Moses  was  in  the  mount  and  missing  long; 
And  the  great  Thisbite,  who  on  fiery  wheels 
Rode  up  to  Heaven,  yet  once  again  to  come ; 
Therefore,  as  those  young  prophets  then  with  care 
Sought  lost  Elijah,   so   m   each   place  these 
Nigh   to   Bethabara,  in   Jericho 
The  city  of  palms,  ^non,  and   Salem   old 
Macheerus,   and  each   town   or  city  wall'd 
On  this  side  the   broad   lake   Genezaret, 
Or  in   Pereea ;    but  return'd   in    vain. 
Then  on   the  bank   of  Jordan,  by  a  creek, 
Where  winds  with  reeds  and  osiers  whispering  play. 
Plain  fishermen  (no  greater  men  them  call). 
Close  in   a  cottage   low   together  got, 
Their  unexpected  loss  and  plaints  out  breathed. 
''Alas,  from  what  high  hope  to  what  relapse 
.  Unlook'd  for  are  we  fall'n !  our  eyes  beheld 
Messiah  certainly   now   come,   so  long 
Expected   of  our  fathers ;  we  have   heard 
His  words,  his  wisdom  full  of  grace  and  truth 
Now,  now,  for  sure,  deliverance  is  at  hand 
The  kingdom  shall   to  Israel  be  restored ; 
Thus  we  rejoic'd,  but  soon  our  joy  is  turn'd 
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Into  perplexity   and   new   aniaie : 
For  whither   a  lie  gone,   what  accident 
Hath  rapt  him  from  us?  will  he  now  retire 
After  appearance,   and    again   prolonf 
Our  expectation  ?    God    of  Israel, 
Send  thy  Meaatah  forth,  the  time  is  come; 
Behold  the  kings  of  the  earth,  how  tliey  oppress 
Thy  chosen  ;  to  what  higLth  their  power  unjust 
They  have  exalted,  and  behind  them  cast 
All   fear  of  thee;    arise,  and   vindicnle 
Thy  glory ;  free   thy  people  from    their  yoke. 
But  let  us  wait;  thus  far  he  hath   perfonn'd, 
Sent   his   Anointed,   and  to   us  reveal'd  him. 
By  his  great  Prophet,  pointed  at  and  shown 
In  public,  and  with  him  we  have  convera'd ; 
Let  us   be  glad   of  this,   and  all  our  fears 
Lay  on    his   Providence:    he   will   not  (ail. 
Nor  will  withdraw  him  now,  nor  will  recall. 
Mock  us  with  his  blest  sight,  then  snatch  him  beoce; 
Soon  we  shall  see  our  Hope,  our  Joy,  return." 

Thus  they,  outof  their  plaints,  new  hope  resume 
To  find  whom  at  The  first  they  found  unsought : 
But,    to    his   mother   Mary,   when   she  saw 
Others  retum'd  from  baptism,  not  her  son. 
Nor   left   at  Jordan,  lii/ings  of  him    none, 
Within  her  breast  thoughcalm, her  breast  though  pure. 
Motherly  cares  and  fears  got  head,  and  rais'd 
Some  troubled  thoughts,  which  she  in  sighs  lliusclad. 

"O  what  avails  ine  now  that  honour  high 
To  have   conceiv'd   of  God,  or  that  salute. 
■  Hail  higlily  favour'd,  among  women  blest!" 
While  1  to  sorrows  am   no  less  advanc'd. 
And    fears  as  eminent,   above   the  lot 
Of  other  women,    by  the   birtli   I   bore ; 
In  such  a  season  bom,  when  scarce  a  shed 
Could    be   obtained   to  shelter  him   or  roe 
From  the  lileak  air ;  a  stable  was  oui  wannth, 
A    manger   his ;    yet  soon   enforc'd  to  fly 
Thence  into  I^pt,  tiU  the  murderous  kiog 
Were  dead,  who  sought  liis  life,  and  missing  fill'd 
With  infant  blood  the  streels  of  Betlilchem; 
From    Egypt  home    return'd,   in    Nazarelli 
Hath  been  our  dwelling  many  years;  hii  life 
Private,   unactive,   calm,    contemplative. 
Little  suspicions   to    tiny   king  ;    but  now. 
Full  grown  to  man,  acknowledg'd,  as  I  hear. 
By  John  the  Baptist,  and  in  public  shown. 
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Son  owa'd  from  Heaven  by  his  Father'*  voice, 
I  look'd  tor  some  great  change;  tohouoiir?  no; 
But  trouble,  as  old    Simeon   plain   foretold, 
Tbat    to  the!   fall  and  risiag  he   should   be 
Ot'    many   in    Israel,    and  to   a  sign 
Spoken    against,  tliat  through  my  very  soul 
A  sword  ahall  pierce  :  this  is  my  fuvour'd  lot. 
My    exaltaiioQ  to  afflictions  high ; 
Afflicted  I   may  be,  it  seems,  and    blest ; 
1   will   not  argue  that,   nor   will  repine. 
But  where  delays  he  now?    some  great  intent 
Conceals  him;  nlien  twelve  years  he  scarce  bail  seen, 
I    lost  him,   but   80   found,   ai   well   I   saw 
He  could  not  lose  himself,  but  went  about 
His  Father's  business ;  what  be  meant  I  mus'd, 
Since  uoderstond ;  much  mote  bis  absence  now 
Thus  long  to  some  great  purpose  he  obscures. 
But  I    lo   wait   with   patience  am   inur'd ; 
My  heart  bath  been  a  store-house  long  of  things 
And  sayings  laid  up,  portending  strange  events.'' 

Thus  Mary,  pondering  oh,  and  ol't  to  mind 
Recalling   what   remarkably    had    pass'd 
Since  first  her  salutation  heard,  with  thoughts 
Meekly  compos'd  awaited  the  fulfilling; 
While  her  Son,  tracbg  the  desert  wild, 
Sole,  but  with  hohest  meditations  fed, 
Into   himself  descended,   and   at   once 
AU  his  great  work  to  come  before  him  set ; 
How  to  begin,  bow  to  accomplish  best 
His  end  of  being  on  earth,  &  mission  high  : 
For  Satan,   with  sly   prefiice  to   return, 
Had  left  him  vacant,  &  with  speed  was  gone 
Up   to    the   middle  region   of  thick  air, 
Wlirre  all    his  potentates  in  council  sat ; 
There,  without  sign  of  boast,  or  sign  of  Joy, 
Sohcitous  and    blank,   he  thus   began : 

"  Princes,  Heaven's  ancient  Sons,  ethereal  Thrones. 
Oemonian  Spirits  now,  from  the  element 
Each  of  his  reign  alblied,  rigbtlier  call'd 
Powers  of  fire,  air,  water,  and  eartii  beneath. 
So  may  we  hold  our  plaee  &  tliese  mild  seats 
Without   new    trouble,  such   an    enemy 
Ib  risen    to  invade   us,   who   no  less 
Threatens  than  our  espulsion  down  to  Hell ; 
I,    aa    I  undertook,    and   with    the  vote 
Consenting  in  full  frequence  was  empowur'd. 
Have  found  him,  view'd  Inm,  tasted  him  ;  but  lind 
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Far  other  labour  to  be  undergone 

Than  when  I  dealt  with  Adam,  first  of  Mm, 

Though  Adam  by  his  wife's  allurement  fell. 

However  to  this   Man   inferior  far;  135 

If  he  be  Man  by  mother's  side,  at  least 

With  more  than  human  gifts  from  Heaven  adom'd. 

Perfections  absolute,   graces  divine. 

And  amplitude  of  mind  to  greatest  deeds. 

Therefore  I  am  return'd»  lest  confidence  -  140 

Of  my  success  with  Eve  in   Paradise 

Deceive  ye   to   persuasion  over*sure 

Of  like  succeeding  here :   I  summon  all 

Rather  to   be   in  readiness,   with  hand 

Or  counsel   to   assist;    lest   I,  who   erst  145 

Thought  none  my  equal,  now  be  over-match'd." 

So  spake  the  old  Serpent,  doubting ;  &  from  all 
With  clamour  was  assured  their  utmost  aid 
At  his  command ;  when  from  amidst  them  rose 
Belial,  the  dissolutest  Spirit  that  fell,  150 

Tlie   sensuallest,  and,   after  Asmodai, 
The  fleshliest  Incubus ;  and  thus  advis'd. 

**  Set  women  in  his  eye,  and  in  his  walk. 
Among  daughters  of  men  the  fairest  found : 
Many   are  in   each   region   passing  fair  155 

As  tne  noon  sky ;  more  like  to  Goddesses 
Than  mortal  creatures,  graceful  and  discreet. 
Expert  in  amorous  arts,  enchanting  tongues 
Persuasive,  virgin  majesty  with  mild 
And  sweet  allayed,  yet  terrible  to  approach,  160 

Skiird  to  retire,  and,  in  retiring,  draw 
Hearts  after  them  tangled  in  amorous  nets. 
Such  object  hath  the  power  to  soften  &  tame 
Severest  temper,  smooth  the  rugged*st  brow, 
Enerve,  and  with  voluptuous  hope  dissolve,  165 

Draw  out  with  credulous  desire,  and  lead 
At  will  the  manliest,  resolutest  breast. 
As  the  magnetic  hardest  iron   draws. 
Women,  when  nothing  else,  beguil'd  the  heart 
Of  wisest  Solomon,  and  made  him  build,  170 

And  made  him  bow,  to  the  Gods  of  his  wives.** 

To  whom  quick  answer  Satan  thus  retum*d. 
**  Belial,  in  much  uneven  scale  thou  weigh'st 
All   others    by    thyself;     because  of  old 
Thou  thyself  doat*dst  on  womankind,  admiring  1 75 

Their  shape,  their  colour,  and  attractive  grace. 
None  are,  thou  think *st,  but  taken  with  such  toys 
Before  the  Flood  thou  with   thy  histy  crew. 


k 


Rdse  titled  aoiu  of  God,  .'oamiDg  the  earth 
Caat  wanloD  eyes  on  the  daughters  of  men. 
And  coupled  with  them,  and  begol  a  race. 
Have   we   not  seen,  or   by  relation  heard, 
In  courts  &  re^al  chambera  how  thou  luik'st. 
In  wooil  or  grove,  by  mossy  fountain  side. 
In    ralley  or   green  meadow,    to   way-lay 
Some    beauty   rare.  Calisto,   Ciymene, 
Daphne,  or   Semele,    Antiopa, 
Or   Amymoiie,   Syrinx,    many   more 
Too  long,  then  lay'st  thy  scapes  on  names  ador'tl 
Apollo,    Neptune,  Jupiter,   or   Pan, 
Satvr,  or  Faun,  or  Sylvan  ?  But  these  haunt* 
Delight  not  uli;  among  the  sons  of  men. 
How  many  have  with  a  smile  made  small  accouo 
Of  Beauty  and   her  lures,   easily   scorn'd 
All  her  aasaulto.  on  wortliier  tiling  intent  I 
Remember  tliat    Pellean  conqueror, 
A  youth,  how  ^1  the  beauties  of  the  Eaat 
He  sbglitly   view'd,  &  slightly  overpass'd ; 
How  he  surnam'd  of  Africa,  dismiss'tl. 
In  his  prime  youth,  the  fair  Iberian  maid. 
For    Solomon,  he  liv'd  at  ease,  and    full 
Of  honour,  wealth,  high  Tare,  aim'd  not  beyond 
Higher  design  than  to  enjoy  his  state ; 
Thence  to  the  bait  of  women   lay  expos'd : 
But   he,    whom  we  attempt,  is  wiser    far 
Than    Solomon,   of  more   exalted   mind. 
Made  St  set  wholly  on  the  accomplishment 
Of  greatest  things.  What  woman  will  you  find, 
Though  of  I  his  age  the  wonder  &  the  fame, 
Od  whom  his  leiiure  will  vouchsafe  an  eye 
Of  fond  desire?  Or  should  she,  confident. 
As  silting  queen  ador'd  on  Beauty's  throne, 
Descend  with  all  her  winning  charms  beg:irt 
To  enamour,  as   the    zone  of  Venus  once 
Wrought  that  effect  on  Jove,  so  fables  lell ; 
How  would  one  look  from  his  majestic  brow. 
Seated  as  on  the  top  of  Virtue's  hill, 
Discountenance  her  despis'd,  &  put  to  rout 
All  her  array ;  her  female  pride  dejeei, 
Or  tum  to  reverent  awe  !  for  Beauty  stands 
In  the  admiration  only  of  weak  minds 
Ltd  captive ;  cease  to  admire,  &  all  her  plum^-H 
Fall   flnt.  and  shrink  into  a  trivial  toy. 
At  every  sudden  slighting  quite  abash'd. 
Therefore  with  manlier  objects  we  must  try 
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HiB  constancy ;  with  «uch  u  have  more  tlww 

0(  worth,  of  hoDOur,  glory,  &  popular  praiM, 

Rocks,  whereon  greatest  men  hareoilesl  wreck 'd  ; 

Or   that  which  only   seenis  to  satisly 

Lawful  desires  ot'  nature,   not  beyand:  330 

And  now  I  know  Ive  hungers,  where  no  Ibod 

Is   to   be  found,  in   Ihe  widp   wildemeM ; 

Tlie   rest  commit  to   me ;  I   shall  let   pan 

No  advantage,  and  his  strength  as  ofl  assay." 

He  ceas'd,  and  heard  their  grant  in  loud  acclaim  ;  S3S 

Then  fortliwitli  to  him  takes  a  chosen  band 
Of  Spirits,   like^n   to   himseU'  in   guile. 
To  be  at  hand,  and  at  his  beck  appear. 
If  cause  were  to  unfold  some  actrre  ecene 
Of  various  persons,  each  to  know  his  part :  MO 

Then  to  the  desert  takes  wilb  these  his  flight; 
Where,  still  from  shade  to  shade,  the  Son  of  God 
After   forty   days   fasting  had   remain'd, 
Nowhnngeringfirst,andtahiniselflhusBBid; 

"Where  will  this  end?  four  time*  ten  days  IVe  pass'd  245 
Wandering  this  woody  maze,  and  human  food 
Nor  tasted,    nor   had   appetil« ;    that  kit 
To  virtue  I    impute   not,   or  count   part 
Of  what  I  suffer  here  ;  if  nature  need  not. 
Or  God  support   nature   without   repast  250 

Tlioiigh  needing,  what  praise  is  it  to  endure  t 
But   now    I    feel  I  hunger,  which  declares 
Nature  hath  need  of  what  she  asks ;  yet  God 
Can   satisfy  that  need   some   other  way. 
Though  hunger  siJll  remain :    eo  it  remain  355 

Without  this  body's  wasting,  1  content  me, 
And  from  the  stine  of  famine  fear  no  bann ; 
Nor  mind  it,  fed  with  better  thoughts,  that  feed 
Me  hnngerinc  more  to  do  my  Father's  will." 

It  was  the  hour  of  night,  when  thus  the  Son  360 

Commun'd  in  silent  walk,  then  laid  him  down 
Unfler  the   hospitable  covert  nigh 
Of  trees   thick    interwoven;    there  he  slept. 
And  dream'd,  as  appetite  is  wont  to  dream, 
Of  meats  &  drinks,  nature's  refreshment  sweet :  26S 

Him  thought,  he  by  the  brook  of  Cherith  stood, 
And  saw  the  ravens  with  tlietr  horny  benk> 
Food   to   Elijah   bringing,  even   and    mom, 
Though  ravenous,  taught  to  abstain  from  what  they  brought : 
He  saw  the  Propliel  also,  bow  he  fled  _  270 

Into  the   desert,  and    how   there  he  slept 
Under  a  juniper;    llieu   how   awak'd 


He  found  hii  lupper  on  ibe  coals  prepar'd. 
And    b;  the  Ad^  was    bid    rise    and    eat. 
And   eat   the  second   time  after  repose, 
The  strength  whereof  auAic'd  liim  Ibrty  days  ; 
Sometimea  tliat   with    Elijah    he   partooK, 
"^     as  a   gueat  with   Daniel    at  his  pulie. 

I  wore  out  night ;  &  now  the  herald  lark 
Left  his  ground-nest,  high  towering  to  descry 
The  Mom's  approach,  Afreet  her  with  hi»  song; 
As  lightly    from   his   grasBy  couch  up    rose 
Our  Saviour,  and  found  all  was  but  a  djeam  ; 
Fasting  he  went  to  sleep,  and  fasting  vr»k'd, 
Cp    to    a    hill    anon    hii    steps   he  rear'd, 
From  whose  high  top  to  ken  the  prospect  round. 
If  collage  were  in  view,  sheep-cote,  or  herd ; 
But  Cottage,  herd,  or  aheep-<;ote  none  he  saw  -, 
Only    in  a   bottom  saw   a   pleasant  grove. 
With  chant  of  tuneful  birds  resounding  loud  :  I 

Thither    he   bent  his  way,  determin'd  there 
To  rest  at  noon,  «nd  ealer'd  soon  tlie  shade 
Bigh-roof'd,  Sc  walks  beneatli,  &  alleys  brown, 
That  opcn'd  ia   the   midst  a   wood;  scene; 
Nature's  own  woric  it  seem'd.  Nature  taught  Art,  '. 

And,  to  a  superstitious  eye,  the  haunt 
Of  Wood-GodflA  Wood-Nymphs:  he  viewed  it  round. 
When  suddenly  a  man  before  liim  stood ; 
Kot   rustic   as   before,   but  seemlier  clad, 

)ne   in  city,  or  court,  or  palace  bred,  * 

And  with  iiiir  speech  these  words  to  him  addressed  : 
,    "  Willi  granted   leave  officious  I  return. 
But  much  mor«  wonder  that  the  Son  of  God 
In    this  wild   soliCuile  so  long   shotitd  bide, 
Of  all  things  destitute;    and,  well  1  know  ; 

Not  without  hunger.     Others  of  some  note. 
As  story  tells,  have  trod  this  wilderness: 
The    fugitive   bond  -  woman,   with   her  son 
Out-cast    Nebaiotli,    yet   found  here   relief 
By  a   providing  Angel;    all  the  race  ' 

Of  Israel  here  had  famish'd,  had  not  God 
Roin'd  from  Heaven  manna  ;  &  that  prophet  bold, 
Native  of  Tliebez,  wandering  here  was  fed 
Twice   by    a    voice    inviting    him    to   eat : 
Of  thee  these  forty  days  none  hath  regard,  i 

K>riv  &  more  deserted  here  indeed." 

To  whom  thus  .lesus  ;  "What  conelud'st  thou  hence? 
They  all  had  need  :  I,  as  thou  seesl.  have  none." 
"  How  hast  tho'i  hunger  then?"  Satan  replied. 
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•*  Tell  me,  if  food  were  now  before  thee  set,  320 

Would'st  thou  not  eat."—*'  Thereaaer  aa  I  like 

the  giver,"  answered  Jesus. — •*  Why  should  that 

Cause  thy  refusal?"    said  the  subtle  Fiend. 

'Hast  thou  not  right  to  all  created  things? 

Owe  not  all  creatures  by  just  right  to  thee  325 

Duty  and  service,  nor  to  stay  till  bid, 

But  tender  all  their  power?     Nor  mention  I 

Meats  by  the  law  unclean,  or  offer'd  first 

To  idols,  those  young  Daniel  could  refuse; 

Nor  proffer'd  by  an  enemy,  though  who  880 

Would  scruple  that,  with  want  oppress'd?  behold 

Nature  asham'd,  or,  better  to  express 

Troubled,  that  thou  shouldst  hunger,  hath  purveyed 

From  all  the  elements  her  choicest  store, 

To  treat  thee,  as  beseems,  and  as  her  Lord,  885 

With  honour :    only  deign  to  sit  and  eat." 

He  spake  no  dream ;  for,  as  his  words  had  end 
Our  Saviour  lifting  up  his  eyes  beheld, 
In  ample  space  under  the  broadest  shade, 
A   table  richly  spread,   in  regal  mode,  840 

With  dishes  pil'd,  and  meats  of  noblest  sort 
And  savour  ;  beasts  of  chase,  or  fowl  of  game, 
In  pastry  built,  or  from  the  spit,  or  boil'd, 
Gris-amber-steam'd ;  all  fish,  from  sea  or  shore. 
Freshet  or  purling  brook,  of  shell  or  fin,  345 

And  exquisitest  name,  for  which  was  drain'd 
Pontus.  and  Lucrine  bay,  and  Airic  coast. 
(Alas,  how  simple,  to  these  cates  compared. 
Was  that  crude  apple  that  diverted  Eve!) 

And    at   a    stately  side-board,    by  the  wine  350  , 

That  fragrant  smell  diffused,  in  order  stood  ' 

Tall  stripling  youths  rich  clad,  of  fairer  hue 
Than   Ganymed   or   Hylas;    distant   more 
Under  the  trees  now  tripp'd,  now  solemn  stood, 
Nymphs  of  Diana's   train,   and   Naiades  355 

With  fruits  and  flowers  from  Amalthea's  horn, 
And  ladies  of  the  Hesperides,  that  seem'd 
Fairer   than  feign'd  of  old,  or  fabled  since 
Of  fairy    damsels,   met  in   forest  wide 
By   knights   of  Logres,   or  of  Lyones,  860 

Lancelot,   or  Pelleas,   or  Pellenore. 
And  all  the  while  harmonious  airs  were  heard 
Of  chiming  strings,  or  charming  pipes,  &  winds 
Of  gentlest  gale  Arabian   odours  fann*d 
From  their  soft  wings,  &  Flora's  earliest  smells  365 

Buch  was  the  splendour ;  &  the  Tempter  now 
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His  inTilation  earnestly  renewed: — 

**  What  doubts  the  Son  of  God  to  sit  and  eat  ? 
These  are  not  fruits  forbidd'n ;  no  interdict 
Defends  the  touching  of  these  viands  pure :  370 

Their  taste  no  knowledge  works,  at  least  of  evil. 
But  life  preserves,  destroys  life's  enemy, 
Huneer,  with  sweet  restorative  delight. 
All  these  are  Spirits  of  air,  and  woods,  and  springs 
Thy  gentle  ministers,   who   come  to  pay  375 

Thee  homage,  and  acknowledge  thee  their  Lord  : 
What  doubt'st  thou.  Son  of  God  ?  Sit  down  &  eat." 

To  whom  thus  Jesus  temperately  replied : — 
<'  Said'st  thou  not  that  to  all  things  I  had  right? 
And  who  withholds  my  power  that  right  to  use  ?  380 

Shall  I  receive  by  gift  what  of  my  own. 
When  and  where  likes  me  best,  I  can  command  ? 
I  can  at  will,  doubt  not,  as  soon   as  thou. 
Command  a  table  in  this  wilderness. 
And  call  swift  flights  of  Angels  ministrant  385 

Array'd  in  glory  on  my  cup  to  attend: 
Why  shonld'st  thou  then  obtrude  this  diligence. 
In  vain,  where  no  acceptance  it  can  find? 
And  with  my  hunger  what  hast  thou  to  do  ? 
Thy  pompous  delicacies   I   contemn,  390 

And  count  thy  spacious  gifts  no  gifts,  but  guiles.*' 

To  whom  thus  answer'd  Satan  malcontent : 
**  That  I  have  also  power  to  give,  thou  seest ; 
If  of  that  power  I  bring  thee  voluntary 
What  I  might  have  bestow*d  on  whom  I  pleas'd  395 

And  rather  opportunely  in  this  place 
Chose  to  impart  to  thy  apparent  need. 
Why  should'st  thou  not  accept  it  >  but  I  see 
What  I  can  do  or  offer  is  suspect : 
Of  these  things  others  quickly  will  dispose,  400 

Whose  pains  have  earn'd  the  far-fet  spoil."  With  that 
Both  table  and  provision  vanished   quite 
With  sound  of  harpies'  wings  and  talons  heard : 
Only  the  importune  Tempter  still  remain'd, 
And  with  these  words  his  temptation  pursued :  405 

^^  By  hunger,  that  each  other  creature  tames. 
Hum  art  not  to  be  harm'd,  therefore  not  mov'd ; 
Thy  temperance,  invincible  besides. 
For  no  allurement  yields  to  appetite; 
And  all  thy  heart  is   set  on  high  designs,  410 

High  actions  ;  but  wherewith  to  be  achiev'd  ? 
€beat  acts  require  great  means  of  enterprise ; 
Thou  art  unknown,  unfriended,  low  of  birth, 
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303 


To  him  who  wears  the  regal  diadem, 

When  on  his  shoulders  each  man's  burden  lies ; 

For  therein  stands  the  office  of  a  king. 

His  honour,  virtue,  merit,  and  chief  praise, 

That  for  the  public  all  this  weieht  he  bears.  465 

Yet  he,  who  reigns  within  himself,  and  rules 

Passions,  desires,  and  fears,  is  more  a  king; 

Which  every  wise  and  virtuous  man  attains ; 

And  who  attains  not,  ill  aspires  to  rule 

Cities  of  men,  or  headstrong  multitudes,  470 

Subject  himself  to  anarchy  within, 

Or  lawless  passions  in  him,  which  he  serves. 

But  to  g^ide  nations^  in  the  way  of  truth 

By  saving  doctrine,  and  from  error  lead 

To  know,  and  knowing,  worship  God  aright  475 

Is  yet  more  kingly  ?  Uiis  attracts  the  soul, 

Governs  the  inner  man,  the  nobler  part ; 

That  other  o'er  the  body  only  reigns, 

And  oil  by  force,  which,  to  a  generous  mind. 

So  reigning,  can  be  no  sincere  delight.  480 

Besides,  to  g^ve  a  kingdom  hath  been  thougnt 

Greater  and  nobler  done,  and  to  lay  down 

Far  more  magnanimous,  than  to  assume. 

Riches  are  ne^ess  then,  both  for  themselves. 

And  for  thy  reason  why  they  should  be  sought,  485 

To  gain  a  sceptre,  oftest  better  miss'd." 
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BOOK   III. 


THE    ARGUMENT. 


Satan*  in  a  speech  of  much  flattering  commendation,  endcaTonn  to 
awi^n  In  Jesua  a  paislon  for  glory,  by  particolarlalng  Taitoos  In- 
■tances  of  conqneits  achlered,  and  great  actions  performed,  by 
persons  at  an  early  period  of  life.    Oar  Lord  replies,  by  showing 
the  vanity  of  worldly  fkme,  and  the  Improper  means  by  which  It  is 
generally  attained  j  and  contrasts  with  it  the  tme  glory  of  rellgbras 
patience  and  Tirtuoos  wisdom,  as  exemplified  in  the  character  of 
Job.    Satan  Jostifles  the  lore  of  glory  ttotn  the  ezam]rie  of  God 
himself,  who  requires  it  ttotn  all  his  creatorss.    Jesus  detects  the 
fidlacy  of  this  argument,  by  showing  that,  as  goodnea  is  tha  tna 
ground  on  which  glory  is  due  to  the  great  Creator  of  aU  thlags, 
sinftil  Man  can  hare  no  right  whaterer  to  it. — Satan  then  urge* 
our  Lord  respecting  his  claim  to  the  throne  of  David  j  he  tells  hin 
that  the  kingdom  of  Judea,  being  at  tliat  time  a  proriaec  of  Boas, 
cannot  be  got  possession  of  without  much  personal  exertion  an  Us 
part,  and  presses  him  to  lose  no  time  in  beginning  to  reign.   Jesus 
refers  him  to  the  time  allotted  for  this  as  fbr  all  other  tibings ;  and, 
after  intimating  somewhat  respecting  his  own  prcvioos  auflerliigs, 
asks  Satan,  why  he  should  be  so  soUdtous  for  the  exaltation  of 
one,  whose  rising  was  destined  to  be  his  fkll  ?    Satsn  rspliea.  that 
his  own  desperate  state,  by  excluding  all  hope,  leaves  Uttie  room 
for  fbar ;  and  that,  as  his  own  punishment  was  aqoally  doomed; 
he  is  not  interested  In  preventing  the  reign  of  one,  from  whose  ap- 
parent  benevolence  be  might  rather  hope  for  some  interference 
in  his  favour. — Satan  still  pursues  tais  former  incitements  i  and* 
supposing  that  the  seeming  reluctance  of  Jesus  to  be  thus  advaaoad 
might  arise  from  his  being  unacquainted  with  the  worid  aad  Ua 
glories,  conveys  him  to    the   summit  of  a  high  mountain,  and 
thence  shows  him  most  of  the  kingdoms  of  Asia,  particularly 
pointlDg  out  to  his  notice  some  extraordinary  military  preparations 
of  the  Parthians  to  resist  the  incursions  of  the  Scythians.    He 
then  informs  our  Lord,  that  he  showed  him  this  purposely  that 
he  might  see  how  necessary  military  exertions  are  to  retain  the 
possession  of  kingdoms,  as  well  as  to  subdue  them  at  first,  and 
advises  him  to  consider  how  impossible  It  was  to  nudntain  Jndea 
against  two  such  powerful  neighbours  as  the  Romans  and  Par- 
thians, and  how  necessary  it  would  be  to  form  an  alliance  with 
one  or  other  of  them.    At  the  same  time  he  recommends,  and 
engages  to  secure  to  him,  that  of  the  Parthians;  and  tells  bhn 
that  by  this  means  his  power  will  be  defended  fh>m  any  thing  that 
Rome  or  Ceesar  might  attempt  against  it,  and  that  he  will  be  able 
to  extend  his  ^ory  wide,  and  especially  to  accomplish,  what  was 
particularly  necessary  to  make  the  throne  of  Jud^  really  the 
throne  of  David,  the  deliverance  and  restoration  of  the  ten  tribes* 
still  In  a  state  of  captivity.     Jesus,  having  briefly  noticed  the 
vanity  and  the  weakness  of  the  arm  of  flesh,  says,  that  when  the 
time  comes  for  sscending  his  allotted  throne  he  shall  not  be  slack : 
he  remarks  on  Satan's  extraordinary  zeal  for  the  deliverance  of  the 
Israelites,  to  whom  he  had  always  showed  himself  an  enemy,  and 
declares  their  servitude  to  be  the  consequence  of  their  idolatry; 
but  adds,  that  at  a  Aiture  time  it  may  perhaps  please  God  to  reeal 
them,  and  restore  them  to  their  liberty  and  native  land. 


So  spake  the  son  of  God ;  and  Satan  i>[ood 
lAwbile  as  mute,  confountled  what  to  say. 
What  to  reply,  confuted,  and  coaviflced 
Of  his  weak  arguing,  and  fallacious  drift ; 
At  length,  collecting  all  his  serpent  wiles. 
With  flooibiiig  worila  renew'd,  him  thus  accosts  : 

I  see  tliuu  knuw'st  what  is  of  use  to  know, 
TVhat  best  to  fay  canst  say,  to  do  canst  do  : 
Thy  actiuna  to  thy  words  accord,  thy  uords 
To  tb]>  large  heart  give  utternncc  due,  thy  heart 


a  of  good,  1 


e,  just,  the  perfect  shape, 
IS  from  thy  mouth  c        *' 


Should  kings  &  nntions  from  thy  mouth  consult, 
Thy  counsel  would  be  as  the  oracle 
Drim  and  Thummiro,  those  oraculoua  gems 
On  Aaron's  breast ;   or  tongue  of  seers  old, 
Infallible :  or  wert  thou  soiight  to  deeds 
That  might  require  the  army  of  war,  thy  skill 
Of  conduct  would  he  such,  that  all  the  world 
Could  not  sustain  thy  prowess,  or  subsist 
In  battle,  though  against  thy  few  in  unns. 
These  godlike  virtues  wherefore  dost  thou  bide, 
Affecting  private  life,  or  more  ubscure. 
In  MV'ige  wilderness  '     Wherefore  deprive 
All  Earth  her  'bonder  at  thy  acts,  thyself 
The  tame  anil  glory,  glory  the  reward 
That  sole  excites  to  hign  attempts,  the  Hame 
Of  moat  erected  spirits,  most  lemper'd,  pure. 
Ethereal,  who  all  pleaanres  else  despise. 
All  treasures,  and  all  gain,  esteem  as  dross. 
And  dignities  and  powers,  nil  but  the  highest! 
Thy  years  are  ripe,  and  oTer-rij.e  >   the  sun 
Of  Macedonian  PhiUp  hod,  ere  these. 
Won  Asia,  and  the  throne  of  Cyrus  held 
At  his  dispose  ;  yonng  Scipio  bad  brought  down 
The  Carthaginian  pride  -,  ynung  Pompey  qiiell'd 
The  Pontic  king,  and  in  triumph  bad  rode. 
Yet  years,  and  to  ripe  years  judgment  mature. 
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Quench  not  the  thirst  of  glory,  but  augment 

Great  Julius,  whom  now  all  the  world  admires, 

The  more  he  grew  in  years,  the  more  inflamed  40 

With  glory,  wept  that  he  had  lived  so  long 

Inglorious  :  but  thou  yet  art  not  too  late." 

To  whom  our  Saviour  calmly  thus  replied. 
"  Thou  neither  dost  persuade  me  to  seek  wealth 
For  empire's  sake,  nor  empire  to  affect  45 

For  glory's  sake,  by  all  thy  argument. 
For  what  is  glory  but  the  blaze  of  fame. 
The  people's  praise,  if  always  praise  unmix'd  ? 
And  what  the  people  but  a  herd  confus'd, 
A  miscellaneous  rabble  who  extol  60 

Things  vulgar,  and,  well  weigh'd  scarce  worth  th<*  praise  I 
They  praise,  and  they  admire,  they  know  not  what. 
And  know  not  whom,  but  as  one  leads  the  other; 
And  what  delight  to  be  by  such  extoll*d. 
To  live  upon  their  tongues,  and  be  their  talk,  ^ 

Of  whom  to  be  disprais*d  were  no  small  praise? 
His  lot  who  dares  be  singularly  good. 
The  intelligent  among  them  and  the  wise 
Are  few,  and  glory  scarce  of  few  is  raised. 
This  is  true  glory  and  renown,  when  God  ^ 

Looking  on  the  earth  with  approbation  marks 
The  just  man,  and  divulges  him  through  Heaven 
To  all  his  Angels,  who  with  true  applause 
Recount  his  praises :  thus  he  did  to  Job, 
When,  to  extend  his  fame  thro*  Heaven  and  Earth  (lo 

As  thou  to  thy  reproach  may'st  well  remember, 
He  ask'd  thee,* Hast  thou  seen  my  servant  Job  V 
Famous  he  was  in  Heaven,  on  Earth  less  known ; 
Where  glory    is  false   glory,  attributed 
To  things  not  glorious,  men  not  worthy  of  fame.  70 

They   err,  who   count   it   glorious  to  subdue 
By   conquest  far  and   wide,   to  overrun 
Large  countries,  and  in  field  great  battles  win, 
Great  cities  by  assault :  what  do  these  worthies, 
But  rob  and  spoil,  burn,  slaughter,  and  enslave  75 

Peaceable  nations,  neighbouring,  or   remote, 
Made  captive,  yet  deserving   freedom  more 
Than  those  their  conquerors,  who  leave  behind 
Nothing   but   ruin   wheresoe*er   they   rove. 
And  all  the  flourishing  works  of  peace  destroy ;  80 

Then  swell  with  pride,  and  must  be  titled  Gods, 
Great   Benefactors   of  mankind,  Deliverers, 
Worshipped  with  temple,  priest,  and  sacrifice  ? 
One  ie  the  son  of  Jove,  of  Mars  the  other ; 
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Till  conqueror  Death  discover  tliem  scarce  men. 
Rolling  in  brutish  vices,  and  deform'd, 
Violent  or  shameful  death  their  due  reward. 
But  if  there  be  in  glory  aught  of  good, 
It  may  by  means  far  different  be  attain*d. 
Without  ambition,   war,  or   violence; 
By  deeds  of  peace,   by  wisdom  eminent, 
By   patience,   temperance:   I   mention   still 
Hun,  whom  thy  wrongs,  with  saintly  patience  borne. 
Made  famous  in  a  land  and  times  obscure ; 
Who  names  not  now  with  honour  patient  Job  ? 
Poor  Socrates,  who  next  more  memorable? 
By  what  he  taught,  and  suffer*d  for.  so  doing. 
For  truth's  sake  suffering  death,  unjust,  hves  now 
Equal  in   fame  to   proudest  conquerors. 
Yet  if  for  fame  and  glory  aught  be  done. 
Aught  suffered;   if  young  African   for  fame 
His  wasted  country  freed  from   Punic  rage; 
The  deed  becomes  unprais'd,  the  man  at  least. 
And  loses,  though  but  verbal,  his   reward. 
ShaU  I  seek  glory  then,  as  vain  men  seek. 
Oft  not  deserv'd  ?  I  seek  not  mine,  but  His 
Who  sent  me ;  &  thereby  witness  whence  I  am." 

To  whom  the  Tempter  murmuring  thus  rephed. 
"  Think  not  so  shght  of  glory  ;  therein  least 
Resembling  thy  great  FaOier :  he  seeks  glory, 
And  for  his  glory  all  things  made,  all  things 
^^ers  and  governs;  nor  content  in  Heaven 
h\  all  his  Angels  glorified,   requires 
Glory  firom  men,  from  all  men,  good  or  had, 
Wise  or  unwise,  no  difference,  no  exemption  ; 
Above  all  sacrifice,   or  hallow'd   gift. 
Glory  he  requires,  and  glory  he  receives, 
Promiscuous  fit>m  all  nations,  Jew  or  Greek, 
Or  barbarous,  nor  exception  hath  declared; 
From  us,  his  foes  pronounced,  glory  he  exacts.** 

To  whom  our  Saviour  fervently  replied. 
"  And  reason ;  since  his  word  all  things  produced. 
Though  chiefly  not  for  glory  as  prime  end, 
But  to  show  forth  his  goodness,  and  impart 
His   good   communicable   to   every  soul 
Fredy  ;  of  whom  what  could  he  less  expect 
Than  ^lory  and  benediction,  that  is,  thanks. 
The  slightest,   easiest,  readiest   recompense 
From  them  who  could  return  him  nothing  else. 
And,  not  returning  that,  would  likeliest  render 
Contempt   instead,   dishonour,  obloquy? 
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Hard   recompense,   unsuitable  return 
For  so   much  good,   so   much  beneficence! 
But  why  should  Man  seek  glory,  who  of  his  own 
Hath  nothing,  and  to  whom  nothing  belongs 
But  condemnation,  ignominy,   and  shame? 
Who,   for   so   many   benefits  received, 
Turn*d  recreant  to  Grod,  ingrate  and  false. 
And  so  of  all  true  good  himself  despoil'd ; 
Yet,  sacrilegious,    to  himself  would  take 
That  which  to  God  alone  of  right  belongs : 
Yet  so  much  bounty  is  in  God,  such  grace, 
That  who  advance  his  glory^  not  their  own. 
Them  he  himself  to  glory  will  advance  '* 
So  spake  the  Son  of  God ;  &  here  agam 
Satan  had  not  to  answer,  but  stood  struck 
With  guilt  of  his  own  sin ;  for  he  himself. 
Insatiable  of  glory,    had   lost   all : 
Yet  of  another  plea  bethought  him  soon. 

''  Of  glory,  as  thou  wilt,  said  he,  so  deem ; 
Worth  or  not  worth   the  seeking,  let  it  past. 
But  to  a  kingdom  thou  art  bom,  ordain'd 
To   sit  upon   thy   father   David's  throne. 
By  mother's  side  thy  father ;  though  thy  right 
Be  now  in  powerful  hands,  that  will  not  part 
Easily   from  possession   won   with  arms: 
Judea   now  and   all  the   Promis*d  Land, 
Reduc'd   a  province   under  Roman  yoke, 
Obeys   Tiberius ;    nor   is   always   rul'd 
With  temperate  sway ;  oft  have  they  violated 
The  temple,  oft  the  law,  with  foul  afirotits, 
Abominations  rather,   as   did  once 
Antiochus :    and    think 'st   thou   to   regain 
Thy  right,  by  sitting  still,    or   thus   retiring? 
So   did   not   Maccabeus :   he   indeed 
Retir'd  into  the  desert,  but  with  arms: 
And  o'er  a  mighty  king  so  oft  prevaifd, 
That  by  strong  hand  his  family  obtained, 
Tho*  priests,  the  crown,  &  David's  throne  usurp'd, 
With  Modin  &  her  suburbs  once  content. 
If  kin<^dom  move  thee  not,  let  move  thee  zeal 
And  duty ;  zeal  and  duty  are  not  slow, 
But  on  occasion's  forelock  watchful  wait : 
They  themselves  rather  are  occasion  best: 
Zeal   of  thy  father's   house,   duty    to   free 
Tliy    country  from    her  heathen  servitude. 
So   shalt   thou   best   fulfil,    best   verify 
The  prophets  old,  who  sung  thy  endless  reign; 
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The  happier  reign,  the  sooner  it  begins: 

Reign  then ;  what  can'st  thou  better  do  the  while  ?  * '  180 

To  whom  our  Saviour  answer  thus  retum'd. 
**  Ail  things  are  best  fulfilled  in  their  due  time  ; 
And  time  there  is  for  all  things.  Tn)th  hath  said 
If  of  my  reign  prophetic  Writ  hath  told. 
That  it  shall  never  end,  so,  when  begin,  185 

The  Father  in  his  purpose  hath  decreed; 
He,  in  whose  hand  all  times  and  seasons  roll. 
What  if  he  hath  decreed  that  I  shall  first 
Be  tried  in  humble  state,  &  things  adverse. 
By   tribulations,   injuries,   insults,  190 

Contempts,  &  scorns,  &  snares,  &  violence, 
Suffering,   abstaining,  quietly   expecting. 
Without  distrust  or  doubt,  that  he  may  know 
What  I  can  suffer,  how  obey  ?    Who  best 
Can  suffer,  best  can  do ;  best  reign,  who  first  195 

Well  hath  obey'd;  just  trial,   ere  I   merit 
My  exaltation  without  change  or  end. 
But  what  concerns  it  thee,  when   I   begin 
My  everlasting  kingdom?     Why   art  thou 
Solicitous?     What  moves  thy  inquisition?  200 

Know'st  thou  not  that  my  rising  is  thy  fall. 
And  my  promotion  will  be  thy  destruction  V* 

To  whom  the  Tempter,  inly  rack'd,  replied. 
**  Let  that  come  when  it  comes  ;  all  hope  is  lost 
Of  my  reception  into  grace :  what  worse  ?  205 

For  where  no  hope  is  left,   is  left  no  fear: 
If  there  be   worse,   the   expectation  more 
Of  worse  torments  me  than  the  feeling  can. 
1  would  be  at  the  worst:  worst  is  my  port. 
My  harbour,  and  my  ultimate  repose;  210 

The  end   I   would   attain,   my  final   good. 
My  error   was   my  error,   and   my  crime 
My  crime ;  whatever,  for  itself  condemned ; 
And   will   alike   be  punish'd,  whether  thou 
Reign,  or  reign  not ;  though  to  that  gentle  brow  215 

Willingly  could  I  fly,  and  hope  thy  reign. 
From  that  placid  aspect  and  meek  regard, 
Rather  than   aggravate   my   evil   state. 
Would  stand  between  me  &  thy  Father's  ire, 
Whose  ire  I  dread  more  than  the  fire  of  Hell,  220 

A  shelter  and   a   kind   of  shading   cool 
Interposition,   as   a  summer's   cloud. 
If  I  then  to  the  worst  that  can  be  haste. 
Why  move  thy  feet  so  slow  to  what  is  best. 
Happiest,  both  to  thyself  and  all  the  world,  225 
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Tliat  thouy  who  worthiest  art,  shduld'st  be  their  king  ? 

Perhaps  thou  Imger'st,  in  deep  thoughts  detain'd 

Of  the  enterprise  so  hazardous  and  high ; 

No  wonder ;  for,  though  in  thee  be  united 

What  of  perfection  can  in  man  be  found,  230 

Or  human  nature  can  receive,  consider, 

Thy  life  hath  yet  been  private,  most  part  spent 

At  home,  scarce  viewed  the  Galilean  towns. 

And,  once  a-year,  Jerusalem ;  few  days* 

Short  sojourn ;  &  what  thence  could'st  thou  observe  '<         235 

The  world  thou  hast  not  seen,  much  less  her  glory, 

Empires,  &  monarchs,  &  their  radiant  courts 

Best  school  of  best  experience,  quickest  insight 

In  all  things  that  to  greatest  actions  lead. 

The  wisest,  unexperienc'd,  will  be  ever  240 

Timorous  and  loath,  with  novice  modesty. 

As  he  who,  seeking  asses,  found  a  kingdom. 

Irresolute,  unhardy,  unadventurous : 

But  I  will  bring  thee  where  thou  soon  shalt  quit 

Tliose  rudiments,  and  see  before  thine  eyes  245 

The  monarchies  of  the  earth,  their  pomp  &  state ; 

Sufficient   introduction   to   inform 

Thee,   of  thyself  so   apt,   in   regal   arts 

And  regal  mysteries ;  that  thou  may*st  know 

How  best   their   opposition   to  withstand."  250 

With  that,  such  power  was  given  him  then,  he  took 
The   Son   of  God   up  to   a   mountain  high. 
It   was   a   mountain   at   whose   verdant  feet 
A  spacious  plain,  outstretch'd  in  circuit  wide, 
Lay  pleasant ;  from  his  side  two  rivers  flowed,  255 

Th*  one  winding,  th'  other  straight,  and  left  between 
Fair   champain    with   less  rivers  intervened, 
Then  meeting  join'd  their  tribute  to  the  sea ; 
Fertile  of  com  the  glebe,  of  oil,  and  wine ; 
With  herds  the  pastures  throng*d,  with  flocks  the  hills;       260 
Huge  cities  and  high-tower *d,  that  well  might  seem 
The  seats  of  mightiest  monarchs  ;  and  so  large 
The  prospect  was,  that  here  and  there  was  room 
For   barren   desert,   fountainless  and   dry. 
To  this  high  mountain  top  the  Tempter  brought  265 

Our  Saviour,  and  new  train  of  words  began. 

"  Well  have  we  speeded,  and  o'er  hill  and  dale. 
Forest  and  field  and  flood,  temples  and  towers. 
Cut  shorter  many  a  league  ;  here  thou  behold'st, 
Assyria,   and   her  empire's  ancient   bounds,  270 

A  raxes  and   the  Caspian  lake;    thence   on 
As  far  as  Indus  east,   Euphrates  west. 


had  oh  beyond  :  to   south   the  Persian  bay, 
And.  inaceeBsible,   the   Arabian   drouth : 
Here    Nineveh,   of  lengUi   within   her  wall 
Several  days'  journey,    built  by    NinuB  old, 
or  that   first  goUen   monarchy    the  seat, 
And    seat  or  Salmanassar,   whose  success 

in    bog   captivity  still  mourns; 
Tliere  Babylon,   Uie   wonder  of  all    tong^ucs, 
As  ancient,   but  rebuilt  by  him   who    twiie 
Judah   and  all  thy   father   David's   house 
Led  captive,  and  Jerusalem   laid   waste. 
Till    Cyrus  set  them   free ;    Persei>oli», 
His  city,  there  thou  seest,  mid  Bactria  there; 
Ecbatana  her  structure    vast  there  shows, 
And    Hecatompylos  her  hundred   gates; 
There   Susa    by   Choaspes,  amber  stream. 
Tlie  drink  of  none  but  kings  ;  of  later  fame. 
Built  by  Emathian    or   by   Partliian  hands, 
Tlie   great  Seleucia,    Nisibia,   and    there 
Artaxaia,  Tercdon,    Cteaiphon, 
Turning,  with  easy  eye,  thou  inay'st  behold. 
All  these  the  Parthian,  now  some  ages  past. 
By   great   Arsaces   led,    who    founded    first 
That  empire,    under  his  dominion   holds, 
Fratn  the  luxurious  kings  of  Antioch  won. 
And  just  in  tmie  thou  com'si  to  have  a  view 
Of  bia  great  power ;  for  now  the  Parthian  king 
In    Ctesiphon    hatli   gather'd   all    his  host 
Agunst  the  Soythion,  whose  incursions  wild 
Have   wasted   Sogiliana ;    to  her  aid 
He  marches  now  in  haate  ;  see,  though  from  Inr, 
His   thousands,    in    what  martial   equipage 
They  issue  forlli,  steel  bows  &  shafts  their  arms. 
Of  eijiial  dread   in    flight,   or   in    pursuit ; 
All  horsemen,  in  which  fight  they  most  excel; 
See  how   in   warlike   muster   they   appear, 
n  rhombs,  and  wedges,  and  half-moons,  and  wings." 
He  look'd,  and  saw  what  numbers  numberless 
The  city  gales  outpour'd,  li^ht-armed  troops 
In    coats   of  mail  and    military   pride : 
In  mail  their  horses  clad,  yet  fleet  and  strong. 
Prancing  their  riders  bore,  till' flower  nnd  choice 
Of  many  provinces    from    bound  to  bound ; 
From   Arachosia,    from   Cnndaor   east, 
And   Margiatia    to   the  Hvrcanian  clifTs 
Of  Caucasus,   and  dark   Iberian   dales; 
From  Airopatio  and  the  neighbouring  plains 
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Of  Adiabene,   Media,  and   the  south  3^0 

Of  Susiana,   to   Balsam's  haven. 

lie  saw  them  in  their  forms  of  battle  rang*d. 

How  qnick  they  wheel'd,  &  flying  beliind  them  shot 

Sharp  sleet  of  arrowy  showers  against  the  ftce 

Of  their  pursuers,  and  overcame  by  flight ;  325 

Tlie  field   all  iron   cast  a  gleaming  brown; 

Nor  wanted  clouds  of  foot,  nor  on  each  bom 

Cuirassiers  all  in   steel   for  standing  fight, 

Chariots,  or  elephants  endors*d  with  towers 

Of  archers  ;    nor   of  labouring   pioneers  880 

A   multitude,  with  spades  and   axes  arm'd 

To  lay  hills  plain,  fell  woods,  or  yalleys  fill 

Or  where   plain  was   raise  hill,  or   overlay 

With  bridges  rivers  proud,  as  with  a  yoke. 

Mules  after  these,  camels  and  dromedaries,  386 

And  waggons,  fraught  with  utensils  of  war. 

Such  forces  met  not,  nor  so   wide  a  camp. 

When  Agrican  with   all  his  northern  powers 

Beseig'd   Albracca,  as   romances  tell. 

The  city  of  Gallaphrone,  from  whence  to  win  840 

The  fairest   of  her   sex   Angelica, 

His  daughter,  sought  by  many  prowest  nights, 

Both  Paynim,  and  the  peers  of  Charlemain. 

Such  and  so    numerous  was  their  chivalry : 

Al  sight  whereof  the  fiend  yet  more  presum'd,  345 

And  to  our  Saviour  thus  his  words  renew'd. 

**  Tliat  thou  mayst  know  I  seek  not  to  engage 
Thy   virtue,   and    not  every   way   secure 
On  no  slight  grounds  thy  safety  ;  hear  and  mark 
To  what  end  I  have  brought  thee  hither,  Sc  shown  350 

All  this  fair  sight :  thy  kingdom,  though  foretold 
By   Prophet   or   by   Angel,   unless   thou 
Endeavour,    as    thy   father    David   did. 
Thou   never   shalt   obtain  ;    prediction   still 
In   all   things,  and  all  men,  supposes  means  ;  355 

Without  means  us'd,  what  it  predicts  revokes. 
But,  say  thou  wert  possessed  of  David's  throne, 
By   free   consent  of  all,   none    opposite, 
Samaritan  or  Jew ;  how  couldst  thou  hope 
Long   to   enjoy   it,   quiet   and    secure,  360 

Between    two   such   enclosing   enemies, 
Roman  and  Parthian  ?    Therefore  one  of  these 
Thou  must  make  sure  thy  own ;  the  Parthian  first 
By    my    advice,   as   nearer,   and   of  late 
Found   able    by   invasion    to   annoy  365 

Thy  country   and  captive  leod  away  her  kings. 
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Antigonus  and   old   Hyrcanus,   bound, 

Maugre  the  Roman  :  it  shall  be  my  task 

To  render  thee  the  Parthian  at  dispose, 

Choose  which  thou  wilt,  by  conquest  or  by  league  :  370 

By  him  thou  shalt  regain,  without  him  not. 

That  which  alone  can  truly  re-install  thee 

In  David's  royal  seat,  his  tnie  successor. 

Deliverance  of  thv  brethren,  those  ten  tribes. 

Whose  otfispring  m  his  territory  yet  serve,  375 

In  flabor,  &  among  the  Medes  dispersed : 

Ten  sons  of  Jacob,  two  of  Joseph,  lost 

Thus  long  from   Israel,  serving,   as  of  old 

Their  fathers  in  the  land  of  Egypt  serv'd, 

This  offer  sets  before  thee  to  deliver.  3S0 

Tliese  if  from  servitude  thou  shalt  restore 

To  their  inheritance,  then,  nor  till  then, 

Thou  on  the  throne  of  David  in  full  glory. 

From  Egypt  to  Euphrates,   and   beyond, 

Shalt  reign,  &  Rome  or  Goesar  not  need  fear."  385 

To  whom  our  Saviour  answered  thus,  unmov'd. 
**  Much  ostentation  vain  of  fleshly  arm 
And  fragile  arms,  much  instrument  of  war, 
Long  in  preparing,  soon  to  nothing  brought, 
Before  mine  eyes  thou  hast  set ;  &  in  my  ear  890 

Vented  much  policy,  and   projects    deep 
Of  enemies,  of  aids,  battles  and   leagues. 
Plausible  to  the  world,  to  me  worth  nought. 
Means  I  must  use,  thou  say'st,  prediction  else 
Will  unpredict,  and  fail  me  of  the  throne  :  395 

My  time,  I  told  thee,  and  that  time  for  thee 
Were  bettjer  farthest  off,  is  not  yet  come : 
When  that  comes,  think  not  thou  to  find  me  slack 
On  my  part  aught  endeavouring,  or  to  need 
Thy  politic  maxims,  or  that  cumbersome  400 

Luggage  of  war  there  shown  me,  argument 
Of  human  weakness  rather  than  of  stiength. 
My  brethren,  as  thou  calFst  them,  those  ten  tribes 
I   must  deUver,   if  I  mean   to   reign 
David's  true  heir,  and  his  full  sceptre  sway  405 

To  just   extent   over  all   Israel's  sons. 
But  whence  to  thee  this  zeal  ?  Where  was  it  then 
For   Israel,   or  for   David,  or  his   throne. 
When  thou  stood'st  up  his  tempter  to  the  pride 
Of  numbering  Israel,  which  cost  the  hves  4 JO 

Of  threescore  and  ten  thousand  Israelites 
By  three  days'  pestilence  ?  Such  was  thy  zeal 
To  Israel  then;  the  same  that  now  to  me! 
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As  for  those  captive  tribes,  themselves  were  they 
Who  wrought  their  own   captivity,  fell  o£P  420 

From  God  to  worship  calves,  the  deities 
Of  Egvpty  Baal  next  and   Ashtaroth, 
And  all  the  idolatries  of  Heathen  round. 
Besides  their  other  worse  than  heath'nish  crimes ; 
Nor   in  the   land  of  their  captivity  425 

Humbled  themselves,  or  penitent  besought 
The  Grod  of  their  forefathers ;  but  so  died 
Impenitent,   and   led   a  race  behind 
Like  to  themselves,  distinguishable  scarce 
From  Gentiles,  but  by  circumcision  vain ;  430 

And  God  with  idols  in  their  worship  join'd. 
Should   I  of  these  the  liberty  regard, 
Who,  freed,  as  to  their  ancient  patrimony, 
Unhumbled,  unrepentant,   unreform'd. 
Headlong  would  foUow ;  &  to  their  Gods,  perhaps^  435 

.  Of  Bethel  &  of  Dan  ?   No  ;  let  them  serve 
Their  enemies,  who  serve  idols  with  God. 
Yet  he  at  length,  time  to  himself  best  known, 
Remembering  Abraham,  by  some  wondrous  call 
May  bring  them  back,  repentant  and  sincere,  440 

Ana  at  their  passing  cleave  the  Assyrian  Hood, 
While  to  their  native  land  with  joy  they  haste ; 
As  the  Red  Sea  and  Jordan  once  he  cleft, 
.  When  to  the  Promised  Land  their  fathers  pass'd  : 
To  his  flue  time  &  providence  I  leave  them."  445  , 

So  spake  Israel's  true  King,  &  to  the  Fiend  : 

Made  answer  meet,  that  made  void  all  his  wiles. 
So  fares  it,  when  with  truth  falsehood  contends. 
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As  for  tliose  capbre  tnbea, ' 
Who  wrought  their  own 
From    God  to  vtorthip  c: 
Of  Egypt,  Baal   next  fti 
And  all  the  idolatriea  of 
Besides  their  other  worse 
Nor    in    the   land   of  t> 
Humbled  themselvea,  o) 
The  God  of  their  foref 
Impenitent,    and   left   - 
like  to  themselves,  di 
Prom  Gentiles,  but  b' 
Anil  God  with  idob  in 
SJiould    I    of  these  t 
Who,  freed,  a«  to  f 
Unhumbled,  nnrepe 
Headlong  would  folk 
Of  Bethd  &  of  Dan 
Tiieir  enemies,  whi 
Yet  he  at  length,  t 
Remembering  Abr 
May  bring  them  b 
And  at  their  passi 
While  to  their  t\} 
As  the  Red  See. 
When  to  the  Pr- 
To  his  due  timi 
So  spake  Isr. 
Made  answer  p 
So  fares  it.wh 
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Perplex'd  and  troubled  at  his  bad  success 
The  Tempter  stood,  nor  had  what  to  reply, 
Discovered  in  his  fraud,  thrown  from  his  nope 
So  oft,  and  the  persuasive    rhetoric 
That  sleek'd  his  tongue,  &  won  so  much  on  Eve,  6 

So  little  here,  nay  lost ;  but  Eve  was  Eve ; 
This  fiaur  his  over-match,  who,  self-deceiv'd 
And  rash,  before-hand  had  no  better  weigh  *d 
The  strength  he  was  to  cope  witli,  or  his  own  : 
But  as  a  man,  who  had  been  matchless  held  10 

In  cunning,  over-reach'd  where  least  he  thought. 
To  salve  his  credit,   and  for  very  spite. 
Still  wUl  be  tempting  him  who  foils  him  still, 
And  never  cease,  though  to  his  shame  the  more ; 
Or  as  a  swarm  of  flies  in  vintage  time,  15 

About  the  wine-press  where  sweet  must  is  pou'**d, 
Beat  off,  returns  as  oft  with  humming  sound 
Or  surging  waves   against   a  solid   rock. 
Though  all  to  shivers  dash'd,  the  assault  renew, 
Vain  battery !  and  in  froth  or  bubbles  end ;  20 

So  Satan,  whom  repulse  upon   repulse 
Met  ever,  and  to  shameful  silence  brought, 
Yet  gives  not  o'er,  though  desperate  of  success. 
And   his  vain   importunity  pursues. 
He  brought  our  Saviour  to  the  western  side  26 

Of  that  high  mountain,  whence  he  might  behold 
Another  plain,  long,  but  in  breadth  not  wide, 
Wash'd  by  the  southern  sea,  and,  on  the  north, 
To  equal  length  back'd  with  a  ridge  of  hills 
That  screen'd  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  &  seats  of  men,  30 

From  cold  Septentrion  blasts ;  thence  in  the  midst 
Divided  by  a  river,  of  whose  banks 
On  each   side  an  imperial  city  stood. 
With  towers  and  temples  proudly  elevate 
On  seven  small  hills,  with  palaces  adom*d,  35 

Porches,  and  theatres,  baths,  aqueducts. 
Statues,  and  trophies,  and  triumphal  arcs 
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Gardens,  &  groves,  presented  to  his  eyei| 

Above  the  highth  of  mountains  interpo8*d  : 

By  what  strange  parallax,  or  optic  skill  40 

Of  vision  y  multiplied  through  air,  or  glass 

Of  telescope,  were  curious  to  inquire: 

And  now  the  Tempter  thus  his  silence  broke. 

"  The  city,  which  thou  seest,  no  other  deem 
Than  great  &  glorious  Rome,  queen  of  the  earth.  45 

So  far  renown'd,  &  with  the  spoils  enrich'd 
Of  nations;    there  the  Capitol  thou  seest. 
Above  the   rest  lifting  his  stately  head 
On   the  Tarpeian   rock,   her  citadel 
Impregnable;   and   there   mount  Palatine,  90 

The  imperial  palace,  compass  huge,  &  high 
The  structure,   skill  of  noblest  architects. 
With  gilded  battlements  conspicuous  far. 
Turrets,  and  terraces,  and  glittering  spires : 
Many   a  fair  edifice  besides,  more  like  55 

Houses  of  Gods,  so  well  I  have  dispos'd 
My  aery  microscope,   thou   may*st  behold. 
Outside  and  inside  both,  pillars  and  roofe, 
Carv'd   work,  the  hand  of  fan^*d  artificers, 
In   cedar,   marble,   ivory,  or  gold.  60 

Tlience  to  the  gates  cast  round  thine  eye,  &  see 
What  conflux  issuing  forth,  or  entering  in; 
PrtBtors,   pro-consuls  to  their  provinces 
Hasting,   or  on   return,   in   robes  of  state, 
Lictors  and  rods,  the  ensigns  of  their  power,  65 

legions  &  cohorts,  turms  of  horse  &  wings  : 
Or   embassies   from   regions   far   remote, 
III   various   habits,   on   the   Appian   road. 
Or  on  the  Emilian ;  some  from  farthest  south, 
Syene,  and  where  the  shadow  both  way  falls,  70 

Meroe,  Nilotic    isle ;    and,  more   to  west, 
The  realm  of  Bocchus  to  the  Black-moor  sea  ; 
From  the  Asian  kings,  &  Parthian  among  these  • 
From  India  and  the  golden  Chersonese, 
And   utmost   Indian    isle  Taprobane,  75 

Dusk  faces  with  white  silken  turbans  wreath'd ; 
From  Gallia,  Gades,  and  the  British  west : 
German'^,  &  Scythians,  &  Sarmatians,  north 
Beyond    Danubius    to   the  Tauric  pool. 
All  nations  now  to  Rome  obedience  pay :  80 

To  Rome's  great  emperor,  whose  wide  domain. 
In    ample   territory,  wealth    and    power. 
Civility   of  manners,    arts   and   arms, 
And  long  renown,  thou  justly  may*st  prefer 
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Before  tne  Parthian.     These  two  tlirones  except,  85 

The  rest  are  barbarous,  &  scarce  worth  the  sight, 

Shar*d  among  petty  kings  too  far  remov'd  ; 

These  having  shown  thee,  I  have  shown  thee  all 

The  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  all  their  glory. 

This  emperor  hath  no  son,  and  now  is  old,  90 

Old  and  lascivious,  and  from  Rome  retir'd 

To  Capree,   an   island  small,   but  strong, 

On  the  Campanian  shore,  with  purpose  there 

His   horrid   lusts  in   private   to   enjoy : 

Committing  to  a   wicked   favourite  95 

All  public  cares,  and  yet  of  him  suspicious  : 

Hated  of  all,  and  hating.     With  what  ease 

Endued   with   regal  virtues,   as  thou   art, 

Appearing,   and   beginning  noble  deeds, 

Might'st  Uiou  expel  this  monster  from  his  throne,  100 

Now  made  a  sty,  and  in  his  place  ascending, 

A  victor  people  free  from  servile  yoke! 

And  with  my  help  thou  may*st ;  to  me  the  power 

Is  given,  and  by  that  right  I  give  it  thee. 

Aim  therefore  at  no  less  than  all  the   world ;  105 

Aim  at  the  highest :  without  the  highest  attuin'd, 

Wm  be   for  thee  no    sitting,  or   not  long, 

On  David's  throne,  be  prophesied  what  will." 

To  whom  the  Son  of  God,  unmov'd,  replied. 
'*  Nor  doth  tliis  grandeur  and  majestic  show  WQ 

Of  luxury,  though  call'd  magnificence. 
More  than  of  arms  before,  allure  mine  eye, 
Much  less  my  mind;  thotigh  thou  should 'st  add  to  tell 
Theii  sumptuous  gluttonies,  &  gorgeous  feasts 
On   citron   tables  or  Atlantic   stone,  115 

For  I  have  also  heard,  perhaps  liave  read, 
Hieir  wines  of  Setia,  Cales,   and  Falerne. 
Chios  &  Crete,  and  how  they  quaff  in  gold. 
Crystal,  &  myrrhine  cups,  emboss 'd  with  gems 
And  studs  of  pearl ;  to  me  should 'st  tell,  who  thirst  1 20 

And  hunger  still.  Tlien  embassies  thou  show*st 
From  nations  far  and  ni?h  :  what  honour  that, 
But  tedious  waste  of  time,  to  sit  and  hear 
So  many  hollow  compliments  and   lies, 
Outlandish  flatteries  ?  Then  proceed'st  to  talk  1 25 

Of  the   emperor,   how  easily  subdued, 
How  gloriously:    I  shull,  thou  sny'st,  expel 
A  brutish   monster;  what   if  I    withal 
Expel  a  Devil  who  first  made  him  such  ? 
Let  his  tormentor  conscience  find  him  out;  130 

For   him  I    was   not   sent :  nor  yet  to  firce 

Y 
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Thai  people,  victor  once,  now  vile  and  baae ; 
Deservedly  matte  vassal;    wlio,  once  just, 
Fru^l  Si  mild,  8t  temperate,  conquer'd  well, 
But  govern   ill   the   netiong  under  yoke. 
Peeling  their  piovinces,    exhausted   all 
By  luA  and  rapine ;  tirst  ankbitious  grown 
Ol'  triumph,    that   insulting   vanity: 
Then  cruel,  by  their  sports  lo  blood  imu'd. 
Of  fighting  beasts,  &  men  to  beasts  expos'd!' 
Luxurious  by  their  weallh,  &  greedier  «i!l,i 
And   from  the  daily   scene   efleininate. 
MHiat  wise  &  vaUant  man  would  seek  to  freeii 
These,  tlius  degenerate,  by  themselves  enslav'd 
Or  could  of  inward  slaves  make  outward  free?'' 
Know  therefore,  when  my  season  comes  to  situ 
On  David's  throne,  it  shall  be  hke  a  tree  > 
Spreading  and  overshadowing  all  the  earth  ;     ■ 
Or  as  a  stone,  that  shall  to  pieces  dash 
All  monarchies  besides  throughout  the  world  :  i 
And  of  my  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end : ' 
Means  thereshallbeto  this;  but  what  the  meat ' 
Is   not  for  thee  to  know,  not  me  to    tell." 

To  whom  the  Tempter,  impudent,  rephed. 
"  I  see  all  otfers  made  by  nie  how  alight  ' 
Thou  vainest,  because  offtr'd,  and  reject'st : 
Nothing  will  pleaee  the  difficult  and  nice. 
Or  nothing  more  than  still  to  contradict] 
On  the  other  side  know  also  thou,  that  1 
On  what   1  offer  ut  as  high  esteem. 
Nor  what  I  part  with  mean  to  give  for  nougltt;: 
All  these,  which  in  a  moment  thou  ^lehold'at,  ■*! 
l^e  kingdoms  of  the  world,  Ui  tliea  1  give. 
For,  given  to  me,  1  give  lo  whom  1   please, 
No  trifle;  yet  with  this  reserve,  not  ebe. 
On  this  condition,  if  thou  will  faJI  down, 
And   worship  me  as  thy  superior  lord. 
Easily   done,  and    hold  them   all  of  me: 
For  what  can  less  so  great  a  gift  deserve  V 

Whom  thus  our  Saviour  answer'd  tvith 
"  I  never  lik'd  thy  tnik,  tliy  offen  leu : 
Now  both  abhor,  since  thou  hast  dar'd  to  uttet 
The  abominable  terms,  impious  condition;  ->i 
But  1  endure  the  time,  till  which  erpir'd  'i 
Thou  hast  permission  on  me.  It  is  written,  . 
The  first  of  all  command  merits.  '  'Hiou  shaltvoa 
Tlie  Lord  thy  Ood,  aud  only  liioi  shall  verve  i'. 
And  (Inr'st  thott  to  thp  Son  of  God  piopp'ind  ji 
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To  wonhip  thee  accurs'd  ?  now  mote  accurs'd 
For  this  attempt,  bolder  than  that  on  Eve, 
And  mote  blasphemous;  which  expect  to  tue. 
The  kingdoma  of  the  world  to  thee  were  given  ? 
Permitted   rathet,   and    by   thee   usurp'd ; 
Other   donation  none   thou   canst   produce. 
[f  given,  by  whom  but  by  the  King  of  kings, 
God  ovet  all  supteme?    If  given  to  tliee, 
By    thee   bow    fairly    is   the   Givet    now 
Repaid !    But  gratitude  in   thee   b   lost 
Long  since,  Wert  thou  so  void  of  fear  or  shame. 
As   offer  them   to   me,   the   Son    of  God? 
To   me   my  own,   on   such    abhotred    pact. 
That  1  fall  down  and  worship  thee  as  God  ? 


Get  thee  behind  me ;  plain  thou  n 


That   Evil   one,   Satan   for  ever  damnd." 

To  whom  the  Fiend,  with  fear  ;iba«h*d,  replied. 
"  Be  not  so  sore  offended.  Son  of  God, 
Though  Sons  of  Ood  both  Angels  are  &  Men. 
If  (,    to  try    whether  in    higher  sort 
Than  these  thou  bear'st  that  title,  have  propos'd 
What  both  from  Meii  and  Angels  I   receive, 
Tetrarchs  of  fire,  air,  flood,  and  on  llie  earth, 
Nations  beside  from  all  the  qoarter'd  winds. 
God  of  this  world  invok'd,  and  world  beneath  : 
Who  then  thou  art,  whose  coining  is  foretold 
To   me  most  fatal,  me  it  most  concerns ; 
The    trial  hath    indamag'd   tUee  no  way. 
Rather  more  honour  left  and  moj«  esteem  ; 
Me  nought  advantag'd,  missing  what  1  atm'd. 
Therefore   let  pass,  as  they  are  transitory. 
The  kiogdams  of  this  world  :  I  Khali  no  more 
Advise  thee  ;  gain  them  as  thou  canst,  or  not. 
And  thou  thyself  secm'st  otherwise  inctin'd 
Than  to  a  worldly  crown  ;  addicted  more 
To  contemplation  und  profound  dispute. 
As  by  that  early  action  may  be  judg'd. 
When,  shpping  from  thy  mother's  eye,  ihou  went'st 
Alone  into  the  temple,  there  wast   found 
Among  the   gravest  Rabbies,  disputant 
On  points  and  quesUons  fitting  Moses'  chair. 
Teaching,  not  taught  The  childhood  shows  the  man. 
As  morning  shows  the  day  :  be  famous  then 
By   wisdom :    as  tliy  empire   must    extend. 
So   let   extend    thy    mind   o'er   all   Uie  world 
in  knowledge,  all  things   in  it  comprehend. 
All  knowledge  is  not  couch'd  in  Moses'  law. 
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The  Pentateuch,  or  what  the  Prophets  wrote ; 

The  Greiitiles  also  know,  and  write,  and  teacli 

To  admiration,   led   by   Nature's  light. 

And  with  the  Gentiles  much  thou  must  conyerse. 

Ruling  them  by  persuasion,  as  thou  mean'st ;  280 

Without  their  learning,  how  wilt  thou  with  them, 

Or  they  with  thee,  hold  conversation   meet? 

How  wilt  thou  reason  with  them,  how  refute 

Their  idolisms,   traditions,   paradoxes? 

Error  by  his  own  arms   is  best  evinc'd.  285 

Look  once  more,  ere  we  leave  this  specular  mount, 

Westward,  much  nearer  by  southwest,  behold ; 

Where  on  the  ^gean  shore  a  city  stands, 

Built  nobly,  pure  the  air,  and  light  the  soil ; 

Athens,  the  eye  of  Greece,  mother  of  arts  240 

And  eloquence,   native  to  famous  wits 

Or  hospitable,   in  her  sweet  recess, 

City  or  suburban,  studious  walks  and  shades. 

See  there  the  olive  grove  of  Academe, 

Plato's   retirement,   where   the  Attic  bird  245 

Trills  her  thick-warbled  notes  the  summer  long ; 

There  flowery  hill  Hymettus,  with  the  sound 

Of  bees'   industrious  murmur,   oft   invites 

To  studious   musing ;  there  Ilissus  rolls 

His  whispering  strean) :  within  the  walls,  then  view  250 

The  schools  of  ancient  sages ;  his,  who  bred 

Great    Alexander    to    subdue   the   world, 

Lyceum    there,    and    painted   Stoa   next : 

There  slialt  thou  hear  <&  learn  the  secret  power 

Of  harmony,   in    tones   and   numbers  hit  255 

By  voice  or  hand  ;  and  various-measur'd  verse, 

^olian    charms   and    Dorian    lyric   odes, 

And  his,  who  gave  them  breath,  but  higher  sung 

Blind    Melesigenes,    tlience   Homer   call'd, 

Whose  poem  Phoebus  challeng'd  for  his  own  ;  260 

Thence  what  the  lofty  grave  tragedians  taught 

In    Chorus   or   Iambic,    teachers   best 

Of   moral    prudence,  with    delight    received 

In  brief  sententious  precepts,  while  they  treat 

Of  fate,  and  chance,  and  change  in  human  life,  '265 

High  actions  and  higii  passions  best  describing : 

Thence    to   the   famous   orators   repair, 

Tliose    ancient,    whose    resistless    eloquence 

Wielded    at   will    that   fierce   democraty, 

Shook  th*  arsenal,  and  fulminM  over  Greece  270 

To   Macedon   and    Artaxcrxes'   throne : 

To   sage   Philosophy   next    lend   thine   ear, 
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From  Heaven  descended  to  the  low-roofd  house 

Of  Socrates ;    see  there  his  tenement, 

Whom  well  inspir'd  the  oracle   pronounc'd  275  i 

Wisest  of  men  ;  from  wliose  mouth  issued  fortli  ! 

Mellifluous  streams,  that  water'd  all  the  schools  i 

Of  Academics  old  and  new,  with  those  { 

Smnam'd  Peripatetics,  and   the  sect 

Epicurean,  and   the  Stoic  severe;  280 

These  here  revolve,  or,  as  thou  lik*st,  at  home. 

Till  time  mature  thee  to  a  kingdom's  weight ; 

These  rules  will  render  thee  a  king  complete 

Within  thyself,  much  more  with  empire  join'd.** 

To  whom  our  Saviour  sagely  thus  replied.  2S5 

'*  Think  not  but  that  I  know  these  things,  or  think 
I  know  them  not ;  not  therefore  am  I  short 
Of  knowing  what  I  ought :  he,  who  receives 
light  from  above,  from  the  fountain  of  light. 
No  other  doctrine  needs,  though  granted  true ;  290 

But  these  are  falsie,  or  little  else  but  dreams, 
Conjectures,  fancies,  built  on  nothing  firm. 
The  first  and  wisest  of  them   all  profess'd 
To  know  this  only,  that  he  nothing  knew ; 
The  next  to  fabhng  fell,  and  smooth  conceits ;  295 

A  third  sort  doubted  all  things,  though  plain  sense; 
Others  in   virtue  plac'd  felicity,  ' 

But  virtue  join'd  with  riches  and  long  life ; 
In  cx>rporal  pleasure  he,  and  careless  ease ;  I 

The   Stoic  last  in   philosophic   pride,  300  ! 

By  him  call'd  virtue  ;  and  his  virtuous  man,  \ 

Wise,  perfect  in  himself,  and  all-possessing 
Equal  to  God,  oft   shames   not    to    prefer, 
As    fearing  God    nor   man,  contemning  all 
Wealth,  pleasure,  pain,  or  torment,  death  and  life,  305 

Which,  when  he  lists,  he  leaves,  or  boasts  he  can, 
For   all   his   tedious    talk    is   but  vain  boast, 
Or  subtle  shifts  conviction   to   evade. 
Alas!  what  can  they  teach,  and  not  mislead. 
Ignorant  of  themselves,  of  God  much  more,  310 

And  how  the  world  began,  and  how  man  fell 
Degraded  by  himself,  on  grace  depending? 
Much  of  the  soul  they  talk,  but  all  awry. 
And  in  themselves  seek  virtue.  &  to  themselves 
411  glory   arrogate,   to   God    give   none;  315 

Rather   accuse   him   under   usual   names. 
Fortune   and   Fate,   as   one   regardless   quite 
Of  mortal  things.    Who  therefore  seeks  in  these 
TVue  wisdom,  finds  her  not;  or,  by  delusion, 
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Far  worse,  her  false  resemblance  only  meets  830 

An   empty   cloud.      However,   many   books. 

Wise  men  have  said,  are  wearisome;  who  reads 

Incessantly,   and  to  his   reading  brings   not 

A  spirit  and  judgment  equal  or  superior. 

And  what  he  brings  what  needs  he  elscwnere  seek  ?  '8S5 

Uncertain   and   unsettled   still   remains. 

Deep  vers'd  in  books,  and  shallow  in  himself. 

Crude  or   intoxicate,   collecting  toys 

And  trifles  for  choice  matters,  worth  a  sponge ; 

As  children  gathenng  pebbles  on  the  shore.  330 

Or,   if  I   would   delight   my   private  hours 

With  music  or  with  poem,  where,  so  soon 

As   in   our  native  language,  can   I  find 

That  solace  ?     All  our  law  and  story  strew'd 

With  hymns,  our  pslams  with  artful  terms  inscribed,  335 

Our  Hebrew  songs  and  harps,  in  Babylon 

That  pleas'd  so  well  our  victors*  ear,  declare 

That  rather  Greece  from  us  these  arts  deriv'd  ; 

III   imitated,   while   they   loudest  sing 

The   vices   of  their  deities,  and   their   own,  340 

In   fable,    hymn,    or  song,    so   personating 

Tlieir  gods  ridiculous,  &  themselves  past  shame. 

Remove  their  swelling  epitliets,  thick  laid 

As   varnish   on    a  harlots   cheek,   the  rest. 

Thin   sown   with   aught  of  profit  or  delight,  345 

Will   far   be   found    unworthy   to   compare 

With  Sion's  songs,  to  all  true  tastes  excelling, 

Where  God  is  praised  aright,  and  godlike  men^ 

The   Holiest  of  Holies,   and   his  saints, 

Such  are  from  God  inspired,  not  such  from  thee,  350 

Unless   where  moral   virtue   is  express'd 

By   light   of  nature,    not   in   all  quite  lost. 

Tlieir  orators  thou   then  extoll'st,  as  those 

The   top  of  eloquence;    statists   indeed, 

And  lovers  of  their  country,  as   may  seem ;  356 

But   herein    to   our   prophets   far    beneath. 

As  men  divinely  taught,  and  better  teaching 

The   solid    rules  of  civil   government, 

In    their   majestic   unaffected   style. 

Than  all  th'  oratory  of  Greece  and  Rome.  360 

jh  them  is  plainest  taught,  and  easiest  learnt. 

What  makes  a  nation  happy,  and  keeps  it  so, 

What  ruins  kingdoms,  and  lays  cities  flat ; 

These  only  with  our  law  best  form  a  king/* 

So  spake  the  Son  of  God ;  but  Satan,  now  365 

Quite  at  a  loss,  for  all  his  darts  were  spent, 
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Thus  to  our  Saviour  with  stern  brow  replied. 

'*  Since  neither  wealth  nor  honour,  arms,  nor  arts, 
Kingdom  nor  empire  pleases  thee,  nor  aught 
By  me  propos'd  in   life  contemplative 
Or  active,   tended  on   by   glory   or  fame, 
What  dost  thou  in  this  world  ?  The  wilderness 
For  thee  is  fittest  place ;  I  found  thee  there. 
And  thither  will  return  thee ;  yet  remember 
What  I  foretel  thee,  soon  thou  shalt  have  cause 
To  wish  thou  never  hadst  rejected,   thus 
Nicely  or  cautiously,  my  offered   aid. 
Which  would  have  set  thee  in  short  time  with  ease 
On  David's  throne,  or  throne  of  all  the  world, 
Now  at  full  age,  fVilness  of  time,  thy  season, 
When  prophecies  of  thee  are  best  fulfill'd 
Now  contrary,  if  I  read  aught  in  Heaven, 
Or  Heaven  write  aught  of  fate,  by  what  the  stars 
Voluminous,   or  single  characters. 
In  their  conjunction  met,  give  me  to  spell. 
Sorrows,  and  labours,  opposition,  hate 
Attend  thee,  scorns,  reproaches,   injuries. 
Violence  and  stripes,  and  lastly  cruel  death ; 
A  kingdom  they  portend  thee,  but  what  kingdom 
Real  or  allegoric,   I   discern   not; 
Nor  when ;  eternal  sure,  as  without  end, 
Without  beginning;  for  no  date  prefix'd 
Directs  me  in  the  starry  rubric  set." 

So  saying  he  took,  for  still  he  knew  his  power 
Not  yet  expir'd,  and  to  the  wilderness 
Brought  back  the  Son  of  Gk)d,  &  left  him  there, 
Feig^in?  to  disappear.     Darkness  now  rose. 
As  day-Tight  sunk,  &  brought  in  lowering  night 
Her  shadowy  ofispring ;   unsubstantial  both. 
Privation  mere  of  light  and   absent  day. 
Our  Saviour  meek,  &  with  untroubled  mind 
After  his  aery  jaunt,  though   hurried  sore. 
Hungry  and  cold,  betook  him  to  his   rest. 
Wherever  under  some  concourse  of  shades. 
Whose  branching  arms  thick  intertwin'd  might  shield 
From  dews  &  damps  of  night  his  shelter'd  head ; 
But,  shelter'd,  slept  in  vain  :  for  at  his  head 
The  Tempter  watched,  &  soon  with  ugly  dreams 
Disturb'd  his  sleep.     And  either  tropic  now 
'Gan  thunder,  &  both  ends  of  Heaven ;  the  clouds, 
From  many  a  horrid  rift,  abortive  pour'd 
Fierce  rain  with  lightning  mix'd,  water  with  fire 
III   rnin   reconciPd:    nor  slept  the  winds 
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Within  their  stony  caves,  but  rushed  abroad 
From  the  four  hinges  of  the  world,  and  fell  41  ^ 

On  the  vex'd  wilderness,  whose  tallest  pines, 
Though  rooted  deep  as  high,  &  sturdiest  oaks, 
Bow'd  their  stiiF  necks,  loadcn  with  stormy  blasts. 
Or  torn  up  sheer.  Ill  wast  thou  shrouded  then, 
O  patient  Son  of  God,  yet  only  stood*st  430 

Unshaken  !  nor  yet  staid  the  terror  there : 
Infernal  ghosts  and  hellish  furies  round 
Environed  thee,  some  howl'd,  some  yell'd,  some  sfariek'd. 
Some  bent  at  thee  their  fiery  darts,  while  thou 
Sat'st  unappaird  in  calm  and  sinless  peace  !  425 

Thus  passed  the  night  so  foul,  till  morning  fair 
Came  forth,  with  pilgrim  steps,  in  amice  grey  ; 
Who  with  her  radiant  finger  still'd  the  roar 
Of  thunder,  chas'd  the  clouds,  &  laid  the  winds,  / 

And  grissly  spectres,  which  the  fiend  had  rais'd  430 

To  tempt  the  Son  of  God  with  terrors  dire. 
But  now  the  sun  with  more  effectual  beams 
Had  cheered  the  face  of  earth,  &  dried  the  wet 
From  drooping  plant,  or  dropping  tree  ;  the  birds. 
Who  all  things  now  beheld  more  fresh  &  green,  435 

After   a   night   of  storm   so   ruinous. 
Cleared  up  their  choicest  notes  in  busli  &  spray. 
To   gnitulate    the  sweet   return   of  morn. 
Nor  yet,  amidst  this  joy  &  brightest  morn. 
Was  absent,  after  all    his  mischief  done,  440 

The  Prince  of  Darkness ;  glad  would  ako  seem 
Of  this  fair  chaujjje,  and  to  our  Saviour  came  ; 
y^et  with  no  new  device  (they  all  were  spent), 
llather   by  this   his  last  affront  resolv'd, 
Desperate  of  better  course,  to  vent  his  rage  445 

And   mad  despite    to    be  so  oft    repcUM. 
Him  walking  on  a  sunny    hill  he    fomid, 
Back'd  on  the  north  &  west  by  a  thick  wood  ; 
)ut  of  the  wood  he  starts  in  wonted  shape. 
And   in  a  carelei#  mood  thus  to  him  said.  450 

**  Fair  morning  yet  betides  thee,  Son  of  God, 
After   a  dismal  niglit :    I  heard  the  wrack, 
As  earth  and  sky  would  min<;le ;   but  myself 
Was  distant;  &  these  flaws,  though  mortals  fear  tliem 
As  dangerous  to  the  [)illar*d  frame  of  Heaven,  45;* 

Or  to  the  earth's  dark  basis  underneath, 
Are   to   the    main  as    inconsiderable 
And  harmless,  if  not  wholesome,  as  •  sneeze 
To  man's  less  universe,  and  soon  are  gone ; 
Yet,  as  being  ofttimes  noxious  where  they  light  460 


On  man,  beast,  plant,  wasteful  aiiU  turbulent, 
Like  turbulences   in  tlie   affairs   of  men. 
Over  whose  hends  tkey  roar,  aod  seem  to  point, 
Tlify    oH  foieoigniiy   and   threaten   ill: 
This  tempest  m  this  desert  most  was  bent ; 
Of  men  at  iliee,  for  only  ihmi  here  dweli'st. 
Did  1  not  tell  thee,  if  thou  didst  reject 
The  perlecl  reason  ofier'd  nitti  my  aid 
To  win  thy  destin'd  sent,  but  wilt  pi-olong 
All  to  tliu  push  of  fdle,  pursue  tliy  way 
Of  gaining  David's  tlnone.  no  man  Icnows  when, 
For  both  the  when  &  how  is  no  where  told  t 
TLou  shall  be  what  thou  art  ordainM,  no  douW  i 
For  Angels  have  proclaim'd  it,  but  eoncealing 
The  time  &  meiuis.  Each  act  is  rigbilient  done. 
Not  when  it  must,  but  when  it  may  be  besi : 
If  iJioii  observe  not  this,    be  sure  to   tind, 
Whnt    I    foretold   tliee,    many   a   hard  esaay 
Of  dangere,   aitd   adversities,   and   pains, 
£re    thou   of  Israel's   sceptre   get   fast   hold : 
Whereof  tliix ominous  night,  that  clos'd  thee  round, 
S«  many   terrors,   voices,   prodigies, 
hay  warn  thee,  as  a  sure  foregoing  sign." 

So  talk'd  ho,  while  the  Son  of  God  went  on 
And  staid  not,  but  in  brief  him  answer 'd  thns-. 

"  Me  worse  than  wet  thou  tind '»l  not;  oilier  harm 
K  terrors,  which  tliou  spenW'si  of,  did  mc  none  ; 
I  never  learM  lliey  could,  though  noising  loud 
And  threatening  nigh  :  whnt  tlicy  can  do,  as  signs 
Mtokening,  or    ill  boding,    I    contemn 
^li  false  portents,  not  sent  from  God,  but  llico  ; 
Who.  knowing  I  shall  reign  past  Ihy  preventing, 
Obtrud'st  tliy  offer'd  aid,  thai  I,  accepting. 
At  least  might  seem  to  hold  all  power  of  thee. 
Ambitious  spirit!  &  wouldst  be  thought  my  God  ; 
And  storm 'st  reiiis'd,  thinking  to  terrify 
He  to  thy  will !  desist,  lliou  art  discem'd. 
And  toil'st  iu  vain,  nor  me  in  vnin  molest." 

To  whom  the  liend,  now  swoln  with  rage,  replied  : 
'  Them  hear,  O  Son  of  David.  Virgin-bom, 
Por  Son  of  God  to  me  is  yet  in  doubt; 

r  the  Messiah  1  hail  heard  foretold 
Sy  nil  the  prophets  ;  of  thy  birth  al  lenglii, 
tnnounc'd  by  Gabriel,  with  the  6rst  I  knew, 
ind  of  tlie  angelic  song  in  Bethlehem  field, 
y  birth-night  that  sung  thee  Saviour  born. 
Uutt  tiuMfdeldoin  have  lcea»'d  4o  sy«  -    ^  -  - 


Tliy  infcmcy,  thy  childhood,  and  thy  youth, 
Tliy  manhood  last,  though  yet  in  private  bred ; 
Till   at   the   foid   of  Jordan,   whither   ail 
Flock  to   the  Baptist,  t,  amon^  the  rest. 
Though  not  to  be  baptiz'd,  by  voice  from  Hearen 
Heard  thee  pronount'd  the  Son  of  God  belov'd, 
Tlieiieeibrth  1  itiought  thee  worlli  my  nearer  view 
And  narrower  scrutiny,  that  I  might  leain 
[n  whut  degree  or  meaniDg  thou  art  call'd 
The  Son  of  God ;  which  bears  no  single  sense. 
The  son    of  God  I    also   am,   or  was; 
And    if  1    was,    I   am:    relation  stands; 
All  men  are  sons  of  God ;  yet  thee  1  thought 
In  some   respect  far  higher  so   declar'd : 
Therefore  I  watch'd  thy  footsteps  from  that  hoar. 
And  follow 'd  thee  still  on  to  this  waste  wild  ; 
Where,  by  all  best  oonjectures,  I  collect 
riiou  art  to  be  my   fatal  enemy: 
Good  reason  tlieti.  if  I  beforehand  seek 
To   understand   my   advei^r*,   who 
And  what  he  is  ;  Ilia  wisdom,  power,  tnlenl ; 
By  pari  or  composition,  truce  or  league. 
To  win  him,  or  win  from  him  what  I  can  : 
And   opportunity   1   here   have   had 
To  try  tliee,  sift  tbee,  &  confess  have  found  tliee 
Proof  against  all  temptation,  as  a  rtjck 
Of  adamant,    and,    as   a  centre,    firm ; 
To  tlie  utmost  of  mere  man  both  wise  &  good. 
Not  more ;  for  honours,  riches,  kingdoms,  glory, 
Have  been  before  contemn'd,  and  may  again. 
Therefore,  to  know  what  more  ihou  art  than  man. 
Worth  naming  Son  of  God  by  voice  IVom  Heaven, 
Anothei  method  I   must   now  begin." 

So  saying  he  caught  him  up,  &,  without  wing 
Of  hippogrif,   bore  through  the  air  sublime, 
Ovt'i   the    wilderness  and   o'er   the    pinin, 
'nil  underneath   them    fair  Jerusalem, 
The   holy   city,   hfled  high   her   lowers. 
And  higher  yet  the  glorious  temple  rear'd 
Her  pile,  far  off  appearing  like  a  mount 
Of  alabacter,    topt  with    golden   spires : 
Tliere,   on   the   highest   pinnacle,    ne  set 
The  Son  of  God  ;  and  added  thus  in  scorn. 

"There  stand,  if  thou  wilt  stand;  to  stand  upright 
Will  ask  thee  skill ;  I  to  thy  fiither's  house 
Have  brought  thee,  Sc  highest  plac'd ;  highest  is  best : 
Now  sliow  thy  progeny ;    if  not  to  stand. 
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diyseir  down  ;  aafelv,  if  Son  of  God  : 
t  ts  written,  '  He  will  give  connnand 
Concernbg  thee  to  his  angeU,  in  their  handa 
ITbey  shall  up  lift  thee,  lest   ai  any  time 
Thou  chance  to  dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone.' " 

To  whom  thus  Jesus  :  "  Also  it  is  written 
Tempt  not  the  Lord  thy  God.'"  He  said,  &  stood. 
But  Satan,  smitten  with  amazemeat,  fell. 
As  when  Earth's  son,  AntiEUS,  to  compare 
Small  things  with  greatest,  in  Irassa  strove 
With  .love's  Alcides,  and  oft  foil'il,  still  ro»?, 
iReceiving  from  his  mother  Earth  new  streiigili, 
Fresh  Trom  bis  fall,  and  fiercer  grapple  juin'd, 
Tliroltled  at  leng:th  in  th'  air,  expir'd  and  fell ; 
So,  after  many  a  foil,  the  tempter  proud. 
Renewing  fresh  as^ults,  amidst  his  pride. 
Fell  whence  he  stood  to  see  his  victor  fall : 
And  as  that  Tbeban  monster,  that  propos'd 

riddle,  and  him  who  solv'd  it  not  devour'd, 
That  once  found  out  and  solv'd,  for  grief  and  sjiile 
Cast  herself  headlong  from  th'  Isnienian  steep ; 
80,  struck  with  dread  and  anguish,  iell  the  fiend, 
vAnd  to  his  crew,  that  aut  consulting,  brought 
(Joyless  triumphals  of  his  hop'd  success). 
Ruin,   and   desperation,   and  dismay. 
Who  durst  so  proudly  tempt  the  Son  ol  God. 
So  S'dlan  fell :    and  straight  a  fiery  globe 
Of  An^U  on   full  sail  of  wing  flew  nigh. 
Who  on  their  plumy  vans  receiv'd  him  soft 
From  his   uneasy   station,   and   upbore, 
As  on  a  floating  couch,  through  the  blithe  air ; 
Then,    in   a   flowery  valley,  set   him   down 
On  a  green  bank,  and  set  before  him  spread 
A    table   of  celestial   food,   divine 
Ambrosial  fruits,  fetch'd  from  the  tree  of  life. 
And,  from  the  fount  of  life,  ambrosial  drink, 
Tlial  soon  refresh'd  him  wearied,  and  repair'd 
What  hunger,  if  aughl  hunger,  had  impair'd, 
)t  thirst ;    and,  as  he  fed,  angelic  quires 
Sung  heavenly  anthems   of  his  victory 
Over  temptation  and  the  Tempter  proud. 

"  True  image  of  the  Father ;  whether  thron'd 
In   the  bosom  of  bliM,   and  light  of  light 
iConceiving,  or,  remote  firom  Heaven,  enshrin'd 
In   fleshly  tabernacle,   and    human  form, 
Wandering  the  wilderness  ;  whatever  place, 
Hal^t,  or  slate,  or  motion,  still  expressing 
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Tiie  Son  of  God,  with  godlike  force  endued 

Against  the  attempter  of  thy  Father's  throne, 

And  thief  of  Paradise !  him  long  of  old 

Thou  didst  debel,  and  down  from  Heaven  cast  BOS 

With  all  his  army ;  now  thou  hast  aveng'd 

Supplanted   Adam,   and,   by   vanquishing 

Temptation,   hast  regain'd   lost   Paradise, 

And  frustrated  the  conquest  fraudulent. 

He  never  more  henceforth  will  dare  set  foot  610 

In  Paradise  to  tempt ;  his  snares  are  broke ; 

For,  tliough  that  seat  of  earthly  bliss  be  ikiFd, 

A   fairer  Paradise  is  founded   now 

For  Adam  and  his  chosen  sons,  whom  thou, 

A  Saviour,   art  come  down   to  reinstall,  615 

Where  they  shall  dwell  secure,  when  time  shall  be, 

Of  tempter  and  temptation   without  fear. 

But  thou,  infernal  Serpent!  shalt  not  long 

Rule  in   the  clouds;   like  an  autumnal  star, 

Or  lightning,  thou  shall  fall  from  Heaven ,  trod  down      '       620 

Under  his  feet :  for  proof,  ere  this  thou  feel'st 

Thy  wound,  yet  not  thy  last  &  deadliest  wound. 

By  this  repulse  receiv'd,  and  hold'st  in  Hell 

No  triumph  :  in  all  her  gates  Abaddon  rues 

Tliy  bold  attempt.     Hereafter  learn  with  awe  625 

To  dread  the  Son  of  God :  he,  all  unarmed, 

Shall  chase  thee,  with  the  terror  of  his  voice, 

From  thy  demoniac  holds,   possession  foul, 

Thee  and  thy  legions ;  yelling  they  shall  fly, 

And  beg  to  hide  tliem   in  a  herd  of  swine,  630 

Lest  he  command  them  down  into  the  deep, 

Bound,  and  to  torment  sent  before  their  time. 

Hail,  Son  of  the  Most  Hig:h,  heir  of  both  worlds, 

Queller   of  Satan  !    on    thy    glorious    work, 

Now   enter;    and    beo:in    to   save   mankind."  <>-^«^ 

Thus  they  the  Son  of  God,  our  Saviour  mock. 
Sung  victor,  and,  from  heavenly  feast  refresh'd, 
Brought  on  his  way  with  joy ;  he,  unobserv'd, 
Home  to  his  mother's  house  private  return'd. 


THE    END    OF    PARAIUSE    IlEGAINRD, 


SAMSON    AGONI8TJ3S. 


DRAMATIC    POEM 


Tragoedia  est  imitatio  actiotiis  sens,  &e.  per  miiericordiam  et 
metum  perficiens  talium  afTectuum  lastrationem. 


OF   THAT 

SORT   OF   DRAMATIC   POEM' 


TRAGEDY. 


Tkaoedy,  as  it  was  anciently  compoied,  huth  been 
ever  held  the  gravest,  mornleat,  and  most  profitable 
of  all  other  poems  :  therefore  said  by  Aristotle  to  be 
of  power,  by  raising  pity  and  fear,  or  terror,  to  purge 
the  mind  of  those  and  such  like  passions ;  thut  is,  to 
temper  and  reduce  them  to  just  measure  with  a  Ifinil 
of  dehght,  stirted  up  by  residing  or  seeing  those  pas- 
sions well  imitated.  Nor  is  Nature  wanting  in  her 
own  efiecta  to  make  good  his  assertion;  for  so,  in 
phync,  ihinga  of  melancholy  hue  and  quality  are 
used  against  melancholy,  sour  against  sour,  salt  lo 
remove  salt  humours.  Hence  philosophers  and  other 
gravest  writers,  as  Cicero,  Plutarch,  and  others,  fre- 
quently cite  out  of  tragic  poet3,  both  to  adorn  and 
illustrate  their  diseourae.  The  apostle  Paul  himself 
thought  it  not  unworthy  to  insert  a  verse  of  Euripides 
into  the  text  of  Holy  Scripture,  1  Cor.  sv.  33  ;  and 
Paneus,  commenting  on  tnc  RevelaUon,  divides  the 
whole  book  as  a  tragedy,  into  acts  distinguished 
each  by  chorus  of  heavenly  harpings  and  song 
between.  Heretofore  men  in  highest  dignity  have 
laboured  not  a  liitli?  lo  be  thought  able  to  compose  a 
tragedy.  Of  that  honour  Dionysiua  the  elder  was 
no  less  ambitious,  tlian  before  of  his  attsining  to  the 
tyranny.  Augustus  Cseaar  also  had  begun  hi3  Ajax, 
but,  unable  to  please  his  own  judgment  with  whnt 
he  had  begun,  left  it  unfinished.  Senecn,  the  philo- 
sopher, is  by  some  thought  the  author  of  those 
tragedies  (at  least  the  best  of  them)  that  go  under 
that  name.  Gregory  Nazdanzen,  a  Father  of  the 
Church,  thought  it  not  unbeseeming  the  sanctity  or 
his   person   to   write   a   tragedy   which    is   entitled 
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**  Christ  Suffering."  This  is  mentioned  to  vindicate 
tragedy  from  the  small  esteem,  or  rather  infamy, 
which  in  the  account  of  many  it  undergoes  at  this 
day  with  other  common  interludes:  happening 
through  the  poet's  error  of  intermixing  comic  stuff 
with  tragic  sadness  and  gravity;  or  introducing 
trivial  and  vulgar  persons,  which  by  all  judicious  hath 
been  counted  absurd  and  brought  in  without  dis- 
cretioti,  corruptly  to  gratify  the  people.  And  though 
Ancient  Tragedy  use  no  prologue,  yet  usiiig  some- 
times, in  case  of  self-defence,  or  explanation,  that 
which  Martial  calls  an  epistle.  In  behalf  of  this 
tragedy  coming  forth  after  the  ancient  manner,  much 
different  from  what  among  us  passes  for  best,  thus 
much  beforehand  may  be  epistled — that  Chorus  is 
here  introduced  after  the  Greek  manner,  not  ancient 
only  but  modem,  and  still  in  use  among  the  Italians. 
In  the  modelling,  therefore,  of  tliis  poem,  with  good 
reason,  the  Ancients  and  Italians  are  rather  followed, 
as  of  much  more  authority  and  fame.  The  measure 
of  verse  used  in  the  Chorus  is  of  all  sorts,  called  by 
the  Greeks  Monostliropic,  or  rather  Apolelymenon, 
without  regard  had  to  Strophe,  Antistrophe,  or 
Epode,  which  were  a  kind  of  stanzas  framed  only  for 
the  music  then  used  with  the  Chorus  that  sung ;  not 
essential  to  the  poem,  and  therefore  not  material ;  or, 
being  divided  into  stanzas  or  pauses,  they  may  be 
called  Alloeostropha.  Division  into  act  and  scene 
referring  chiefly  to  the  stage  (to  whicli  this  work 
never  was  intended)  is  here  omitted. 

It  suffices  if  the  whole  drama  be  found  not  pro- 
duced beyond  the  fifth  act.  Of  the  style  and  uni- 
formity, and  that  commonly  called  the  plot,  whetlier 
intricate  or  explicit,  which  is  nothing  indeed  but 
such  economy  or  disposition  of  the  fable  as  may 
stand  best  with  verisimilitude  and  decorum  ;  they 
only  will  best  judge  who  are  not  unacquainted  with 
-^schylus,  Sophocles,  and  Euripides,  the  three  tragic 
poets  unequalled  yet  by  any,  and  the  best  rule  to  all 
who  endeavour  to  write  tragedy.  The  circumscrip- 
tion of  time,  wherein  the  whole  drama  begins  and 
ends,  is  according  to  ancient  rule,  and  best  example, 
within  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours. 


t    . 
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SAMSON   AGONISTES. 


THE  PERSONS. 


Samsok. 

Mavoab^  the  Father  of 

Samion, 
Palula,  hi$  Wife. 


Harapba  of  Gath, 
Public  Officer. 
Messenger, 
Chorus  of  Danites. 


The  Scene  before  the  Prison  in  Gasa, 


THE   ARGUMENT. 


Snmsun,  made  captive,  blind,  and  now  in  the  prison  of  Qna,  there 
to  labour  as  in  a  common  workhouse,  on  a  featird  daj,  to  the 
general  cessation  f>om  labour,  comes  forth  into  the  open  air,  to  a 
place  nigh,  somewhat  retired,  there  to  sit  awhile  and  bemoan  Us 
condition.  Where  he  liappens  at  length  to  be  Tlsltcd  by  certain 
friends  and  equals  of  his  tribe,  which  make  the  Chonu,  who  teck 
to  comfort  him  what  they  can ;  then  by  his  old  father  Mnoah^who 
endearours  the  like,  and  withal  tells  him  his  purpose  to  procure 
his  liberty  by  ransom ;  lastly,  that  this  feast  was  proclaimed  by  the 
Philistines  as  a  day  of  thanlngiTing  for  their  deHveranee  lh>m  the 
hands  of  Samson,  which  yet  more  troubles  him.  Maaoah  then 
departs  to  prosecute  his  endearour  with  the  Philistine  lords  ibr 
Samson's  redemption ;  who  in  the  mean  time  is  Tislted  by  other 
persons ;  and  lastly  by  a  public  oBko&r,  to  require  Via  condog  to 
the  feast  before  the  lords  and  people,  to  play  or  show  his  strength 
in  their  presence;  he  at  first  refuses,  dismissing  the  public  oAccr 
with  absolute  denial  to  come;  at  length,  persuaded  inwardly  that 
this  was  f^om  God,  he  yields  to  go  along  with  him,  who  now  came 
the  second  time  with  great  threateninga  to  fetch  him :  the  Chorus 
yet  remaining  on  the  place,  Manoah  returns  fyill  of  Joyfhl  hope,  to 
procure  ere  long  his  son's  deliverance :  in  the  midst  of  which  dl»* 
course  a  Hebrew  comes  in  haste,  confusedly  at  first,  and  after, 
wards  more  distinctly,  relating  the  catastrophe,  what  SaaJHrn  had 
(lone  to  the  Philistines,  and  by  accident  to  himself,  wherewith  the 
tragedy  ends. 


SAMSON   AGONISTES. 


Samson  (Attendant  leading  Mm), 


A  LITTLE  onward,  lend  thy   ^iding  hand 
To   these  dark  steps,   a  little  further  on; 
For  yonder  bank  hath  choice  of  sun  or  shade : 
There  I  am  wont  to  sit,  when  any  chance 
Relieves  me  from   my  task   of  servile  toil, 
DaQy  in  the  common  prison  else  enjoind  me. 
Where  I,  a  prisoner  chain'd,  scarce  freely  draw 
The  air,  imprisoned  also;   close  and  damp. 
Unwholesome  draught :  but  here  I  feel  amends, 
The  breath  of  Heaven  fresh  Mowing,  pure  &  sweet 
With  day-spring  bom;  here  leave  me  to  respire. — 
This  day   a  solemn   feast  the   people  hold 
To   Dagon,   their  sea  idol,   and  forbid 
Laborious  works;    unwillingly,  this  rest 
Tlieir  superstition  yields  me ;  hence,  with  leave, 
Retirmg   from   the    popular   noise,    I  seek 
This  unfr^uentcd  place  to  find  some  ease; 
Ease  to  my  body  some,  none  to  the   mind 
From  cestless  thoughts,  that  b'ke  a  deadly  sMrarm 
Of  hornets  arm*d,  no  sooner  found  alone. 
But  rush  upon  me,  thronging,  and  present 
Times  past,  what  once  I  was,  and  what  am  now. 
O  wherefore  was  my  birth  from  Heaven  foretold 
Twice  by  an  angel?  who  at  last,  in  sight 
Of  both. my  parents,  all  in  flames  ascended, 
From  off  the  altar,  where  an  offering  burned. 
As  in  a  fiery  column  charioting 
His  god-like  presence,  &  from  some  great  act, 
Or   beneBt   reveal'd,   to   Abraham's  race. 
Why  was  my  breeding  order'd  and  prescribed, 
As  of  a  person  separate  to  God, 
Design'd  for  great  exploits  ?  if  I  must  die, 
Betray 'd,  captived,  and  both  my  eyes  put  out. 
Made  of  my  enemies*  the  scorn  and  gaze; 
To   grind   in   brazen    fetters,   under   task, 
With  this  heaven-gifted  strengtli .  O  glorious  strength 
Put  to   the  labour  of  a  beast,  debased 
Lower  than  bond-slave  !  Promise  was,  that  I 
Should  Israel  from  Philistian   yoke  deliver : 
Ask  for  this  great  deliverer  now,  and  find  him 
Eyeless  in   Gaza,   at  tlie   mill  with  slaves; 
Himself  in  bonds,  under   Philistian   yoke: 
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Yet  Stay,  let  me  not  rashly  call  in  donbt 
Divine   prediction ;    what  if  all   foretold 
Had  been  fulfiird  but  through  mine  own  default. 
Whom   have   I   to  complain   of  but   myself? 
Who,  this  high  gift  of  strength  committed  to  me, 
In  what  part  lodged,  how  easily  bereft  mc, 
Under  the  seal  of  silence  could   not   keep 
But  weakly  to  a  woman  must  reveal  it, 
O'ercome  with   importunity   and  tears. 
O   impotence  of  mind,  in   body  strong ! 
But  what  is  strength,  without  a  double  share 
Of  wisdom?  vast,   unwieldly,   burdensome, 
Proudly   secure,  yet  liable  to  fall. 
By   weakest  subtleties;    not   made  to   rule. 
But  to  subserve,  where  wisdom  bears  command. 
Grod,  when  he  gave  me  strength,  to  show  withal 
How  slight  the  gift  was,  hung  it  in  my  hair. 
But  peace ;  I  must  not  quarrel  with  the  will 
Of  highest  dispensation,   which,   herein. 
Haply  had  ends,  above  my  reach  to  know: 
Suffices  that,   to  me,   strength  is   my   bane. 
And  proves  the  source  of  all  my  miseries; 
So  many,  and   so  huge,  that  each  apart 
Would   ask   a  life   to  wail,  but  chief  of  all, 
O   loss  of  sight,   of  thee   I   most  complain  ! 
Blind  among  enemies,  O  worse  than  cnains. 
Dungeon,   or   beggary,  or   decrepit  age! 
Light,  the  prime  work  of  God,  to  me  is  extinct, 
And   all   her   various   objects   of  delight 
Annuird,  which  might,  in  part,  my  grief  have  eased. 
Inferior   to   the   vilest   now    become. 
Of  man  or  worm ;  the  vilest  here  excel  me. 
They  creep,  yet  see  ;  I,  dark  in  light,  exposed 
To  daily  fraud,  contempt,  abuse,  and  wrong. 
Within   doors,   or  without,   still   as   a  fool. 
In  power   of  others,    never   in    my   own ; 
Scarce  half  I  seem  to  live,  dead  more  than  half. 
O  dark,  dark,  dark,  amid  the  blaze,  of  noon, 
Irrecoverably  dark,  total  eclipse,    • 
Without  all  hope   of  day ! 
O  first  created  beam,  and  thou  great  word, 
'*  Let  there  be  light,  and  light  was  over  all ;" 
Why  am  I  thus  bereaved  thy  prime  decree  ? 
The   sun   to   me   is  dark. 
And    silent   as  the   moon. 
When   she   deserts   the   night. 
Hid    in  her  vacant  interlunar  cave. 
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Since   light  so   necessary   is   to   life,  90 

And  almost  life   itself,   if  it  be   true 

That  light  is  in  the  soul, 

She  all  in  every  part;   why  was  the  sight 

To  such  a  tender  ball  as  the  eye  confined, 

So   obvious  and   so  easy  to  be   quench *d;  95 

And  not,  as  feeling,  through  all  parts  diffusM, 

That  she  might  look,  at  will,  through  every  pore? 

Then  had  I  not  been  thus  exiled  from  light. 

As   in   the  land   of  darkness ;  yet .  in   light 

To    live  a   life   half  dead,  a   living  death,  100 

And  buried;   but,  O  yet  more  miserable! 

Myself,   my  sepulchre,   a   moving  grave. 

Buried,   yet  not   exempt. 

By   privilege  of  death   and  burial, 

From  worst  of  other  evils,  pains  and  wrongs ;  105 

But  made,   hereby,   obnoxious   more 

To  all  the  miseries  of  life 

life,   in  captivity. 

Among  inhuman  foes. 

But  who  are  these  ?  for,  with  joint  pace,  I  hear  110 

The  tread  of  many  feet  steering  this  way ; 

Perhaps  my  enemies,  who  come  to  stare 

At  my  affliction,  and  perhaps  to  insult. 

Their  daily  practice,  to  afflict  me  more. 

Chorus. 

Chor,  Tliis,  this  is  he,  softly  awhile,  115 

Let  us  not  break   in   upon   him ; 
O  change  beyond  report,  thought,  or  belief! 
See,  how  he  lies  at  random,  carelessly  diffused. 
With   languished   head   unproppM, 

As   one   past  hope,   abandon'tl,  12^ 

And   by  himself  given   over; 
In   slavish  habit,   ill-fitted   weeds 
O'er-worn   and  soil'd ; 

Or  do  my  eyes  misrepresent  ?     Can  this  be  he, 
That  heroic,   that  renown'd,  ^'^^ 

Irresistible  Samson  ?  whom,  unarm'd, 
No  strength  of  man,  or  fiercest  wild  beast,  could  withstand  j 
Who  tore  the  lion,  as  the  lion  tears  the  kid ; 
Ran  on  embattled  armies,  clad  in  iron  ; 
And   weaponless  himself;  ^^^ 

Made   arms  ridiculous,   useless   the   forgery 
Of  brazen  shield  &  spear,  the  hammer'd  cuirass, 
Chalybean  tempered  steel,  and  frock  of  mail, 
Adamantean   proof; 
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But   safest   he  who  stood   aloof,  1 35 

When  insupportably  his  foot  advanced ; 

In  scorn  of  tiieir  proud  arms  and  warlike  took, 

Spiim'd  them  to  death  by  troops.  The  bold  Ascalonite 

Fled  from  his  lion  ramp,  old  warriors  tum'd 

Their  plated  backs  under  his  heel;  140 

Or,  grovelling,  soil'd  their  crested  helmets  in  the  dust 

Then,  with  what  trivial  weapon  came  to  hand, 

The  jaw  of  a  dead  ass,  his  sword  of  bone, 

A  thousand  fore-skins  fell,  the  flower  of  Palestine.  1 

In  Ramath-lechi,   famous   to  this  day.  l45 

Tlien  by  main  force  puU'd  up,  and  on  his  shoulders  bore  | 

The  gates  of  Azza,  post,   and   massy   bar.  { 

Up  to  the  hill  by  Hebron,  seat  of  giants  old'.  ! 

No  journey  of  a  sabbath-day,  and  loaded  so ;  ; 

like  whom  the  Gentiles  feign  to  bear  up  Heaven  l^        \ 

Which   shall   I   first   bewail,  | 

Thy   bondage,  or   lost  sight,  ! 

Prison   within   prison. 

Inseparably   dark  ? 

Thou   art   become   O   worst  imprisonment  1^ 

The   dungeon   of  thyself;   thy   soul. 

Which  men  enjoying  sight  oft  without  cause  complain. 

Imprisoned   now   indeed. 

In   real  darkness  of  the   body   dwells, 

Shut   up   from   outward    liglit  1^0 

To    incorporate   with   gloomy   night ; 

For   inward    light,    alas ! 

Puts   forth   no   visual   beam. 

O   mirror   of  our   fickle   state, 

Since   man   on   earth    unparallelM!  1^ 

The  rarer   thy   example   stands. 

By  how  much  from  the  top  of  wonderous  glory. 

Strongest   of  mortal   men. 

To  lowest  pitch  of  abject  fortune,  thou  art  fallen. 

For   him    I    reckon   not   in   high   estate,  170 

Whom    long   descent  of  birth, 

Or   the   sphere   of  fortune   raises; 

Rut  thee,  whose  strength,  while  virtue  was  her  mate 

Might  have  subdued   the   earth, 

Universally  crownM  with  hi*^hest  praises.  175 

Sams,  I  hear  the  sound  of  words,  their  sense  the  air 
Dissolves,  unjointed,  ere  it  reach  my  ear. 

Chor,  He  speaks,  let  us  draw  nigh.    Matchless 
Tlie  glory  late  of  Israel,  now  the  grief; 
We  come,  thy  friends  &  neighbours,  not  unknown  in  might 
From    Eshtaol    and    Zora's  fruitful   vale. 
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To  Fisit  or  bewail  thee,   or  if  better. 

Counsel  or  consolation  we  may  bring, 

Salve  to  thy  sores ;  apt  words  Have  power  to  'swage 

The  tumours  of  a  troubled  mind,  185 

And   are  as  balm  to  fester'd  wounds. 

Sams,  Your  coming,  friends,  revives  me ;  for  1  learn 
Now,  of  my  own  experience,  not  by  talk. 
How  counterfeit  a  coin  they  are,  who  friends 
Bear  in  their  superscription;  of  the  most  190 

I  would  be  understood:  in  prosperous  days 
They  swarm,  but  in  aaverse,  withdraw  their  head  ; 
Not  to  be  found,  though  sought.  Ye  see,  O  friends, 
How  many  evils  have  enclosed  me  round ; 
Yet  that  which  was  the  worst  now  least  afflicts  me,  195 

Blindness  ;  for  had  I  sight,  confused* with  shame, 
How  could  I  once  look  up,  or  heave  the  head. 
Who,  like  a  foolish  pilot,  have  shipwreck'd 
My  vessel,  trusted  to  me  from  above, 
Gloriously  rigg'd;  and  for  a  word,  a  tear,  200 

Fool,  have  divulged  the  secret  gift  of  God, 
To  a  deceitful  woman?  tell  me,  friends, 
Am  I  not  sung,  and  proverb'd  for  a  fool, 
In  every  street  ?  do  th<^  not  say,  how  well 
Are  come  upon  him  his  deserts  f  yet  why  ?  205 

Immeasurable  strength  they  might  behold 
In  me,  of  wisdom  nothing  more  than  mean ; 
This  with  the  other  should,  at  least,  have  pair*d ; 
These  two,  proportion'd  ill,  drove  me  transverse. 

Chor.  Tax  not  divine  disposal ;  wisest  men  210 

Have  err'd,  and  by  bad  women  been  deceived ; 
And  shall  again,  pretend  they  ne'er  so  wise. 
Deject  not  then  so  overmuch  thyself. 
Who  hast  of  sorrow  thy  friU  load  besides  ; 
Yet  truth  to  say,  I  oft  have  heard  men  wonder  215 

Why  thou  should'stwed  Philistian  women,  rather 
Than  of  thine  own  tribe ;  fairer,  or  as  fair. 
At  least  of  thy  own  nation,  and  as  noble. 

Sams.  The  first  I  saw  at  Timna,  &  she  pleased 
Me,  not  my  parents,  that  I  sought  to  wed  220 

The  daughter  of  an  infidel :  they  knew  not. 
That  what  I  motion'd  was  of  God ;  I  knew 
From  intimate  impulse,  and  therefore  urged 
The  marriage  on  ;  that,  by  occasion  henoe 
I  might  begin  Israel's  deliverance,  225 

The  work  to  which  I  was  divinely  call'd. 
She  proving  false,  the  next  I  took  to  wife, 
O  that  I  never  had  !  fond  wish  too  late ' 
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Was  in  the  vale  of  Sorec,   Dalila, 

That  specious  monster,  my  accomplish'd  snare.  23U 

I  thought  it  lawful  ih>m  my  former  act. 

And  tlie  same  end  ;  still  watching  to  oppreM 

Israel's  oppressors :  of  what  now  I  snffn, 

She  was  not  the  prime  cause,  but  I  myself ; 

Who,  vanquished  with  a  peal  of  words,  O  weakness  1       285 

Grave  up  my  fort  of  silence  to  a  woman. 

Chor,  In  seeking  just  occasion  to  provoke 
The  Philistine,  thy  country's  enemy, 
Thou  never  wast  amiss,  I  bear  thee  witness : 
Yet  Israel  still  serves,  with  all  his  sons.  240 

Sams,  That  fault  I  take  not  on  me,  but  transfer 
On  Israel's  governors,  and  heads  of  tribes^  « 

Who,  seeing  those  great  acts,  which  God  had  done  ; 

Singly  by  me,  against  their  conquerors,  ! 

Acknowledged  not,  or  not  at  all  consider'd,  245         ^ 

DeUverance  offered :  I,  on  the  other  side. 
Used  no  ambition  to  couimend  my  deeds;  | 

The  deeds  themselves,  though  mute,  spoke  loud  the  doer.  I 

But  they  persisted  deaf,  and  would  not  seem  I 

To  count  them  things  worth  notice,  till  at  length  250         ! 

Their  lords,  the  Philistines,  with  gather'd  powers, 
Enter'd   Judea,   seeking   me,  who   then  ! 

Safe   to   the   rock  of  Htham  was  retired ;  ' 

Not  flying,  but  fore-casting  in  what  place 
To  set  upon  them,  what  advantaged  best.  -255 

Meanwhile  the  men  of  Judah,  to  prevent 
The  harass  of  their  land,  beset  me  round  : 
I   wiUingly,   on   some   conditions,   came 
Into  their  hands,  and  they  as  gladly  yield  me 
To  the  uncircumcised,  a  welcome  prey,  2G0 

Bound  with  two  cords;  but  cords  to  me  were  threads, 
Touch'd  with  the  flame  :  on  their  whole  host  I  flew, 
Unarm'd,  and,  with  a  trivial  weapon,  fell'd 
Their  choicest  youth ;  they  only  lived  who  fled. 
Had  Judah  that  day  join'd,  or  one  whole  tribe,  2j5 

They  had  by  this  possess'd  the  towers  of  Gath, 
And  lorded  over  them,  whom  tiiey  now  serve  :  , 

But  what  more  oft,  in  nations  grown  corrupt. 
And   by  their  vices   brought   to   servitude, 
'Hian  to  love  bondage  more   than  liberty,  -'^ 

Bondage  with  ease,  than  strenuous  hberty ; 
And   to   despise,   or   envy,   or  suspect. 
Whom  God  hath,  of  his  special  favour,  rais'd 
As   their   deUverer  ;  if  he   aught   begin, 
How  frequent  to  desert  him,  and,  at  la5^  -^6 
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To  heap  ingratitude  on  worthiest  deeds  ? 

Chor,  Thy  words  to  my  remembrance  bring 
How  Succothy  and  the  fort  of  Penuel, 
Their   great   deliverer  contemn'd, 

The   matchless  Gideon,   in   pursuit  280 

Of  Midian  and   her   vanquished   kings : 
And   how   ingrateful   Ephraim 
Had  dealt  with  Jephtha,  who,  by  argument. 
Not  worse  than  by  his  shield  and  spear, 
Defended  Israel  from  the  Ammonite,  285 

Had  not  his  prowess  quell'd  their  pride, 
In  that  sore  battle,  when  so  many  died 
Without  reprieve,  adjudg'd  to  death. 
For  want  of  well  pronouncing  Shibboleth. 

Sams.  Of  such  examples  add  me  to  the  roll ;  290 

Me   easily,   indeed,   mine   may   neglect. 
But  God  s  proposed  deliverance  not  so. 

Chor.  Just  are   the  ways   of  God, 
And  justifiable   to   men; 

Unless  there  be  who  thiuk  not  God  at  all :  295 

If  any   be,   they  walk   obscure; 
For  of  such  doctrine  never  was  there  school, 
But  the   heart  of  the  fool. 
And  no  man  therein  doctor  but  himself. 

Yet  more  there  be  who  doubt  his  ways  not  just,  300 

As  to  his  own  edicts  found  contradicting, 
Then  give  the  reins  to  wandering  thought, 
Regaidless  of  his   glory's  diminution; 
Till,  by  their  own  perplexities  involved. 
They  ravel    more,  still  less   resolved,  305 

Bnt  never  find  self-satisfyine  solution. 

As  if  they  would  confine  the  Interminable, 
And   tie  hun  to   his  own   prescript. 
Who  made  our  laws  to  bind  us,  not  himself; 
And  hath   full  right  to   exempt  310 

Whom  so  it  pleases  him  by  choice, 
From  natioual  obstriction,  without  taint 
Of  sin,   or  legal  debt ; 
For  with  his  own  laws  he  can  best  dispense. 

He  would  not  else,  who  never  wanted  means,  ^l*'' 

Nor,  in  respect  of  the  enemy,  just  cause. 
To  set  his  people  free. 
Have  prompted  this  heroic   Nazarite, 
Agrainst  his  vow  of  strictest  purity. 
To  seek   in   marriage   that   fallacious  bride,  ^20 

Unclean,   unchaste. 

Down,  reason  then,  at  least  vain  reasonings  down  ; 
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Though  reason  here  aver 

That  moral  verdict  quits  her  of  uncktn* 

Unchaste  was  subsequent ;  her  stain^  not  lus.  935 

But  see,  here  comes  thy  reverend  aiiey 
With  careful  step,  locks  white  as  down. 
Old   Manoah :    advise 
Forthwith  how  thou  ought'st  to  receive  him. 

Sams,  Ah  me,  another  .inward  grief  awaked,  880 

With  mention  of  that  name,  renews  the  assault. 

Enter  Mahoah. 

Man,  Brethren  and  men  of  Dan,  for  such  yeseon, 
Though  in  this  uncouth  place ;  if  old  respect, 
As  I  suppose,  towards  your  once  gloried  friend. 
My  son,  now  captive,  hither  hath  infbrm'd  885 

Your  younger  feet,  while  mine  cast  back  Mrith  age. 
Came  lagging  after;  say,   if  he  be  here. 

Chor.  As  signal  now,  in  low  dejected  state. 
As  erst  in  highest,  behold  him  where  he  lies. 

Man,  O  miserable  change  1  is  this  the  man,  840 

That  invincible  Samson,   far  renown'd. 
The  dread  of  Israel's  foes,  who,  with  a  strength 
Equivalent  to  angels,  walk*d  their  streets. 
None  offering  fight;  who,  single  combatant, 
Duell'd  their  armies,  rank'd  in  proud  array. 
Himself  an   army;    now  unequal   match 
To   save  himself  against  a  coward,   arm'd 
At  one  spear's  length,     O  ever-failing  trust 
In  mortal  strength  !  and  oh,  what  not  in  man 
Deceivable  and  vain  ?  nay,  what  thing  good,  360 

Pray'd  for,  but  often  proves  our  woe,  our  bane? 
I  pray'd  for  children,  and  thought  barrenness 
In  wedlock   a   reproacli ;    I   gain'd  a   son. 
And  such  a  son  as  all  men  hail'd  me  happy ; — 
Who  would  be  now  a  father  in  my  stead  ?  855 

O  wherefore  did  God  grant  me  my  request, 
And,  as  a  blessing,  with  such  pomp  adom*d  ? 
Why  are   his   gifts  desu-able,   to  tempt 
Our  earnest  prayers,  then  given  with  solemn  hand, 
As  graces,  draw  a  scorpions  tail  behind?  360 

For  this  did  the  angel  twice  descend  ?  for  this 
Ordain'd   thy   nurture   holy,   as   of  a   plant 
Select  and    sacred,   glorious   for   a   while. 
The   miracle   of  men ;    then   in   an  hour 
Ensnar'd,  assaulted,   overcome,   led   bound,  365 

Thy  foes'  derision,  captive,  poor,  and   blind, 
Into  a  dungeon  thrust,  to  work  with  slaves  ? 
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Alas,  niethinks  whom  Grod  hath  choAen  once 

To  worthiest  deeds,  if  he  through  frailty  err. 

He  should  not  so  o'erwhelm,  and,  as  a  thrall,  370 

Subiect  him  to   so  foul  indignitieSy 

Be  It  but  for  honour's  sake  of  former  deeds. 

Saau.  Appoint  not  heavenly  disposition.  Father; 
Nothing  of  all  these  evtk  hath  befall'n  me, 
But  justly ;  I  myself  have  brought  them  on,  375 

Sole  author  I,  sole  cause  :  if  aught  seem  vile, 
As  vile  hath  been  my  folly,  who  have  profaned 
The  mystery  of  Grod,  given  me  under  pledge 
Of  vow,  and  have  betrayed  it  to  a  woman, 
A  Canaanite,    my   faithless   enemy.  380 

Hus  well  I  knew,  nor  was  at  all  surprised. 
But  wam'd  by  oft  experience :  did  not  she 
Of  Timna  first  betray  me,  and    reveal 
The  secret  wrested  from  me,  in  her  highth 
Of  nuptial  love  profess*d,  carrying  it  strath t  385 

To  them  who  had  corrupted  her,  my  spies, 
And  rivals  ?    In  this  other,  was  there  found 
More  faith?  who  also,  in  her  prime  of  love, 
Spousal  embraces,   vitiated  witn   gold, 
Tliough  offer'd  only,  by  the  sent  conceived  890 

Her  spurious  first-bom ;  treason  against  me ! 
Thrice  she  assayed,  with  flattering  players  and  siglis, 
And  amorous  reproaches,  to  win  from  me 
My  capital  secret,  in  what  part  my  strength 
Lay  stored,  in  what  part  summ'd,  that  she  might  know ;      395 
Thrice  I  deluded  her^  and  turn'd  to  sport 
Her  importunity,   each    time    perceiving 
How  openly,   and  with   what   impudence 
She  purposed  to  betray  me ;  and,  which  was  worse 
Tlian  undissembled  hate,  with  what  contempt  400 

She  sought  to  make  me  traitor  to  myself: 
Yet  the  fourth  time,  when  mustering  all  her  wiles, 
With   blandish'd    parlies,  feminine    assaults. 
Tongue-batteries,  she  surceased  not,  day  nor  night. 
To  storm  me,  over-watehed,  and  wearied  out,  4G5 

At  times  when  men  seek  most  repose  and  rest 
I  yielded,  and  unlocked  her  ail  my  heart ; 
Who,  with  a  g^n  of  manhood  well  resolved. 
Might  easily  have  shook  off  all  her  snares : 
But   foul  effeminacy  held   me   yoked,  410 

Her   bond-slave;    O   indignity,   O    blot 
To   honour   and    religion!    servile   mind. 
Rewarded  well   with   servile   punishment ! 
The  base  degree  to  which  I  now  am  fallen, 
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These  rags,  this  giinding  is  not  yet  so  base  41$ 

As    was   my   former   servitude,   ignoble* 

Unmanly,    ignominous,  infamouSi 

True  slavery,  and  that  blindness,  worse  than  this,  | 

That  saw  not  how  degenerately  I  served. 

Man,  I  cannot  praise  thy  marriage-choices^  son.  420 

Rather  approved  them  not ;  but  thou  didst  pAead 
Divine  impulsion  prompting,  how  thou  might'st 
Find   some  occasion  to  infest  our  foes. 
I  state  not  that ;  this  I  am  sure,  our  foes 
Found   soon  occasion »  thereby »  to  make  thee  425 

Their  captive,  and  their  triumph ;  thou  the  sooner 
Temptation  ibund'st,  or  over- potent  charms, 
To    violate    the   sacred    trust   of  silence, 
Deposited  within  thee ;  which  to  have  kept 
Tacit;  was  in  thy  power  :  true ;  and  thou  bear'st  43Q 

Enough,  and  more,  the  burden  of  that  fault; 
Bitterly  hast  thou  paid,  and  still  art  paying, 
That  rigid  score.     A  worse  thing  yet  remains ; 
This  day   the  Philistines    a  popular  feast 
Here   celebrate   in    Gaza;    and   proclaim  435 

Great  pomp,  and  sacrifice,  and  praises  loud. 
To  Dagon,  as  their  god,  who  hath  delivered 
Thee,  Samson,  bound  and  blind,  into  their  hands, 
Them  out  of  thine,  who  slew'st  them  many  a  slain. 
So    Dagon    shall   be    magnified,   and   God,  440 

Besides  whom  is  no  God,  compared  with  idols, 
Disglorified,  blasphemed,  and  had  in  scorn, 
By  the  idolatrous  rout,  amidst  their  wine  : 
Wliich,  to  have  come  to  pass  by  means  of  thee, 
Samson,  of  all  thy  sufifermgs  think  the  heaviest,  445 

Of  all  reproach  tiie  most,  with  shame,  that  ever 
Could  have  befall'n  thee,  and  thy  father's  house. 

Sams.  Father,  I  do  acknowledge  and  confess. 
That  I  this  honour,  I  this  pomp  have  brought 
To  DagOD,  and  advanced  his  praises  high,  450 

Among  the  heathen  round  ;  to  God  have  brought 
Dishonour,  obloquy,  and  oped  the  moutlis 
Of  idolists,  and  atheists  ;  have  brought  scandal 
To    Israel,   diffidence   of  God,    and    doubt 
In    feeble    hearts,   propense  enough   before  455 

To   waver,   or   fall   off^  and  join    with   idols ; 
Which  is  my  chief  affliction,  shame,  and  sorrow. 
The  anguish  of  my  soul,  that  suffers  not 
Mine  eye  to  harbour  sleep,  or  thoughts  to  rest. 
This  only  hope   relieves   me,  that   the   strife  460 

^Vith    me   hath    end ;  all    the   contest   is  now 
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Twizt  God  and  Dagon  ;  Dagon  hath  presumed, 

Me  overthrown,  to  enter  lists  with  God, 

His  deity  comparing   and   preferring 

Before  the  God  of  Abraham.     He,  be  sure  465 

Will   not  connive,  or   linger,  thus   provoked 

But  will  arise,  and  his  great  name  assert : 

Dagon   must  stoop,  and  shall   ere  long  receive 

Such  a  discomfit,   as  shall  quite  despoil  him 

Of  aU  these  boasted  trophies,  won   on  me,  470 

And,  with  confusion,  blank   his  worshippers. 

Man,  With  cause  this  hope  relieves  thee,  and  these  words 
I  as  a  prophecy  receive ;  for  God, 
Nothing  more  certain,  will  not  long  defer 
To  vindicate  the  glory  of  his  name,  476 

Ag&inst  all   competition,  nor  will  long 
Endure  it  doubtftil,  whether  God  be  Lord, 
Or  Dagon.     But  for  thee,  what  shall  be  done? 
Thou  must  not  in  the  meanwhile,  here  forgot 
lie  in  this  miserable  loathsome   plight,  480 

Neglected.     I  already  have  made  way 
To  some  Philistian  lords,  with  whom  to  treat 
About  thy  ransom :  well  they  may  by  this 
Have  satisfied   their  utmost  of  revenge. 
By  pains  and  slavenes,  worse  than  death  inflicted  486 

Qd  thee,  who  now  no  more  canst  do  them  harm 

^Sams,  Spare  that  proposal,  father,  spare  the  trouble 
Of  that  solicitation ;  let  me  here, 
As  I  deserve,  pay  on   my  punishment 
And  expiate,   if  possible,   my  crime,  490 

Shameful  garrulity.    To  have  reveal'd 
Secrets  of  men,  the  secrets  of  a  friend. 
How  heinous  had  the  fact  been,  how  deserving 
Contempt,  and  scorn  of  all,  to  be  excluded 
All  friendship,   and  avoided  as  a  blab,  496 

The  mark  of  fool  set  on  his  front?  but  I 
God's  counsel  have  not  kept,  his  holy  secret 
Presumptuously  have  published,  impiously, 
Weakly  at  least,   and  shamefully ;  a  sin 
That  Gentiles  in   then-  parables  condemn,  MO 

To  their  abyss  and  horrid  pains  confined. 

Man.  Be  penitent,  and  for  thy  fault  contrite. 
But  act  not  in  thy  own  affliction,  son : 
Repent  the  sin,  but  if  the  punishment 
Thou   canst  avoid,   self-preservation   bids;  605 

2f  the  execution  leave   to  high  disposal, 
hd  let  another  hand,   not  thme,   exact 
Thy  penal  forfeit  from  thyself:  perhaps 
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God  will  relent,  and  'quit  thee  all  his  debt ; 
Whoever  more  approves,  and  more  acc«pU, 
Best  pleas'd  with  humble  and  filial  submisuon, 
Him  who   implorm^  mercy  sues  for  life, 
Than  who,  self-rigorous,  chooges  death  as  due ; 
Which  argues  over-Just,  and   self-displeased, 
For  self-ofl«nce,  more  than  for  God  ofiended. 
Reject  not  then  what  offet'd  means ;  who  knows 
But  God  hath  set  before  us,  to  return  tliee 
Home  to  thy  country,  and    tiis  sacred  house. 
Where  thou  mayet  bring  thy  ofTeriiigs,  to  avert 
His  further  ire,  with  prayers  nnd  vows  conew'd ! 

Sanu,  His  pardon  1  implore  ;  but  as  for  life. 
To  what  end  should  I  seek  it  t  when  in  strength 
All   mortals  I  excell'd,  and  great  in  hopes, 
With  youthfiil  courage,  and  magnanimous  thoughts  1 
Of  birth,  from  Heaven  foretold,  and  high  exploits 
Full  of  divine   instinct,  after  some    prooi 
Of  acts    indeed   heroic,   far  beyond 
The  sons  of  Anak  ;  famous  now  and  blazed. 
Fearless  of  danger,  like    a   pclty   god 
I  walk'd  about,  admired  of  all,  and  dreaded 
On  hostile  ground,  none  daring  my  affront, 
Hit^n,  swoll'n  with  pride,  into  the  snare  I  fell. 
If  (uir,  fallacious  looks,  venereal   trams. 
Soften 'd  with  pleasure,  and  voluptuous  life; 
At  length  to  lay  my  head,  and  hallow'd  pledge 
Of  all  my  strength,  in  the  lascivious  lap 
Of  a  deceitful  concubine,  who  shore  me, 
Like  a  lame  wether,  all  my  precious  fleece. 
Then  tum'd   me  out,  ridiculous,    despoil'd, 
Shaven,  and  disarm'd  among  mine  enemies. 

Cher.  Desire  of  wine,  and  all  delicious  drinks, 
Which  many  a  famous  warrior  overlurus, 
Tliou  couldst  repress ;  nor  did  the  dancing  ruby. 
Sparkling,  out-pour'd,  the  flavour,  or  the  smell, 
Or  taste,  that  cjieers  the  heart  of  ^ods  and  men. 
Allure  thee,  from  the  cool  crysbilline  stream. 

Sams.  Wherever  founlnin  or  fresh  current  flow'd. 
Against  the  eastern  ray,  translucent  pure. 
With  touch  ethereal  of  Heaven's  fiery  rod, 
I  drank,  from  the  clear  milky  juice,  allaying 
Thirst,  and  refresh'd  :  nor  envied  them  the  grape. 
Whose  heads  that  turbulent  liquor  fills  willi  fumes. 

Chor.  0  madness,  to  think  use  of  atrongeel  wines. 
And  sliongest  drinks,  our  chief  support  of  health, 
When  God,  with  these  forbidden,  made  cfaoice  to  rear 
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His  mighty  champion ,  strong  above  compare, 
Whose  drmk  was  only  from  the  liquid  brook. 

Sams,  Bat  what  avail'd  this  temperance,  not  complete 
Against  another  object,  more  enticing  ? 
What  boots  it  at  one  gate  to  make  defence,  560 

And  at  another  to   let  in  the  foe, 
Effeminately  vanquished  ?  by  which  means, 
Now  blind,  disheartend,  shamed,  dishonour'd. qucUM^ 
To  what  can  I  be  useful,  wherein  serve 
My  nation,  and  the  work  from  Heaven  imposed,  J65 

But  to  sit  idle,  on  the  household  hearth, 
A  burdenous  drone   to  visitants  a   gaze. 
Or  pitied   object;    these  redundant  locks, 
Rolnistious  to  no  purpose,  clustering  down, 
Vain  monument  of  strength ;  till  length  of  years  570 

And  sedentary  numbness,  craze  my  limbs. 
To   a  contemptible  old   age,   obscure? 
Here,  rather,  let  me  drudge,  and  earn  my  bread, 
Till  vermin,  or  the  draff  of  servile  food. 
Consume   me,  and  oft-invocated   death  575 

Hasten   the  welcome  end  of  all  my  pains. 

Man.  Wilt  thou  then  serve  the  Phttistines  with  that  gift 
Wluch  was  expressly  given  thee  to  annoy  them  ? 
Better  at  home  lie  bed-rid,  not  only  idle. 
Inglorious,   unemploy'd,  witii  age  outworn,  5B0 

But  Grod,  who  caused  a  fountam,  at  thy  prayer. 
From  the  dry  ground  to  spring,  thy  thirst  to  allay, 
After  the   brunt  of  battle,   can,   as  easy, 
Cause  light  again  within  thy  eyes  to  spring. 
Wherewith  to  serve  him  better  than  thou  hast ;  585 

And  I  persuade  me  so ;  why  else  this  strength. 
Miraculous,  yet  remaining  in  those  locks? 
His  might  continues  in  mee,  not  for  nought. 
Nor  shaul  his  wonderous  gifts  be  frustrate  thus. 

Sams.     All  otherwise  to  me  my  thoughts  portend,      590 
That  these  dark  orbs  no  more  shall  treat  with  light. 
Nor  the  other  light  of  life  continue    long. 
But  yield  to  double  darkness,  nigh  at  hand : 
So  much  I  feel  my  genial  spints  droop. 
My  hopes  all  flat,  nature  witnin  me  seems,  595 

In  all  her  functions,  weary  of  herself, 
My  race    of  glory  run,  and  race  of  shame. 
And  I  shall  shortly  be  with  them   that  rest. 

Man.  Believe  not  these  suggestions,  which  proceed 
From  anguish  of  the  mind,  and  humours  black,  600 

That  mingle  with  thy  fancy.     I,  however. 
Must  not  omit  a  father's  timely  care, 
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To  prosecute  thy  means  of  thy  deliTerancey  •. 

By  ransom,  or  how  else  :  meanwhile  be  calm/ 

And  healing  words,  from  these  thy  friends,  admit.  605 

Sams.  O  that  torment  should  not  be  confined 
To  the  body's  wounds  and  sores 
With  maladies  innumerable, 

In  heart,  head,  breast,  and  reins;  610 

But  must  secret  passage  find 

To   the  inmost   mmd,  '•  .'/ 

There  exercise  all  his  fierce  accidents,  •    ; 

And   on  her  purest  spirits   prey 
As  on  entrails,  joints,  and  limbs, 

With  answerable  pains,  but  more  intense,  616 

Though  Yoid  of  corporal  sense. 

My  griefs  not  only  pain  me,  . ,  ^ 

As  a  lingering  disease, 

But  finding  no  redress,  ferment  and  rage,  r. .  / 

Nor  less  Uian  wounds  immedicable,  6:20 

Rankle,  and  fester,  and  gangrene,  « 

To  black  mortification. 

Tlioughts,  my  tormenters,  arm'd  with  deadly  stings  i 

Mangle  my  apprehensive,  tenderest  parts;  ,  / 

Exasperate,  exulcerate,   and  raise  •,.    Bifi 

Dire  inflammation,  which  no  cooling  herb, 
Or  medicinal  liquor,   can   assuage, 
Nor  breath  of  vernal  air,  from  snowy  Alp. 
Sleep  hath  forsook,  and  given  me  o*er 
To  death's  benumbing  opium,  as  my  only  cure :  610 

Thence  faintings,  swoonings  of  despair, 
And   sense   of  Heaven's  desertion. 

I  was  his  nurseling  once,  and  choice  delight, 
His  destined    from  the  womb, 

Promised  by  heavenly  message,  twice  descending.  696 

Under  his  special  eye. 
Abstemious,  I  grew  up  and  thrived  amain ; 
He   led   me  on  to  mightiest  deeds. 
Above  the   nerve  of  mortal  arm, 

Against   the  uncircumcised,  our   enemies:  640 

But  now  hath  cast  me  off,  as  never  known, 
And  to  those  cruel  enemies. 
Whom  I,  by  his  appointment,  had  provoked. 
Left  me  all  helpless,  with  the  irreparable  loss 
Of  sig;ht,  reserved   alive  to  be  repeated  646 

The   subject  of  their  cniclty  or  scorn. 
Nor  am  I  in    the  h*st  of  them  that  hope; 
Hopeless  are  all   my  evils,  all  remediless* 


SAM(K>N    AOONTSTF.S.  853 

This  one  prayer  yet  remains,  might  I  be  heard, 

No  long  petition;   speedy  death,  050 

The  close  of  all  my  miseries,  and  the  balm. 

Chor,  Many  are  the  sayings  of  the  wise. 
In  ancient  and  in  modem  books  enrolled, 
Eztollmg  patience,  as  the  truest  fortitude ; 
And  to  Uie  bearing  well  of  all  calamities,  655 

All  chances,  incident  to  man's  frail  life, 
Consolatories,  writ 

With  studied  argument,  and  much  persuasion  sough (. 
Lenient  of  grief  and  anxious  thought : 
But  with  the  afflicted,  in  his  paugs,  their  sound  660 

Little  prevails,  or  rather  seems  a  tune 
Harsh,  and  of  dissonant  mood,  fi'om  his  complaint 
Unless  he  feel  within 
Some  source  of  consolation,  from  above; 
Secret  refreshings,  that  repair  his  strengtii,  665 

And  fainting  spirits  uphold. 

God   of  our  fathers,   what   is  man  ! 
That  thou  towards  him,  with  hand  so  vciiious. 
Or   might  I   say  contrarious. 

Temper's!  thy  providence,  througli  his  shoil  course,         670 
Not  evenly,   as  thou  rulest 
The  angehc  orders,  and  inferior  creatures  mute, 
Irrational  and  brute. 
Nor  do  I  came  of  men  the  common  rout 
That  wandering  lose  about,  ^^^ 

Qrom  up  and  perish,  as  the  summer-fly  ; 
Heads  without  name,  no  more  remember M  ; 
But  such  as  thou  hast  solemly  elected, 
With  gifts  and  graces  eminently  adorn*d. 
To  some  great  work,  thy   glory,  680 

And  people's  safety,  which  in  part  they  effect : 
Yet  towards  these,  thus  dignified,  thou  of\. 
Amidst   their   highth   of  noon, 

Ghan^t  thy  countenance,  and  thy  hand,  with  no  regard 
Of  highest   favours  past  685 

From  tliee  on  them,  or  them  to  thee  of  service. 

Nor  only  dost  degrade  them,  or  remit 
To  life  obscured,  which  were  a  fair  dismission. 
But  throw*8t  them  lower  than  thou  didst  exalt  them  higli  ^ 
Unseemly  falls  in  human  eye,  6^0 

Too  erievous  for  the  trespass  or  omission  ; 
Oft  leavest  them  to  the   hostile  sword 
Of  heathen  and  profane,  their  carcasses 
To  dogs  and  fowls  a  prey,  or  else  captived; 
Or  to  'he  unjust  tribunals,  under  change  of  times,  ^^^ 

'^  A 
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And  condemnation  of  the  ingratefiil  multitude. 

If  these  they  'scape,  perhaps  in  poverty. 

With  sickness  &  disease,  thou  bow'st  them  down, 

Painful   diseases,   and   deform'd, 

In  crude   old   age;  700 

Though  not  disordinate,  yet  causeless  suffering. 

The  punishment  of  dissolute  days :  in  fine. 

Just  or   unjust  alike  seem   miserable. 

For  oft  alike  both  come   to  evil  end. 

So  deal  not  with,  this  once,  thy  glorious  champion,        706 
The  image  of  thy  strength,  and  mighty  minister. 
What  do  I  beg  ?  how  hast  thou  dealt  already  ? 
Behold  him  in  this  state,  calamitous ;  &  turn 
His  labours,  for  thou  canst,  to  peaceful  end. 

But  who  is  this,  what  thing  of  sea  or  land  ?  710 

Female  of  sex   it  seems, 
That  so  bedeck'd,  ornate,  and  gay, 
Comes  this  way   sailing, 
Like  a  stately   ship 

Of  Tarsus,  bound  fer  the  isles  '15 

Of  Javan  or  Gadire, 
With  all  her  bravery  on,  and  tackle  trim. 
Sails  fiird,  and  streamers  waving. 
Ck)urted  by  all  the  winds  that  hold  them  play. 
An  amber  scent,  of  odorous  perfume,  ^-W 

Her  harbinger,  a  damsel  train  behind ; 
Some  rich  Plirtistian  matron  she  may  seem ; 
And  now  at  nearer  view,  no  other,  certain. 
Than   Dalila,   thy   wife. 

Sams,  My  wife  !  my  traitress!  let  her  not  come  near  me. 

Chor,  Yet  on  she  moves,  now  stands,  and  eyes  thee  rtx'd, 
About  to  have  spoke ;  but  now, with  head'declined, 
Like  a  fair  flower  surcharged  with  dew,  she  weeps, 
And  words  addressed  seem  into  tears  dissolved. 
Wetting  the  borders   of  her  silken  veil :  730 

But  now  again  she  makes  address  to  speak. 

Enter  Dalila. 

Dal.  With  doubtful  feet,  &  wavering  resolution, 
I  came,  still  dreading  thy  displeasure,  Samson, 
Which  to  have  merited,  without  excuse, 
I  cannot  but  acknowledge  ;  yet,  if  tears  735 

May  expiate,  though  the  fact  more  evil  drew, 
In   the    perverse   event,    than   I    foresaw, 
My  penance  hath  not  slaoken'd,  though  my  pardon 
No  way  assured.     But  conjugal  affection. 
Prevailing  over  fear,  and  timorous  doubt,  740 
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Hatli   led   ine  on,  desirous   to   behold, 

Once  more,  thy  face,  &  know  of  thy  estate  ; 

If  au^ht,    in   my   ability,   may  serve 

To  lighten  what  thou  suner'st,  and  appease 

Thy  mind,  with  what  amends  is  in  my  power,  745 

Though  late,  yet  in  some  part  to  recompense 

My  rash»  but  more  unfortunate,  misdeed. 

Sams.  Out,  out,  hysena  1  these  are  thy  wonted  arts, 
And  arts  of  every  woman,  false  like  thee, 
To  break  all  faith,  all  vows,  deceive,  betray ;  750 

Then  as  repentant,  to   submit,  beseech. 
And  reconcilement  move  with  feign'd  remorse, 
Confess,  and  promise  wonders  in  her  cliange ; 
Not  truly  penitent,  but  chief  to  try 
Her  husband,  bow  far  urged  his  patience  beat's,  755 

His  virtue,  or  weakness,  which  way  to  assail  \ 
Then,  with  more  cautious  &  instructed  skill, 
Again  transgresses,  and  again  submits; 
I^t  wisest  and  best  men,  &11  oft  beguiled, 
With  -goodness,  principled  not  to  reject  760 

The  penitent,   but  ever   to   forgive, 
Are  drawn   to   wear   out  miserable   days, 
Entangled  with  a  poisonous  bosom  snake, 
If  not  by  quksk  destruction  soon  cut  off, 
As   I   by   thee,   to   ages   an   example.  766 

Dal.  Yet  hear  me,  Samson  ;  not  that  I  endeavour 
To  lessen,  or  extenuate  my  offence. 
But  that,  on  the  other  side,  if  it  be  weigh*d 
By  itself,  with  aggravations  not  surcharged, 
Or  else  with  just  allowance  counterpoised,  T70 

1   may,   if  possible,   thy   pardon   find 
The  easier  towards  me,  or  thy  hatred  less. 
First  granting,  as  I  do,  it  was  a  weakness 
In   me,   but  incident   to   all   our  sex, 
Curiosity  inquisitive,   inipoitune  775 

Of  secrets,   then,  with   like   infinnitv, 
To  publish  them  ;  both  common  female  faults. 
Was  it  not  weakness  also  to  make  known, 
For   importunity,    that   is   for   nought. 
Wherein  consisted  all  thy  strength  and  safety  ?  780 

To  what  I  did,  thou  show'd'st  me  first  the  way 
But  I  to  enemies  reveal'd,  and  should  not  : 
Nor  should'st  thou   have  trusted  that  to   woman's  frailty ; 
Ere  I  to  thee,  thou  to  thyself  wast  cruel. 
Let  weakness  then  with  weakness  come  to  parle,  786 

So   near   related,   or   the   same   of  kind, 
Thine  forgive  mine ;  that  men  niay  censure  thine 
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The  gentler,  if  severely  thou  exact  not 

More  strength  from  me,  than  in  thyself  was  found. 

And  what  if  love,  which  thou  interpret'st  hate,  7go 

The  jealousy  of  love,  powerful  of  sway 

In  human  hearts,  nor  less  in  mind  towards  thee. 

Caused  what  I  did?    I  saw  thee  mutable 

Of  fancy,  fear'd  lest  one  day  thou  wouid'st  leave  me, 

As  her  at  Timna,  sought  by  all  means,  therefore,  795 

How  to  endear,  and  hold  tliee  to  me  firmest ; 

No  better  way  I  saw,  than,  by  importuning. 

To  learn    thy  secrets,  get  into  my  power 

Thy  key  of  strength  and  safety ;  thou  wilt  say. 

Why  then  reveal'd  ?  I  was  assured  by  those  '  800 

Who  tempted  me,  that  nothing  was  design'd 

Against  tnee,  but  safe  custody,  and  hold : 

That  made  for  me ;  I  knew  that  liberty 

Would  draw  thee  forth  to  perilous  enterprises, 

Wliile  I  at  home,  sat  full  of  cares  and  fears,  805 

Wailing    thy  absence,   in  my  widow *d  .bed; 

Here,  I  should  still  enjoy  thee,  day  and  night, 

Mine  and  love's  prisoner,  not  the  Philistines*, 

Whole  to  myself,   unhazarded   abroad. 

Fearless,  at  home,  of  partners  in  my  love.  filO 

These  reasons,  in  love's  law,  have  pass'd  for  good. 

Though  fond  and  reasonless  to  some,  perhaps ; 

And  love  hath  oft,  well  meaning,  wrought  much  woe. 

Yet  always  pity,  or  pardon,  hath  obtained. 

Be   not  unlike   all   others,   not   austere  SI  5 

As   thou   art   strong,    inflexible  as   steel. 

If  tliou,  in  strength,  all  mortals  dost  exceed, 

In   uncompassionate   anger   do   not   so. 

Sams,  How  cunningly  the  sorceress  displays 
Her  own  transgressions,  to  upbraid  me  mine !  820 

That  malice,  not  repentance,  brought  thee  hither. 
By  this  appears:  I  cave,  thou  say'st,  the  example, 
I  led  tlie  way ;  bitter  reproach,  but  true ; 
I  to  myself  was  false,  ere    thou   to   me ; 
Such  pardon,  therefore,  as  1  give  my  folly,  826 

Take  to  thy  wicked  deed ;  which,  when  thou  scest. 
Impartial,   self-severe,   inexorable, 
Thou  wilt  renounce  thy  seeking,  and  much  rather 
Confess  it  feign*d  :  weakness  is  tliy  excuse, 
And    I    believe   it,    weakness   to    resist  S90 

Philistian    gold ;    if  weakness   may   excuse, 
What   murderer,    what   traitor,    parricidf 
6iccstuous,  sacrilegious,  but  nv.'.y  plead  it? 
All  wickedness  is  weakness:  th  it  plei»,  therefore, 
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With  God  or  man,  will  gain  thee  no  remission. 

But  love  constrain'd  thee :  call  it  furious  rage 

To  satisfy  thy  lust :  love  seeks  to  have  love  ; 

My  love  how  could 'st  thou  hope,  who  tookst  the  way 

To  raise  in  me  inexpiable  hate» 

Knowing,  as  needs  I  must,  by  thee  betray 'd  ? 

In  vain  thou  strivest  to  cover  shame,  with  shame, 

Or,  by  evasions,  thy  crime  uncover'st  more. 

Dal,  Since  thou  determinest  weak  ness  for  no  plea , 
In  roan  or  woman,  though  to  thy  own  condemning, 
Hear  what  assaults  I  had,  what  snares  besides, 
What  sieges  girt  me  round,  ere  I  consented ; 
Which  might  have  awed  the  best- resolved  of  men, 
The  constantest,  to  have  yielded  without  blame. 
It  was  not  gold,  as  to  my  charge  thou  lay*st 
That  wrought  with  me :  thou  know'st  the  magistrates, 
And  princes  of  ray  country,  came  in  person. 
Solicited,  commanded,   threatened,   urged, 
Adjur'd,   by   all   the  bonds  of  civil   duty, 
And  of  religion,  press'd,  how  just   it  was, 
How  honourable,  how   glorious,   to   entrap 
A   common   enemy,   who   had   destroyed 
Such  numbers  of  our  nation :  and  the  priest 
Was  not  behind,   but  ever  at   my   ear, 
Preaching,   how   meritorious  with   the   gods 
It  would  bCy   to   ensnare   an   irreligious 
Dishonourer  of  Dagon:   what  had  I 
To  oppose,  against  such  powerful  arguments  ? 
Only  my  love  of  thee  held   long  debate. 
And  combated,  in  silence,  all.  these  reasoi  s. 
With  hard  contest :  at  length,  that  grounded  maxim, 
So  rife  and  celebrated  in   the   mouths 
Of  wisest  men,   that   to   the   public   good 
Private  respects  must  yield,  with  grave  authority, 
Took   full  possession   of  me,   and   prevail*d ; 
Virtue,  as  I  thought,  truth,  duty,  so  enjoining. 

Soma.  I  thought  where  all  thy  circling  wiles  would  end  ; 
In  feign'd  religion,  smooth  hypocrisy. 
But  nad  thy   love,  still  odiously  pretended, 
Been,  as  it  ought,  sincere,  it  would  have  tauglit  thee 
Far  other  reasonings,  brought  forth  other  deeds. 
I,   before   aU   the   daughters    of  my    tribe, 
And  of  my  nation,  chose  thee,  from  among 
My  enemies,  loved  thee,  as  too  well  thou  knew'st 
Too  well ;  unbosomed  aU  my  secrets  to  thee. 
Not  out  of  levity,   but  overpower'd 
By  thy  request,  who  could  deny  thee  nothing? ; 
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Yet  now  am  judged  an  enemy.     Why  then 

Didst  thou  at  first  receive  me  for  thy  husband  ; 

Then,  as  since  then,  thy  country's  foe  profess *d? 

Being  once  a  wife,  tor  me  thou  wast  to  leave  885 

Parents  and  country ;  nor  was  I  their  subject. 

Nor   under  their   protection,  but  my   own;  i 

Thou  mine,  not  theirs :  if  aught  against  my  life  i 

Thy  country  sought  of  thee,  it  sought  unjustly. 

Against  the   law   of  nature,   law   of  nations  ;  890  ; 

No  more  thy  country,   but  an  impious  crew  '  ' 

Of  men   conspiring   to   uphold   their   state, 

By  worse  than  hostile  deeds,  violating  the  ends 

For  which  our  country  is  a  name  so  dear; 

Not  therefore  to  be  obey'd.  But  zeal  moved  thee;  895 

To.  please  thy  gods  thou  didst  it ;  gods  unable 

To  acquit  themselves,  and  prosecute  their  (bes, 

But  by  ungodly  deeds,  the  contradiction 

Of  their   own   deity,   gods   cannot  be ; 

Less  therefore  to  be  pleased,  obey*d,  or  fear*d.  900 

These  false  pretexts,  and  varnish'd  colours  failing, 

Bare  in  tliy  guilt,  how  foul  must  thou  appear ! 

DaL  In  argument  with  men,  a  woman  ever 
Goes  by  the  worse,  whatever  be  her  cause. 

Sams,  For  want  of  words,  no  doubt,  or  lack   of  Oreath ; 
Witness  when  I  was  worried  with  thy  peals. 

DaL  I  was  a  fool,  too  rash,  and  quite  mistaken 
In  what  I  thought  would  have  succeeded  best. 
Let  me  obtain  forgiveness  of  thee,  Samson; 
Afford  me  place  to  show  what  recompense,  910 

Towards  thee,  I  intend,  for  what  I  have  misdone, 
Misguided ;    only    what   remains    past   cure 
Bear   not  too   sensibly,    nor   still   insist 
To  afflict  thyself  in  vain ;  though  sight  be  lost. 
Life   yet   hath    many   solaces,   enjoy'd,  915 

Where  otiier  senses  want  not  their  delights, 
At   home,    in   leisure,    and   domestic   ease. 
Exempt  from  many  a  care  and  chance,  to  which 
Eyesight  exposes   daily    men    abroad. 
I  to  the  lords  will  intercede,  not  doubting  920 

Their  favourable  ear,  that  1   mav  fetch  thee 
From  forth  this  loathsome  prison-house,  to  abide 
With  me,  where  my  redoubled  love  and  care, 
With  nur:?ing  diUgcnce,  to  me  glad  office, 
May   over   tend   about   thee,    to   old   age,  925 

With  all  things  tfrateful  chcerVl,  and  so  supplied, 
Tliat  what  by  me  thou  hast  lost,  thou  least  shall  mi?s. 

Sams.  Xo,  no;  of  mv  condition  take  no  care; 
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It  fits  not ;  thou  and  I  long  since  are  twain : 

Nor   think    me   so   unwary,   or  accursed,  93Q 

To    bring   my   feet  again    into    the  snare. 

Where  once  I  have  been  caught :  I  know  thy  trains, 

Though  dearly  to  my  cost,  thy  gins,  and  toils  ; 

Thy  fair  enchanted  cup,  and  warbhng  charms, 

No  more  on  me  have  power,  their  force  is  null'd  935 

So  much  of  adder's  wisdom  I  have  learn'd. 

To   fence   my   ear   against   thy   sorceries. 

If,  in  my  flower  of  youUi  and  strength,  when  all  men 

Loved,  honour'd,  feared  me,  thou  alone  could 'st  hate  me. 

Thy  husband — slight  me,  sell  me,  and  forego  me;  940 

How  wouldst  thou  use  me  now,  blind,  and  thereby 

Deceivable,    in   most   things   as   a   child 

Helpless,  thence  easily  contemn'd,  and  scorn'd, 

Ana  last,  neglected  ?    How  wouldst  thou  insult, 

When  I  must  live  uxorious  to  thy  will,  945 

In  perfect  thraldom  ?  How  again  betray  me, 

Bearing  my  words  and  doings  to  the  lords 

To  gloss  upon,  and,  censuring,  frown  or  smile  ? 

This  jail  I  count  the  house  of  liberty 

To  thme,  whose  doors  my  feet  shall  never  enter.  950 

DaL  Let  me  approach,  at  least,  &  touch  thy  hand. 

Sams,  Not  for  thy  hfe,  lest  fierce  remembrance  wake 
My  sudden  rage,  to  tear  thee  joint  by  joint. 
At  distance,  I  forgive  thee  ;  go  with  that ; 
Bewail  thy  falsehood,  and  the  pious  works  955 

It  hath  brought  forth,  to  make  thee  memorable 
Amone  illustrious  women,  faithful  wives : 
Cherish  thy  hasten 'd  widowhood,  with  the  gold 
Of  matrimonial  treason  :  so   farewell. 

DaL  I  see  thou  art  implacable,  more  deaf  960 

To  prayers,  than  winds  and  seas ;  yet  winds  to  seas 
Axe  reconciled  at  length,  and  sea  to  shore : 
Thy  anger,  unappeasable,  still  rages. 
Eternal  tempest,  never  to  be  calm*d. 
Why  do  I  humble  thus  myself  and  suing  965 

For  peace,  reap  nothing  but  repulse  and  hate  ? 
Bid  go,  with  evil  omen,  and  the  brand 
Of  infamy  upon  my  name  denounced  ? 
To  mix  with  thy  concernments  I  desist. 
Henceforth,  nor  too  much  disapprove  my  own.  970 

Fame,  if  not  double-faced,  is  double-mouth'd, 
And,  with  contrary  blast,  proclaims  most  deeds ; 
On  both  his  wings,  one  black,  the  other  white. 
Bears  greatest  names,  in  his  wild  aery  flight. 
My  name,  perhaps,  among  the  circumcised  ^75 
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Jn  Dai),  in  Judah,  and  the  bordering  tribe^p 

To  all  posterity  may  stand  defamed^ 

With  malediction  mention'd,  and  the  blot 

Of  falsehoody  most  unconjugal,  traduced. 

But  in  my  country,  Where  I  most  desire,  980 

In  Ecron,  Gaza^  Asdod,  and  in  Gath, 

I  shall  be  named  among  the  famougest 

Of  women,  sung  at  solemn  festivals, 

Living  and  dead  recorded ;  who,  to  save 

Her  country  from  a  fierce  destroyer,  chose  985 

Above  the  faith  of  wedlock^bands,  my  tonub 

With  odours  visited,  and  annual  flowers ; 

Not  less  renown'd  than,  in  mount  Ephraim, 

Jael,   who   with  inhospitable   guile, 

Smote  Sisera,  sleeping,  through  tlie  temples  nail'd.  990 

Nor   shall   I   count   it   heinous,   to  enjoy 

The  public  marks  of  honour  and  reward ^ 

Conferred  upon  me,  for  the  piety, 

Which,  to  my  country,  I  was  judged  to  have  shown. 

At  this   whoever  envies  or  repines,  995 

I  leave  him  to  his  lot,  and  like  my  own.  [Eix'U. 

Chor,  She's  gone ;  a  manifest  serpent,  by  her  sting, 
Discover*d  in  the  end,  till  now  conccal'd. 

Sams,  So  let  her  go  ;  God  sent  her  to  debase  me. 
And  aggravate  my  folly,  who  committed  1000 

To   such   a   viper   his  most  sacred   trust 
Of  secresy,    my  safety,  and   my   life. 

Chor.  Yet  beauty,  though  injurious,  hath  strange  powci*, 
AftiT  offence  returning,    to   regain 

Love  once  possess'd,  nor  can  be  easily  1005 

Repulsed,  without  much  inward  passion  felt. 
And  secret  sting  of  amorous  remorse. 

Sams.  Love-quarrels  oft  in  pleasing  concord  end ; 
Not  wed  lock- treachery  endangering  life. 

Chor,  It  is  not  virtue,  wisdom,  valour,  wit,  1010 

Strength,  comeliness  of  shape,  or  amplest  merit. 
That  woman's  love  can  win,  or  long  inherit ; 
But    what   it   is,    hard    is   to   say. 
Harder   to   hit 

Which    way  soever  men  refer  it,  1015 

Much  like  thy  riddle,  Samson,  in  one  day 
Or  seven,  though  one  should  musing  sit. 

If  any  of  these,  or  all,  the  Timnian  bride 
Had   not   so  soon    preferr'd 

Tliy  paranymph,  worthless  to  thee  compared,  ^^^ 

Successor   in    thy    bed ; 
Nor  both  so  loosely  disallied 
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Their  nuptials,  nt>f  this  last  so  treacherously 

Had  shorn  the  fatal  harvest  of  thy  head, 

Is  it  for  that  such  outward  ornament  1036 

Was  layish'd   on  their  sex,  that  inward  gifts 

Were  kfl,  for  haste  unfinish'd,  judgment  scant. 

Capacity  not  raised  to  apprehend 

Or   value  what  is  best 

In  choice,  but  oftest  to  afifect  the  wrong  ?  1030 

Or  was  too  much  of  self-love  raix'd. 

Of  constancy   no   root  infix'd, 

That  either  they  love  nothing,  or  not  long  ? 

Whatever  it  be,  to  wisest  men  and  best, 
Seeming,  at  first,  aU  heavenly,  under  virgin  veil.  1035 

Soft,   modest,   meek,   demure; 
Once  ioin'd,  the  contrary  she  proves,  a  thorn 
Intestme,   far  within   defensive   arms, 
A  cleaving  mischief,  in  his  way  to  virtue 
Adverse  and  turbulent,  or,  by  her  charms,  1040 

Draws  him  awry,  enslaved 
With  dotage,  and  his  sense  depraved 
To  folly  and  shameful  deeds,  wnich  ruin  ends. 
What  pilot  so  expert  but  needs  must  wreck, 
Imbark'd  with  such  a  steersmate  at  the  helm?  1045 

Favoured  of  Heaven,  who  finds 
One  virtuous,   rarely  found. 
That  in  domestic  good  combines : 
Happy  that  house  !  his  way  to  peace  is  smooth  : 
Bui. virtue,  which  breaks  through  all  opposition,  1050 

And  all  temptation   can  remove, 
Matt  shines,  and  most  is  acceptable  above. 

Therefore,  God's  universal  law 
Gave  to  the  man   despotic  power. 
Over  his  female,   in   due   awe;  1055 

Nor  from  that  right  to  part  an  hour. 
Smile  she  or  lour: 
So  shall  he  least  confusion  draw 
On  his  whole  life,  not  sway'd 
By  female  usurpation,  or  dismay 'd.  1060 

But  had  we  best  retire?  I  see  a  storm. 

Sam».  Fair  days  have  oft  contracted  wind  &  rain. 

Chor,  But  this  another  kind  of  tempest  brings. 

Samt.  Be  less  abstruse,  my  riddUng  days  are  past. 

Char,  Look  now  for  no  enchanting  voice,  nor  fear         1 055 
The  bait  of  honied  words  ;  a  rougher  tongue 
Draws  hitherward  ;  I  know  him  by  his  stride. 
The  eiant  Harapha  of  Gath ;  his  look 
Hau^ty,  as  is  his  pile  high-built,  and  proud 
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Comes  he  in  peace  ?  wliat  wind  hath  blown  him  hither  1090  \ 

I  less  conjecture,  than  when  first  I  saw  | 

The  sumptuous  Delilah  floating  this  way  :  * 
His  habit  carries  peace,  his  brow  defiance. 

Sams.  Or  peace,  or  not,  ahke  to  me  he  comes.  j 
Chor.  His  freight  we  soon  shall  know ;  he  now  amyei.     1075 

Enter  Harapha. 

Har,  I  come  not,  Samson,  to  condole  thy  chance. 
As  these,  perhaps  ;  yet  wish  it  had  not  been. 
Though  for  no  n'iendly  intent.     1  am  of  Gath ; 
Men  call  me  Harapha,  of  stock  renown'd. 
As  Og,  or  Anak,  and  tlie  Emims  old,  108U 

That  Kiriathaim  held ;  thou  know'st  me  now, 
If  thou  at  all  art  known.     Much  I  have  heard 
Of  thy  prodigious  might,  and  feats  perform*d. 
Incredible   to   me ;    in   this  displeased, 
That   I   was  never  present,   on  the  place  1085 

Of  those  encounters,  where  we  might  have  tried 
Each  other's  force,  in  camp,  or  listed  field ; 
And  now  am  come  to  see,  oi  whom  such  noise 
Hath  walk'd  about,  and  each  limb  to  survey. 
If  thy  appearance  answer  loud  report.  1090 

Sams,  Thy  way  to  know,  were  not  to  see,  but  taste. 

Har,  Dost  thou  already  single  me?  I  thought 
Gyves,  and  the  mill,  had  tamed  thee.  O  that  fortune 
Had  brought  me  to  the  field,  where  thou  art  famed 
To  have  wrought  such  wonders,  with  an  ass's  jaw;  109/$ 

I  should  have  forced  thee  soon,  with  other  arms. 
Or  left  thy  carcass  where  the  ass  lay  thrown  : 
So  had  the  glory  of  prowess  been  recovered , 
To   Palestine,   won   by   a   Philistine, 
From  the  un foreskin 'd  race,  of  whom  thou  bear'st        l  lOO 
The  highest  name,  for  valiant  acts  ;  that  honour. 
Certain  to  have  won,  by  mortal  duel,  from  thee, 
I  lose,  prevented  by  thy  eyes  put  out. 

Sams,  Boast  not  of  what  thou  would'st  have  done,  but  «fo 
What  then  thou  would'st ;  thou  see'st  it  in  thy  hand.    1 105 

Har,  To  combat  with  a  blind  man  I  disdain  ; 
And  thou  hast  need  much  washing,  to  be  touch'd. 

Sams.  Such  usage  as  your  honourable  lords 
Afford   me.   assassinated  and   betray 'd; 
Who  durst  not  with  their  whole  united  powers,  lllO 

In   fight  witlistand  me,  single,  and  unarm'd. 
Nor,  in  the  Iiouse,   with  chamber-ambushes 
Close-banded,  durst  attack  me  ;  no,  not  sleeping 
Till  they  had  ItirM  a  woman  with  their  gold. 
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Breaking  her  marriage-{iaLith»  to  circumvent  me.  1115 

Therefore,  without  feign 'd  shifts,  let  be  assign'd 

Some  narrow  place,  enclosed,  where  sight  may  give  thee 

Or  rather  flight,  no  great  advantage  on  me ; 

Then  put  on  all  thy  gorgeous  arms,  thy  helmet, 

And  Inr^antine  of  brass,  thy  broad  habergeon,  1120 

Vant-brace  and  greves,  and  gauntlet;  add  thy  spear, 

A  weaver's  beam,  and  seven-times-folded  shield  ; 

I  only  with  an  oaken  staff  will  meet  thee, 

And  raise  such  outcries  on  thy  clatter'd  iron^ 

Which  long  shall  not  withhold  me  from  thy  head ;  11 25 

That  in  a  little  time,  while  breath  remains  thee, 

Thou  oft  shalt  wish  thyself  at  Gath,  to  boast. 

Again,  in  safety,  what  thou  would'st  have  done 

To  Samson,  but  shalt  never  see  Gath  more. 

Hot.  Thou  durst  not  thus  disparage  glorious  armif^ ,        11 30 
Which  greatest  heroes  have  in  bittle  worn, 
Their  ornament  and  safety,  had  not  spells. 
And  black  enchantments,some  magician's  art, 
Arm'd  thee,  or  charm'd  thee  strong,  which  thou  from  Heaven 
Feign 'dst,  at  thy  birth,  was  given  thee  in  thy  hair,        1135 
Where  strength  can  least  abide;  though  all  thy  hairs 
Were  bristles,  ranged  like  those  that  ridge  the  back 
Of  chafed  wild  boars,  or  ruffled  porcupines. 

Sam».  I  know  no  spells,  use  no  forbidden  arts  ; 
My  trust  is  in  the  living  God,  who  gave  me,  1140 

At  my  nativity,  this   strength,   diffused 
No  less  throagh  allmy  sinews,  joints,  and  bones. 
Than  thine,  while  I  preserved  these  locks  unshorn. 
The  pledge  of  my  unviolated   vow. 
For  proof  hereof,   if  Dagon  be  thy   god,  1145 

Gro  to  his  temple,  invocate  his  aid, 
With  solemnest  devotion,  spread  before  him, 
How  highly  it  concerns  his  glory  now. 
To  frustrate  and  dissolve  these  magic  spells, 
Which  I   to  be   the  power  of  Israel's  God  1150 

Avow,  and  challenge   Dagon   to   the   test; 
Offering  to  combat  thee,  his  champion  bold. 
With  the  utmost  q{  his  godhead  seconded : 
Then  thou  shalt  see,  or  rather,  to  thy  sorrow, 
Soon  feel,  whose  god  is  strongest,  thine  or  mine.  1 155 

Hot.  Presume  not  on  thy  God  ;  whate'er  he  be  ; 
Thee  he  regards  not,  owns  not,  hath  cut  off 
Quite  from  his  people,  and  deliver'd   up 
Into  thy  enemies*  hand;  permitted  them 
To  put  out  both  thine  eyes ;  and,  fetter'd,  send  thee  11 60 

Into   the  common    prison,  there   to  grind 
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Among  the  slaves  and  asses,  thy  comrades. 

As  good  for  nothing  else,  no  better  service, 

WiUi  those  thy  boisterous  locks,  no  WOTthy  match 

For  valour  to  assail,  nor  by  the  sword  1165 

Of  noble  warrior,  so  to  stain  his  honour, 

But  by  the  barber's  razor  best  subdued. 

Sams,  All  these  indignities,  for  such  they  are, 
From  thine,  these  evils  I  deserve,  and  more  ; 
Acknowledge  them,  from  God,  inflicted  on  me  1170 

Justly ;  yet  despair  not  of  his  final  pardon, 
Whose   ear   is   ever  open,  and  his  eye 
Gracious,  to   re-admit  the  suppliant: 
In   confidence   whereof,  I,  once  again, 
Defy  thee   to   the  trial  of  mortal  fight,  1175 

By  combat  to  decide  whose  god  is  God, 
Thine,  or  whom  I,  with  Israel's  sons,  adore. 

Har,  Fair  honour  that  thou  dost  tliy  God,  in  trustiog 
He  will  accept  thee,  to  defend  his  cause, 
A  murderer,  a  revolter,  and  a  robber!       [me  these?    1180 

Sams.  Tongue-doughty  giant,  how  dost  thou  provti 

Har,  Is  not  thy  nation  subject  to  our  lords  ? 
Their  magistrates  confess'd  it,  when  they  took  thee^ 
As  a  league-breaker,  and  delivered,  bound,  =^' 

Into  our  hands  :  for  hadst  thou  not  committed  }  i^5 

Notorious  murder,  on  those  thirty  men 
At  Ascalon,  who  never  did  thee  harm ; 
Then  like  a  robl)er  stripp'dst  them  of  their  robes  ? 
The  Philistines,  when  thou  hadst  broke  the  league, 
Went  up  with  armed  powers,  thee  only  seeking,  1190 

To  others  did  no  violence  nor  spoil. 

Sams,  Among  the  daughters  of  the  Philistines 
I  chose  a  wife,  which  argued  me  no  foe ; 
And  in  your  city  held  my  nuptial  feast : 
But   your   ill-meaning   politician   lords,  U95 

Under  pretence  of  bridal  friends  and  guests. 
Appointed    to   await   me   thirty   spies, 
Wlio,  threatening  cruel  death,  constrained  the  bride 
To  wring  from  me,  and  tell  to  them,  my  secret, 
That  solv'd  the  riddle,  which  I  had  proposed.  1200 

When  I  perceiv'd  all  set  on  enmity. 
As  on  my  enemies,  wherever  chancwl, 
I   used   hostility,    and    took    their   spoil, 
To   pay  my  undcrminers  in  their  coin. 
My  nation  was  subjected  to  your  lords.  1205 

It  was  the  force  of  conquest ;  force  witli  iorcf: 
Is  well  ejected,  when  the  conquered  can 
But  I,  a  private  person,  whom  mv  count? ^. 
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As  a  league-breaker,  gave  up,  bound,  presumed 

Single  rebellion,   and  did  hostile   acts.  1210 

I  was  no  private,  but  a  person  raised 

With  strength  sufficient,  &  command  from  Heaven, 

To  free  my  country ;  if  their  servile  minds 

Me,  their  deliverer  sent,  would  not  receive. 

But  to  their  masters  gave  me  up  for  naught,  1215 

The  unworthier  they ;  whence  to  this  day  they  serve. 

I  was  to  do  my  part,  from  Heaven  assign'd. 

And  had  performed  it,  if  my  known  offence 

Had  not  disabled  me ;  not  all  your  force : 

Thete  shifts  refuted,  answer  thy  appellant,  1220 

Though  by  his  blindness  maim'd,  for  high  attempts. 

Who  now  defies  thee  thrice  to  single  fight, 

As  a  petty   enterprise  of  small  enforce. 

Har,  With  thee,  a  man  condemn'd,  a  slave  enrolled, 
Due  by  the  law  to  capital  punishment  ?  12'^«'> 

To  fight  with  thee,  no  man  of  arms  will  deign. 

.  Sanu,  Camest  thou  for  this,  vain  boaster,  to  survey  nie 
To  descant  on  my  strength,  &  give  thy  verdict  ? 
Come  nearer ;  part  not  hence  so  slight  informed ; 
But  take  good  need  my  hand  survey  not  thee,  12^ 

Har,  O  Baal-zebub!  can  my  ears,  unused. 
Hear  these  dishonours,  and  not  render  death  ? 

Sanu,  No  man  withholds  thee ;  nothing  from  tliy  hand 
Fear  I  incurable ;  bring  up  thy  van ; 
My  heeb  are  fetter 'd,  but  my  fist  is  free.  1235 

Har,  This  insolence  other  kind  of  answer  fits. 

Sams,  Go,  baffled  coward,  lest  I  run  upon  thee, 
Though  in  these  chains,  bulk  without  spirit  vast ; 
And  with  one  bufiet,  lay  thy  structure  low. 
Or  swing  thee  in  the  air ;  then  dash  thee  down,  1 240 

To  the  hazard  of  thy  brains,  &  shattered  sides. 

Har.  By  Astaroth,  ere  long,  thou  shalt  lament 
These  braveries,  in  irons  loaden  on   thee.    [ExU. 

Chor.  His  giantship  is  gone,  somewhat  crest-ialleu. 
Stalking  with  less  unconscionable  strides,  1245 

And  lower   looks,  but  in   a  sultry  chafe. 

Sams.  I  dread  him  not,  nor  all  his  giant-brood. 
Though  &me  divulge  him  father  of  five  sons. 
All  of  gigantic  size,   Goliah   chief. 

Chor.  He  will  directly  to  the  lords,  I  fear,  1250 

And  with  malicious  counsel,  stir  them  up, 
Some  way  or  other,  yet  further  to  afflict  thee. 

Sams.  He  must  allege  some  cause,  and  offer'd  fight 
Will  not  dare  mention,  lest  a  question  rise, 
Whether  he  durst  accept  the  offer,  or  not;  1255 
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And,  tliat  he  durst  not,  plain  enough  appear'd. 

Much   more   affliction,   than  almdy   relt. 

They  cannot  well  impose,  nor  I  sustain; 

If  they  intend   advantage   of  my  labours, 

The  work  of  many  hands,  which  earns  my  keepings         1260 

With  no  small  profit  daily  to  my  owners. 

But  come  what  will,  my  deadliest  foe  will  prove 

My  speediest  friend,  by  death  to  rid  me  hence ; 

The  worst  that  he  can  give,  to  me  the  best. 

Yet  so  it  may  fiEdl  out,   because  their  end  1265 

Is  hate,  not  help  to  me ;  it  may  with  mine 

Draw  their  own  ruin,  who  attempt  the  deed. 

Chor.  Oh  how  comely  it  is,  &  now  reviving, 
To  the  spirits  of  just  men  long  oppressed ; 
When  God,  into  the  hands  of  their  deliverer,  1270 

Puts   invincible   might. 

To  quell  the  mighty  of  the  earth,  the  oppressor, 
Tlie  brute  and  boisterous  force  of  violent  men. 
Hardy  and  industrious  to  support 

Tyrannic  power ;  but  raging  to  pursue  11V7S 

The  righteous,  and  all  such  as  honour  tmth; 
He,   all   their  ammonition. 
And   feats  of  war  defeats. 
With  plain  heroic  magnitude  of  mind, 
And  celestial  vigour,   arm'd;  1280 

Their  armouries  and  magazines  contemns. 
Renders   them  useless,    while. 
With    winged   expedition, 
Swifl  as  the  lightning  glance,  he  executes 
His  errand  on  the  wicked,  who,  surprised,  1285 

Lose  their  defence,  distracted  and  amazed. 

But  patience   is  more  oft  the   exercise 
Of  saints,  the  trial  of  their  fortitude ; 
Making   them   each    his   own   deliverer. 
And   victor   over   all  1290 

Tliat    tyranny,  or  fortune,  can  inflict. 
Either   of  these    is   in    thy  lot, 
Samson,    witli    might   endued, 
Above  tlie  sons  of  men  ;  but  sight  bereaved 
May   chance   to   number   thee   with    those,  1295 

Whom    patience    finally    must   crown. 

This  idol's  day  hath  been,  to  thee,  no  day  of  rest 
Labo  »ring    thy   mind 

More,   than    the   working   day   thy    hands. 
And  yet,  perhaps,  more  trouble  is  behind;  1300 

For    I    descry    tliis    way 
Some   other  tending,    in    his   hand, 
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A   sceptre  or  quaint  staff  he  bears, 

Comes  on  amain,   speed   in   his   look. 

By  his  habit   I   discern   him   now  1305 

A  public  officer,   and   now   at  hand. 

His  message   wiU  be  short   and   voluble. 

Enter  Officer. 

Q^.  Hebrews,  the  prisoner  Samson  here  I  seek. 

Chor,  His  manacles  remark  liim ;  there  he  sits. 

Off.  Samson,  to  thee  our  lords  thus  bid  me  say ;  1310 

This  day   to   Dagon   is  a   solemn  feast, 
With  sacrifices,  triumph,  pomp,  and  games; 
Thy  strength  they  know  surpassing  human  rate, 
And  now  some  public  proof  thereof  require. 
To  honour  this  great  feast,  and  great  assembly ;  1315 

Rise  therefore,  with  all  speed,  and  come  along. 
Where  I  will  see  thee  hearten'd,  and  fresh  clad, 
To  appear,  as  fits,  before  the  illustrious  lords. 

Sams,  Thou  know'st  I  am  an  Hebrew ;  therefore  tell  them. 
Our  law  forbids,  at  their  religious  rites,  1820 

My  presence ;  for  that  cause  I  cannot  come. 

Off  This  answer,  be  assur'd,  will  not  content  them. 

Sams,  Have  they  not  sword-players,  and  every  sort 
Of  gvmnic   artists,  wrestlers,  riders,  runners, 
Jvgglers,  and  dancers,  antics,  mummers,  mimics,  1325 

But  they  must  pick  me  out,  with  shackles  tired. 
And  over-labour'd   at  their   public   mill. 
To  make  them  sport,  with   blind  activity? 
Do  they  not  seek  occasion  of  new  quarrels, 
On  my  refusal,   to  distress  me  more,  1330 

Or   make  a  game  of  my  calamities? 
Return  the  way  thou  camest ;  I  will  not  come. 

Off,  Regard  thyself;  this  will  offend  them  highly. 

Sams.  Myself?  my  conscience  and  internal  peace. 
Can  they  think   me  so  broken,  so  debased,  1335 

With  corporal  servitude,  that  my  mind  ever 
Will  condescend  to  such  absurd  commands? 
Although  their  drudge,  to  be  their  fool  or  jester. 
And  in  my  midst  of  sorrow  and  heart-grief, 
To  show  them  feats,  and  play  before  their  god,  1 340 

The   worst   of  all   indignities,   yet  on   me 
Jomed  with  extreme  contempt?  I  will  not  come. 

Off,  My  message  was  imposed  on  me  with  speed. 
Brooks   no   delay:   is  this   thy   resolution? 

Sams,  So  take  it,  with  what  speed  thy  message  needs.  1345 

Off.  I  am  sorry  what  this  stoutness  wiU  produce.  [£xi^ 

Samt. Perhar:*  thou  shalt  have  cause  to  soitow  indeed. 
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Char,  Consider,  Samson ;  matters  now  are  strain'd. 
Up  to  the  highthy  whether  to  hold  or  break : 
He's  gone ;  and  who  knows  how  he  may  report  1 3i 

Thy  words,  by  adding  ftiel   to  the  name? 
Expect  another  message,   more   imperious. 
More  lordly  thundering,  than  thou  well  wilt  bear. 

Sams,  Shall  I  abuse  this  consecrated  gift 
Of  strength,   again   returning  with  my  hair,  Idj 

After  my  great  transgression ;  so   requite 
Favour  renew'd,  and   add   a   greater   sin. 
By   prostituting   holy   things   to  idols; 
A   Nazarite   in   place   abominable, 
Vaunting  my  strength,  in  honour  to  their  Dagon  ?  1 3< 

Besides,   how   vile,   contemptible,   ridiculous. 
What  act  more  execrably  unclean,  profane? 

Chor.  Yet  with  this  strength  thou  servest  the  Philistine 
Idolatrous,  uncircumcised,  unclean. 

Sams,  Not  in  their  idol- worship,  but  by  labour,  18 

Honest  and  lawful,   to  deserve  my  food 
Of  those,  who  have  me  in  their  civil  power. 

Chor.  Where  the  heartjoins  not,  outward  acts  defile  nut. 

Sams,  Where  outward  force  constrains,  the  sentence  bol< 
But  who  constrains  me  to  the  temple  of  Dagon,  1 3 

Not  dragging  ?  The  Philistian  lords  command. 
Ck)mmauas  are  no  constraints.     If  I  obey  them, 
I  do   it   freely,   venturing   to   displease 
God,  for  the  fear  of  man,  and  man  prefer, 
Set   God   behind :    which,  in   his  jealousy,  1;^ 

Shall   never,  unrepented,    find   forgiveness. 
Yet  that  he  may  dispense  with  me,  or  thee. 
Present  in   temples,   at   idolatrous   rites. 
For  some  important  cause,  thou  need'st  not  doubt. 

Chor,  How  thou  wilt  comeofFhere,  surmounts  my  reach. 

Sams.  Be  of  good  courage ;  I  begin  to  feel 
Some  rousing  motions  in  me,  which  dispose, 
To  something  extraordinary,  my  thoughts. 
i   with   this   messenger   will    go   along, 
Notliing  to  do,  be  sure,  that  may  dishonour,  I8' 

Our  law,  or  stain  my  vow  of  Nazarite. 
If  there  be  aught  of  presage  in  the  mind, 
This  day  will   be  remarkable  in  my   life, 
By  some  great  act,  or  of  my  days  the  last. 

Chor.  In  time  thou  hast  resolved,  the  man  returns.       18! 

Off.  Samson,  tliis  second  message  from  our  lords 
To  thee  I  am  bid  say.     Art  thou  our  slave, 
Our  captive,  at  the  public  mill  our  drudge, 
And  daiest  thou  at  our  sending^  and  command. 
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Dispute  thy  coming?  come  without  delay;  1395 

Or  we  shafi  find  such  engines   to  assail 
And  hamper  thee,  as  thou  shalt  come  of  force. 
Though  thou  wert  firmh'er  fastened  than  a  rock. 

Sams,  I  could  be  well  content  to  try  their  art. 
Which,  to  no  few  of  them,  would  prove  pernicious.        1400 
Yet  knowing  their  advantages  too  many. 
Because  they  shall  not  trail  me,  through  their  streets, 
like  a  wild  beast,  I  am  content  to  go. 
Masters*  conmiands  come,  with  a  power  resistless, 
To  such  as  owe  them   absolute  subjection  ;  1405 

And,  for  a  life,  who  will  not  change  his  purpose  ? 
So  mutable  are  all   the  ways  of  men; 
Tet  this  be  sure,  is  nothing  to  comply 
Scandalous,   or  forbidden   in   our  law. 

Off,  I  praise  thy  resolution  :  doff  these  links  :  I4IO 

By  this  compliance,  thou  wilt  win  the  lords 
To  favour,  and,  perhaps,  to  set  thee  free. 

Sanu.  Brethren,  farewell ;  your  company,  along, 
I  will  not  wish,  lest  it  perhaps  offend  them, 
To  see  me  girt  with  friends ;  and  how  the  sight  1415 

Of  me,  as  of  a  common  enemy. 
So  drteded  once,  may  now  exasperate  them, 
1  know  not :  lords  are  lordliest  in  their  wine ; 
And  the  well-feasted  priest  then  soonest  fired 
With  zeal,  if  aught  religion  seem  concern 'd ;  1420 

No  less  the  people  on   their  holy-days, 
Impetuous,   insolent,   unquenchable : 
Happen  what  may,  of  me  expect  to  hear 
Nothing  dishonour-^ hie,  impure,  unworthy 
Our  Grod,  our  law,  my  nation,  or  myself;  H'^o 

The  last  of  me,  or  no,  I  cannot  warrant. 

Chor,  Qoj  and   the   Holy   Ono 
Of  Israel  be  thy  ;^uide. 

To  what  may  serve  bis  glory  best,  &  spread  his  name, 
Great  among  the   Heathen   round  ;  1 4-30 

Send  thee  the  angel  of  thy  birth,  to  stand 
Fast  by  thy  side,  who,  from  thy  father's  field. 
Rode  up  in  flames,  after  his  message  told 
Of  thy  conception,  and  be  now  a  shield 
Of  fire ;  that  spirit,  that  first  nished  on  thee  \  435 

In   the  camp   of  Dan, 
Be  efficacious  in  thee  now  at  need. 
For  never  was  from  Heaven  imparted 
Measure  of  strength  so  great  to  mortal  seed. 
As  in  thy  wondrous  actions  hath  been  seen. —  1440 

But  wherefore  comes  old  Manoah  in  such  haste, 
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With  youthfiil  steps?  much  liveliar  tlian  ere  while 
He  seems ;  supDOiiiig  here  to  find  hb  soiiy 
Or  of  him  bringing  to  us  some  glad  news  ? 

Enter  Manoah. 

Man.  Peace  with  you,  brethren ;  my  hiducemeQt       1445 
Was  not  at  present  here  to  Bud  my  son,        piither 
By  order  of  the  lords  now  parted  heace^ 
To  come  and  play  before  them  at  their  feast. 
I  heard   all  as  I  came ;   the  city  rings, 
And  numbers  thither  flock  :  I  had  no  wifl,  1450 

Lest  I  should  see  him  forced  to  things  omeemly, 
But  that  which  moved  my  coming  now,  was  chiefly 
To  give  ye  part  with  me  what  hope  I  have, 
With   good   success,  to  work  his  liberty. 

Chor,  That  hope  would  much  rejoice  ns  to  partake        1  ^5 
With  thee  ;  say,  reverend  sire,  we  thirst  to  hear. 

Man,  I  have  attempted  one  by  one  the  lords, 
Either  at  home,  or  through  the  hieh  street  passing. 
With  supplication  prone,  and  fiuher*s  tears, 
To  accept  of  ransom  for  my  son,  their  prisoner.  t4W 

Some  much  averse  I  found,  and  wondrous  harsh, 
Contemptuous,  proud,  set  on  revenge  and  spite ; 
That  part  most  reverenced  Dagon  and  his  priests : 
Others  more  moderate  seeming,  but  their  aim 
Private  reward,  for  which  both  God  &  state  1465 

They  easily  would  set  to  sale :  a   third. 
More  generous  far  and  civil,  who  confessed 
They  had  enough  revenged,  havine  reduced 
Their  foe  to  misery,  beneath  their  fears ; 
The  rest  was    magnanimity   to   remit,  1470 

If  some  convenient  ransom  were  proposed. — 
Wliat  noise  or  shout  was  that  ?  it  tore  the  sky. 

Chor.  Doubtless  the  people  shouting,  to  behold 
Tlieir  once  great  dread,  captive,  &  blind  before  them 
Or  at  some  proof  of  strength,  before  them  shown.  1475 

Man.  His  ransom,  if  my  whole  inheritance 
May  compass  it,  shall  willingly  be  paid, 
And  numbered  djown  :  much  rather  I  shall  choose 
To  live  the  poorest  in  my  tribe,  than  richest, 
And  he  in  that  calamitous  prison  left.  1480 

No ;  I  am  fix'd  not  to  part  hence  without  him. 
For  his  redemption,  all  my  patrimony, 
If  need    be,  I    am   ready  to   forego 
And  quit :  not  wanting  him,  I  shall  want  nothing. 

Chor.  Fathers  are  wont  to  lay  up  for  their  sous ;  1485 

Thou   for  thy  son  are  bent  to  lay  out  all ; 
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Sons  wont  to  nurse  their  parents  in  old  age ; 
Thou  in  old  age,  carest  how  to  nurse  thy  son. 
Made  older  than  thy  age  through  eye-sight  lost. 

Man,  It  shall  be  my  delight  to  tend  his  eyes,  1490 

And  view  him,  sitting  in  the  house,  ennoUed, 
With  all  those  high  exploits,  by  him  achieved, 
And,  on  his  shoulders,  waving  down  those  locks, 
That  of  a  nation  arm'd,  the  strength  contained  : 
And  I  persuade  me.  God  had  not  permitted  1496 

His  strength  again  to  gprow  up  with  his  hair, 
Giarrison'd,  round  about  him,  like  a  camp 
Of  faithful  soldiery,  were  not  his  purpose 
To  use  him  further  yet,  in  some  great  service  ; 
Not  to  sit  idle  wiUi  so  great  a  gift,  1500 

Useless,  and  thence  ridiculous,  about  him. 
And,  since  his  strength  with  eye-sight  was  not  lost, 
God  will  restore  faim  eye-sight  to  his  strength. 

Ckor.  Thy  hopes  are  not  iU-lbunded,  nor  seem  vain 
Of  his  delivery,  and  thy  joy  thereon  1606 

Conceived,  agreeable  to  a  father's  love. 
In  both  which  we,  as  next,  participate. 

Man.  I  know  your  friendly  minds  & — O  what  noise! 
Mercy  of  Heaven,  what  hideous  noise  was  that ! 
Horribly  loud,  unlike   the  former  shout.  1610 

Ckor.  Noise  call  you  it,  or  universal  groan, 
As   if  the   whole  mbabitatioD   periah'd! 
Blood,  death,  &  deathful  deeds,  are  in  that  noise ; 
Ruin,   destruction^   at  the  utmost  point. 

Man.  Of  ruin  indeed,  methought,  I  heard  thesoise:  ^615 
Oh  it  continues ;  they  have  slain  my  son. 

Ckor.  Thy  son  is  rr^ther  slaying  them  ;  that  outcry, 
From  slaugnter  of  one  foe,  could  not  ascend. 

Man.  Some  dismal  accident  it  needs  must  be ; 
Wbat  shaU  we  do ;  stay  here,  or  run  and  see  ?  1620 

Ckor.  Best  keep  together  here,  lest,  running  thither. 
We  unawares  run  into  danger's  mouth. 
This  evil  on  the  Philistines  is  fail'n ; 
From  whom  could  else  a  general  cry  be  heard  ? 
The  sufferers  then  will  scarce  m(^8t  us  here  ;  i  326 

From  other  hands  we  need  not  much  to  fear. 
What  if  his  eye-sight,  for  to  Israel's  God 
Nothing  is  hard,   by   miracle   restored. 
He  now  be  dealing  dole  among  his  foes, 
And  over  heaps  of  slaughtered  walk  his  way  ?  1530 

Man.  That  were  a  ioy  presumptuous  to  be  thought. 

Char.  Yet  God  haa  wrought  things  as  incredible, 
For  his  people  of  old  ;  what  hinders  now  ? 

2  b -2 
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Man.  He  can,  I  know,  but  doubt  to  think  lie  will ; 
Yet  hope  would  fain  subscribe,  &  tempts  belief.  1533 

A  little  stay  will  bring  some  notice  hither. 

CAor.  Of  good  or  bad  so  great,  of  bad  the  sooner ; 
For  evil  news  rides  post,  while  good  news  baits. 
And,  to  our  wish,  I  see  one  hither  speeding. 
An  Hebrew,  as  I  guess,  and  of  our  tribe.  1540 

Enter  Messenger. 

Mess,  O  whither  shall  I  run.  or  which  way  fly 
The  sight  of  this  so  horrid  spectacle, 
Which  erst  my  eyes  beheld,  and  yet  behold  ? 
For  dire  imagination  still  pursues  me. 
But  providence,  or  instinct  of  nature,  seems,  1545 

Or  reason  though  disturb'd,  &  scarce  consulted. 
To  have  guided  me  aright,  I  know  not  how. 
To  thee  first,  reverend  Manoah,  and  to  these 
My  countrymen,  whom  here  I  knew  remaining. 
As  at  some  distance  from  the  place  of  horror,  2550 

So,  in  the  sad  event,  too  much  concerned. 

Man,  The  accident  was  loud,  &  here,  before  thee. 
With  rueful  cry  ;  yet  what  it  was  we  hear  not ; 
No  preface  needs,  thou  seest  we  long  to  know.    . 

Mess,  It  would  burst  forth,  but  I  recover  breatL.  1555 

And  sense  distract,  to  know  well  what  I  utter. 

Man,  Tell  us  the  sum,  the  circumstance  defer. 

Mess,  Gaza  yet  stands,  but  all  her  sons  are  fall'n ; 
All  in   a  moment  overwlielm'd  and  faU'n. 

Man,  Sad,  but  thou  know'st  to  Israelites  not  saddest,     1560 
The   desolation    of   a   hostile  city. 

Mess.  Feed  on  that  first;  there  may  in  grief  be  surteit. 

Man.  Relate  by  whom. 

Mess.  By  Samson. 

Man,  Tliat  still  lessens  15d6 

The  sorrow,  and  converts  it  nigh  to  joy. 

Mess.  All  Manoah,  1  refrain  too  suddenly 
To   utter,   what   will   come  at   last   too   soon, 
Lest   evil    tidings,    with    too   rude   irruption, 
Hitting  thy  aged  ear,  should  pierce  too  deep.  1570 

Man»  Suspense  in  news  is  torture;  speak  them  out. 

Mess.  Take  then  the  worst  in  brief,  Samson  is  dead. 

Man.  Ttie  worst  indeed;  O  all  my  hopes  defeated 
To  free  him  hence !  but  death  who  sets  all  free, 
Hath  paid  his  ransom  now%  and  full  discharge.  1576 

What  windy  joy  this  day  had   I  conceived, 
Hopeful  of  his  delivery,  whicli  now  proves 
Abortive,  as  the    first- born    bloom   of  spring 
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Nipp'd  with  the  lagging  rear  of  winter's  frost ! 

Yet  ere  I  give   the  reins  of  grief,  say  first,  15 80 

How  died  he;  death  to  life  is  crown  or  shame. 

AU  by  him  fell,  thou  say'st ;  by  whom  fell  he  ; 

What  glorious  hand  gave  Samson  his  death's  wound? 

Mess.  Un wounded  of  his  enemies  he  fell. 

Man.  Wearied  with  slaughter  then,  or  how  ?  explain. 

Mess,   By   his   own  hands. 

Man,  Self-violence?   what  cause 
Brought  him  so  soon  at  variance  with  himseU*, 
Among  his   foes  ? 

Mess,  Inevitable  cause,  1 500 

At  once  both  to  destroy,  and  be  destroyed  : 
The  edifice,  where  all  were  met  to  see  him, 
Upon  their  heads,  and  on  his  own,  he  pull'd. 

Man,  O  lastly  over-strong  against  thyself! 
A  dreadful  way  thou  took'st  to  thy  revenge.  1595 

More  than  enough  we  know  ;  but  while  things  yet 
Are  in  confusion,  give   us,  if  tliou   canst, 
Eye-witness  of  what  first,  or  last  was  done, 
Relation   more   particular   and   distinct. 

Mess,  Occasions  drew  me  early  to  this  city  :  I  GOO 

And  as   the  gates  I  enter *d,  with   sun-rise, 
The  morning  trumpets   festival   proclaim'd. 
Through  each  high-street :  litth  I  had  dispatch 'd. 
When  all  abroad  was  rumour*d,  that  this  day 
Samson  should  be  brought  forth,  to  show  the  people         1 605 
Proof  of  his  mighty  strength,  in  feats  and  games  ; 
I   Borrow'd  at  his  captive   state,  but   minded 
Not  to   be   absent   at  that   spectacle. 
The  building   was   a   spacious  theatre. 
Half-round,  on  two  main  pillars,  vaulted  high,  1610 

With  seats  where  all  the  lords,  &  each  degree 
Of  sort,   mi^ht  sit  in   order   to   behold ; 
The  other  side  was  open,  where  the  throng 
On  banks  and  scaffolds,  under  sky,  might  stand  ; 
I   among   these   aloof  obscurely   stood.  i615 

The  feast  and  noon  grew  high,  and  sacrifice 
Had  fiird  their  hearts  with  mirth,  high  cheer,  &  wine, 
When  to  their  sports  they  tum'd.     Immediately 
Was   Samson,  as   a   pubhc   servant,   brought. 
In  their  state  livery  clad  ;  before  him   pipes  1 620 

And  timbrels,  on  each  side  went  armed  guards. 
Both  horse  and  foot,  before  him  and  behind 
Archers,  and  slingers,  cataphracts  and  spears. 
At  sight  of  him   the   people,  with  a  shout, 
Rifted  the  air,  clamouring  their  god  with  praise,  1625 
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Who  bad  made  their  dreadful  enemy  their  thrall. 
He  patient,  but  undaunted  where  they  led  himy 
Came  to  the  place,  and  what  was  set  before  bim. 
Which,  without  help  of  eye,  might  be  assay'd, 
To  heave,  pull,  draw,  or  break,  he  still  perfbrmM,         1630 
AH   with   mcredible,   stupendous   force^ 
None   daring  to   appear   antagonist. 
At  length,  for  intermission  sake,  they  led  him 
Between  the  pillars  ;  he  his  guide  requested , 
For  so  from  such  as  nearer  stood  we  heard,  1635 

As   over-tir*d,   to   let  him   lean  a  while. 
With  both  his  arms,  on  those  two  massy  pillars. 
That  to  the  arched  roof  gave  main  supjx)rc. 
He,  unsuspicious,  led  him  ;  which  when  Samson 
Felt  in  his  arms,  with  head  a  while  inclined,  1640 

And  eyes  fast  (ix*d,  he  stood,  as  one  who  pray*d. 
Or  some  great  matter  in  his  mind  revolved : 
At  last,  with  head  erect,  thus  cried   aloud. 
'*  Hitherto,  lords,  what  your  commands  imposed 
I   have  perform*d,  as  reason  was,  obeying,  1645 

Not   without  wonder  or  delight  beheld : 
Now,  of  my  own  accord,  such   other  trial 
I  mean  to  show  you  of  my  strength,  yet  greater ; 
As,  with  amaze,  shall  strike  all  who'  behold." 
Tnis  utter'd,  straining  all  his  nerves,  he  bow*d,  1650 

As  with  the  force  of  winds  and  waters  pent. 
When  mountains  tremble,  those  two  massy  pillars, 
With   horrible   convulsion   to   and   fro. 
He  tugg'd,  he  shook,  till  down  tliey  came,  &  drew 
The  whole  roof  after  them,  with  burst  of  thunder,  1655 

Upon   the   heads   of  all   who   sat  beneath, 
Lords,  ladies,  captains,  counsellors,  or  priests. 
Their  choice  nobility  and  flower,  not   only 
Of  this,    but   each   Philistian    city   round, 
Met   from   all   parts   ta  solemnize  this  feast.  1660 

Samson,    with   these   immix'd,    inevitably 
Puird  down  the  same  destruction  on  himself; 
The  vulgar  only  'scaped  who   stood   without. 
Chor.  O  dearly  bought  reveneje,  yet  glorious 
Living   or  dying   ihou    hast  fulfill  d  ]665 

The   work,    for   which    thou    wast   foretold 
To    Israel;    and    now    lyest  victorious, 
Among    thy   slain,    self-kill'd. 
Not    willingly,    but   tangled    in    the   fold 
Of  dire  necessity,  whose  law  in  death  conjoin'd  167U 

Thee  with  thy  slaughtered  foes,  in  number  more 
Than  all  thy  hfe  hath  slain  before. 
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mtckor.  While  their  hearts  were  jocund  &  sublime, 

with  idolatry,  druak  with  wine 

:,  regorged  of  bulls  and  goats,  1975 

ng  their  idol,  and  preferring 

our  living   Dread,   who  dwells 

,   his  bright  sanctuary  : 

them  he  a  spirit  of  phrenzy  sent, 

urt  their   minds,  1680 

^ed  them  on,  with  mad  desire, 

in  haste  for  their  destroyer : 
)nly  set  on  sport  and  play, 
ingly   importuned 

vn  destruction  to  come  speedy  upon  them  ]  685 

1  are   mortal   men, 
into   wrath  divine, 
'  own  ruin  on  themselves  to  invite ; 
te  left,  or  to  sense  reprobate, 
th  blindness  internal  struck.  1690 

michor.  But  he,  though  blind  of  sight, 
d  and  thought  extinguished  quite, 
nward   eyes  illuminated, 
ry  virtue  roused, 

nder  ashes,  into  sudden  flame,  ICd': 

i  an  eveniDg  dragon,  came 
It  on  the  perched  roosts, 
»ts,   in  order  ranged, 
e  villatic  fowl ;  but,  as  an  eagle, 
idless  thunder  bolted  on  their  heads.  1 700 

ue  given   for  lost, 
('d,  and  overthrown,  as  seem*d, 
lat  self-begotten  bird, 

Arabian   woods  emboss'd, 
0   second  knows,   nor  third,  1705 

y   ere   while   a  holocaust, 
ut  her  ashy  womb  now  teem'd, 
I,  reflourishes,  then  vigorous  most 
most  unactive  deem'd ; 

lOugh  her  body  die,  her  fame  survives,  1710 

liar   bird,   ages  of  lives. 
.  Come,  come,  no  time  for  lamentation  now, 
ich  more  cause ;  Samson  hat}i  quit  himself 
imson,  and  heroically  hath  ^nish'd 

heroic,   on   his   enemies  17 \B 

sveng'd,  hath  left  them  years  of  mourning 
mentation  to  the  sons  of  Caphtor, 
h  all  Philistian  bounds;  to  Israel 
:  hath  left,  and  freedom,  let  but  them 
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Find  courage  to  lay  hold  on  this  occasion  ;  1720 

To  himself  and  father's  house  eternal  fame ; 
And,  which  is  best  and  happiest  yet,  all  this 
With  Grod  not  parted  from  him,  as  was  fear'd. 
But  favouring  and  assisting  to   the   end. 
Nothing  is  here  for  tears,  nothing  to  wail,  1 725 

Or  knock  the  breast,  no  weakness,  no  contempt, 
Dispraise,  or  blame,  nothing  but  well  and  fair, 
And  what  may  quiet  us  in  a  death  so  noble 
Let  us  go  find  the  body  where  it  lies, 
Soak'd  in  his  enemies*  blood,  &,  from  the  stream,  i7S0 

With  layers  pure  and  cleansing  herbs,  wash  off 
The  clotted  gore.     I,  with  what  speed  the  while, 
Gaza  is  not  in  plight  to  say  us  nay. 
Will  send  for  all  my  kindred,  all  my  friends, 
To  fetch  him  hence,  and  solemnly  attend,  1784 

With   silent  obsequy  and  funeral  train, 
Home  to  his  father's  house  :  there  will  I  build  him 
A  monument,  and  plant  it  round  with  shade 
Of  laurel,  ever  green,  and  branching  palm, 
With  all  his  trophies  hung,  and  acts  enroll'd,  ^  ^'^ 

In  copious  legend,  or  sweet  lyric  song. 
Thither  shall  all  the  valiant  youth  resort. 
And,  from  his  memory,  inflame  their  breasts 
To  matchless  valour,  and  adventures  high  : 
The  virgins  also  shall,  on  feastful  days,  1745 

Visit  his  tomb  with  flowers ;  only  bewailing 
His  lot  unfortunate,  in  nuptial  choice. 
From  whence  captivity  and  loss  of  eyes. 
Chor,  All  is  best,  though  we  oft  doubt. 
What  the  unsearchable  dispose  1750 

Of  highest  Wisdom  brings  about, 
And  ever  best  found  in  the  close. 
Oft  he  seems  to  hide  his  face. 
But  unexpectedly  returns, 

And  to  his  faithful  champion,  hath  in  place  1765 

Bore  witness  gloriously ;  whence  Gaza  mourns^ 
And  all  that  band  tliem  to  resist 
His  uncontrollable    intent; 
His  servants  he,  with  new  acquist 

Of  true  experience,  from  this  great  event,  1760 

With  peace  &  consolation  hath  dismissed. 
And,  calm  of  mind,  all  passion   s|)ent. 
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COMUS. 

A  MASK, 

PRE8EHTED    AT    LUDLOW    CASTLE,    1634. 


BEFORE 


JOHN,  EARL  OF  BRIDGEWATKR. 


THRN    PRESIDENT    OF   WA  I  R9. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE'^ 

JOHN,  LORD  VISCOUNT  BRACKLY,1 
8<m  and  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater. 

Mt  Lord, 

This  Poem,  which  receiyed  its  first  occasion  of  birth 
from  yourself  and  others  of  your  noble  family,  and 
much  honour  from  your  own  peraon  in  the  perform- 
ance,  now  returns  again  to  make  a  final  Dedication 
of  itself  to  you.  Although  not  openly  acknowledged 
by  the  Author,t  yet  it  is  a  legitimate  oflFspring,  so 
kiyely  and  so  much  desired,  that  the  often  copying 
of  it  hath  tired  my  pen  to  giye  my  several  friends 
satisfttctioUy  and  brought  me  to  a  necessity  of  pro- 
ducing it  to  the  public  yiew ;  and  now  to  ofier  it  up 
in  all  rightful  deyotion  to  those  fair  hopes,  and  rare 
endowments  of  your  much  promising  youth,  which 
give  a  full  assurance,  to  all  that  know  you,  of  a  future 
excellence.  Liye,  sweet  Lord,  to  be  the  honour  of 
your  name,  and  receiye  this  as  your  own,  from  the 
hands  of  him  who  hath  by  many  favours  been  long 
obliged  to  your  most  honoured  parents,  and  as  in 
this  representation  your  attendant  Thy r sis,  so  now  m 
all  real  expression. 

Your  faithful  and  most  humble  servant, 

H.  LAWES. 


•  TbiM  iM  the  dwlicatlon  to  Lawef'i  edition  of  the  Maak,  l&V. 

t  Hw  Flnt  Brother  in  the  Mask.     Wartom, 

t  It  ncvvr  appeared  under  Milton'a  name  till  the  year  iSJA. 


OOMUS. 


THE    PERSONA. 


The  Attendant  Spirit, 
afterwards  m  the  habit 
of  Thyreis. 

Comas,  with  his  Crew. 


The  Lady. 
First  brother. 
Second  Brother, 
Sabrina,  the  Nymph. 


THE   CHIEF    PERSOlfS,    WHO    PRESENTED,    WERE 

The  Lord  Brackley. 

Mr,  Thomas  ^erton,  his  brother. 

The  Lady  Alice  Egerton. 


COMUS. 

The  first  scene  discovers  a  unid  wood. 
The  Attendant  Spirit  descends  or  enters. 

jBefore  the  starry  threshoM  of  Jove's  court 
My  mansion  is,  where  those  immortal  shapes 
Of  bright  aerial  spirits  five  insphered, 
In  regions  mild  of  calm  and  serene  air, 
Above  the  smoke  and  stir  of  this  dim  spot, 
Which  men  call  Earth,  &  with  low-thoughted  care 
Confined,  and,  pester*d  in  this  pinfold  here. 
Strive  to  keep  up  a  frail  and  feverish  being, 
Unmindful  of  the  crown  that  virtue  gives. 
After  this  mortal  change,  to  her  true  servants, 
Amongst  the  enthroned  gods  on  sainted  seats. 
Yet  some  there  be,  that  by  due  steps  aspire 
To  lay  their  just  hands  on  that  golden  key. 
That  opes  the   palace  of  eternity  : 
To  snch  my  errand  is ;  and  but  for  such, 
I  would   not  soil  these  pure  ambrosial  weeds 
With  the  rank  vapours  of  this  sin- worn  mould. 

But  to  my  task.  Neptune,  besides  the  sway 
Of  every  salt  flood,  and  each  ebbing  stream. 
Took  in  by  lot,  *twLxt  high  and  nether  Jove, 
Imperial  rule  of  all   the  sea-gtrt  isles, 
That,  like  to  rich  and  various  gems,  inlay 
The  unadorned   bosom  of  the  deep  ; 
Which  he,  to  grace  his  tributary  gods, 
By  course  commits  to  several  government, 
And  gives  them  leave  to  wear  their  sapphire  crowns. 
And  wield  their  little  tridents ;  but  dus  isle. 
The  greatest  and  the  best  of  all  the  main. 
He  quarters  to  his  blue-haired  deities; 
And  all  this  tract,  that  fronts  the  falling  sun, 
A  noble  peer,  of  niickle  trust  and  power. 
Has  in  his  charge,  with  tempered  awe,  to  guide 
An  old  and  haughty  nation,  proud  in  arms  : 
Where  bis  fair  offspring,  nursed  in  princely  lore, 
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Are  coming  to  attend  their  father's  state, 
And  new-entrusted  sceptre :  but  their  way 
Lies  through  the  perplexed  paths  of  this  drear  wood. 
The  nodding  horror  of  whose  shady  brows 
Threats  the  forlorn  and  wandering  passenger ; 
And  here  their  tender  age  might  suffer  p^. 
But  that  by  quick  command  from  soyereign  Jove, 
I  was  despatched  for  their  defence  and  guard  : 
And  listen  why,  for  I  will  tell  you  now. 
What  never  yet  was  heard  in  tale  or  song. 
From  old  or  modem  bard,  in  hall  or  bower. 

Bacchus,  that  first,  from  out  the  purple  gprape, 
Crush'd  the  sweet  poison  of  misused  wine, 
Afler  the  Tuscan  mariners  transfonu'd. 
Coasting  the  Tyrrhene  shore,  as  the  winds  listed, 
On  Circe's  island  fell :   who  knows  not  Circe, 
The  daughter  of  the  Sun  ?  whose  charmed  cup 
Whoever  tasted,  lost  his  upright  shape. 
And  downward  fell,  into  a  groveling  swine  ? 
This  Nymph,  that  gaz'd  upon  his  clustering  locks, 
With  ivy  berries  wreath 'd,  and  his  blithe  youth. 
Had  by  him,  ere  he  parted  thence,  a  son. 
Much  like  his  father,  but  his  mother  more. 
Whom  therefore  she  bsought  up,  &  Comus  named  : 
Who,  ripe,  and  frolic  of  his  full-grown  age. 
Roving   the   Celtic  and    Iberian    fields. 
At  last  betakes  him  to  this  ominous  wood, 
And,  in  thick  shelter  of  black  shades  imbower'd. 
Excels  his  mother,  at  her  mighty  art, 
Offering,   to   every    weary   traveller. 
His   orient  liquor,   in   a   crystal  glass,        [taste, 
To  quench  the  drouth  of  Phoebus ;  which  as  they 
For  most  do  taste  through  fond  intemperate  thirst. 
Soon  as  the  potion  works,  their  human  countenance, 
The  express  resemblance  of  the  gods,  is  changed. 
Into  some  brutish  form,  of  wolf,  or  bear. 
Or  ounce,  or  tiger,  hog,  or  bearded  goat. 
All  other  parts  remaining  as  they  were; 
And  they,   so   perfect   is  their   misery. 
Not  once  perceive  their  foul  disfigurement. 
But  boast  themselves  more  comely  than  before; 
And  all  their  friends  and  native  home  forget. 
To   roll   with   pleasure   in    a   sensual  sty. 
Therefore,  when  any,  favour'd  of  high  Jove, 
Chances  to  pass  tli rough  this  adventurous  glade 
Swift,  as  the  sparkle  of  a  glancing  star, 
1  shoot  from  Heaven,  to  give  him  safe  convoy. 
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As  now  I  do :  but  first  I  must  put  off 
These  my  sky-robes,  spun  out  of  Iris*  woof. 
And  take  th<*  weeds,  and  likeness,  of  a  swain, 
That  to  the  service  of  this  house  belongs, 
Who,  with  his  soft  pipe,  and  smooth  dittied  song,  * 
Well  knows  to  still  the  wild  winds  when  they  roar, 
And  hush  the  waving  woods ;  nor  of  less  faith  : 
And  in  this  office  of  his  mountain  watch^ 
Likeliest,  and  nearest,  to  the  present  aid 
Of  this  occasion.      But  I  hear  the  tread 
Of  hateful  steps ;  I  must  be  viewless  now. 

Com  us  enters,  with  a  charming-rod  in  one  hand,  his 
glass  in  the  other ;  with  him  a  rout  of  monsters, 
headed  like  sundry  sorts  of  wild  beasts,  but  other- 
wise Uke  men  and  women,  their  apparel  glistering ; 
they  come  tn  making  a  riotous  and  unruly  noise, 
with  torches  in  their  hands. 

COM  us. 

The  star  that  bids  the  shepherd  fold. 
Now  the  top  of  Heaven  doth  hold  : 
And   the  ^ded  car  of  day 
His  glowing   axle  doth  allay, 
In  the  steep  Atlantic  stream; 
And  the  slope  Sun  his  upward  beam 
Shoots  agamst  the  dusky  pole, 
Pacing  toward  the   other  goal 
Of  his  chamber  in   the   East. 
Meanwhile  welcome  Joy,  and  Feast, 
Midnight  Shout,   and   Revelry, 
Tipsy   Dance,   and  Jollity. 
Braid  your  locks  with  rosy  twine, 
Dropping  odours,  dropping  wine. 
Rigour  now   is  gone  to   bed, 
And  Advice,  with  scrupulous  head. 
Strict  A^e,  and   sour   Severity, 
With  their  grave  saws,  in  slumber  lie. 
We,   that  are   of  purer   fire. 
Imitate  the   starry   quire, 
Who,  in  their  nightly  watchfiil  spheres. 
Lead,  in  swift  round,  the  months  and  years. 
The  sounds  and  seas,  with  all  their  finny  drove, 
Now  to  the  moon  in  wavering  morrice  move ; 
And,  on  the  tawny  sands,  and  shelves. 
Trip  the  pert  fairies  and  the  dapper  elves. 
By  dimpled  brook,  and  fountain  bnm, 
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The  wood-nymphsy  deck'd  with  daisies  triniy 

Their  merry  wakes  and  pastimes  keep; 

What  hath  night  to  do  with  sleep? 

Night  hath  better  sweets  to  prove ; 

Venus  now  wakes,  and  wakens  Love, 

Come^   let  us  our  rites  begin ; 

Tis  only  daylight  that  makes  sin. 

Which  these  dun  shades  will  ne'er  report. 

Hail,  Goddess  of  nocturnal  sport, 

Dark-veil'd  Cotytto,  to  whom  the  secret  flame 

Of  midnight  torches  bums  ;  mysterious  dame. 

That  ne'er  art  call'd,  but  when  the  dragon  womb 

Of  Stygian  darkness  spets  her  thickest  gloom. 

And    makes  one  blot  of  all   the   air; 

Stay   thy  cloudy   ebon  chair. 

Wherein  thou  rid'st  with  Hecat,  and  befriend 

Us,   thy  vow'd  priests,  till  utmost  end 

Of  all  thy  dues  be  done,  and  none  left  out ; 

Ere   the   blabbing  eastern  scout. 

The  nice  morn,  on  the  Indian  steep, 

From  her  cabin'd  loophole  peep. 

And  to   the  tell-tale   Sun   descry 

Our  conceaFd   solemnity. 

Come,  knit  hands,  and  beat  the  ground 

In   a   light  fantastic   round. 

THE    MEASURE 

Break  off,  break  off,  1  feel  the  different  pace 
Of  some  chaste  footing,  near  about  this  ground. 
Run  to  your  shrouds,  within  these  brakes  &  trees ; 
Our  number  may  affright :  some  virgin  sure. 
For   so    I  can   distinguish    by   mine   art. 
Benighted  in  these  woods.     Now  to  my  charms, 
And  to  my  wily  trains;  I  shall,  ere  long, 
Be  well-stock'd  with  as  fair  a  herd  as  grazed 
About  my   mother  Circe.     Thus  I  hurl 
My  dazzling  spells  into  the  spungy  air, 
Of  power  to  cheat  the  eye  with  blear  illusion, 
^nd  give  it  false  presentments,  lest  the  place, 
/ind  my  quaint  habits,  breed  astonishment, 
And  put  the  damsel  to  suspicious  flight ; 
Which  must  not  be,  for  that's  against  my  course : 
I,  under  fair  pretence  of  friendly  ends. 
And  well-placed  words  of  glozing  courtesy 
Baited   with   reasons   not   unplausible. 
Wind  mc  into  the  easy-hearted   man. 
And  hug  him  into  snares.     When  once  her  tye 


CUM  us.  387 

Hath  met  the  virtue  of  this  magic  (hist, 
I   shall  appear  some  harmless   village, 
Whom  thrift  keeps  up  about  his  country  gear. 
But  here  she  comes ;  I  fairly  step  aside, 
And  hearken  y  if  I  may,  her  business  here. 

The  LADY  enters. 

This  way  the  noise  was,  if  mine  ear  be  true, 
My  best  guide  now.  Methought  it  was  the  sound 
Of  riot,  and  ill-managed  merriment, 
Such  as  the  jocund  flute,  or  gamesome  pipe. 
Stirs  up  among  the  loose  unletter'd  hinds. 
When,  for  their  teeming  flocks,  and  granges  full 
In  wanton  dance,  they  praise  the  bounteous  Pan, 
And  thank  the  eods  amiss.     I  should  be  loth 
To  meet  the  nKteness,  and  swill'd  insolence 
Of  such  late  wassailers ;  yet  O,  where  else 
Shall  I  inform  my  unacquainted  feet. 
In  the  blind  mazes  of  this  tangled  wood? 
My  brothers,  when  they  saw  me  wearied  out, 
With  this  long  way,  resolving  here  to  lodge 
Under  the  spreading  favour  of  these  pines, 
Stepp'd,  as  they  said,  to  the  next  thicket-side, 
To  bring  me  berries,  or  such  cooling  fruit 
As  the  kind  hospitable  woods  provide. 
They  left  me  then,  when  the  gray-hooded  Even, 
like  a  sad  votarist  in   palmer 's^weed. 
Rose  from  the  hindmost  wheels  of  Phoebus'  warn. 
But  where  they  are,  and  why  they  came  not  back. 
Is  now  the  labour  of  my  thoughts ;  'tis  likeliesi 
They  had  engaged  their  wandering  steps  too  far, 
And  envious  darkness,  ere  they  could  return, 
Had  stole  them  from  me  :  else,  O  thievish  Night, 
Why  shouldst  thou,  but  for  some  felonious  end. 
In  thy  dark  lantern,  thus  close  up  the  stars 
That  Nature  hung  in  Heaven,  Si  filVd  their  lamps. 
With  everlasting  oil,   to  give  due  light 
To  the   misled   and   lonely   traveller? 
This  is  the  place,  as  well  as   I   may  guess, 
Whence,  even  now,  the  tumult  of  loud  mirtli 
Was  rife,  and   perfect  in   my  listening  ear. 
Yet  nought   but  single  darkness  do   I  find. 
What  might  this  be?    A  thousand  fantasies 
Begin  to  throng  into   my  memory. 
Of  calling  shapes,  and  beckoning  shadows  dire» 
And  airy  tongues,  that  syllable  men's  names 
On  sands,  and  shores,  and  desert  wildernesses. 
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These  tbouglila  may  sturtle  well,  but  not  astound 
The  viituuus  mind,  tlial  ever  walks  attdidedfl 
By  a  strong-aiding   champiu:!,   uonacieti 

0  welcome  pure-ey'il  FaitI],  while  handed  HopI 
Thou  hovering  angel,  girt  wilh  golden  wing>. 
And  thou,  unblemish'd   form   of  Chastity  I 

1  Bee  ye   visibly,   and   iiow   believe 
That  He,  the  Supreme  Good,  to  whom  all  things  HI 
Are    but  as  slavish  officers  of  vengieance. 
Would  send  a  blistering  guardian,  if  need  were. 
To  keep   my   ufe  and    honour  unassail'd. 
Was   1  deceived,    or  did  a  sable  cloud 

Turn   fortli    her  silver  lining   on   the   night? 
1   did    not  err :    there  does   a  sable  cloud 
Turn   forth  her   silver  lining  on   the   night. 
And  casts  a  gleam  over  this   tufted  gn>ve. 
I    cannot  halloo   to   my    brothers,   but 
Such  noise  as  I  can  make,  to  be  heard  farthest, 
I'll  venture;    for    my  new-enliveo'd  spirits 
Prompt  me  ;  and  they,  perhaps,  are  not  hi  off. 
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Sweet  Echo,  sweetest  Nyroph,  that  livest  uoseoi 
Within  thy  airy  shell. 
By  slow  meander's  margin  green. 
And  in  the  violeL-embroider'd  vale. 

Where  ihe  love-iom  nightingole. 
Niglilly  to  thee,  her  sad  song  mourneth  wdl ;  * 
Canst  tliou  not  tell  me  of  a  geuile  pair. 
That  likest  thy  Narcissus  flt«t 
O,  if  thou  have 
Hid  them  in  some  fiowery  cave. 
Tell  me  hut  where. 
Sweet  queen  of  parly,  daughter  of  ih«  splie 
So  may 'si  thou  be  translated  to  the  skies, 
And  give  resounding  grace  to  all  He;iTeu'«  harnioDies. 
Enter  Cow  us. 

Comut.  Can  any  mortal  mixture  of  earth's  inoi 
Breathe  such  divine  encliAnlin^  ravishment  f'>i 
Sure   something  holy  lodges  in  that  breaae, 
And  with  these  mptures,  moves  the  vocal  % 
To   testify    his   hidden   residence : 
How  sweetly  did  they  float  upon  tlie  v 
Of  silence,  tlirough  tlie  empty-vauJied  Niglit,«l 
At  eveiy  fail  smoothing  the  rat^'ii-down 
Of  darkness,  lill  it  soiil'd  !  I  hav«  oft  heard 
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My  mother  Circe,  with  the   Syrens   three, 
Amidst  the   flowery-kirtlcd  Naiades, 
Culling  their  potent  herbs,  and  baleful  drugs, 
Who,  as  they  sung,  would  take  the  prison'd  soul, 
And   lap   it   in   Elysium :   Scylla   wept, 
And  chid  her  barking  waves  into  attention 
And  feU  Charybdis  murmured  soft  applause : 
Yet  they  in  pleasing  slumber,  lull'd  the  sense, 
And   in  sweet  madness,   robb'd   it  of  itself! 
But  such  a  sacred  and   home-felt  delight. 
Such  sober  certainty  of  waking  bliss, 
I  never  heard  till  now. — I'll   speak   to   her, 
And  she  shall  be  my  queen. — Hail,  foreign  wonder 
Whom,  certain,  these  rough  shades  did  never  breed, 
Unless   the   goddess,   that  in   rural   shrine, 
Dwell'st  here  with  Pan, or  Sylvan,  by  bless'd  song 
Forbidding  every   bleak   unkindly  fog 
To  touch  me  prosperous  growth  of  this  tall  wood. 

Lad.  Nay,  gentle  shepherd,  ill  is  lost  that  praise 
That  is  address'd  to   unattending  ears; 
Not   any   boast  of  skill,  but  extreme   shift. 
How  to   regain   my   sever 'd   company, 
Compelled  me  to  awake  the  courteous  Echo, 
To   give  me  answer  from  her  mossy  couch. 

Com.  What  chance,  good  lady,  hath  bereft  you  thus  ? 

Lad,  Dim  darkness,  and  this  leafy  labyrinth. 

Cam.  Could  that  divide  you  from  near-ushering 

Lad.  Theyleftme  weary  on  a  grassy  turf,  [guides  ? 

Com.  By  falsehood,  or  discourtesy,  or  wny  ? 

Lad.  To  seek  in  the  valley,  some  cool  friendly  spring. 

Com.  And  left  your  fair  side  all  unguarded,  lady? 

Lad.They  were  but  twain,and  purposed  quick  return. 

Com.  Perhaps,  forestalling  night  prevented  them. 

Lad.  How  easy  my  mbfortune  is   to  hit! 

Com.  Imports  their  loss,  beside  the  present  need  ? 

Lad.  No  less  than  if  I  should  my  brothers  lose. 

Com.  Were  they  of  manly  prime,  or  youthfiil  bloom 

Lad.  As  smooth  as  Hebe's  their  unrazor'd  lips. 

Com.  Two  such  I  saw,  what  time  the  labour'd  ox, 
In   his  loose   traces,   from  the  furrow   came. 
And  the  *lwink'd   hedger  at  his   supper  sat ; 
I  saw  them  under   a   green   mantling   vine, 
That  crawls  along  the  side  of  yon  small  hill, 
Plucking  ripe  clusters  from  the  tender  shoots ; 
Their  port  was  more  than  human,  as  tliey  stood  : 
I    took   it  for   a   fairy   vision 
Of  some   gay   creatures   of  the   clement. 
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That   in   the   colours   of  the  rainbow   live. 
And  play  in  the  plighted  clouds.  I  was  awestruck  p 
And,  as  I  pass'd,  I  worshipp'd ;  if  those  you  seek 
It  were  a  journey  like  the  path  to  Heaven, 
To  help   you  find  them. 

Lad.  Gentle   villager, 
What  readiest  way  would  bring  me  to  that  place  ? 

Com.  Due  west  it  rises  from  this  shrubby  point. 

Lad.  To  find  out  that,  good  sliepherd,  I  sup- 
In  such  a  scant  allowance  of  starlight,       [pose. 
Would  overtask  the  best  land -pilot's  art. 
Without  the  sure  guess  of  well-practis'd  feet. 

Com.  I  know  eachlane,  and  every  alley  green, 
Dingle,   or  bushy   dell,   of  this  wild  wood, 
And  every  bousky  bourn,   from  side  to  side, 
My  daily  walks,  and  ancient  neighbourhood ; 
And  if  your  stray  attendants  be  yet  lodged. 
Or  shroud  within  these  limits,  I  shall  know 
Ere  morrow  wake,  or   the   low-roosted  lark 
From  her  thatch *d  pallet  rouse ;  if  otherwise, 
I  can   conduct   you,   lady,   to  a   low 
But  loyal   cottage,  where   you   may  be  safe. 
Till   further  quest. 

Lad.   Shepherd,    I   take   thy    word. 
And   trust  thy   honest  offer'd   courtesy, 
Which   oft   is   sooner    found    in   lowly   sheda, 
With    smoky  rafters,  tlian   in   tapestry  halls, 
In  courts  of  princes,  where  it  first  was  named, 
And    yet   is   most   pretended :    In   a   place 
Less   warranted  than   this,  or   less  secure, 
I  cannot  be,  that  I  should  fear  to  change  it. 
Eye  me,  bless'd  Providence,  and  square  my  trial 
To  my  proportion'd  strength. — Shepherd,  lead  on. 

Enter  the  two  Brothers. 

El.  Br.  Unmuffle,  ye  faint  stars,  and  thou,  fair 
That  wont*st  to  love  the  traveller's  benison,  [Moon, 
Stoop  thy  pale  visage  through  an  amber  cloud. 
And   disinherit  Chaos,    that  reigns   here. 
In  double  night  of  darkness  and  of  shades; 
Or,   if  your   influence  be  quite  damm'd   up. 
With  black  usurping  mists,  some  gentle  taper, 
Thougli  a  rush-candle,  from  the  wicker  hole 
Of  some  clay   habitation,    visit   us 
With  thy  long-leveird  rule  of  streaming  light ; 
And    thou    shalt   be   our   star   of  Arcady, 
Or  Tyrian    Cynosure. 
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See,  Br.   Or,   if  our  eyes 
Be  barr'd  that  happiness,  might  we  but  hear 
The  folded  fiocks  penn'd  in  their  wattled  cotes, 
Or  sound  of  pastoral  reed  with  oaten  stops, 
Or  whistle  from  the  lodge,  or  village  cock 
Count  the  night  watches,  to  his  feathery  dames, 
Twould  be  some  solace  yet,  some  little  cheering. 
In  this  close  dungeon  of  innumerous  boughs. 
But,  O  that  hapless  virgin,  our  lost  sister. 
Where  may  she  wander  now,  whither  betake  her 
From  the  chill  dew,  among  rude  burs  and  thistles? 
Perhaps   some  cold  bank  is  her   bolster  now. 
Or  'gainst  the  rugged  bark  of  some  broad  elm 
Leans  her  unpillowM  head,  fraught  with  sad  fears. 
What  if  in  wild  amazement,   and  affright, 
Or,  while  we  speak,  within   the  direfbl  grasp 
Of  savage   hunger,   or   of  savage   heat? 

EL  Br.  Peace,  brother ;  be  not  over-exquisite 
To  cast   tlie  fashion   of  uncertain   evils; 
For  grant  they  be  so,  while  they  rest  unknown. 
What  need  a  man  forestall  his  date  of  grief. 
And  run  to  meet  what  he  would  most  avoid  ? 
Or  if  they   be  but  false   alarms  of  fear. 
How  bitter  is   such   self-delusion? 
I   do   not  think   my   sister  so   to  seek. 
Or  so  unprincipled   in   Virtue's  book. 
And  the  sweet  peace  that  goodness  bosoms  ever, 
As  that  the  single  want  of  light  and  noise. 
Not  being  in  danger,  as  I  trust  she  is  not. 
Could  stir  the  constant  mood  of  her  calm  thoughts, 
And   pot  them  into   misbecoming  plight. 
Virtue  could  see  to  do  what  Virtue  would. 
By  her  own  radiant  light,  though  sun  and  moon 
Were  in  the  flat  sea  sunk.     And  Wisdom's  self 
Ofl  seeks   to  sweet  retired   solitude ; 
Where,  with  her  best  nurse  Contemplation, 
She  plumes  her  feathers,  &  lets  grow  her  wings. 
That,  in   the  various   bustle  of  resort. 
Were  all-to  ruffled,  and  sometimes  impair'd. 
He  that  has  light  within  his  own  clear  breast. 
May  sit  in  the  centre,  and  enjoy  bright  day  : 
But  he  that  hides  a  dark  soul,  and  foul  thoughts, 
Benighted   walks,   under   the   mid-day   sun; 
Himself      his   own   dungeon. 

Sec.   Br.   Tis   most  true, 
That  musing   Meditation   most  affecitf 
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The  pensive  secrecy  of  desert  cell, 
Far  from  the  cheerful  haunt  of  men  and  herds. 
And  sits  as  safe  as   in  a  senate-house; 
For  yrho  would  rob  a  hermit  of  his  weeds. 
His  few  books,  or  his  beads,  or  maple  dish. 
Or  do  his  gray   Lairs   any  yiolence? 
But  Beauty,  like  the  fair  Hesperian  tree. 
Laden  with  blooming  eold,  had  need  the  guard 
Of  dragon-watch  with   unenchanted  eye, 
To  saye  her  blossoms,  and  defend  her  fruit, 
From   the  rash   hand   of  bold   incontinence. 
You  may  as  well  spread  out  the  unsunn'd  heaps 
Of  misers'   treasure,   by   an  outlaw's  den. 
And  tell  me   it   is   safe,   as  bid  me  hope 
Danger   will    wink   on   opportunity. 
And   let  a  single  helpless    maiden    pan 
Uninjured,  in  this  wild  surrounding  waste. 
Of  night,  or  loneliness,  it   recks  me  not ; 
I  fear  the  dread  events  that  dog  them  both. 
Lest  some  ill-greeting  touch  attempt  the  person 
Of  our  unowned   sister. 

EL  Br.  I  do   not,   brother. 
Infer,   as   if  I   thought  my  sister's  state 
Secure,  without  all  doubt,  or  controversy; 
Yet,  where  an  equal  poise  of  hope  and  fear 
Does    arbitrate    the    event,  my  nature  is 
That  I  incline  to  hope,  rather  than   fear. 
And   gladly   banish   squint  suspicion. 
My   sister   is   not  so   defenceless  led 
As  you  imagine ;  she  has  a  hidden  strength. 
Which   you  remember  not. 

Sec.  Br.  What  hidden   strength. 
Unless  the  strength  of  Heaven,  if  you  mean  that  ? 

El.  Br.  I  mean  that  too,  but  yet  a  hidden  strength. 
Which  y  if  Heaven  gave  it,  may  be  term'd  her  own : 
Tis   chastity,  my  brother,  chastity : 
She,  thiit  has  that,  is  clad  in  complete  steel ; 
And,  like  a  quiver'd  nymph,  with  arrows  keen, 
May  trace  huge  forests,  Sc  unharbour'd  heaths, 
Infamous  hills,  and  sandy  perilous   wilds, 
Where,  through  the  sacred  rays  of  chastity. 
No  savage  fierce,  bandite,  or  mountaineer. 
Will   dare   to  soil   her  virgin   purity : 
Yea  tliere,  where  very  desolation  dwells. 
By  grots,  and  caverns,  shagg'd  with  horrid  shades, 
She  may  pass  on  with  unblonch'd  majesty  ; 
Be  it  not  done  in  pride,  or  in  presumption. 
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Some  aay,  no  evil  thing  that  walks  by  night, 

In   fog    or  fire,  by  lake,  or  moorish  fen. 

Blue  meagre  hag,  or  stubborn  unlaid  ^Uost, 

That  breaks  his  magic  chains  at  curfeu  time. 

No   goblin,   or    swart  fairy  of  tiie   mine, 

Hath   hurtfiil  power  o'er   true    virginity. 

Do   ye  believe   me   yet,    or   bIibU    1  caU 

Antiquity,  Irom  the  old  schools  of  Greece 

To  testity  the   arms   of  chastity  ? 

Hence,  had  the  huntress  Dtan  her  diead  bow. 

Fair  silver-shafted  queen,  for  ever  chaste. 

Wherewith  she  tamed  the  brinded  lioness. 

And  spotted  mountain-pard,  but  set  at  naught 

The  frivolous  bolt  of  Cupid ;    gods  and  men 

Feu'd  her  stem  frown,  &  she  was  queen  of  the  wood.*. 

What  was  that  snaky-headed  Gorgon  shield. 

That  wise  Minerva  wore,  uneonquer'd  viigiii. 

Wherewith  she  freezed  her  foes,  to  con^eal'd  stone, 

But   rigid   looks   of  chaste   austerity. 

And  noble  grace,  that  dasb'd  brute  violence 

With  sudden  adoration,  and  blank  awe '. 

So  dear  to   Heaven  is  saintly  chastity. 

That  when  a  sool  is  found  sincerely  so, 

A  thousand  liyeried  angels  lackey  her, 

Driricg  far  off  wch  thing  of  sin  and  gntll ; 

And   in   dear  dream,  and  solemn    vision. 

Tell  her  of  things  that  no  grost  ear  can  hear. 

Till  oft  converse,  with  heavenly  liabitants. 

Begin  to  cast  n  betan  on  the  outward  shape, 

The   unpoiluied  tewrple  of  the  mind. 

And  turns  ii,  by  degrees,  to  the  soul's  esaencc. 

Till  all  be  made  immortal :  but  when  hist, 

By  lincbaWe  looks,  loose  gestnrM,  &  foul  talk. 

But  moat  by  lewd  and  lavish  act  of  sm. 

Lets   in   defilement   Ui   the   Inward    parts, 

The  soul   grows    clotted   by    contagion, 

Imbodics,  and  imbrutes,  till  she  quite  lose 

The  divine  property  of  her  first  being. 

Such  are  those  thick  &  gloomr  shadows  damp 

Oft  seen  in  chftrnel  vaulL<,  and  sepulchres. 

Lingering,  and  sitting  by  a  new  made  griive. 

As   loth    to   leave   the  body  that   it  loved, 

And    bnk'd    itself,   by    carnal   sensuality, 

To   a  degenerate    and   degraded   state. 

Sic.  Br.  How  charming  is  divine  philosophy  ! 
Not  harsh,  and  crabbed,  as  dull  fools  suppose, 
Bui   musical,   ««   is   Apolio'i   tute. 
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And  a  perpetual  feast  of  nectar*d  eweed, 
Where  no  crude  surfeit  reigns. 

EL  Br.  list,   list,   I  hear 
Some  far  off  halla  break  the  silent  air. 

Sec.  Br.  Methought  so  too;  what  should  it  bef 

El,  Br.  For  certain 
Either  some  one,  like  us,  night-founder*d  here 
Or  else  some  neighbour  woodman,  or,  at  worst. 
Some  roving  robber  calling  to  his  fellows. 

Sec.  Br.  Heaven  keep  my  sister !  Again,  again. 
Best  draw,  and  stand  upon  our  guard,     [and  near ; 

El.  Br.  rU  halla ; 
If  he  be  friendly,  he  comes  well ;  if  not, 
Defence  b  a  good  cause,  and  Heaven  be  for  as. 

Enter  the  attendant  Spirit,  habited  like  a  shepherd. 

That  halla  I  should  know,  what  are  you  ?  speak  ; 
Come  not  too  near,  you  fall  on  iron  stakes  else,  [again. 

Spir,  What  voice  is  that  ?  my  young  lord  ?  speak 

Sec.  Br,  O  brother,  'tis  my  fatiier's  shepherd,  sure. 

El,  Br.  Thyrsis  ?  Whose  artful  strains  nave  oft  de- 
The  huddling  brook,  to  hear  his  madrigal,         [lay*d 
And  sweetened  every  muskrose  of  the  dale; 
How  earnest  thou  here,  good  swain  ?  hath  any  ram 
Slipped  from  the  fold,  or  young  kid  lost  his  dam. 
Or  straggling  wether  the  pent  flock  forsook  ? 
How  could'st  thou  find  this  dark  sequestered  nook  ? 

Spir.  O  my  lov'd  master's  heir,  &  his  next  joy  ! 
1  came  not  here  on  such  a  trivial  toy 
As  a  stray 'd  ewe,  or  to  pursue  the  stealth 
Of  pilfering  wolf;  not  all  the  fleecy  wealth 
That  doth  enrich  these  downs  is  worth  a  thought. 
To  this  my  errand,  and  the  care  it  brought. 
But,   O   my  virgin  lady,  where  is  she? 
How  chance  she  is  not  in  your  company  ?      [blame, 

EL  Br.  To    tell  thee,   sadly,   shepherd,   without 
Or  our  neglect,  we  lost  her  as  we  came. 

Spir.  Ay  me  unhappy  I  then  my  fears  are  true. 

EL  Br.  What  fears,  good  Thyrsis  ?  Pr'ythee  brief- 

Spir.  I'll  tell  ye  ;  'tis  not  vain  or  fabulous,  [ly  shew. 
Though   so   esteem'd   by   shallow  ignorance, 
What  the  sage  poets,  taught  by  the  heavenly  Muse, 
Storied    of  old,  in   high   immortal   verse, 
Of  dire  chimeras,   and  enclianted   isles. 
And  rifled  rocks,  whose  entrance  leads  to  Hell; 
For  such   there   be,  but  unbehef  is   blind. 

Within  the  navel  of  this  hideous   wood, 


Immured  in  cypress  ihudes,  a  sorcerer  dwells. 
Of  Bacchus  and  of  Circe  bom,  great  Comiia, 
Deep  xkill'd  in  all  bis  mother's  witclieries; 
And  Lere,  to  every  thirsty  wanderer. 
By  »ly  enticement,    gives  liia   baneful   cup, 
With  many  murmurs  iiiix'd,  whose  pleasing  poison 
The  visa^  quite  transfurms  of  him  that  dnnks. 
And  the  inglorious  likeness   of  a  beast 
Fixes  instead,  unmoulding  Reason's  mintage, 
Cliaracter'd  in  the  face:  this  have  I  learn 'd 
Tending  my  flocks  hard  by  In  the  hilly  crorts, 
That  brow  this  bottom  glade,  whence,  night  by  lughl. 
He,  and  his  monstrous  rout,  are  heard  to  howl. 
Like  stabled  wolves,  or  tigers  at  their  prey. 
Doing  abhorred  rites  to    Hecate, 
In  their  obscured  haunts  of  inmost  bowers. 
Yet  liQve  they  many  baits,  and  guileliil  spells. 
To  inveigle  and  invite  tlie  unwary  sense 
Of  them  that  pass  unweeting  by  the  way. 
This  evening  late,  by  then  the  chewirig  flocks 
Had  ta'en  their  supper,  on  the  savoury  herb 
Of  knot-grass,  dew-besprent,  and  were  in  fold, 
I   sat  me  down   to  watch  upon   a   bank, 
With   ivy   canopied,   and    inlerwove 
With   flaunting  honeysuckle,    and   be|^n, 
Wrapt  in  a  pleasing  fit  of  melancholy, 
To  meditate  my  rural  minstrelsy, 
Till   Fancy   had   her  fill;    but   ere  a  close. 
The  wDnt«d  roar  was  up  amidst  the  woods, 
And  fiU'd  the  air  with  baroarous  dissonance ; 
At  which  I  ceas'd,  and  listen'd  tliein  a  while, 
Till  an  unusual   stop  of  sudden  silence 
Gave  respite   to   the  drowsy  frighted  steeds. 
That  draw  the  litter  of  close -curuin'd  Sleep ; 
At  last,  a  soft  and  solemn- breathing  sound 
Role  like  a  steam  of  rich  distilt'd  perfumes. 
And  stole  upon  the  air,  that  even  Silence 
Was  took  ereshewas'ware,&  wiflh'd  she  might 
Deny   her   nature,   and   be   never    more 
Still    to   be  to  displaced.     I   was  all   ear. 
And  look  in  strains  that  might  create  a  soul 
Under  the  ribs  of  Death  :  but  O,  ere  long. 
Too  well  did  I  perceive  it  was  the  voice 
Of  my  moat  honour'd  Lady,  jour  dear  sister. 
Amaud  I  stood,  harrow'd  wiih  grief  and  fear. 
And  O,  poor  hapless  nightingale,  thought  I, 
How  sweet  thou  sing'st,  how  near  the  deadly  snare  I 
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Then  down  the  lawns  I  ran,  with  headlong  haste. 
Through  paths  and  turnings  often  trod  by  day. 
Till,  guided  by  mine  ear,  I  found  the  place. 
Where  that  damn'd  wizard,  hid  in  sly  disguise, 
For  so  by   certain  signs  I   knew,  had   met 
Already,  ere  my   best  speed  could  prevent. 
The  aidless,  innocent  lady,  his  wish'a  prey; 
Who  gently  ask'd  if  he  had  seen  such  two. 
Supposing  him  some  neighbouring  villager. 
Longer  I  durst  not  stay,  but  soon  I  guess'd 
Ye  were  the  two  she  meant ;  with  that  I  sprung 
Into  swift  flight,  till  I  had  found  you  here ; 
But  further  know  I  not. 

Sec.  Br,  O  night,  and  shades. 
How  are  ye  join'd  with  Hell,  in  triple  knot. 
Against  the  unarmed  weakness  of  one  virgin, 
Alone,  and  helpless  ?     Is  this  the  confidence 
You   gave   me,   brother  ? 

EL  Br,  Yes,   and  keep   it  still. 
Lean  on   it  safely;   not  a  period 
Shall  be  unsaid  for  me:  against  the  threats 
Of  malice,   or  of  sorcery,   or  that  power. 
Which  erring  men  call  Chance,  this  I  hold  firm, — • 
Virtue  may  be  assaiFd,  but  never  hurt. 
Surprised  by  unjust  force,  but  not  enthrall'd : 
Yea  even  that,  which  mischief  meant  most  harm. 
Shall,  in  the  happy  trial,  prove  most  glory. 
But  evil   on   itself  shall   back    recoil, 
And  mix  no  more  with  goodness,  when  at  last, 
Gather'd  like  scum,  and  settled  to  itself. 
It   shall   be,    in    eternal   restless   change 
Self-fed,  and  self-consumed  :  if  this  fail, 
The  pillar*d  firmament  is  rottenness, 
And  earth's  base  built  on  stubble.  But  come,  let's  on, 
Against  the  opposing  will  and  arm  of  Heaven 
May  never  this  just  sword  be  hfted  up; 
But  for  that  damn'd  magician,  let  him  be  girt 
With  all  the  grisly  legions  that  troop 
Under  the  sooty  flag  of  Acheron, 
Harpies  and  hydras,  or  all  the  monstrous  forms 
Twixt  Africa   and  Ind,  I'll  find  him  out, 
And  force  him  to  return  liis  purchase  back, 
Or  drag  him,  by  the  curls,  to  a  foul  death, 
Cursed  as   liis  life. 

Spir.  Alas!  good  venturous  youth, 
I  love  thy  courage  yet,  and  bold  emprise; 
But  here  thy  sword  can  do  thee  little  stead ; 
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Par  other  arms,  and  other  weapons,  must 
Be  those,  that  quell  the  miglit  o(  hellisli  ehamis ; 
He  with  his  bare  wand  can  unthread  thy  joinl«. 
And   crumble   all   thy  Eiiiens. 

El.  Br.  Why  pr'ythee,  shepherd, 
How  durst  thou  then  thyself  approach  so  near. 
As  to  make  this  relation  t 

Spir.  Care,  and  utmost  shifts. 
How  to  secure  the  lady  from  surprisal, 
Brought  to  my  mind  a  certain  shepherd  lad, 
or  small  regiird  to  see  to,  yet  weU  skill'd 
In  every  virtuous  plant,  and  healing  herb, 
That  spreads  her  verdant  leaf  to  the  morning  ray  : 
He  loved    me  well,  and  oft  wuuld  beg  me  sing. 
Which  when  1  did,  he  on  the  tender  graea 
Would  sit,  and  hearken  even  to  ecstacy. 
And,  in  requital,  ope  his  leathern  scrip. 
And  show  me  simples  of  a  thousand  names. 
Telling  their  strange  and  vigorous  faculties  : 
Amongst  the  rest,  a  small  unsightly  root, 
But  of  divine  effect,  lie  cuil'a  me  out ; 
Tlie  leaf  was  darkish,  and  had  prickles  on  it. 
But  in  another  country,  as  be  said, 
Bore  a  bright  golden  flower  ;  out  not  in  tliis  soil. 
Unknown,  and  like  esteem'd ;  and  tiie  dull  swain 
Treads  on  it  daily,  with  his  clouted  shooti; 
And  yet  more  medicinal  b  it  than  that  moly, 
Tliat   Hermes  once  to  wise  Ulysses  gave ; 
He  call'd  it  liEcmony,  and  gave  it  me. 
And  bade  me  keep  it,  as  of  sovereign 
'Gainst  nil  enchantments,  mildew,  bias 
Ot  ghastly  furies'  apparition. 
I  pursed  it  up,  hut  httie  reckoning  made. 
Till  now,  that  this  extremity  compell'd : 
But  now,  I  find  it  true  ;  for.  by  liis  means, 
I  knew  the  foul  enchanter,  though  disguised  , 
Enter'd  the  very  lime-twigs  of  his  spells. 
And  yet  came  off.     If  you  have  this  about  you. 
As  I  will  give  you  when  we  go,  you  may 
Boldly  assault  the  necromancer's  hall ; 
Where  if  he  be,  with  dauntless  hardihood. 
And  brandish'd  blade,  rush  on  him,  break  his  glass. 
And  shed  the  luscious  liquor  on  the  ground. 
But  seize  his  wand  ;  though  he  and  his  cursed  crew 
Fierce  sign  of  battle  make,  and  menace  high, 
Or  like  the  sons  of  Vulcan,  vomit  smoke. 
Yet  will  they  soon  retire,  if  he  but  sliriiik. 


,  blast,  or  damp. 


El.  Br.  Thyrais,  lead  on  apace,  I'll  follow  thee* 
And  some  good  angel  beat  a  shield  before  as. 

The  Scene  clianges  to  a  itately  palace,  wt  out  will 
all  manner  of  deiicioutneis ;  la/l  mutk,  tablf 
spread  wifh  all  dainttet.  CoMUS  apptan  with  hi 
rabble,  and  the  Ladt  set  in  an  enchanted  eimrjl' 
lehom  he  offers  hit  glast,  which  the  putt  f 
goet  about  to  ri$e. 
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Nay,  lady,  sit ;  if  1  but  wave  this  wand, 
Your  nerves  a.te  all  chain 'd  up  in  alabnater, 
And  you  a  statue;  or,  as  Daphne  was, 
Etootbound,  that  fled  Apollo. 

Lad.  Fool,  do  not  boast; 
Tbou  canst  iiot  touch  the  freedom  of  my  niioil. 
With  all  thy  charms,  although  this  corjwral  rhind. 
Thou  ha^it  immanacled,  whiU  Heaven  sees  good. 

Com.  Why  are  you  vex'd,  lady?  why  do  you  frowi 
Here  dwell  no  frowns,  nor  anger;  Irom  these  g^tes 
Sorrow  flies  for.     See,  here  be  all  the  pleasures. 
That   fancy  can  begel   on   youthtiil  tkouglits, 
Wlien  the  fresh  blood  grows  lively,  and  returns 
Brisk  as  the  April  buds  in  piimrose-ieason. 
And  first,   behold    this  cordial  julep  hero,  'T 

Thai  flames,  and  dances  in  his  ciystal  boundti'] 
With  spirits  of  balm  and  fragrant  siropt  mlxM^ 
Not  that  Nepenthes,  which  the  wife  of  ThoiM 
In  Egypt,  gave  to   Jove-bom   Helena, 
Is  of  such   power  to  stir  up  joy  a*  this. 
To  life  so  friendly,  or  so   coot  to  thirst. 
Wliy  should  you   be  so  cruel  to  yourself, 
And  to  those  dainty  limbs,  which  Nature  it 
For  gentle  usage,  and  soft  delicacy  ? 
But  you  invert  the  covenants  of  her  trust,  A 
And  harshly  deal,  like  an  ill~borrower. 
With  that,  which  you  received  on  other  ti 
Scorning  the  unexempt  condition. 
By  whicli  all  mortal  frailty  must  sultsist ; 
{lefrcshment  after   toil,  ease  after  pain 
Tliat  have  been  tired  all  dity  witliout  repast. 
And  timely  rest  have  wanted  j  but,  fair  vl^n. 


This 


"ill   [ 


I   all  I 


Lad    Twill  not,  false  traitor; 
Twill  not  restore  the  truth  and  honesty, 
That  Lhou  haul  banisli'd  from  thy  tongtie,wi 
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Was  this  the  cottage,  and  the  safe  abode. 
Thou  tokl'st  me  of?  What  grim  aspects  are  these, 
These  ugly-headed  monsters  ?  Mercy  guard  me ; 
Hence  wiui  thy  brew'd  enchantments,  foul  deceirer ; 
Hast  thou  betray'd  my  credulous  innocence. 
With  yisor*d  falsehood,  and  base  forgery? 
And  wouldst  thou  seek  again  to  trap  me  here. 
With  lickerish  baits,  fit  to  ensnare  a  brute  ? 
Were  it  a  draught  for  Juno,  when  she  banquets, 
I  would  not  taste  thy  treasonous  offer ;  none 
But  such  as  are  good  men  can  give  good  things. 
And  that  which  is  not  good,  is  not  delicious 
To  a  well-govemed  and  wise  appetite. 

Com,  O  foolishness  of  men !  that  lend  their  ears 
To  those  budge  doctors  of  the  Stoic  fur. 
And  fetch  their  precepts  from  the  Cynic  tub, 
Praising  the  lean    and   sallow  Abstinence. 
Wherefore  did  Nature  pour  her  bounties  forth, 
With  such  a  full  and  unwithdrawing  hand, 
Coveiing  the  earth  with  odours,  fruits  and  flocks, 
Throneing  the  seas  with  spawn  innumerable. 
But  all  to  please,  and  sate  the  curious  taste  ? 
And  set  to  work  millions  of  spinning  worms,  [silk, 
Thaty  ip  their  green  shops,  weave  the  smooth-hair'd 
To  deck  her  sons  ;  and,  tliat  no  comer  might 
Be  vacant  of  her  plenty,  in  her  own  loins 
She  hutch'd  the  all-worshipp*d  ore,  and  precious  gems 
To  store  her  children  witli :  if  all  the  world 
Should,  in  a  pet  of  temperance,  feed  on  pulse. 
Drink  the  clear  stream,  and  nothing  wear  but  frieze. 
The  All-giver  would  be  unthank'd,  would  be  unpraised, 
Not  half  his  riches  known,  and  yet  despised ; 
And  we  should  serve  him,  as  a  grudging  master. 
As  a  penurious  niggard  of  his  wealth ; 
And  live  Uke  Nature's  bastards,  not  her  sons, 
Who  would  be  quite  surcharged  with  her  own  weight, 
And  strangled   with   her  waste  fertility;    [plumes, 
Th'  earth  cumbered,  and  the  wing'd  air  dark'd  with 
The  herds  would  overmultitude  their  lords,  [diamonds 
The  sea  o*erfraught  would  swell,  and  the  unsought 
Would  so  imblaze  the  forehead  of  the  deep. 
And  so  bestud  with  stars,  that  they  below 
Would  grow  inured  to  light,  and  come,  at  last, 
To  gaze  upon  the  sun,  with  shameless  brows. 
List,  lady ;  be  not  coy,  and  be  not  cozen'd 
With  that  same  vaunted  name.  Virginity. 
Beauty  is  Nature's  coin,  must  not  be  hoarded^ 


But  muBt  be  curreni ;  and  Ihe  good  thereof  4 
Consists  in   mutual  and  partaken  bliu. 
Unsavoury  in  the  enjoyment   of  itself; 
V  you  let  slip  time,  like  a  neglected  rose, 
It  witliers  on  tlie  stalk,  with  languish 'd  bead.-* 
Beauty  a  Nature's  brag,  and  must  be  sbowatl| 
In  courts,  :it  feasts,  and  high  solemnities,    l_ 
Where  most  may  wonder  at  the  workm>iiis!iip; 
It  is   for   homely    features   to   keep  home. 
They  had  their  names  thence ;  coarse  complexio 
And  cheeks  of  sorry  grain,  will  «erve  to  ply 
The  sampler,  und  to  tease  the  houaewifb's  woe' 
What  need  a  vermeil- tinetur'd  lip  for  that, 
Love-darting  ejes,  or  tresses  like  the  mom  T- 
There  was  another  meaning  in  these  gifts ; 
Think  what,  and  be  advised,  you  are  but  youngyrt. 
Lad.  I  had  not  thought  to  have  uulock'd  my  lift 
lu  this  unhallow'd  air,  but  that  this  juggler 
Would  think  to  charm  my  judgment,  BiS  mine  eyes, 
Obtruding  liilae  rules,  prank'd  in  Reason's  garb. 
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And  Virtue  has  no  tongue  to  check  her  ptide. 
Impostor,  do  not  charge  most  innocent  Nature, 
As  if  she  would  her  children  should  be  riotous. 
With    her   abundance ;    she,   good  cateress. 
Means  her   provision  only   to   the  good, 
Tiiat  live    according   to  her  sober   laws, 
And    holy   dictate   of  spare   temperance  : 
If  every  just  man,  that  now  pines  with  want, 
Had   but    a   moderate,    and   beseeming  shai 
Of  that,  which  lewdly-pamjjer'd    Lnii 
Now  heaps  upon  some  few,  with  vast  e>ceu,d 
Nature's  full  blessings  would  be  well  dispenH 
In    unsupertluous   even    proportlo: 
And  she  no  whit  encumber'd  with  her  store ; 
And  then  the  giver  would  be  belter  tliaidi'd. 
His  praise  due  paid  :  for  swinisli  Gtullooy 
Ne'er  looks  to  Heaven,  amidst  his  gorgeous  feast. 
But   with  besotted  base  ingratitude. 
Crams,  and  blasphemes  bis  feeder.     Shall  I  go  on  1 
Or  have  I  said  enough  ?    To  him,  that  dares 
Arm  his  profane  tongue,  with  contemptuous  word*, 
Against    the    sun-clad    power    of  Chastity, 
Fain  would  f  something  say,  yet  to  what  end  ? 
Thou  hast  nor  ear*  nor  soul,  to  apprehend 
The   sublime    nouon,  and   high  mystery. 
That  must  be   utter'd    to    unfold    the   i 
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And   serious  doctrine   of  Virginity ; 
And  thou  art  worthy  that  thou  shouldst  not  know 
More  happiness  than  this,  thy  present   lot. 
Enjoy   your  dear   wit,   and   gay   rhetoric, 
That  hath  so  well  been  taught  her  dazzling  fence, 
Thou  art  not  fit  to  hear  thyself  convinced : 
Yet  should    I   try,   the   uncontrolled   worth 
Of  this  pure  cause  would  kindle  my  rapt  spirits. 
To  sucn   a  flame  of  sacred   vehemence, 
That  dumb  things  would  be  moved  to  sympathize. 
And  the  brute  earth  would  lend  her  nerves,  &  shake. 
Till  all  thy  magic  structures,  rear'd  so  high. 
Were  shatter'd  into  heaps,  o*er  thy  false  head. 
Com,  She  fables  not,  I  feel  that  I  do  fear 
Her  words,  set  off  by  some  superior  power  ; 
And  though  not  mortal,  yet  a  cold  shuddering  dew 
Dips  me  all  o'er,  as  when  the  wrath  of  Jove 
Speaks  thunder,  and  the  chains  of  Erebus, 
To  some  of  Satum*s  crew.     I  must  dissemble, 
And  try  her  yet  more  strongly, — Come,  no  more  ; 
This  is  mere   moral    babble,   and   direct 
Against  the  canon  laws  of  our  foundation  ; 
I  must  not  suffer  this ;  yet  'tis  but  the  lees. 
And   settlings  of  a  melancholy   blood  : 
But  this  will  cure  all  straight,  one  sip  of  this 
Will  bathe  the  drooping  spirits  in  delight. 
Beyond  the  bliss  of  dreams.     Be  wise,  &  taste. 

The  Brothers  rush  in  with  swords  drawn,  wrest  hh 
glass  out  of  his  hand,  and  break  it  against  the 
ground ;  his  rout  make  sign  of  resistance,  but  are 
all  driven  in.     The  Attendant  Spirit  comes  in. 

Spirit. 

What,  have  you  let  the  false  enchanter  'scape  ? 
O  ye  mistook,  ye  should  have  snatch'd  his  wand. 
And  bound  him  fast ;  without  his  rod  reversed, 
And  backward  mutters  of  dissevering  power, 
We  cannot   free   the    lady,    that   sits  here. 
In  stony  fetters  fix'd,    and    motionless : 
Yet  stay,  be  not  disturbed  :  now  I  bethink  me, 
Some  other  means  I  have,  which  may  be  us'd. 
Which   once   of  Melibceus  old    I    learn'd, 
The  soothest  shepherd  that  e'er  piped  on  plains. 
There  is  a  gentle  nymph  not  far  from  hence, 
That,  with  moist  curb,  sways  the  smooth  Severn 
Sabrina  is  her  name,  a  virgin  pure ;    [stream, 

2  D 


402  COMUS. 

Whilom  she  was  the  daughter  of  Locribe, 
That  had  the  sceptre  from  his  father  Brute. 
She,  guiltless  damsel,  flying  the  mad  pursuit 
Of  her  enraged   stepdame,   Guendolen^ 
Commended  her  fair  innocence  to  the  flood. 
That  staid  her  flight,  with  his  cross-flowing  course. 
The  water-nymphs,  that  in  the  bottom  pUty'd, 
Held  up  their  pearled  wrists,  and  took  her  in. 
Bearing  her  straight  to  aged  Nereus*  hall. 
Who,  piteous  of  her  woes,  rear'd  her  lank  head. 
And  gave  her  to  his  daughters,  to  imbathe 
In  nectar'd  lavers,  strew'd  with  asphodel, 
And,  through  the  porch  and  inlet  of  each  sense, 
Dropp'd  in  ambrosial  oils,  till  she  revived. 
And  underwent  a  quick  immortal  change, 
Made  goddess  of  the  river  :  still  she  retains 
Her  maiden   gentleness,   and   oft  at  eve 
Visits  the  herds,  along  the  twilight  meadows, 
Helping  all  urchin  blasts,  and  ill-luck  signs, 
Tliat  the  shrewd  meddling  elf  delights  to  make. 
Which  she  with  precious  vial'd  liquors  heals ; 
For  which,  the  shepherds,  at  their  festivals, 
Carol  her  goodness  loud  in  rustic  lays. 
And  throw  sweet  garland  wreaths,  into  her  stream. 
Of  pansies,   pinks,   and   gaudy  daffodils. 
And,  as  the  old  swain  said,  she  can  unlock 
The  clasping  charm,  and  thaw  the  numbing  spell. 
If  she  be  right  invoked  in  warbled  song  ; 
For  maidenhood  she  loves,  and  will  be  swift 
To  ^id  a   virgin,  such  as  was   herself. 
In  hard-besetting  need  ;  this  will  I  try, 
And  add  the  power  of  some  adjuring  verse. 

SONO. 

Sabrina   fair, 

Listen,  where  thou  art  sitting. 
Under  the  glassy,  cool,  translucent  wave, 

In  twisted   braids  of  lilies  knitting 
The  loose  train  of  thy  amber-dropping  hair; 

Listen,   for   dear   honour's   sake. 

Goddess   of  the   silver   lake. 
Listen,  and  save. 
Listen,    and    appear  to   us, 
In    name  of  great  Ocean  us. 
By  the  earth -shaking  Neptune's  mace. 
And  Tethy's    grave    majestic    pace. 
By   hoary    Nereus*    wrinkled   look. 
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And  the  Carpathian  wizard*s  hook, 
By  scaly  Triton's   winding  shell, 
And  old  sooth-saying  Glaucus'  spell, 
By   Leucothea's   lovely   hands, 
And  her  son  that  rules  the  strands. 
By  Thetis'   tinsel-slipper*d   feet, 
And  the  songs   of  Syrens   sweet, 
By   dead  Parthcnope's  dear  tomb. 
And  fair   Ligea's   golden  comb, 
Wherewith   she  sits,  on  diamond  rocks. 
Sleeking  her  soil   alluring  locks, 
By  all   the   nymphs   that  nightly  dance 
Upon  thy  streams,   with  wily  glance. 
Rise,   rise,  and   heave  thy  rosy  head, 
From   thy  coral- paven  bed. 
And  bridle  in  thy  headlong  wave, 
Till  thou   our  summons  answer'd  have. 

Listen,  and  save. 

Sabrina  rises,  attended  by  Water- Nymphs,  and  sings. 

By   the  rushy-fringed  bank, 

Where  grows  the  willow  and  the  osier  dank, 

My   sliding   chariot   stays, 
Thick  set  with  agate,  and  the  azure  sheen 
Of  turkish  blue,   and   emerald   green. 

That  in   the  channel  strays : 
Whilst  from  off  the  waters  fleet, 
Thus   I   set   my  printless  feet. 
O'er  the  cowslip's  velvet  head, 

That   bends  not  as   I   tread; 
Grentle  swain,  at  thy  request, 

I   am   here. 

Sp.  Goddess  dear. 
We  implore  thy  powerful  hand. 
To  undo  the  charmed  band 
Of  true  virgin,  here  distressed, 
Through  the  force,  and  through  the  wile 
Of  unbless'd   enchanter   vile. 

Sab.  Shepherd ,  'tis  my  office  best 
To   help  ensnared   chastity : 
Brightest  lady,  look   on  me; 
Thus  I  sprinkle,  on  thy  breast. 
Drops   tnat,   from   my   fountain    pure 
I  have  kept  of  precious   cure. 
Thrice  upon   thy   finger's  tip, 
Tlirice  upon  thy  rubied   lip ; 
Next   this   marble,   venom'd   seat, 
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Smear'd   with  gums  of  glutinous  heat, 
I  touch,  with  chaste  palms  moist  and  cold  :- 
Now  the  spell  hath  lost  his  hold : 
And   I   must  haste,  ere   morning  hour. 
To  wait  in   Amphitrite*s  bower. 

Sab&ina  descends,  and  the  Lady  rises  ami  ef  her  seat, 

Sp.   Virgin,  daughter  of  Locrine 
Sprung  of  old  Anchises'  line. 
May  thy   brimmed   waves,   for   this. 
Their   full  tribute   never  miss, 
From   a  thousand   petty   rills, 
That  tumble  down   the  snowy  hills ; 
Summer  drouth,   or  singed    air, 
Never   scorch    thy   tresses  fair, 
Nor   wet  October's  torrent   flood 
Thy   molten  chrystal  fill    with  mud; 
May   thy   billows  roll   ashore 
The   beryl,   and   the   golden  ore; 
May   thy   lofty   head   be   crowned 
With  many  a  tower  and  terrace  round, 
And  here   and    there,    thy   banks  upon, 
With   groves   of  myrrh   and   cinnamon. 

Come,  lady,  wliile  Heaven  lends  us  grace, 
Let  us   fly   this   cursed   place. 
Lest    the   sorcerer   us   entice. 
With    some   other    new   device. 
Not  a   waste,   or   needless   sound, 
Till   we   come    to    holier   ground ; 
I    shall   be   your   faithful   guide. 
Through   this   gloomy   covert   wide, 
And   not   many   furlongs   thence 
Is   your   father's   residence, 
Where   this   night   are   met,    in   state, 
Many    a   friend    to   gratulate 
His   wish'd    presence;    and,    beside, 
All   the   swams   that   there   abide. 
With  jigs   and   rural    dance,   resort; 
We  shall  catch   them   at  their  sport. 
And   our   sudden   coming   there 
Will   double   all  their   mirth   and   cheei : 
Come,   let  us  haste,  the  stars  grow  high 
But  night  sits  monarch  yet,  in  the  mid  sky. 
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'^  Scene  changes,  presenting  Ludlow  towti,  and  the 
Presidents  castle ;  then  come  in  Country  Dancers ; 
f^ier  them  the  Attendant  Spirit,  with  the  Two 
Brothers,  and  the  Lady. 

SONG. 

Sp.  Back^  Shepherds,  back,  enough  your  play. 
Till   next  sun-shine   holiday; 
Here  be,   without    duck  or  nod 
Other  trippings   to   be  trod 
Of  lighter   toes,   and  such   court   guise, 
As   Mercury  did    first  devise, 
With  the  mincing   Dryades, 
On  the   lawns,   and  on   the  leas 

This  second  Song  presents    them    to    their  Father 

and  Mother. 

Noble  lord,   and  lady   bright, 
I   have   brought  ye   new  delight; 
Here  behold,   so  goodly   grown. 
Three  fair  branches   of  your  own  : 
Heaven  hath   timely   tried  their   youth, 
Their  faith,  their  patience,  and  their  truth. 
And  sent  them  here  througli  hard  assays. 
With   a  crown   of  deathless   praise. 
To  triumph   in  victorious   dance 
0*er  sensual  Folly,  and  Intemperance. 

The  dancea  ended,  the  Spirit  epHoguises, 

8p.  To  the  ocean   now   I   fly. 
And  those  happy  cUmes,   that  Me 
Where  day   never   shuts  his  eye. 
Up   in   the   broad  fields  of  the  sky : 
There   I   suck   the   liquid   air. 
All  amidst   the   gardens   fair 
Of  Hesperus,   and  his   daughters   three, 
That  sing   about  the  golden   tree  : 
Along   the  crisped  shades  and   bowers 
Revels  the  spruce   and  jocund   Spring; 
The  graces,  and  the  rosy-bosom'd  Hours, 
Thither  all  their   bounties  bring ; 
There  eternal  summer  dwells, 
And  west-winds,   with   musky  wing. 
About  the  cedarn   alleys  fling 
Nard  and   Cassia's  bahny   smells. 
Iris  there,   with  humid   bow, 
Waters  the  odorous  banks,  that  blow 
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Flowers   of  more   mingled  hue 
Than   her   purfled   scarf  can  shew; 
And   drenches   with  Elysian   dew 
(List,   mortals,   if  your   ears   be  truCy) 
Beds   of  hyacinth   and   roses, 
Where  young  Adonis   oil  reposes, 
Waxing   well  of  his   deep  wound. 
In   slumber   soft,   and,   on  the  ground. 
Sadly   sits  the   Assyrian   queen : 
But   far   above   in  spangled   sheen 
Celestial  Cupid,  her  famed  son  advanced. 
Holds  his  dear  Psyche  sweet  entranced. 
After   her  wandering  labours   long. 
Till   free   consent,  the  gods   among. 
Make  her  his   eternal  bride ; 
And   from   her   fair   unspotted   side. 
Two   blissful   twins   are  to   be  born. 
Youth   and   Joy ;    so  Jove   hath   sworn. 

But  now   my   task   is  smoothly  done, 
I   can   fly,   or   I   can  run 
Quickly,   to    the   green  earth's  end. 
Where  the  bow*d  welkin  slow  doth  beud. 
And   from   thence   can  soar,   as  soon, 
To   the  corners  of  the   moon. 

Mortals   that   would   follow   me. 
Love   virtue,   she  alone   is   free, 
She   can    teach    ye   how    to  climb 
Higher    than   the   sphery   chime ; 
Or,    if  Virtue  feeble   were, 
Heaven  itself  would  stoop  to  her 
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In  this  Monody,  tAe  author  bewails  a  learned  friend  * 
unfortunately  drowned  in  his  passage  from  Chester 
on  the  Irish  seas,  1637.  And  by  occasion  foretells 
the  ruin  of  our  corrupted  clergy  then  in  their 
highth. 

Yet  once  more,  O  ye  laurels,  and  once  more. 
Ye   myrtles  brown,  with   ivy  never-sere, 
I  come  to  pluck  your  berries,  harsh  and  crude. 
And,   with   forced   fingers   rude, 
Shatter  your  leaves,  before  the  mellowing  year  : 
Bitter   constraint,  and   sad   occasion   dear. 
Compels  me   to  disturb  your  season   due  : 
For   Lycidas   is   dead,   dead  ere   his   prime, 
Young  Lycidas,  and  hath  not  left  his  peer. 
Who  would  not  sing  for  Lycidas  ?  he  knew 
Himself  to  sing,  and  build  the  lofty  rhyme. 
He  must  not  float  upon  his  watery  bier 
Unwept,  and  welter  to  the  parching  wind, 
Without  the  meed  of  some  melodious  tear. 

Begin,   then,   sisters  of  the  sacred  well 
That  from  beneath  the  seat  of  Jove  doth  spring. 
Begin,  and  somewhat  loudly  sweep  the  string. 
Hence  with  denial  vain,  and  coy  excuse, 
So   may  some   gentle  Muse, 
With  lucky  words,  favour  my  destined  urn  ; 
And,   as   he  passes   turn, 
And  bid  fair  peace  be  to  my  sable  shroud. 
For  we  were  nursed  upon  the  self-same  hill. 
Fed  the  same  flock,  by  fountain,  shade,  and  rill. 

*  Edward  King,  Esq.,  the  son  of  Sir  John  King,  knight,  se- 
cretary for  Ireland.  lie  was  sailing  from  Chester  to  Ireland, 
on  a  visit  to  his  friends  in  that  country,  when,  in  calm  weather, 
not  far  from  the  English  coast,  the  ship  struck  upon  a  rock, 
and  suddenly  sunk  to  the  bottom  with  all  that  were  on  board, 
August  10,  1637.  Mr.  King  was  a  fellow  of  Christ's  College, 
Cambridge. 
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Together  both,  ere  the  high  lawns  appear 'd. 
Under  the   opening  eyelids  of  tlie   morny 
We  drove  afield,  and  both  together  heard, 
What  time  the  gray-fly  winds  her  sultry  horn, 
Battening  our  flocks,  with  the  fresh  devrs  of  night, 
Oft  till  the  star  that  rose,  at  evening,  bright. 
Toward  Heaven's  descent  had  sloped  his  westering 
Meanwhile  the  rural  ditties  were  not  mute,  [wheel. 
Tempered  to   the  oaten   flute. 
Rough  Satyrs  danced,  and  Fauns,  with  cloven  heel, 
From  the  glad  sound  would  not  be  absent  long. 
And  old  Damcetas  loved  to  hear  our  song. 

But  O  the  heavy  change,  now  thou  art  gone, 
Now  thou  art  gone,  and  never  must  return  ! 
Tliee,  shepherd,  thee,  the  woods,  and  desert  caves. 
With  wild  tliyme  and  the  gadding  vine  overgrown. 
And  all  their  echoes,   mourn. 
The  willows,   and  the  hazel  copses   green. 
Shall  now   no   more  be   seen. 
Fanning  their  joyous  leaves  to  thy  soft  lays. 
As  killing  as  the  canker  to  the  rose. 
Or  taint-worm  to  the  weanUng  herds  that  graze, 
Or  frost  to  flowers,  that  their  gay  wardrobe  wear. 
When   first  the   white-thorn  blows ; 
Such,  Lycidas,  thy   loss  to  shepherd's  ear.  [deep 

Where  were  ye,  Nymphs,  when  the  remorseless 
Closed  o'er  the  head  of  your  loved  Lycidas? 
For  neither  were  ye  playing  on  the  steep. 
Where  your  old  bards,  the  famous  Druids,  lie, 
Nor  on    the   shaggy   top  of  Mona  high. 
Nor  yet  where  Deva  spreads  her  wizard  stream  : 
Ay   me !    I    fondly   dream. 
Had  ye  been  there,  for  what  could  that  have  done  ? 
What  could  the  Muse  herself,  that  Orpheus  bore. 
The   Muse  herself,  for  her  enchanting  son. 
Whom  universal  Nature  did  lament, 
When  by  the  rout,  that  made  the  hideous  roar. 
His  gory  visage  down  the  stream  was  sent, 
Down  the  switl  Hebrus,  to  the  Lesbian  shore? 

Alas  !  what  boots  it,  with  incessant  care. 
To  tend  the  homely  slighted  shepherd's  trade. 
And  strictly  meditate  the  thankless  Muse^ 
Were  it  not  better  done,  as  others  use. 
To  sport  witli  Amaryllis  in   the   shade, 
Or  with  the  taiip:les  of  Necera's  hair? 
Fame  is  the  spur  that  the  clear  spirit  doth  raise, 
Tliat  last   infirmity  of  noble   mind. 
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To  scorn  delights,  and  live  laborious  days ; 
But  the  fair  guerdon  when  we  hope  to  find, 
And  think  to  burst  out  into  sudden  blaze, 
Comes  the  blind  Fury,  with  the  abhorred  shears, 
And  slits  the  thin-spun  life.    ''  But  not  the  praise," 
Phoebus  replied,  and  touch'd  my  trembling  ears. 
**  Fame  is  no  plant  that  grows  on  mortal  soil. 
Nor  in  the  glistering  foil 
Set  off  to  the  world,  nor  in  broad  rumour  lies. 
But  lives,  and  spreads  aloft,  by  those  pure  eyes. 
And  perfect  witness  of  all-judging  Jove ; 
As  he  pronounces  lastly  on  each  deed. 
Of  so  much  fame  in  Heaven  expect  thy  meed." 

O  fountain  Arethuse,  and  thou  honoured  flood. 
Smooth  sliding  Mincius,  crown*d  with  vocal  reeds. 
That  strain  I  heard  was  of  a  higher  mood  : 
But  now  my  oat  proceeds, 
And  listens  to  the  herald  of  the  sea, 
That  came  in   Neptune's  plea; 
He  ask'd  the  waves,  and  ask'd  the  felon  winds. 
What  hard  mishap  hath  doom'd  this  eentle  swain  ? 
And  question'd  every  gust  of  ruggea  wings, 
That  blows  from  off  each  beaked  promontory ; 
They  knew   not  of  his   story. 
And  sage  Hippotades  their  answer  brings, 
That  not  a  blast  was  from  his  dungeon  stray*d  ; 
The  air  was  calm,  and,  on  the  level  brine. 
Sleek  Panope  with   all  her  sisters   play'd. 
It  was  that  fatal   and   perfidious  bark, 
Built  in  the  echpse,  and  rigg'd  with  curses  dark. 
That  sunk  so  low  that  sacred  head  of  thine. 

Next  Camus,  reverend  sire,  went  footing  slow. 
His  mantle  hairy,  and  his  bonnet  sedge. 
Inwrought  with  figures  dim,  and,  on  the  edge. 
Like  to  that  sanguine  flower  inscribed  with  woe. 
**  Ah !  who  hath  reft,  quoth  he,  my  dearest  pledge?" 
Last  came,   and   last  did   go. 
The   pilot  of  the  Galilean   lake; 
Two  massy  keys  he   bore,  of  metals  twain. 
The   golden  opes,   the  iron   shuts  amain. 
He  shook  his  mitred  locks,  and  stem  bespake : 
*'  How  well  could  I  have  spared  for  thee,  young  swain, 
Enow  of  such  as,   for  their  bellies*   sake. 
Creep,  and  intrude,  and  climb  into  the  fold? 
Of  other  care  they  little  reckoning  make. 
Than  how  to  scramble,  at  the  shearers'  feast. 
And  shove  away  the  worthy  bidden  guest ; 
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Blind  mouths !  that  scarce  themselyes  know  bow  to 
A  sheephook ,  or  have  learn'd  aught  else,  the  least,  [hold 
That  to  the  faithful  herdsman's  art  belongs !  [sped  ; 
What  recks  it  them  ?    What  need  they  ?    They  are 
And,  when  they  list,  their  lean  and  flashy  songs 
Grate  on  their  scrannel  pipes  of  wretched  straw : 
Tlie  hungry  sheep  look  up,  and  are  not  fed. 
But  swoU*n  with  wind,  &  the  rank  mist  they  draw. 
Rot  inwardly,  and  foul  contagion  spread : 
Besides  what  the  grim  wolf,  with  privy  paw. 
Daily  devours  apace,  and  nothing  said; 
But  that  two-handed  engine  at  me  door, 
Stands  ready  to  smite  once,  &  smite  no  more/' 
Return,  Alpheus,  the  dread  voice  is  pass'd. 
That  shrunk  thy  streams ;  return,  SiciUan  Muse, 
And  call  the  vales,  and  bid  them  hither  cast 
Their  bells,  and  flowerets  of  a  thousand  hues. 
Ye  valleys  low,  where  the  mild  whispers  use. 
Of  shades,  &  wanton  winds,  &  gushing  brooks. 
On  whose  fresh  lap  the  swart-star  sparely  looks. 
Throw  hither  all  your  quaint  enameil'd  eyes. 
That  on  the  green  turf  suck  the  honied  showers. 
And  purple  ail  the  ground  with  vernal  flowers. 
Bring  the  rathe  primrose,  that  forsaken  dies. 
The  tufted  crow-toe,  and  pale  jessamine. 
The  white  pink,  and  the  pansy  freak'd  with  jet. 
The   glowing   violet. 

The  musk-rose,  and  the  well  attired  woodbine. 
With  cowslips  wan,  that  hang  the  pensive  head. 
And  every  flower  that  sad  embroidery  wears  : 
Bid    amaranthus   all   his   beauty    sh^. 
And   dafladillies   fill   their   cups   with    tears, 
To  strew  the  laureat  herse  where  Lycid  hes. 
For  so   to   interpose   a   little   ease, 
Let  our  frail  thoughts  daily  with  false  surmise. 
Ah  me !  whilst  thee  the  shores,  &  sounding  seas 
Wash  far  away,  where'er  thy  bones  are  hurl'd, 
Whether   beyond  the   stormy    Hebrides, 
Where  thou,  perhaps,  under  the  whelming  tide, 
Visit 'st  the  bottom  of  the  monstrous  world ; 
Or,  whether  thou,  to  our  moist  vows  denied, 
Sleep 'st   by   the   fable  of  Bellerus  old. 
Where  the  great  vision  of  the  guarded  mount,* 
Looks  towards  Namancos,  and  Bayona's  hold  ; 
Look  homeward,  angel,  now,  &  melt  with  ruth  : 

•  Mount  St  Michael ;  not  far  from  the  Land's  End  in  Comwal'. 
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And,  O  ye  dolphins,  waft  the  hapless  youth. 

Weep  no  more,  woeful  shepherds,  weep  no  more, 
For  LycidaSy  your  sorrow,  is  not  dead, 
Sunk  though  he  be  beneath  the  watery  floor ; 
So  sinks   the   day-star  in    the   ocean  bed, 
And   yet   anon   repairs   his    drooping    head, 
And  tricks  his  beams,  &  with  new-spangled  ore. 
Flames  in  the  forehead  of  the  mornmg  sky  : 
So  Lycidas  sunk  low,  but  mounted  high,  [waves. 
Through  the  dear  might  of  Him  that  walk  d  the 
Where,  other  groves  and  other  streams  along, 
With  nectar  pure,  his  oozy  locks  he  laves. 
And  hears  the  unexpressive  nuptial  song. 
In  the  bless'd  kingdoms  meek  of  joy  and  love. 
There  entertain  him   all  the  saints  above. 
In   solemn   troops   and  sweet   societies, 
That  sing,  and  singing,  in  their  glory  move. 
And  wipe  the  tears  for  ever  from  his   eyes. 
Now,  Lycidas,  the  shepherds  weep  no  more ; 
Henceforth  thou  art  the  genius  of  the  shorof 
In  thy  large  recompense,  and  shalt  be  good 
To  all  that  wander  in   that   perilous   flood. 

Thus  sang  the  uncouth  swain,  to  the  oaks  &  rills. 
Wliile  the  still  mom  went  out  with  sandals  gray, 
He  touch 'd  the  tender  stops  of  various  quills. 
With  eager  thought  warbling  his  Doric  lay ; 
And  now  the  sun  had  stretch'd  out  all  the  hills. 
And  now  was  dropp'd  into  the  western  bay ; 
At  last  he  rose,  and  twitch'd  his  mantle  blue : 
To  morrow  to  fresh  woods,  and  pastures  new. 
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Hehce,  loathed  Melancholy, 
Of  Cerberus  and  blackest  Midnight  bom. 
In  Stygian  care  forlorn,  [unholy, 

'Mongst  horrid  shapes,  &  shrieks,  &  sights 
Find  out  some  uncouth   cell,  [wings. 

Where  brooding  Darkness  spreads  his  jealous 
And   the   night-raven  sings ;  [rocks, 

There,  under  ebon  shades,  and  low-brow'd 
As  ragged   as  thy  locks, 

In  dark  Cimmerian  desert  ever  dwell. 

But  come,  thou  goddess,  fair  and   free. 
In   Heaven   yclep'd   Euphrosyne, 
And  by   men,  heart-easing   Mirth ; 
Whom   lovely   Venus,   at  a   birth, 
With   two  sister   Graces  more. 
To   ivy-crowned    Bacchus  bore : 
Or  whether,   as   some  sager  sing. 
The   frolic   wind,  that  breathes  the  spring, 
Zephyr,    with    Aurora   playing. 
As  he   met   her  once   a-Maying, 
There   on   beds  of  violets   blue, 
And  fresh-blown   roses,   wash'd   in  dew, 
FiU'd    her   with   thee,   a   daughter  fair. 
So    buxom,    bhthe,   and   debonair. 

Haste  thee.  Nymph,  and  bring  with  thee 
Jest,    and   youthful  jollity. 
Quips,    and   cranks,   and   wanton    wiles. 
Nods,   and    becks,   and   wreathed   smiles, 
Such    as  hang   on   Hebe's   cheek, 
And   love   to   live  in   dimple  sleek  : 
Sport,   that   wrinkled   Care  derides. 
And    Laughter,    holding   both    his   sides. 
Come,   and   trip  it   as   you   go, 
On    the   light    fantastic   toe : 
And,  in  thy  right  hand,  lead  with  thee 
The  mountain-nymph,  sweet  Liberty ; 
And,  if  I  give  thee  honour  due. 
Mirth,  admit  me  of  thy  crew, 
To  live  with  her,  and  hve  with  thee. 
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In  unreproved   pleasures  free ; 
To  hear  the  lark  begin  his  flight. 
And  singing  startle  the  dull  night, 
From  his  watch-tower  in  the  skies, 
Till  the  dappled  dawn  doth  rise; 
Then  to  come,  in  spite  of  sorrow, 
And  at  my  window  bid  good  morrow. 
Through  me  sweet-briar,  or  the  vine. 
Or  the  twisted  eglantine  : 
While  the  cock,   with  lively  din, 
Scatters  the  rear  of  darkness  thin. 
And  to  the  stack,  or  the  barn  door, 
Stoutly  struts  his  dames  before: 
Oft  listening  how  the  hounds  and  horn 
Cheerly  rouse  the  slumbering  'mom. 
From  the  side  of  some  hoar  hill, 
Through  the  high  wood  echoing  shrill. 
Some   time  walking,   not  unseen. 
By  hedge-row  elms,  on  hillocks  green, 
Right  against  the   eastern   gate. 
Where  the  great  sun  begins  his  state, 
Rob'd  in  flames,   and  amber  hght, 
The  clouds  in  thousand  liveries  dight? 
While  the  ploughman,  near  at  hand. 
Whistles  o'er  the  fiirrow'd  land. 
And  the  milkmaid  sineeth  blithe. 
And  the  mower  wets  his  scythe. 
And  every  shepherd  tells  his  tale 
Under  the  hawthorn,   in  the  dale. 
Straight  mine  eye  hath  caught  new  pleasures. 
Whilst  the  landscape  round  it  measures 
Russet  lawns,   and  fallows  gray. 
Where  the  nibbling  flocks  do  stray ; 
Mountains,  on  whose  barren  breast. 
The  labouring  clouds  do  often  rest ; 
Meadows  trim,  with  daises  pied. 
Shallow  brooks,  and  rivers  wide; 
Towers,  and  battlements  it  sees, 
Bosom'd   high   in  tufted   trees, 
Where,  perhaps,  some  beauty  lies. 
The  Cynosure  of  neighbouring  eyes. 
Hard  by,  a  cottage  chimney  smokes. 
From   betwixt  two  aged  oaks. 
Where  Corydon  and  Thersis  met. 
Are  at  their  savoury  dinner  set 
Of  herbs,  and  other  country  messes. 
Which  the  neat-handed  Phillis  dresses ; 
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And  then  in  haste  her  bower  she  leave». 
With  Thestylis  to  bind  the  sheaves ; 
Or,   if  the  earlier  season   lead. 
To  the  tann*d  haycock  in  the  mead. 
Sometimes,  with  secure  delight, 
The  upland   hamlets  will   invite, 
When   the   merry  bells   ring   round. 
And   the  jocund    rebecks  sound, 
To  many  a  youth,  and  many  a  maid. 
Dancing  in  the  chequer 'd  shade ; 
And  young  and  old  come  forth  to  play. 
On   a  sunshine  holiday, 
Till  the  live-long  day-light  fail; 
Then   to   the   spicy  nut-brown  ale. 
With  stories  told   of  many  a  feat. 
How  faery   Mab   the  junkets  eat; 
She  was  pinch *d,  and  puU'd,  she  said, 
And   he,   by   friars'   lantern   led. 
Tells  how  the  drudging  goblin  sweat. 
To  earn  his  cream-bowl  duly   set, 
When  in  one  night,  ere  glimpse  of  morn, 
His  shadowy  flail  hath  thresh*d  the  com. 
That  ten  day-labourers  could  not  end ; 
Then  lies  him  down,  the  lubbar  fiend, 
And  stretch'd  out  all  the  chimney's  length, 
Basks  at  tlie  fire  his  hairy  strength ; 
And,  crop-full,  out  of  doors  he  flings, 
Ere  the  first  cock  his  matin   rings. 
Thus  done  the  tales,  to  bed  they  creep. 
By   whispering  winds  soon  lulled   asleep. 
Tower'd   cities   please   us   then. 
And    the   busy   hum   of  men, 
Where  throngs  of  knights,  and  barons  bold 
In  weeds  of  peace,  high  triumphs  hold, 
With  store  of  ladies,  whose  bright  eyes 
Rain   influence,  and  judge  the  prize 
Of  wit,  or  arms,  while  both   contend 
To  win  her  grace,  whom  all  commend. 
There  let    Hymen   oft   appear. 
In  saffron   robe,   with    taper   clear, 
And    pomp,    and    feast,   and    revelry, 
With    mask,  and    antique   pageantry ; 
Such   sights   as   youthful   poets   dream. 
On    summer  eves,    by   haunted   stream. 
Then   to   the  well-trod    stage   anon, 
If  Jon  son's    learned  sock   be   on, 
Or  sweetest  Shakespeare,  fancy's  child, 
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Warble  his  native  wood-notes  wild. 

And   ever,   against  eating  cares, 
Lap  me   in   soft    Lydian   airs, 
Married   to   immortal   verse; 
Such  as  the  meeting  soul  may  pierce. 
In  notes,  with  many  a  winding  bout 
Of  linked  sweetness,  long  drawn  out. 
With  wanton  heed,  and  giddy  cunning ; 
The  melting  voice  through  mazes  running, 
Untwisting  all  the  chains,  that  tie 
The  hidden   soul  of  harmony; 
That  Orpheus*  self  may  have  his  head, 
From  golden  slumber,  on  a  bed 
Of  heap'd  Elysian  flowers,  and  hear 
Such  strains,  as  would  have  won  the  eai 
Of  Phito,  to  have  quite  set  (ree 
His.  half-regain 'd   Eurydice. 

These  delighte  if  thou   canst  give^ 
Mirthy  with  thee  I  mean  to  live. 
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xIekce,   vain  deluding  joys. 
The  brood  of  Folly,  without  father  bred. 
How.  little  you   bestead, 

Or  fill  the  fixed  mind  with  all  your  toys  ! 
Dwell  in   some  idle  brain, 

And  fancies  fond  with  gaudy  shapes  possess. 
As  thick   and   numberless 
As  the  gay  motes  that  people  the  sun-beams ; 
Or  likest  hovering  dreams. 

The  fickle  pensioners  of  Morpheus*  train. 
But  hail,  thou  Goddess,  sage  and  holy. 
Hail,   divinest  Melancholy ! 
Whose  saintly  visage  is  too  bright 
To  hit  the  sense  of  human  sight. 
And  therefore,  to  our  weaker  view 
Overlaid  with  black,  staid  wisdom's  hue ; 
Black,  but  such  as  in  esteem 
Prince  Memnon's  sister  might  beseem. 
Or  that  starr'd  Ethiop  queen,  that  strove 
To  set  her  beauty's  praise  above 
The  sea-nymplis,  and  their  powers  offended. 
Yet  thou  art  higher  far  descended  : 
Tliee  bright-hair'd  Vesta,  long  of  yore. 
To   solitary   Saturn   bore; 
His  dauj^hter  she ;  in  Saturn's  reign. 
Such   mixture  was  not  held  a  stain  : 
Oft,  in  glimmering  bowers  and  glades, 
He   met   her,  and  in  secret  shades 
Of  woody    Ida's   inmost   grove, 
\VTiilst  yet  there  was  no  fear  of  Jove. 
Come,  pensive  Nun,  devout  and  pure, 
Sober,    stodfast,    and   demure, 
All   in   a   robe   of  darkest  grain, 
Flowing   with    majestic    train, 
And  sable  stole  of  Cyprus  lawn, 
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Oier  thy  decent  shoulders  drawo. 
Come,  but  keep  thy  wonted  state, 
With  even  step,  and  musing  gail. 
Add  looks  commercing  with  the  skies, 
Thy  rapt  soul  sitting  in  thine  eyee  : 
There,   held   in  holy  passion    still 
Foreet   thyself  to  marble,    till, 
Witi  a  sad  leaden  downward  cast, 
Thou  fix  them  on  the  earth  as  fast : 
And  join  with  thee  calm  Peace,  and  Quiet, 
Spare  Fast,  that  oft  with  goda  doth  diet; 
Aiid    hears  the  Muses,  in  a  rine. 
Aye,  round  about  Jove's  altar  smg  : 
And   add   to  these   retired    Leisure, 
Tliat  in  trim  gardens  takes  his  pleasure 
But  first,  and  chicfest,  with  thee  bring 
Kim,  that  soars  on  golden  wing. 
Guiding  the  fiery-wheeled  throne. 
The   chemb  CoDtemplnlion ; 
And  the  mute  Silence  hist  along, 
'Less  Philomel  will   deign  a  song, 
in   her  sweetest,  saddest   plight, 
gmoolhing  the  rugged  brow  of  night, 
(Vhile  Cynthia  checks  her  dragon  yoke 
Gently,  o'er  the  accustom'd   oak : 
Sweet  bird,  tlint  shnnn'st  the  noise  of  folly. 
Most  musical,   nioal  melancholy! 
Thee,  chauntress,  oft  the  woods  among. 
I    woo,    to    hear    thy    even-song ; 
And,  missing    thee,    I    walk,   unseen. 
On    the    dry    smooih-shaven    green. 
To  behold   the   wandering   moon. 
Riding  near  her  highest   noon, 
Like  one   that    had    been    led    astray. 
Through  the  Heaven's  wide  pathless  way 
And,   oft,    as   if  her   head   she  bow'd. 
Stooping   through   a   fleecy    cloud. 
Oft,    on    a    plat    of    rising    ground, 
I    hear   the    far  oS  curfew   sound. 
Over   some    wide-water'd    shore. 
Swinging    slow,    with    sullen    roar ; 
Or,    if  the    air    will    not    permit. 
Some   still    removed    place    will    fit, 
Where  glowing  embers,  through  »h^  room, 
Teach    light   to    counterfeit   a    gloom; 
Far   from   all  reaott   of  mirth. 
Save   the  cricket   on   the    hearth. 
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Or    the   bellman's   drowsy   charm. 

To   bless  the   doors  from  nightly  harm 

Or  let  my  lamp,  at  midnight  hour, 

Be   seen   in    some  high    lonely  tower. 

Where    I   may    oft   out-wiitch   the   Bear, 

With  thrice-great   Hermes,   or  unsphere 

The   spirit  of  Plato,   to  unfold 

What   worlds,  or  what  vast  regions  hold 

The  immortal  mind,  that  hath   forsook 

Her   mansion,   in   this   fleshly   nook : 

And  of  those  demons,  that  are  found 

In   fire,   air,  flood,   or    under   g^und. 

Whose   power  hath  a   true   consent 

With   planet,   or  with  element. 

Sometime  let  gorgeous  Tragedy, 

In   scepter 'd  pall,   come  sweepmg  by, 

Presenting  Theb^   or   Pelopt    line, 

Or   the  tale  of  Troy  divine; 

Or  what,   though   rare,  of  later   age 

Ennobled  hath  the  buskin'd   stage. 
But,   O   sad   Virgin,   that   thy  power 

Might   raise   Musseus,   from  his   bower. 

Or    bid    the    soul   of  Orpheus   sing 

Such   notes,   as,   warbled  to  the  string. 

Drew   iron   tears   down   Pluto's  cheek. 

And   made  Hell   grant,  what   love  did  seek? 

Or   call   up   him,    that  left,   half- told. 

The   story   of  Cambuscan   bold, 

Of  Camball,   and    of  Algarsife, 

And   who   had   Canace   to   wife. 

That   own'd  the  virtuous  ring   and   glass ; 

And   of  the    wonderous    horse  of  brass, 

On   which   the   Tartar   king   did   ride : 

And    if  aught   else   great  bards  beside, 
I  In   sage   and   solemn    tunes,    have   sung 

I  Of  tnrncys,    and    of  trophies    hung, 

I  Of  forests,    and    enchantments    drear. 

Where   more    is    meant  than  meets  the  ear. 
Til  us  Night,  ofl  see  me  in  thy  pale  career. 

Till   civil-suited    Morn   appear. 

Not  trick 'd   and  flounced,  as  she  was  wont, 

With   the   Attic   boy   to   hunt. 

But   kerchiefd   in   a   comely   cloud,  i 

While   rocking  winds   are    piping   loud; 

Or    usher'd    with    a    shower    still, 

When    the    guat    had    blown    his    fill. 

Ending    on    the    russling    leaves. 


IL    PENSEROSO.  419 

With   minute   drops    from  off  the   eaves. 

Andy   when    the   sun    begins   to   fling 

His   flaring   beams,    me,    Groddess,    bring 

To  arched    walks    of  twilight    groves. 

And  shadows   brown,   that  Sylvan   loves. 

Of  pine,  or  monumental  oak, 

Where  the  rude  axe,  with  heaved  stroke, 

Was  never  htord  th6  nynlphs    to   daunt. 

Or  fright  them,  from  their  hallow'd  haunt. 

There,   in  close  covert,   by   some  brook. 

Where "  no  profaner  eye  may  look. 

Hide  me,  from  day's  garish  eye ; 

While    the   bee,   with  honied   uiigh. 

That  al  her  flowery  work   doth   sing. 

And  the  waters  murmuring, 

With  sHch   consori  as  they  keep,  ! 

Entice  the  dewy-feather'd  sleep; 

And  let  some  strange  mysterious  dream 

Wave  at  his  wings,   in   airy   stream  j 

Of  lively   portraiture   display'd,  } 

8oftly  on  my  eye-lids  laid. 

And   as  t   wake,  sweet  music  breathe  i 

Above,   about,   or  underneath. 

Sent  by  some  spirit,   to  mortals   good,  | 

Or  the   unseen   Genius   of  the  wood.  I 

But  let  my   dew   feet  never  fail  ! 

To   walk  the  studious  cloisters  pale, 
And   love  the  high   embowed  roof. 

With  antique  pillars,    massy  proof,  | 

And   storied  wmdows,   richly   dight. 

Casting   a  dim   religious  light.  \ 

There  let  the   peeling  organ   blow,  i 

To   the  fuft-voio'd  quilre  below,  j 

In   service  high,   and   anthems  clear, 
As  may  with  sweetness,  through  mine  ear,  | 

Dissolve  me  into   ecstacies, 
And  bring  all  Heaven  before  mine  eyes  I  | 

And    may,  at  last,   my   weary   age 
Find   out  the   peaceful  hermitage. 
The   hairy   gown,   and  mossy   cell, 
Where  I  may   sit,   and    rightly    spell 
Of  every   star   that   Heaven    doth   shew, 
And    every   herb   that   sips   the   dew; 
Till  old  experience   do   attain 
To  something   like   prophetic    strain. 

These   pleasures.   Melancholy,   give. 
And   I  with  thee   will  choose  to  live. 

2e2 
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Part  of  an  Entertainment  presented  to  the  Comnteu 
Dowager  of  Derby  at  Harejield,  by  tome  noble 
persons  of  her  family ;  who  appear  on  the  scene  in 
pastoral  habit,  moving  toward  the  seat  of  state 
with  this  Song, 

I.    SOKO. 

Look,   nymphs,   and   shepherds,   look. 
What  sudden  blaze  of  majesty 
Is  that   which  we  from   hence  descry  ? 
Too  divine  to  be   mistook : 

Tliis,    this    is   she, 
To   whom   our   vows    and   wishes   bend ; 
Here  our   solemn   search   hath   end. 

Fame,  that   her  high    worth    to    raise,    • 
Seem'd    erst    so   lavish   and    profuse, 
We    may  justly    now   accuse 
Of  detraction   from    her    praise ; 

Less   than    half   we    find    express'd. 

Envy   bid    conceal    the    rest. 

Mark,    what    radiant   state    she    spreads. 
In    circle    round    her    shining    throne. 
Shooting   her   beams   like  silver  threads; 
This,   this,    is   she  alone, 

Sitting    like    a    goddess    bright, 

In    the   centre   of  her   light. 

Might   she    the   wise   Latona   be 
Or   the   tower*d    Cybele, 
Mother   of  a   hundred   Gods? 
Juno   dares   not   give   her   odds  : 

Who  had  thought  this  clime  had  held 

A   deity    so   un  parallel 'd  ? 
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At  they  come  forward,  the  Genius  of  the  wood  ap- 
pears, and  turning  toward  them,  speaks. 

Genius. 

Stay,  gentle  swains,  for  though  in  this  disguise, 
I  see  bright  honour  sparkle  through  your  eyes  ; 
Of  famous   Arcady  ye    are,    and   sprung 
Of  that  renown'd   flood,   so  often    sung, 
Divine   Alpheus,   who,   by   secret  sluice, 
Stole  under  seas  to   meet  his   Arethuse ; 
I  And   ye,    the   breathing    roses   of  the  wood. 

Fair  silver-buskin'd  nymphs,  as  great  and  good, 
I  know  this  quest  of  yours,  and  free  intent. 
Was  all  in   honour,    and   devotion    meant. 
To  the  great  mistress  of  yon  princely  shrine, 
Whom  with  low  reverence,  I  adore  as  mine ; 
And,  with  all  helpful  service,  will  comply 
To   further  this   night's   glad   solemnity ; 
And  lead  ye  where  ye  may  more  near  behold^ 
What  shallow-searching  fame  hath  left  untold ; 
Which  I,  full  oft,  amidst  these  shades  alone, 
Have  sat  to   wonder   at,   and  gaze   upon : 
For  know,  by  lot  from  Jove,  I  am  the  power 
Of  this  fair  wood,  and  live  in  oaken  bower. 
To  nurse  the  saplings  tall,  and  curl  the  grove 
With  ringlets  quaint,  &  wanton  windings  wove. 
And  all  my  plants  I  save  from  nightly  ill 
Of  noisome  winds,  and  blasting  vapours  chill : 
And  from  the  boughs  brush  off  the  evil  dew. 
And  heal  the  harms  of  thwarting  thunder  blue. 
Or  what  the  cross  dire-luoking  planet  smites, 
Or  hurtful  worm  with  canker'd  venom  bites. 
When  evening  gray  doth  rise,  I  fetch  my  round 
Over  the  mount,  and  all  this  hallow'd  ground ; 
And  early,  ere  the  odorous  breath  of  morn 
Awakes  Uie  slumbering  leaves,  or  tasselFd  horn 
Shakes  the  high  thicket,  haste  I  all  about, 
Number  my  ranks,  and  visit  every  sprout. 
With  puissant  words,  &  murmurs  made  to  bless. 
But  else  in  deep  of  night,  when  drowsiness 
Hath  lock*d  up  mortal  sense,  then  listen  I 
I  To   the  celestial  Syrens'   harmony, 

i  That  sit  upon  the  nine  infolded  spheres, 

i  And  sing  to  those  that  hold  the  vital  shears, 

'  And  turn  the  adamantine  spindle  round, 

I  l)n  which  the  fute  of  gods  and  men  is  wound. 

I  Such  sweet  compulsion  dotli  in  music  lie, 

I 

I 
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To   lull  the   daughters   of  Necessity. 
And  keep  unsteady  Nature  to  her  law, 
And  the  low  world  in  measured  motion  draw 
After  the  heavenly  tune,  which  none  can  hear 
Of  human  mould,  with  gross  unpurged  ear ; 
And  yet  such  music  worthiest  were  to  blaze 
The  peerless  highth  of  her  immortal  praise. 
Whose  lustre  leads  us,  and  for  her  most  fit, 
If  my  inferior  hand  or  voice  could   hit 
Inimitable  sounds:  vet  as  we  go, 
Whate'er  the  skill  of  lesser  gods  can  show, 
I   will   assay,  her  worth   to  celebrate, 
And  so  attend  ye  toward  her  glittering  sta^e ; 
Where  ye  may,  all  that  are  of  noble  stem, 
Approach,  and  kiss  her  sacred  vesture's  hem. 

II.    SOKO. 

O'er  the  smooth  enamell'd  green, 
Whore  no  print  of  step  hath  been, 
Follow  me,  as  I  sing, 
And  touch  the  warbled  string. 
Under   the   shady   roof 
Of  branching  elm,  star-proof. 

Follow  me, 
I  will  bring  you  where  she  sits. 
Clad  in  splendor,  as  befits 

Her  deity. 
Such    a   rural    queen 
All  Arcadia  hath  not  seen. 

III.    SONO. 

Nymphs  and  shepherds,  dance  no  more 
By  sandy  Ladon's  lilied  banks ; 
On  old  Lycaeus,  or  Cyllene  hoeir, 
Trip  no  more  in  twilight  ranks ; 
Though  Erymanth  your  loss  deplore, 

4  better  soil  shall  give  ye  thanks. 
From  the   stony    Meenalus 
Bring  yonr  flocks,  and  live  with  us, 
Here  ye  shall  have  greater   grace, 
To  serve  the  Lady  of  this  place. 
ThoiHjli  Syrinx  your  Pan*s  mistress  were, 
Yet  Syrinx  well  might  wait  on  her. 
Such    a   rural    queen 
All  Arcadia  hath  not  seen. 
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4uAL  in  coUe  aspro,  al  imbrunir  di  sera 
L'avezza  giovinetta  pastorella 
Va  bagnando  Therbetta  strana  e  bella 
Che  mal  si  spande  a  disusata  spera 

Fuor  di  sua  natia  alma  primavera^ 
Cosi  Amor  meco  insii  la  lingua  snella 
Desta  ill  fior  novo  di  strania  favella. 
Mentre  io  di  te,  vezzosamente  altera, 

Canto,  dal  mio  buon  popol  non  inteso 
E*l  bel  Tamigi  cangio  col  bel  Arno. 
Amor  lo  volsc,  ed  io  a  I'altrui  peso 

Seppi  ch*  Amor  cosa  mai  volse  indarno. 
Deh  I  foss*il  mio  cour  lento  e'l  duro  seno 
A  chi  pianta  dal  ciel  si  buon  terreno. 

CANZONB. 

RiDONSi   donne  e   giovani  amorosi 
M'  accostandosi  attorn  o,  e  perche  scrivi, 
Percbe  tu  scrivi  in  lingua  ignota  e  strana 
Verseggiando  d'  amor,  e  comte  t'osi? 
Dinne,  se  la  tua  speme  sia  mai  vana, 
E  de  pensieri  lo  miglior  t'arrivi ; 
Cosi  mi  van  burlando,  altri  rivi 
Altri  lidi  t'aspettan,  ed  altre  onde 
Nelle  cui  verdi   sponde 
Spuntati  ad  hor,  aa  hor  a  la  tua  chioma 
L'immortal  guiderdon  d'  eteme  frocdi 
Perche  alle  spalle  tue  soverohia  soma  ? 
Canzon  dirotti.  e  tu  per  me  rispondi 
Dice  mia  Donna,  e'l  suo  dir,  6  il  mio  cnore 
Questa  e  lingua  di  cui  si  vanta  A  more. 

IT. 

DiODATi,  e  teF  dir6  con  maraviglia^ 
Quel  ritroso  io  ch'amor  spreggiar  solea 
E  de  suoi  lacci  spesso  mi  ridea 
Gia  caddi,  ov'  huom  dabben  talhor  s'impiglia 

Ne  treccie  d*oro,  ne  guanca  vermiglia 
M'abbaglian  s),  ma  sotto  nova  idea 
Pellegrina  bellezza  che'l  cuor  bea, 
Portamenti  alti  honesti,  e  nelle  ciglia 

Quel  sereno  fulgor  d'amabil  nero. 
Parole  adome  di  lingua  piu  d'una, 
Ei  cantar  che  di  mezzo  rhemispero 

Traviar  ben  puo  la  faticosa  Luna, 
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O  Niohtinoai-b,  that,  on  von  btoomy  spray, 
Warblest  at  eve,  when  all  the  woocu  are  still, 
Thou,  with  fresh  hope,  the  lover's  heart  dost  fill. 
While  the  jolly  Hours  lead  on  propitious  May. 

Tliy  liquid  notes,  Ltiat  close  the  eye  of  day. 
Firat  heard  before  the  shullow  cuckoo's  liill. 
Portend  success  in  love;  O,  if  Jove's  will 
Have  link'J  that  amorous  power  to  thy  soft  lay. 

Now  timely  sinf;,  ere  the  rade  bird  of  hate 
Poretell  my  hopeless  doom,  in  some  grove  nigh  ; 
As  thou,  from  year  to  year,  hast  sung  too  late 

For  my  relief,  yet  hadst  no  reason    why  : 
Whctlicr  the  Muse,  or  Tjjve,  call  iliee  liis  mate, 
Both  them  1  serve,  and  of  their  train  am  1. 


Donna  leggiadra,  il  cui  bel  nome  honora 
L'  herbosa  val  di  Rheno,  e  il  nobil  varco  ; 
Bene  i  coiui  d'ogni  valore  scarco 
Qual  ino  apirto  grutll  non  innamoia; 

Che  dolcciTiCTite  mostra  at  di  fuora 
De  sill  ntti  sonv    giamai  parco, 
E  i  don',  che  son  d'amor  saette  ed  arco. 
La  onde  1'  alta  tua  virtu  s'infiora. 

Quando  tu  vaga  parli,  o  lieta  canti 
Clie  mover  possa  dura  alpestre  lefrno, 
Guardi  ciascun  a  gli  occhi,  cd  a  gh  orecchi 

L'cntrata,  chi  di  te  si  trouva  indegno ; 
Gratia  sola  di  su  gli   vaglia,   inanti 
Che'l  lilsio  amoroso  al  cuors'invecchi. 
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S  deeli  occhi  suoi  auventa  si  gran  fuoco 
Che  Pincerar  gli  orecchi  mi  fia  poco. 


Per  certo  i  bei  vostr'occhiy  Donna  mia 
Esser  non  puo  che  non  sian  lo  mio  sole 
Si  mi  percuoton  forte,  come  ei  suole 
Per  I'arene  di  Libia  chi  s'invia, 

Mentre  un  caldo  vapor  (ne  sent!  pria) 
Da  quel  lato  si  spinge  ove  mi  duole, 
Che  forse  amanti  nelle  lor  parole 
Chiaman  sospir ;  io  non  so  che  si  sia  ; 

Parte  rinchiusa,  e  turbida  si  cela 
Scosso  mi  il  petto,  e  poi  n'uscendo  poco 
Quivi  d'  attorno  o  s'agghiaccia,  o  s'mgiela ; 

Ma  quanto  a  gli  occhi  giunge  a  trovar  loco 
Tutte  le  notti  a  me  supl  far  piotose 
Finche  mia  Alba  rivien  colma  di  rose. 

VI. 

GioTANE  piano,  e  semplicette  amante 

Poi  che  fuggir  me  stesso  in  dubbio  sono, 

Madonna  a  voi  dd  mio  cuor  Thumil  dono 

Far6  divoto ;  io  certo  a  prove  tante, 
L'hebbi  fedele,  intrepido,  costante, 

De  pensieri  leggiadro  accorto,  e  buono ; 

Quando  rugge  ilgran  mondo,  e  scocca  il  tuono, 

S'arma  di  se,  e  d'  intero  diamante  : 
Tanto  del  forse,  e  d'  invidia  sicuro, 

Di  timori,  e  speranze,  al  popol  use, 

Quanto  d'ingegno,  e  d'alto  valor  vago, 
£  di  cetta  sonora,  e  delle  muse ; 

Sol  troverete  in  tai  parte  men  duro, 

Ove  Amor  mise  Tinsanabil  ago. 

VII. 
ON  HIS  BEING  ARRIVED  TO  THE  AGE  OF  23.* 

How  soon  hath  Time,  the  subtle  thief  of  youth, 
Stolen,  on  his  wing,  my  three  and  twentieth  year ! 
My  hasting  days  fly  on  with  full  career. 
But  my  late  spring  no  bud  or  blossom  sheweth. 

Perhaps  my  semblance  might  deceive  the  truth, 
That  I  to  manhood  am  arrived  so  near, 

*  Written  at  Cambridge  in  1631,  and  sent  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend,  who  had  importuned  our  author  to  take  orders 
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And  inward  ripeness  dotb  much  lest  appear* . 
Tliat  some  more  timely-liappy  spirits  endueUi. 

Vet  be  it  less  or  more,  or  soon  or  slow. 
It  shall  be  still,  in  strictest  measure,  even 
To  that  same  lot,  however  mean  or  high. 

Toward  which  Time  leads  me,  and  the  will  of  Heaven, 
All  is,  if  I  have  grace  to  use  it  so 
As  ever  in  my  great  Task -Master's  eye. 

VIII. 
WHEN  THE  ASSAULT  WAS   INTENDZD  TO  THE  CITY.  * 

Captain,  or  Colonel,  or  Knight  in  arms, 

Whose  chance  on  these  defenceless  doors  may  seize. 
If  deed  of  honour  did  thee  ever  please, 
Guard  them,  &  him  within  protect  from  harms. 

He  can  requite  thee,  for  he  knows  the  charms 
That  call  fame  on  such  gentle  acts  as  these. 
And  he  can  spread  thy  name  o'er  lands  &  seas. 
Whatever  clime  the  sun*s  bright  circle  warms. 

Lid  not  thy  spear  aeainst  the  Muses'  bower : 
The  great  Emathian  conqueror  bid  spare 
The  house  of  Pindarus,  when  temple  and  tower 

Went  to  the  ground  :  and  the  repeated  air 
Of  sad  Electra's  poet  had  the  power 
To  save  tlie  Athenian  walls  from  ruin  bare. 

IX. 

I  TO    A    VIRTUOUS    YOUNG    LADY. 

I 

j  Lady,  tliat  in  the  prime  of  earliest  youth 

I  Wisely  hast  shunn'd  the  broad  way  &  the  green, 

!  And  with  tliose  few  art  eminently  seen, 

t  Thrt  labour  up  the  hill  of  heavenly  truth  ; 

I  The  better  part  witli  Mary  and  with  Ruth 

I  Chosen  tliou  hast ;  and  they  that  overween, 

I  And  at  thy  growing  virtues  fret  their  spleen, 

I  No  anger  find  in  thee,  but  pity  and  ruth. 

Thy  care  is  fix'd,  and  zealously  attends 
To  fill  thy  odorous  lamp,  with  deeds  of  light. 
And  hope,  that  reaps  not  shame.  Therefore  be  sure, 
Tliou,  when  the  bridegroom,  with  his  feastful  friends, 
Passes  to  bliss,  at  the  mid  hour  of  night, 
Hast  gain'd  thy  entrance,  virgin  wise  and  pure. 

*  In  1642 ;  the  King's  army  having  arrived  at  Brentford. 
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X. 

TO   THE    tApT    MARGARET    LEY.* 

Daughter  to  that  good  Earl,  once  president 
Of  England's  council,  and  her  treasury, 
Who  lived  in  both,  unstain'd  with  gold  or  fee, 
And  left  them  both,  ipore  in  himself  content, 

Till  the  sad  breaking  of  that  parliament 
Broke  him,  as  that  dishonest  victory, 
At  Chaeronea,   fatal  to  hberty, 
Kill'd,  with  report,  that  old  man  eloquent,  f 

Though  later  born  than  to  have  known  the  days 
Wherein  your  father  flourish'd,  yet  by  you. 
Madam,  methinks  I  see  him  living  yet; 

So  well  your  words  his  noble  virtues  praise, 
That  all  both  judge  you  to  relate  them  true. 
And  to  possess  them,  honoured  Margaret. 

XI. 

ON    THE   DETRACTION    WHICH    FOLLOWED    UPON    MY 
WRITINO   CERTillN    TREATISES.    1645. 

A  BOOK  was  writ,  of  late,  call'd  Tetrachordon,J 
And  woven  close,  both  matter,  form,  &  style ; 
The  subject  new  :  it  walk'd  the  town  awhile. 

Numbering  good  intellects;  now  seldom  pored  on. 

Cries  the  stall-reader,  **  Bless  us !  what  a  word  on 
A  title  page  is  this  !"   and  some,  in  file. 
Stand  spelling  false,  while  one  might  walk  to  Mile- 
End  Green.  Why,  is  it  harder,  sirs,  than  Gordon, 

Colkitto,   or   Macdonnel,   or   Galasp?$ 

•  The  daughter  of  Sir  Jamei  Ley,  whose  lingular  learning 
and  abilities  raised  him  through  all  the  great  posts  of  the  law, 
till  he  cam^  to  be  made  Earl  of  Marlborough,  and  JjQxd  High 
Treasurer,  and  Lord  President  of  the  Councu  to  EUng  James  I. 
He  died  in  an  advanced  age ;  and  Milton  attributes  his  death 
to  the  hreakmg  of  the  ParHament:  and  it  is  true  that  the  Par^ 
liannent  was  dissolved  the  10th  of  Maich  1628-9,  and  he  died 
on  die  14th  of  the  same  month. — Newton, 

t  Isocrates,  the  orator.  The  victory  was  gained  by  Philip  of 
Macedon  over  the  Athenians. —  Warton, 

X  This  was  one  of  Milton's  books  published  in  oonsequence 
of  his  divorce  from  his  first  wife.  Tetrachordon  signifies  Ex- 
positions on  the  four  chief  places  in  Scripture  which  mention 
marriage  or  nullities  in  marriage. — Warton, 

$  Milton  is  here  collecting,  from  his  hatred  to  the  Scots, 
what  he  thinks  Scottish  names  of  an  ill  sound.  OufkUto  and 
Macdomnelf  arc  one  and  the  same  person ;  a  brave  officer  on  the 
royal  side,  an  Irishman  of  the  Antrim  family,  who  served  un 
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Those  rugged  names  to  our  like  mouths  grow  sleek, 
That  would  have  made  Quintilian  stare  and  gasp, 

Thy  age,  like  ours,  O  Soul  of  Sir  John  Cheek,* 
Hated  not  learning  worse  than  toad  or  asp, 

When  thou  taught'st  Cambridge,  and  king  Edward 
Greek. 

XII. 
ON    THE   SAME. 

I  DID  but  prompt  the  age  to  quit  their  clogs, 
By  the  known  rules  of  ancient  liberty, 
When  straight  a  barbarous  noise  environs  me, 
Of  owls  and  cuckoos,  asses,  apes,  and  dogs  : 

As  when  those  hinds,  tliat  were  transform'd  to  frogs, 
Rail'd  at  Latona's  twin-born  progeny. 
Which  aflei  held  the  sun  and  moon  in  fee. 
But  this  is  got  by  casting  pearls  to  hogs ; 

That  bawl  for  freedom,  in  their  senseless  mood 
And  still  revolt  when  truth  would  set  them  free, 
License  they  mean,  when  they  cry  liberty ; 

For  who  loves  that,  must  first  be  wise  and  good ; 
But  from  that  mark,  how  far  they  rove  we  see. 
For  all  this  waste  of  wealth,  and  loss  of  blood. 

XIII. 

TO    MR.  H.  LAWES,  ON    THE    PUBLISHING    HIS    AIRS 

Written  1645. 

Harry,  whose  tuneful  and  well  measured  song 
First  taught  our  English  music  how  to  span 
Words,  with  just  note  and  accent,  not  to  scan 
With  Midas'  ears,  committing  short  and  long ; 

Thy  worth  and  skill  exempts  thee  from  the  throng, 
With  praise  enough  for  Envy  to  look  wan ; 
To  after  age  thou   slialt  be  writ  the  man, 

Tliat  with  smooth  air,  could'st  humour  best  our  tongue. 

Thou  honour*st  verse,  and  verse  must  lend  her  wing 

der  Montrose.  The  MacdonakU  of  that  family  are  st^'led,  by 
way  of  distinction,  Mac  Collcittockt — that  is,  descendants  of 
lame  Colin.  Oalasp  is  a  Scottish  writer  against  the  Indepen- 
dents ;  for  whom  see  Milton's  verses  On  the  Forcers  of  Con- 
science, &c.  He  is  George  QilUspie,  one  of  the  Scotch  mem- 
bers of  the  Assembly  of  Divines. — Warton, 

•  The  first  professor  of  the  Greek  tongue  in  the  university 
of  Oambridge,  and  was  afterwards  made  one  of  the  tutors  to 
Edward  VI.  See  his  Life  by  Strype,  or  in  the  Biographia 
Britannica. — Newton. 
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To  honour  thee,  the  priest  of  Phoebus'  quh'e, 
That  tunest  their  happiest  lines  in  hymn,  or  story. 
Dante  shall  ^e  Fame  leave  to  set  thee  higher 
Than  his  Casella,  whom  he  woo'd  to  sing, 
Met  in  the  milder  shades  of  Purgatory. 

XIV. 

ON    THE  RELIGIOUS    MEMORY    OF    MRS.  CATBARINB 
THOMSON,  MY  CHRISTIAN  FRIEND, 

Deceased  December  16,  1646.* 

When  Faith  and  Love,  which  parted  from  thee  never, 
Had  ripen 'd  thy  just  soul  to  dwell  with  God, 
Meekly  thou  didst  resign  this  earthly  load 

Of  death,  call'd  life ;  which  us  from  life  doth  sever. 

Thy  works  and  alms,  and  all  thy  good  endeavour, 
Staid  not  behind,  nor  in  the  grave  were  trod  ; 
But  as  Faith  pointed,  with  her  golden  rod, 
FoUow'd  thee  up  to  joy  and  bliss  for  ever. 

Love  led  them  on,  and  Faith  who  knew  them  best, 

•  Thy  hand -maids,  clad  them  o*er  with  purple  beams. 
And  azure  wings,  that  up  they  flew  so  aress'd, 

And  spake  the  truth  of  thee,  on  glorious  themes, 
Before  the  Judge ;  who  thenceforth  bid  thee  rest. 
And  drink  thy  fill  of  pure  immortal  streams. 

XV. 

TO   THE    LORD    GENERAL    FAIRFAX. 

fFrUten  1648. 

Fairfax,  whose  name  in  arms  through  Europe  rings. 
Filling  each  mouth  with  envy  or  with  praise. 
And  sdl  her  jealous  monarchs  with  amaze, 
And  rumours  loud,  that  daunt  remotest  kings, 

Thy  firm  unshaken  virtue  ever  brings 

victory  Iiome,  though  new   rebellions  raise 
Their  hydra  heads,  and  the  false  North  displays 
Her  broken  league,  to  imp  their  serpent  wings. 

O  yet   a   nobler  task   awaits    thy  hand. 
For  what  can  war,  but  endless  war  still  breed  ? 
Till  truth  and  right  from  violence  be  freed. 

And  public  faith  clear'd  from  the  shamefril  brand 

*  Dr.  Newton  found,  in  the  accounts  of  Milton's  life,  that 
when  he  was  first  made  Latin  Secretary,  he  lodged  at  one 
Thomson's,  next  door  to  the  Bull  Head  Tavern,  at  Charing 
Cross.  This  Mrs.  Thomson  was  in  all  probability  one  of  that 
family. 
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Of  public  fraud.     In  vain  doth  valour  bleed, 
While  avarice  and  rapine  fthare  the  land. 

xvi. 

TO  TBB   LORD  OIHERAL  CEOMWiLL. 

PVrittgn  1652. 

CaoMWBLL,  our  chief  of  men,  who,  tlirough  a  cloud 
Not  of  war  only,    but  detractions   rude, 
Guided    by   fieuth,  and  matchless  fortitude, 
To  peace  &  truth  thy  glorious  way  hast  ploughed, 

And  on  the  neck  of  crowned  fortune  proud^ 
Hast  rear'd  God's  trophies,  and  his  work  pursued ; 
While  Darwen  stream,  with  bk>od  of  Scots  imbrued. 
And  Dunbar  6eld  resounds  thy  praises  loud, 

And  Worcester's  kureat  wreath.    Yet  much  remains 
To  conquer  stiQ;  peace  hath  her  victories 
No  less  renown*d  than  war :  new  foes  arise, 

Threatening  to  bind  our  souls  with  secular  chains : 
Help  us  to  save  free  conscience  from  the  paw 
Of  hireling  wolves,  whose  gospel  is  their  maw. 

xvii. 

to    SIR    HENRY    VANE    THE    YOUNGER.* 

v^ANE,  young  in  years,  but  in  sage  counsel  old, 
Than  whom   a  better  senator  ne'er  held 
The  helm  of  Rome,  when  gowns,  not  arms,  repell'd 
The  fierce   Epirot,  and  the  African  bold. 

Whether   to    settle   peace,   or    to   unfold 
The  drift  of  hollow  states,  hard  to  be  spell'd  ; 
Then  to  advise  how  war  may,  best  upheld. 
Move  by  her  two  main  nerves,  iron  and  gold, 

In    all   her   equipage :    besides,    to    know 

Both  spiritual  power  &  civil,  what  each  means, 
What  severs  each,  thou  hast  learned,  which  few  have 

The  bounds  of  either  sword  to  thee  we  owe  :        [done. 
Therefore,  on  thy  firm  hand   Religion  leans 
In  peace,  and  reckons  thee  her  eldest  son. 

•  Sir  Henry  Vane  the  yoaiiger  was  the  chief  of  the  Inde- 
pendents, and  therefore  Milton's  friend.  He  was  the  contriver 
of  the  Solemn  Le&gne  and  Covenant  In  the  pamphlets  of 
that  age  he  is  called  Sir  Humorous  Vanity.  He  was  beheaded 
in  1662. 
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XVIll. 
OH    THE   LATE   MASSACRE   IN    PIEDMONT,    1655. 

AviNOB,  O  Lord,  thy  slaughtered  saints,  whose  bones 
Lie  scatter'd  on  the  Alpine  mountains  cold ; 
Even  them,  who  kept  thy  truth  so  pure  of  old, 
When  all  our  fathers  worshipp'd  stocks  &  stones^ 

Forget  not :  in  thy  book  record  tlieir  groans, 
Who  were  thy  sheep,  and,  in  their  ancient  fold 
Slain  by  the  bloody  Picdmontese,  that  roU'd 
Mother  with  infant  down  the  rocks.    Their  moans 

The  vales  redoubled  to  the  hills,  and  they 
To  Heaven.     Their  martyr'd  blood  &  ashes  sow 
O'er  all  the  Italian  fields,  where  still  doth  sway 

The  triple  tyrant;  that  from  these  may  grow 
A  hundred  fold,  who,  having  learn'd  thy  way. 
Early  may   fly   the  Babylonian   woe. 

XIX. 

ON    HIS    BLINDNESS. 

When  1  consider  how  my  light  is  spent. 
Ere  half  my  days,  in  this  dark  world  and  wide, 
And  that  one  talent  which  is  death  to  hide, 
Lodged  with  me  useless,  though  my  soul  more  bent 

To  serve  therewith   my  Maker,  and  present 
My  true  account,  lest  he,  returning,  chide; 
"  Doth  God  exact  day-labour,  light  denied  ?'* 
I  fondly  ask  :    but  patience,  to  prevent 

That  murmur,  soon  replies,  "  God  doth  not  need 
Either  man's  work,  or  his  own  gifts;  who  best 
Bear  his  mild  yoke,  they  serve  him  best :  his  state 

Is  kmgly;  thousands  at  his  bidding  speed. 
And  post  o'er  land  and  ocean  without  rest ; 
They  also  serve,  who  only  stand  and  in  ait." 

XX. 

TO    MR.   LAWRENCE. 

Lawrence,  of  virtuous  father  virtuous  son,* 
Now  that  the  fields  are  dank,  and  ways  are  mire. 
Where  shall  we  sometimes  meet,  and,  by  the  fire, 

•  The  virHums  ton  was  author  of  a  work  "  Of  our  Commu- 
nion with  Angels."  printed  m  1646.  The  father  was  member 
for  Herefordshire,  in  the  Little  Parliament  which  began  m 
1663,  and  was  active  in  settling  the  protectorate  of  Cromwell. 
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Help  waste  a  sullen  day,  what  may  be  won 
From  the  hard  season  gaming?  time  will  ran 
On  smoother,   till   Favonius  re-inspire 
The  frozen  earth,  and  clothe,  in  fresh  attire. 
The  lily  and  rose,  that  neither  sow*d  nor  spun. 
What  neat  repast  shall  feast  us,  hght  and  choice. 
Of  Attic  taste,  with  wine,  whence  we  may  rise 
To  hear  the  lute  well  touch'd,  or  artful  voice 
Warble  immortal  notes,  and  Tuscan   air? 
He,  who  of  those  delights  can  judge,  and  spare 
To   interpose  them  oil,   is   not   unwise. 

XXI. 

TO  CYRIACK    SKINNEE.* 

Ctriack,  whose  grandsire,  on  the  royal  bench 
Of  British  Themis,  with  no  mean  applause. 
Pronounced,  and  in  his  volumes  taught,  our  laws. 
Which  others,  at  their  bar,  so  often  wrench  ; 

To-day  deep  thoughts  resolve  with  me  to  drench 
In  mirth,  that  after  no  repenting  draws ; 
Let  Euclid  rest,  and  Archimedes  pause, 

And  what  the  Swede  intends,  and  what  the  French 

To  measure  life  learn  thou  betimes,  and  know 
Toward  solid  good  what  leads  the  nearest  way ; 
For  other  things,  mild  Heaven  a  time  ordains. 

And  disapproves  tliat  care,  though  wise  in  show, 
Tliat  with  superfluous  burden  loads  the  day, 

And  when  God  sends  a  cheerful  hour,  refrains. 

XXII. 
TO    THE    SAME. 

Cyriack,  this  three-years-day,  these  eyes,  though 
To  outward  view,  of  blemish  or  of  spot,     [clear, 
Beretl  of  light,  their  seeing  have  forgot, 
Nor,  to  their  idle  orbs,  doth  sight  appear 

Of  sun,  or  moon,  or  star,  throughout  the  year. 
Or  man,  or  woman.     Yet  I  argue  not 
Against  Heaven's  hand  or  will,  nor  bate  a  jot 

Of  heart  or  hope ;  but  still  bear  up,  and  steer 

Right  onward.     What  supports  me,  dost  thou  ask? 
The  conscience,  friend,  to  have  lost  them,  overplied, 

•  CjTiack  Skinner  was  one  of  the  principal  members  of 
Harrington's  political  club.  Wood  says  that  he  was  "  an 
ingenious  young  gentleman,  and  scholar  to  John  Milton;  which 
Skinner  iometinies  held  the  chair." — yfth.  Oxon.  ii.  591. 
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In  liberty's  defence,  ray  noble  task, 
Of  which  all  Burope  rings  from  side  to  side,    [mask, 
Thb  thought  might  leaid  me  through  the  world's  vain 
Content,  though  blind,  had  I  no  better  guide. 

XXIII. 
ON    HIS    DECEASED    WIPE.* 

Methouoht  I  saw  my  late  espoused  saint, 
Brought  to  me,  like  Alcestis,  from  the  grave. 
Whom  Jove's  mat  son  to  her  glad  husband  gave, 
Rescued  from  death  by  force,  though  pale  andfainv 

Mine,  as  whom  wash*d  from  spot  of  child-bed  taint, 
Purification  in  the  old  law  did  save, 
And  such,  as  yet  once  more  I  trust  to  have 
Full  sight  of  her  in  Heaven,  without  restraint. 

Came  vested  all  in  white,  pure  as  her  mind : 
Her  face  was  veil'd,  yet,  to  my  fancied  sight. 
Lore,  sweetness,  goodness,  in  her  person  shined 

fio  clear,  as  in  no  face  with  more  delight. 
But  O,  as  to  embrace  me  she  inclined, 

(  waked,  she  fled,  and  day  brought  back  my  night 

*  This  Sonnet  wm  written  about  the  year  1656,  on  the  death 
of  hit  second  wife,  Catherine,  the  dauffhter  of  Captain  Wood- 
cock, of  Hackney,  a  rigid  tectariat  She  died  in  child-bed  of  a 
daughter,  within  a  year  after  their  marriage.  Milton  had  now 
been  long  totaUy  blind. 
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This  is  tbe  month,  and  thii  the  happrjT  noow 
Wheran  the  Son  of  Hearen't  etenuu  Knqg^ .  . 
Of  wedded  nuddy  and  virgin  mottier  bom^,, 
Our  great  redemption  from  above  did  fai:^; 
For  80  the  holy  aaflea  once  did  ainff , 

That  he  our  deaialy  fiirfttt  ahookT  lekaMp 
And,  with  his  Father^  work  us  a  perpetipal  peaea«>' 

That  glorious  form,  that  light  unsufierable. 
And  Uiat  far-beaming  Maze  of  indestf. 
Wherewith  he  wont,  at  Heaven's  high  coancA-taUa 
To  sit  the  midst  of  Trinal  Um^, 
He  laid  aside ;  and  here  vrith  us  to  be,  '     ' 

Forsook  the  courts  oi  everlasting  day. 
And  chose,  with  us,  a  darksome  house  ot  mortal  clay. 

Say  heavenly  muse,  shall  not  thy  sacred  vein 

Anord  a  present  to  the  Infant-God  ? 

Hast  thou  no  verse,  no  hymn,  or  solemn  strain, 

To  welcome  him  to  this  his  new  abode, 

Now  while  the  Heaven,  by  the  sun's  team  untrod. 

Hath  took  no  print  of  ue  approachmg  light. 
And  all  the  spangled  host  keep  watch  in  squadirons 
bright? 

See  how  from  far,  upon  the  eastern  road, 
The  star-led  wizards  haste,  with  odours  sweet : 
O  run,  prevent  them  with  thy  humble  ode. 
And  lay  it  lowly  at  his  blessed  feet; 
Have  thou  the  honour  first,  thy  Lord  to  greet. 

And  join  thy  voice  unto  the  angel  quire-; 
From  out  his  secret  altar  touch'd  with  hallow*d  fin. 

*  This  Ode,  in  which  the  many  learned  allusiona  are  highly 
poetical,  was  prohahly  composed  as  a  college  exercise  kt  Cam- 
bridge, our  author  being  now  only  twenty-one  yean  dd.  In  tba 
edition  of  1645,  in  its  title  it  is  said  to  have  been  wiitte&iii  16t9. 
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It  was  the  winter  wild. 
While  the  Heaven-bom  child^ 

All  meanly  wrapt,  in  the  rude  manger  lies; 
Nature,  in  awe  to  him, 
Had  dofif'd  her  gaudy  trim, 

With  her  great  Master  so  to  sympathise  : 
It  was  no  season  then  for  her  i 

To  wanton  with  the  sun,  her  lusty  paramour. 

Only  with  speeches  fair  j 

She  wooes  the  gentle  air,  ! 

To  hide  her  guilty  front,  with  innocent  snow ; 
And,  on  her  naked  shame, 
Pollute  with   sinful   blame, 

The  saintly  veil  of  maiden  white  to  throw  ; 
Confounded,  that  her  Maker's  eyes 
Should  look  so  near  upon  her  foul  deformities. 

But  he,  her  fears  to  cease, 
Sent  down  the  meek-ey*d  Peace ; 

She,  crown'd  with  olive  green,  came  softly  sliding 
Down,  through  the  turning  sphere, 
His  ready  harbinger. 

With  turtle  wing,  the  amorous  clouds  dividing ; 
And,  waving  wide  her  myrtle  wand 
She  strikes  an  universal  peace,  through  sea  &  land. 

No  war,  or  battle's  sound, 
Was  heard,  the  world  around : 

The  idle  spear  &  shield  were  high  up  hung, 
The  hooked  chariot  stood, 
Unstain'd  with  hostile  blood, 

The  trupipet  spake  not  to  the  armed  throng ; 
And  kings  sat  still,  with  awful  eye. 
As  if  they  surely  knew  their  sovereign  Lord  was  by. 

But  peaceful  was  the  night, 
Wherein  the  Prince  of  Light 

His  reign  of  peace  upon  the  earth  began  : 
The  winds,  with  wonder  whist, 
Smoothly  the  waters  kiss'd, 

Whbpering  new  joys  to  the  mild  ocean  ; 
Who  now  hath  quite  forgot  to  rave. 
While  birds  of  calm  sit  brooding  on  the  charmed  wave 
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The  starsy  with  deep  amaae, 
Stand  fix'd  in  sted&it  gaie, 

Bending  one  way  their  preebui  inflvenoe ; 
And  will  not  take  their  flight, 
For  all  the  momine  lights 

Or  Locifer,  that  (Sten  wam'd  them  Aeoee; 
But  in  their  glimmering  orba  did  glow. 
Until  their  Lord  himsdf  beqpake,  and  bid  them  J^ 

And  though  the  shady  gloom 
Had  giren  day  her  roomy 

The  sun  himself  withheld  his  wonted  spaed. 
And  hid  his  head  hr  shame* 
As  his  inferior  flame  ..  r  ~ 

The  new-enlighten'd  WKMrld  no  mofoahoold  msed; 
He  saw  a  |pneater  sun  appear  •  (baaf  • 

Ulan  his  bright  throne^  or  burning  axktree  could 

Hie  shepherds,  on  the  lawn. 
Or  e'er  the  pomt  of  dawn. 

Sat  simply  chatting,  in  a  nxstie  row; 
Full  little  thought  Uiey  than 
Tliat  the  mighty  Pan 

Was  kindly  come  to  fire  with  them  bdow ; 
Perhaps  their  loves,  or  else  thdr  sheep, 
Was  all  that  did  their  silly  thoughts  so  busy  keep. 

When  such  music  sweet 
Their  hearts  and  ears  did  greet, 

As  never  was  by  mortal  finger  strook ; 
Divinely  warbled  voice 
Answenng  the  stringed  noise. 

As  all  their  souls  in  blissful  rapture  took  : 
The  air,  such  pleasure  loth  to  lose,  [dose. 

With  thousand  echoes,  still  prolongs  each  heavenly 

Nature,  that  heard  such  sound. 
Beneath  the  hollow  round 

Of  Cynthia's  seat,  the  aery  region  thrilling. 
Now  was  almost  won. 
To  think  her  part  was  done. 

And  that  her  reign  had  here  its  last  fulfilling ; 
She  knew  such  harmony,  alone, 
Could  hold  all  Heaven  &  mrth  in  happier  onion. 
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At  last  surrounds  their  sight 
A  globe  of  circular  light. 

That  with  long  beams  the  shamefac'd  nieht 
Tiie   helmed   cherubim,  [array  d; 

And  sworded  seraphim,  [play'd, 

Are  seen  in  glittering  ra.nks,  with  wings  dis- 
Harping,  in  loud  and  solemn  quire,  [Heir. 

With  unexpressive  notes,  to  Heaven's  new-born 

Such  music,  as  'tis  said, 
Before  was  never  made, 

But  when  of  old  the  sons  of  morning  sung ; 
While  the  Creator  great 
His  constellations  set. 

And  the  well-balanced  world  on  hinges  hung  ; 
And  cast  the  dark  foundations  deep,  [keep. 

And  bid  the  weltering  waves  their  oozy  channel 

Ring  out,  ye  crystal  spheres. 
Once  bless  our  numan  ears. 

If  ye  have  power  to  touch  our  senses  so  ; 
And  let  your  silver  chime 
Move  in  melodious  time, 

And  let  the  base  of  Heaven's  deep  organ  blow ; 
And,  with  your  ninefold  harmony. 
Make  up  full  consort  to  the  angelic  symphony. 

For  if  such  holy  song 
Enwrap  our  fancy  long. 

Time  will  run  back,  and  fetch  the  age  of  gold ; 
And  speckled  Vanitv 
Will  sicken  soon  and  die. 

And  leprous  sin  will  melt  from  earthly  mould, 
And  Hell  itself  will  pass  away, 
And  leave  her  dolorous  mansions  to  the  peering  day. 

Yea,  Truth  and  Justice  then 
Will  down  return  to  men, 

Orb'd  in  a  rainbow ;  &,  like  glories  wearing, 
Mercy,  will  sit  between, 
Throned  in  celestial  sheen, 

With  radiant  feet  the  tissued  cbnds  down 
And  Heaven,  as  at  some  festival,         [steering 
Will  open  wide  the  gates  of  her  high  palace  halL 

But  wisest  Fate  says  no, 
This  most  not  yet  be  so. 
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TheiBabe  yet  lies  in  tmiliiig  itiftifecy»    >  ■  ..   i .  < 
That,  on  the  better  croM,'  »    ..  >. '.?i.>  * 

Must  redeem  ^  low;  ■    iiM 

So  6oth  himself  anidiistK>|^bftf|r;    .    • 
Y^  first  to  those 'ydiain'd  b  sleep.    >',    .{jdM!.tep9 
The  wakeCnl  trump  of  doom  mml  thunder  ikkoogb 

With  such  a  horrid  denffi  ^  «*   • 

A.  oa  moaiit  Sinai  Ml? 
While  the  red  fire  and  smonldriiig^  ckmds  oat 

The  aged  Earth  aghast,  [bnkef; 

With  terror  of  that  blast,' 

Shall  from  the  surface  to  the  osmtre  Aakit%  ' 

When,  at  the  world's  last  sessioii,  [tinone. 

The  dreadfiil  Judge,  in  middle atr,  shaDapnadUe 

And  then  at  last  our  Uiss  '  ''  '' 

Full  and  perfect  is. 

But  now  begins ;  fior,'  from  tma  happj  di^. 
The  old  dragon,  under  ground. 
In  straiter  limits  bound. 

Not  half  so  far  casts  Mi  uBurjped^way; 
And  wroth  to  see  his  lEdedom  Ihil,  '   | 

Swindges  the  scaly  honor  of  his  fbUedtail:' 

Hie  oracles  are  dumb,  r,/ 

No  voice  or  hideous  hum  -,  ,.j  ^.i 

Runs  through  the  ardied  roof  in  words  ietcesmig. 
Apollo,   from   his  shrine. 
Can  no  more  divine, 

With  hollow  shriek  the  steep  of  Delphos  taavi^g. 
No  nightly  trance,  or  breathed  spell. 
Inspires  the  pale-ey'd  priest,  from  the  propfaejtic  cell. 

The  lonely  mountains  o'er. 
And  the  resounding  shore, 

A  voice  of  weeping  heard,  and  loud  lament ;    - 
From  haunted  spring,  and  dale 
Edg'd  with  poplar  pale, 

The  parting  genius  is  with  sighing  sent ; 
With  fiower-inwoven  tresses  toni,  fnoiihi. 

The  nymphs,  in  twilight  shade  of  tangled  thickets 

In  consecrated  earth, 
And  on  the  holy   hearth. 

The   Lars,  and   Lemures  moan,  with  midnight 
In  urns,  and  altars  round,  [plaini; 

A  drear  and  dying  sound 

Affrights  the  Flamens,  at  their  service  quaint* 
And  the  chill  marble  seems  to  sweat. 
While  each  peculiar  power  forgoes  his  wonted  seat 
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Peor  and  BsuLlim 
Forsake  their  temples  dim, 

With  that  twice-batter'd  god  of  Palestine ; 
And  mooned  Ashtaroth, 
Heaven's  queen  and  mother  both, 

Now  sits  not  girt  with  tapers'  holy  shine ; 
The  libyc  Hammon  shrinks  his  horn,  [mourn. 

In  vain  the  Tyrian  maids  their  wounded  Thammuz 


And  sullen  Moloch,  fled 
Hath. left,  in  shadows  dread 

His  burning  idol,  all  of  blackest  hue  ; 
In  vain  with  cymbals'  ring 
They  call  the  grisly  king. 

In  dismal  dance  about  the  fiimace  blue : 
The  brutish  Gods  of  Nile  as  fast, 
Isis,  and  Orus,  and  the  dog  Anubis  haste. 


Nor  is  Osiris  seen 

In  Memphian  grove  or  green, 

Trampling  the  unshower'd  grass  with  lowines 
Nor  can  he  be  at  rest  [loud ; 

Within  his  sacred  chest, 

Nought  but  profoundest  Hell  can  be  his  shroud ; 
In  vain  with  timbrell'd  anthems  dark, 
The  sable-stol'd  sorcerers  bear  his  worshipt  ark. 

He  feels,  from  Juda's  land. 
The  dreaded  Infant's  hand. 

The  rays  of  Bethlehem  blind  hb  dusky  eyn ; 
Nor  all  the  gods  beside, 
Longer  dare  abide, 

Not  Typhon  huge,  ending  in  snaky  twine : 
Our  Babe,  to  show  his  godhead  true,         [crew. 
Can  in  his  swaddling  bands  control  the  damned 

So  when  the  sun  in  bed, 
Curtain 'd  with  cloudy  red, 

Pillows  his  chin  upon  an  orient  wave^ 
The  flocking  shadows  pale 
Troop  to  the  infernal  jail. 

Each  fetter'd  ghost  slips  to  his  several  grave. 
And  the  yellow-skirted  Fayes  [maze. 

Fly  after  the  night-steeds,  leaving  their  moon-loved 

But  see,  the  virgin  bless'd 
Hath  laid  her  Babe  to  rest, 
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Time  is  our  tedious  song  should  here  have  ending: 
Heaven's  youngest-teemed  star 
Hath  fix'd  her  polish'd  car, 

Her  sleeping  Lord  with  handmaid  lamp  attending  * 
And  all  about  the  courtly  stable 
Bright-harness'd  angeb  sit,  in  order  serviceable. 


THE  PASSION. 

Erewhilb  of  music,  and  ethereal  mirth, 
Wherewith  the  stage  of  air  and  earth  did  ring, 
And  joyous  news  of  heavenly  infant's  birth, 
My  muse  with  angels  did  divide  to  sing ; 
But  headlong  joy  is  ever  on  the  wing, 

In  wintery  solstice,  like  the  shortened  light, 
Soon  swallow'd  up  in  dark,  and  long  outliving  night. 

For  now  to  sorrow  must  I  tune  my  song. 
And  set  my  harp  to  notes  of  saddest  woe, 
Which  on  our  dearest  Lord  did  seize,  ere  long, 
Dangers,  and  snares,  and  wrongs,  and  worse  than  so, 
Which  he,  for  us,  did  freely  undergo  : 

Most  perfect  hero,  tried  in  heaviest  plight 
Of  labours  huge  and  hard,  too  hard  for  human  wight ! 

He,  sovereign  priest,  stooping  his  regal  head, 
That  dropt  with  odorous  oil  down  his  fair  eyes. 
Poor   fleshy    tabernacle   entered, 
His  starry  front  low-roof 'd,  beneath  the  skies ; 
O  what  a  mask  was  there,  what  a  disguise  ! 

Yet  more ;  the  stroke  of  death  he  must  abide, 
Then  lies  him  meekly  down,  fast  by  his  brethren's  side. 

These  latest  scenes  confine  my  roving  verse ; 
To  this  horizon  is  my  Phoebus  bound  : 
His  godlike  acts,  and  his  temptations  fierce. 
And  former  sufferings,  other  where  are  found  ; 
Loud  o'er  the  rest  Cremona's  trump  doth  sound  ; 

Me  softer  airs  befit,  and  softer  strings 
Of  lute,  or  viol  still,  more  apt  for  mournful  things. 

Befriend  me,  Night,  best  patroness  of  grief. 

Over  the  pole  thy  thickest  mantle  throw. 

And  work  my  flatter'd  fancy  to  belief. 

That  Heaven  and  earth  are  colour'd  with  my  woe ; 

My  sorrows  are  too  dark  for  day  to  know  : 

The  leaves  should  all  be  black  whereon  I  write,  [white- 
And  letters,  whpre  my  tears  have  wash'd,  a  wannish 
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See,  see  the  chariot^  and  those  rushing  wheels, 
That  whirl'd  the  prophet  up  at  Chebar  flood. 
My  spirit  some  transporting  cherub  feels. 
To  bear  me  where  the  towers  of  Salem  stood, 
Once  glorious  towers,  now  sunk  in  guiltless  blood ; 

There  doth  my  soul  in  holy  vision  sit, 
In  pensive  trance,  and  anguish,  and  ecstatic  fit. 

Mine  eye  hath  found  that  sad  sepulchral  rock. 
That  was  the  casket  of  Heaven's  richest  store. 
And  here,  though  grief  my  feeble  hands  up  lock. 
Yet  on  the  soften'd  quarry  would  I  score 
My  plaining  verse,  as  lively  as  before  ; 

For  sure  so  well  instructed  are  my  tears, 
That  they  would  fitly  fall  in  order'd  characters. 

Or  should  I  thence  hurried,  on  viewless  wing, 
Take  up  a  weeping,  on  the  mountains  wild. 
The  gentle  neighbourhood  of  grove  and  spring 
Would  soon  unbosom  all  their  echoes  mild, 
And   I,  for  grief  is  easily   beguiled. 

Might  think  the  infection  of  my  sorrows  loud 
Had  got  a  race  of  mourners,  on  some  pregnant  cloud. 

This  subject  the  Author  finding  te  he  above  the  yean 
he  had,  when  he  wrote  it,  and  nothing  satisfied 
with  what  wcis^begun,  left  it  unfinished. 


UPON  THE  CIRCUMCISION. 

Y£  flaming  powers,  and  winged  warriors  bright 
That  erst,  with  music,  and   triumphant  song. 
First  heard  by  happy  watchful  shepherds'  ear 
So  sweetly  sung  your  joy,  the  clouds  along. 
Through  the  soft  silence  of  the  listening  night. 
Now  mourn ;  and  if,  sad  share  with  us  to  bear. 
Your  fiery  essence  can  distil  no   tear, 
Bum   in  your  sighs,   and   borrow 
Seas,  wept  from  our  deep  sorrow : 
He,  who,  with  all  Heaven's  neraldry,  whilere 
Enter'd  the  world,  now  bleeds  to  give  us  ease ; 
Alas,  how   soon  our  sin 
Sore  doth   begin 

His  infancy   to  seize! 
0,  more  exceeding  love  or  law  more  just! 
Just  law  indeed,  but  more  exceeding  love  I 
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For  we,  by  ilf^iftftd  doonip  wmmiikm^ 

Were  lost  m  death,  till  he,  tbei  dmA  aboi*, 

Hgh  throned  in  eeeiet  biiii,  fcr  «i^  fna  4^ 

Emptied  fait  glory,  evea  to  ntVediUM; 

And  ikzl  greet  covenaDt,  whioh  we  atS  tnnagBM 

Entirely   satiified. 

And  the  fall  wratfa  beaide 

Of  yenffeful  justice,  bore  for  our  eicfiaa; 

And  seals  obedience  first,  with  wounding  siu^. 

This  day,  but  O!  ere  long, 

Huge  Piu^  uid  strong    -^ 

will  pierce  more  near  his  heart. 


ON  THE  DEATH  OF  A  FAIR  INFA^, 
Djfing  qf  m  Om§k.^ 

O  FAiBEST  flower,  no  sooner  bbwn  bat  Uastedf 
Soft  silken  primrose,  Aiding  timdesdj. 
Summer's  chief  honour,  if  thoa  hadst  outlasted 
Bleak  Winter's  force,  that  miUe  thy  blosaom  dry: 
For  he,  being  amorous,  on  that  lovely  dye, 

That  did  thy  cheek  envermeil,  thoumt  to  kiss  ; 
But  kilVd,  alas,  and  then  bewail'd  hu  nital  bliss. 

For  since  grim  Aquilo,  his  charioteer. 
By  boisterous  rape  the  Athenian  damsel  got. 
He  thouftht  it  touch'd  his  deity  foil  near. 
If  likewise  he  some  foir  one  wedded  not ; 
Thereby  to  wipe  away  the  infamous  blot 

Of  long-uncoupled  bed,  and  childless  eld,      [he! 
Which,  'mongst  the  wanton  gods,  a  foul  reproach  w 

So,  mountin^up  in  icy-pearled  car. 
Through  middle  empire  of  the  freezing  air, 
He  wander'd  long,  till  thee  he  spied  from  far : 
There  ended  was  his  quest,  there  ceased  his  care ; 
Down  he  descended,  from  his  snow-sofl  chair. 

But,  all  unwares,  with  his  cold-kind  embrace, 
Vnhoused  thy  virgin  soul  from  her  fair  biding  plac 

Vet  art  thou  not  inglorious  in  thy  fate ; 
For  so  Apollo,  with  unweeting  hand, 

•  Written  in  1625,  and  first  inserted  in  edition  1673.    J 
Witt  now  seventeen. — WmrtOH, 
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Whilom  did  slay  his  dearly-loved  mate. 
Young  HyacinUi,  bom  on  Eurotas'  strand, 
Young  Hyacinth,  the  pride  of  Spartan  land : 

But  then  transform'd  him  to  a  purple  flower : 
Alack  that  so  to  change  thee  Winter  had  no  power. 

Yet  can  I  not  persuade  me  thou  art  dead, 
Or  that  thy  corse  corrupts  in  earth's  dark  womb ; 
Or  that  thy  beauties  lie  in  wormy  bed, 
Hid  from  the  world,  in  a  low-delved  tomb ; 
Could  Heaven,  for  pity,  thee  so  strictly  doom  ? 
Oh  no  !  for  something  in  thy  face  did  shine. 
Above  mortality,  that  show'd  thou  was  divine. 

Resolve  me  then,  oh  soul  most  surely  bless'd, 
If  so  it  be  that  thou  these  plaints  dost  hear. 
Tell  me,  bright  spirit,  where'er  thou  hoverest. 
Whether  above  that  high  first-moving  sphere. 
Or  in  the  Elysian  fields,  if  such  there  were, 
O  say  me  true,  if  thou  wert  mortal  wight. 
And  why ,  from  us  so  quickly ,  thou  didst  take  thy  flight* 

Wert  thou  some  star,  which,  from  the  ruin'd  roof 
Of  shaked  OUmpus,  by  mischance  didst  fall ; 
Which  careful  Jove,  in  nature's  true  behoof. 
Took  up,  and  in  fit  place  did  reinstall  ? 
Or  did  of  late  earth's  sons  besiege  the  wall 

Of  sheeny  Heaven,  &  thou  some  goddess  fled 
Amongst  rjs,  here  below,  to  hide  thy  nectar 'd  head  ? 

Or  wert  thou  that  just  maid,  who,  once  before. 
Forsook  the  hated  earth,  O  tell  me  sooth. 
And  camest  again  to  visit  us  once  more  ? 
Or  wert  thou  fiiat  sweet-smiling  youth  ? 
Or  that  crown'd  matron  sage,  white-rob'd  Truth  ? 
Or  any  other  of  that  heavenly  brood,     [good  ? 
Let  down  in  cloudy  throne,  to  do  the  world  some 

Or  wert  thou  of  the  golden-winged  host. 
Who,  having  clad  thyself  in  human  weed, 
To  earth,  from  thy  prefixed  seat,  didst  post. 
And  ailer  short  abode  fly  back  with  speed. 
As  if  to  show  what  creatures  Heaven  doth  breed. 

Thereby  to  set  the  hearts  of  men  on  fire. 
To  scorn  the  sordid  world,  and  unto  Heaven  aspire  ? 

But  oh,  why  didst  thou  not  stay  here  below. 
To  bless  us  with  thy  heaven-loved  innocence. 
To  slake  his  wrath  whntn  sin  hath  made  our  foe. 
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To  turn  swift- rushing  black  perdition  hence. 
Or,  drive  away  the  slaughtering   pestilence. 
To  stand  'twixt  us  and  our  deserved  smart  ? 
But  thou  canst  best  perform  that  office  where  thou  art. 

Then  thou,  the  mother  of  so  sweet  a  child. 
Her   false-imagined  loss   cease  to  lament, 
And  wisely  learn  to  curb  tliy  sorrows  wild ; 
Think  what  a  present  thou  to  God  hast  sent, 
And  render  him  with  patience  what  he  lent ; 

This  if  thou  do,  he  will  an  offspring  give,  [to  live. 
That,  till  the  world's  last  end,  shall  make  thy  name 


ON    TIME.* 

Fly,  envious  Time,  till  thou  run  out  thy  race; 
Call  on  the  lazy  leaden-stepping  hours. 
Whose  speed  is  but  the  heavy  plummet's  pace ; 
And  glut  thyself  with  what  thy  womb  devours. 
Which  is  no  more  than  what  is  false  and  vain, 
And   merely  mortal  dross; 
So   little    is   our   loss, 
So    little   is  thy    gain. 

For  when,  as  each  thing  bad  thou  hast  entomb'd 
And  last  of  all  thy  greedy  self  consumed, 
Then  long  Eternity  shall  greet  our  bliss. 
With   an  individual   kiss ; 
And  Joy  shall  overtake  us,  as  a  flood. 
When  every  thing  that  is  sincerely  good, 
And   perfectly  divine, 

With  truth,  and  peace,  and  love,  shall  ever  shine, 
About  the  supreme  throne 
Of  Him,  to  whose  happy-making  siglit,  alone, 
When  once  our  heavenly-guided  soul  shall  climb. 
Then   all   this  earthly   grossness   quit, 
Attired  with  stars,  we  shall  for  ever  sit,  [O  Time  ! 
Triumphing  over  Death  and  Chance,  and  thee. 


AT  A  SOLEMN  MUSIC. 

Bless* D  pair  of  Syrens,  pledges  of  Heaven's  joy. 
Sphere-born  harmonious  sisters.  Voice  and  V  erse. 
Wed  your  divine  sounds,  and  mix'd  power  employ, 
Dead  things,  with  inbreathed  sense  able  to  pierce; 
And,  to  our  high-raised  phantasy,  present 
That  undisturbed  song  of  pure  consent, 

•  In  Milton's  manuscript,  written  with  his  own  hand,  vol.  8. 
ifae  title  is,  "  On  Time.     To  be  set  on  a  clock-caie." 
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Aye  sung  before  the  sapphire-colour'd  throne 

To   Him  that  sits  thereon, 

With  saintly  shout,  and  solemn  jubilee, 

Where  the  bright  seraphim,  in  burning  row. 

Their  loud  up-lifted  angel-trumpets  blow ; 

And  the  cherubic  host,  in  thousand  quires^ 

Touch  their  immortal  harps,  of  golden  wires, 

With  those  just  spirits,  that  wear  victorious  palms, 

Hymns  devout  and  holy  psalms 

Singing  everlastingly ; 

That  we  on  earth,  with  undiscording  voice^ 

May  rightly  answer  that  melodious  noise ; 

As  once  we  did,  till  disproportion'd  sin 

Jarr'd  against  nature's  chime,  and,  with  harsh  din. 

Broke  the  fair  music,  that  all  creatures  made 

To  their  great  Lord,  whose  love  their  motion  sway'd, 

In  perfect  diapason,   whilst  they  stood 

In  fioBt  obedience,  and  their  state  of  good. 

O  may  we  soon  again  renew  that  song, 

And  keep  in  tune  with  Heaven,  till  God,  ere  long 

To   his  celestial  concert  us  unite, 

To  live  with  him  and  sing  in  endless  mom  of  light. 


AN  EPITAPH 

OK   THS 

MARCHIONESS  OF  WINCHESTER.* 

This  rich   marble  doth   inter 
The  honoured  wife  of  Winchester, 
A  viscount's  daughter,  an  earl's  heir, 
Besides  what  her  virtues  fair 
Added  to  her  noble  birth. 
More  than  she  could  own  from  earth. 
Summers  three  times  eight,  save  one. 
She  had  told ;    alas,   too   soon. 
After  so  short  time  of  breath. 
To  house  with  darkness  and  with  death. 
Yet  had  the  number  of  her  days 
Been  as  complete  as  was  her  praise, 
Nature  and  fate  had  had  no  strife, 
In   giving  limit  to  her  life. 

Her  high  birth,  and  her  graces  sweet. 
Quickly  found   a  lover  meet; 
The  virgin  quire,  for  her,  request 

*  Jane,  daughter  of  Thomaa,  Yiacoant  Savage,  and  wife  of 
John,  Marquis  of  Winchester. 


[he  god  ihat  siu  at  mitrriage  feui ; 
He,    at    their   invoking,  came, 
But  with  a  scarce  well-Hghted  flame ; 
And  in  his  giLiiand,  as  he  Blood, 
Ye  might  discern  a  cypress  bud. 
Once  hod  the  eaiiy  matrons  mo 
To  greet  her  of  a  lovely  son. 
And  now  witJi  lecond  hope  she  goes. 
And  calls  Lucina  to  her  throes ; 
Bui,  whether  by  mischance  ot  blama, 
Atropos   Ibr   Lueina  came ; 
And,    with  remorftelesa   cruelty, 
SpoiI'd  at  once  both  fratt  and  ttee: 
The  laplesa  b^*™   \      re  his  birth. 
Had  burial  "  d  in  earth  ; 

And  the  la  ither's  womb 

Was  not  — -,  iig  tomb. 

So  have  I  we.         ^  tender  slip, 
Saved  with  c        •>       printer'^  nip. 
The  pride  of         c       ition  train, 
Pluck'd  up,  i>j  oOiiK  unheedy  swain. 
Who  only  thought  lo  crop  the  flower. 
New  shot  u|)  from  venial  shower  ; 
But  the  fair  blossom  hings  the  head. 
Side-ways,  as  on  a  dying  bed. 
And  those  pearls  of  dew  she  wears, 
PrOTe  to  be  preaaging  tean. 
Which  the  sad  mom  had  let  faU 
On  her  hastening  funeral. 

Gentle  lady,  may  thy  grave 
Peace  and  quiet  ever  have; 
After  this,  thy  travail  sore 
Sweet  rest  seize  thee  evermore, 
That,  to  give  the  world  increase, 
ShoTten'd  hast  thy  uwn  life's  lease. 
Here,  besides  the  aorrowing 
That  thy  noble  house  doth  bring. 
Here  be  tears  of  perfect  moan 
Wept   for   thee  in    Helicon, 
Ana  some  flowers,  and  some  bays. 
For  thy  hearse,  to  strew  the  ways^ 
Sent  theelrom  the  banks  of  Came, 
Devoted  to  thy  nrluous  name ; 
Whllstthou,  bright  saint,  high  sit'st  in  glory. 
Next  her,  much  like  to  thee  m  story. 
That  fair  Syrian  shepherdess. 
Who,  after  years  of  barrenneu, 
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The  highly  favoured  Joseph  bore, 
To  him  tliat  served  for  her  before. 
And,  at  her  next  birth,  much  hke  thec^ 
Through  pangs  fled  to  felicity. 
Far  within   the  bosom   bright 
Of  blazing  Majesty^  and  Light : 
There  with  thee,  new  welcome  saint. 
Like  fortunes  may  her  soul  acquaint, 
With  thee  there  clad  in  radiant  sheen, 
No  marchioness,  but  now  a  queen. 
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SONG  ON  MAY  MORNING. 

Now  the  bright  morning-star,  day's  harbinger, 
Ck>me8  dancing  from  the  east,  and  leads  with  her 
The  flowery  May,  who  from  her  green  lap,  throws 
The  yellow  cowslip,  and  the  pale  primrose. 
Hail   bounteous  May,   that  dost  inspire 
Mirth,   and   youth,   and  warm   desire; 
Woods  and   groves   are   of  thy  dressing. 

Hill  and  dale  doth  boast   thy   blessing, 
Thus  we  salute   thee  with  our  early  song. 

And  welcome   thee,  and  wish  thee  long. 


MISCELLANIES. 


ANNO  JSTAHS  XIX. 

At  a  Vacation  Exercise  in  the  Colleox,  part 
Latin »  part  English.  The  Latin  spe^chei  endedt 
the  English  thus  began. 

Written  in  1627. 

rxAiL  natiye  language^  that,  by  sinews  weak. 
Didst  move  my  first  endeavouring  tongue  to  speak 
And  madest  imperfect  words,  with  childish  trips. 
Hair  unpronounced,  slide  through  my  infant-lips, 
Driving  dumb  silence  from  the  portal  door, 
^^'lle^c  lie  had  mutely  sat  two  years  before  : 
Here  1  salute  thee,  and  thy  pardon  ask. 
That  now  I  use  thee  in  my  latter  task  : 
Small  loss  it  is  that  thence  can  come  unto  thee, 
I  know  my  tongue  but  little  grace  can  do  thee, 
Tliou  need'st  not  be  ambitious  to  be  first, 
Believe  me  I  have  thither  pack'd  the  worst: 
And,    if  it    happen,   as    I    did    forecast, 
The  daintiest  dishes  shall  be  servM  up  last; 
I    pray   thee   then   deny   me   not  thy   aid. 
For  this  same  small  neglect,  that  I  have  made  : 
But  haste  thee  straight  to  do  me  once  a  pleasure. 
And,  from  thy  wardrobe,  bring  thy  chiefest  treasure ; 
Not  those  new-fangled  toys,  and  trimming  shght, 
Which  takes  our  late  fantastics  with  delight, 
But  ciJl  those  richest  robes,  and  gay'st  attire. 
Which  deepest  spirits,  and  choicest  wits  desire  : 
I  have  some  naked  thoughts,  that  rove  about, 
And  loudly  knock  to  have  their  passage  out ; 
And,  weary  of  their   place,  do  only  stay 
Till  thou  hast  deck'd  them  in  thy  best  array ; 
That  so  they  may,  without  suspect  or  fears, 
Fly  swiftly   to  this  fair  assembly's  ears; 
Yet  I  had   ratlier,  if  I  were  to  chnse. 
Thy  service  in  some  graver  subject  use ; 
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Such  as  may  make  thee  search  thy  coffers  round, 

Before  thou  clothe  my  fancy  in  fit  sound  : 

Such,  where  the  deep  transported  mind  may  soar 

Above  the  wheeling  poles,  and  at  Heaven's  door 

Look  in,  and  see  each  blissful  deity, 

How  he  before  the  thunderous  throne  doth  lie. 

Listening  to  what  unshorn  Apollo  sings. 

To  the  touch  of  golden  wires,  while  Hebe  brings 

Immortal  nectar  to  her  kingly  sire. 

Then,  passing  through  the  spheres  of  watchful  fire, 

And  misty  regions  of  wide  air  next  under. 

And  hills  of  snow,  and  lofts  of  pQed  thunder. 

May  tell,  at  length  how  green-eyed  Neptune  raves, 

In  Heaven's  defiance,  mustering  all  his  waves. 

Then  sin^  of  secret  things,  that  came  to  pass, 

When  beldam  Nature  in  her  cradle  was  ; 

And  last,  of  kings,  and  queens,  and  heroes  old. 

Such  as  the  wise  Demodocus  once  told, 

In  solemn  songs,  at  king  Alcinous'  feast. 

While  sad  Ulysses'  soul,  and  all  the  rest. 

Are  held,  with  his  melodious  harmony, 

In  willing  chains,  and  sweet  captivity. 

Hut  fie,  my  wandering  Muse,  how  thou  dost  stray ! 

Expectance  calls  thee  now  another  way, 

Thou  know'st  it  must  be  now  thy  only  bent 

To  keep  in  compass  of  thy  predicament : 

Then  quick  about  thy  purposed  business  come. 

That,  to  the  next,  I  may  resign  my  room. 


Then  Ens  is  represented  as  father  of  the  Predica 
ments,  his  two  sons,  whereof  the  eldest  stood  for 
Substance f  with  his  canons,  which  Ens,  thus  speak- 
ing, explains. 

Good  luck  befriend  thee,  son  ;  for  at  thy  birth, 
The  faery  ladies  danced  upon  the  hearth  ; 
Thy  drowsy  nurse  hath  sworn  she  did  them  spy. 
Come  tripping  to  the  room,  where  thou  didst  he. 
And  sweetly  sineing  round  about  thy  bed, 
Strew  all  their  blessings  on  thy  sleeping  head. 
She  heard  them  give  thee  this,  that  Uiou  shouldst  still. 
From  eyes  of  mortals,  walk  invisible  : 
Yet  there  is  something  that  doth  force  my  fear. 
For  once  it  was  my  dismal  hap  to  hear 
A  Sibyl  old,  bow-bent  with  crooked  age. 
That  mr  events  full  wisely  could  presage, 

20 
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And,  io  time's  long  and  dt>rk  prospective  glass^ 
Foresaw  what  future  days  shookl  bring  to  pass ; 

'*  Your  son/'  says  she,  '*  nor  can  you  it  prevent, 
Shall  subject  be  to  many  an  accident. 
0*er  all  his  brethren  he  shall  reign  a  king. 
Yet  every  one  shall  make  him  underling, 
And  those,  that  cannot  hve  from  him  aiunder. 
Ungratefully  shall  strive  to  keep  him  under ;  j 

In  worth  and  excellence  he  shall  out-go  them,  / 

Yet,  being  above  them,  he  shall  be  beu)w  them  ; 
From  others  he  shall  stand  in  need  of  nothing. 
Yet  on  his  brothers  shall  depend  for  clothing. 
To  find  a  ibe  it  shall  not  be  hb  hap, 
And  peace  shall  lull  him  in  her  Bowery  lap ; 
Yet  shall  he  live  in  strife,  and  at  his  door. 
Devouring  war  shall  never  cease  to  roar : 
Yea,  it  shall  be  his  natural  property 
To  harbour  those  that  are  at  enmity. 
What  power,  what  force,  what  mighty  spell,  if  not 
Your  learned  hands,  can  k>ose  this  Gordian  knot  V* 


The  ncxty  Quantity  and  Quality  sj)ake  in  prose  j 
then  Relation  was  called  by  the  same. 

Rivers,   arise  :  whether  thou   be  the  son 

Of  utmost  Tweed,  or  Oose,  or  gulfy  Dun, 

Or  Trent,  who,  like  some  earth-bom  giant,  spreads 

His  thirsty  arms,  along  the  indented  meads. 

Or  sullen  Mole,  that  runneth  underneath, 

Or  Severn  swift,  guilty  of  maiden's  death, 

Or  rocky  Avon,  or  of  sedgy  Lee, 

Or  coaly  Tine,  or  ancient  hallow'd  Dee ; 

Or  Humber  loud,  that  keeps  the  Scythian's  name ; 

Or  Medway  smooth,  or  royal-tower'd  Thame. 

[The  rest  was  prose,] 


AN  EPITAPH 

ON    THE    APMIRABLE    DRAMATIC    POET, 

W.  SHAKSPEARE.* 

What  needs  my  Shakspeare,  for  his  honour'd  bones. 
The  labour  of  an  age  in  piled  stones  ? 

♦This  Epitaph  is  dated  1630,  in  Mihon's  own  edition  of  his 
poeiui,  in  1073. 
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Or  that  his  hallo w'd  rehques  shoold  be  hid, 

Under  a  staF-y pointing  pyramid? 

Dear  son  of  memory,  great  heir  of  fame. 

What  need'st  thou  such  weak  witness  of  thy  name  ? 

Thouy  in  our  wonder  and  astonishment. 

Hast  built  thyself  a  live-long  monument. 

For  whilst,  to  the  shame  of  slow- endeavouring  art. 

Thy  easy  numbers  flow,  and  that  each  heart 

Hathy  from  the  leaves  of  thy  unvalued  book, 

Those  Delphic  Hues  with  deep  impression  took, 

Then  thou,  our  fancy  of  itself  bereaving, 

Dost  make  us  marble,  with  too  much  conceiving ; 

And  so  sepulchred  in  such  pomp  dost  lie, 

Ihat  kings  for  such  a  tomh  would  wish  to  die. 


ON  THE  UNIVERSITY  CARRIER, 

Who  sickened  at  the  time  of  hii  vacanqf,  being  forbid 
to  go  to  London,  by  reason  of  the  Plague* 

Here  lies  old  Hobson  ;  Death  hath  broke  his  girt, 

And  here,  alas,  hath  laid  him  in  the  dirt ; 

Or  else  the  ways  being  foul,  twenty  to  one, 

He*8  here  stuck  in  a  slough,  and  overthrown. 

Twas  such  a  shifter,  that  if  truth  were  known, 

Death  was  half  glad  when  he  had  got  him  down  ; 

For  he  had,  any  time  this  ten  years  full, 

Dodg'd  with  him,  betwixt  Cambridge  and  The  BuU.f 

And  surely  Death  could  never  have  prevail'd, 

Had  not  his  weekly  course  of  carriage  iail'd  ; 

But  lately  finding  him  so  long  at  home, 

And  thinking  now  his  journey's  end  was  come, 

And  that  he  had  ta'en  up  his  latest  inn. 

In  the  kind  office  of  a  chamberlain, 

Show'd  him  his  room,  where  he  must  lodge  that  night, 

Pull*d  off  his  boots,  and  took  away  the  light. 

If  any  ask   for   him,    it   shall   be   said, 

•*  Hohwn  has  supp'd,  and  's  newly  gone  to  bed." 


ANOTHER  ON  THE  SAME. 

Hrre  lieth  one,  who  did  most  truly  prove 
That  he  could  never  die  while  he  could  move  ; 

*  Hobsuii,  the   Cambridge  cacrier,   died  Jan.  1,  1630,  while 
tie  plague  was  in  London, 
f  In  Bishopsgate-street,  London. 
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So  hung  his  destiny,  never  to  rot, 
While  he  might  still  jog  on  and  keep  bk  trot ; 
Made  of  sphere-metal,  never  to  decay. 
Until   his  revolution  was  at  stay. 
Time  numbers  motion,  yet  without  a  crime 
'Gainst  old  truth  motion  numbered  out  his  time; 
And  like  an  engine  moved  with  wheel  and  weight, 
His  principles  being  ceased,  he  ended  straight. 
Rest,  that  gives  all  men  life,  gave  him  his  death, 
And  too  much  breathing  put  him  out  of  breath ; 
Nor   were   it   contradiction  to  affirm. 
Too  long  vacation  hasten'd  on  his  term. 
Merely  to  drive  the  time  away  he  sicken*d. 
Fainted,  and  died,  nor  would  with  ale  be  quicken'd ; 
•*  Nay,'*  quoth  he,  **on  his  swooning  bed  outstretch'd. 
If  I  mayn't  carry,  sure  I'll  ne'er  be  fetch'd; 
But  vow,  though  the  cross  doctors  all  stood  hearers, 
For  one  carrier  put  down  to  make  six  bearers." 
Ease  was  his  chief  disease,  and  to  judge  right. 
He  died  for  heaviness,  that  his  cart  went  light ; 
His  leisure  told  him,  that  his  time  was  come. 
And  lack  of  load  made  his  life  burdensome. 
That  e'n  to  his  last  breatli,  there  be  thai  say  it. 
As  he  were  prcss'd  to  deatli,]ie  cried,  **  More  weight ;" 
But  had  his  doings  lasted  as  they  were. 
He   had    been   an  immortal    carrier. 
Obedient  to  the  moon,  he  spent  his  date 
In    course   reciprocal,   and    had   his   fate 
Link'd  to  the  mutual  flowing  of  tlie  seas. 
Yet,  strange  to  think,  his  train  was  his  increase: 
His  letters   are   deUver'd    all,    and    gone, 
Only  remains    this   superscription. 
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OV    THE    VEW    FORCERS   OF   CONSCIENCE    UNDER   THE 

LONG  PARUAMENT. 

Because  YOU  have  tiirown  off  your  Prelate^Lord, 
And  with  stiff  vows,  renounced  his  Liturgy, 
To  seize  the  widow*d   whore  Plurality, 
From  them  whose  sin  ye  enfied,  not  abhorred, 

Dare  ve,  for  this,  adjure  the  civil   sword, 
To  iorce  our  consciences,  that  Christ  set  free  ; 
And  ride  us  with  a  classic  hierarchy. 
Taught  ye  by  mere  A.  S.*  and  Rutherford  ?t 

Men,  whose  life,  learning,  faith,  and  pure  intent. 
Would  have  been  held  in  high  esteem  with  Paul, 
Must  now  be  named  and  printed  Heretics, 

By  shallow  Edwards^  and  Scotch  what  d'ye  call  :|| 
But  we  do  hope  to  find  out  all  your  tncks. 
Your  plots  anu  packing,  worse  than  those  of  Trent ; 

That  so  the  Parhament 

May,  with  their  wholesome  and  preventive  shears, 

Clip  your  phylacteries,  though  balk  your  ears, 

And  succour  our  just  fears, 

When  they  shall  read  this  clearly  in  your  charge, 

New  Presbyter  is  but  Old  Priest,  writ  large. 

*  Adam  Steuart,  a  Divine  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

f  Samuel  Rutherford,  one  of  the  chief  Commissioners  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  and  Professor  of  Divinity  in  tlie  Univer- 
sity of  St.  Andrew's. 

I  Thomas  lulwards,  minister,  a  pamphleteering  opponent  of 
Milton. 

!}  Perhaps  Henderson,  or  Gillespie,  Scotch  diviues 
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THB  nfTH    pDB  OF   BCMUICB,   UB.    I 

What  riendflr  youth,  bedew'd  wtth  liqaid  odoon^ 
Courts  Ihee  on  roiet,  in  tome  pleasant  ca^re, 

Pynlia?    For  whom  bmd'st  thou 

In  wiaaths  thy  goUen  hair. 
Plain  in  thy  neatness  ?    O,  how  oft  shall  he 
On  faith  and  changed  gods  comphtin,  and  seas 

Rough  with  Uack  winds,  and  stonns 

Unwonted,  shall  admire! 
Who  now  enjoys  thee  credulous,  all  gold, 
Who,  always  vacant,  always  amiable, 

Hopes  thee,  of  flattenng  gales 

Unmindful.     Hapless  they,  [vow'd 

To  whom  Uiou,  untried,  seem'st  fkir.  Me,  in  my 
Picture,  the  sacred  wall  declares  to  have  hung 

My  dank   and   dropping  weeds, 

To  the  stem  god  of  sea. 

FROM    JEQFFREY    OF    MONMOUTH.* 

Brutus   thus  addresses  Diana  in  the  antntry 

of  Lboobcia. 

Goddess  of  shades,  and  huntress,  who  at  will 
Walk'st  on  the  rolling  spheres,  and  through  the  deep; 
On  thy  third  reign,  the  earth,  look  now,  and  tell 
What  land,  what  seat  of  rest,  thou  bidst  me  seek. 
What  certain  seat,  where  I  may  worship  thee 
For  aye,  with  temples  vow*d  and  virgin  quires. 

To  whom,  sleeping  before  the  altar ^  Diava  answers 
in  a  vision  the  same  night. 

Brutus,  far  to  the  west,  in  th  ocean  wide, 
Beyond  the  realm  of  Gaul,  a  land  there  lies. 
Seagirt  it  lies,  where  giants  dwelt  of  old  ; 

•Hitf,  Brit.  i.  zi.     <•  Diva  potent  Banofimi,"  fto. 
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Now  void,  it  tits  tliy  people :  thither  bend 

Thy  course ;  there  shalt  thou  find  a  lusting  seat ; 

Tliere  to  thy  sons  another  Troy  shall  rise, 

And  kings  be  born  of  thee,  whose  dreadful  might 

Shall  awe  the  world,  and  conquer  nations  bold. 


FROM  DANTE. 


Ah,  Constantine,  of  how  much  ill  was  cause. 
Not  tliy  conversion,  but  those  rich  domains 
That  the  first  wealthy  pope  received  of  thee. 


FROM  DANTE. 


FouNDBD  in  chaste  and  humble  poverty, 
'Gainst  them  that  rais'd  thee  dost  thou  lift  thy  honi, 
Impudent  whore,  where  hast  thou  plac'd  thy  nope  ? 
In  thy  adulterers,  or  thy  ill-got  wealth  ? 
Another  Constantine  comes  not  in  haste. 


FROM  ARI08TO. 

Then  pass'd  he  to  a  flowery  mountain  green. 

Which  once  smelt  sweet,  now  stinks  as  odiously  : 

This  was  the  gift,  if  you  the  truth  will  have,  I 

That  Constantine  to  good  Sylvester  gave. 

FROM  HORACE. 

Whom  do  we  count  a  good  man  ?    Whom  but  he 
Who  keeps  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  senate, 
Who  judges  in  great  suits  and  controversies. 
Whose  witness  and  opinion  wins  the  cause  ? 
But  his  own  house,  and  the  whole  neighbourhood, 
Sees  his  foul  inside  through  his  whited  skin. 

FROM  EURIPIDES. 

This  is  true  hberty,  when  freeborn  men, 
Having  t'  advise  the  pubhc,  may  speak  free  ; 
Which  he  who  can,  and  will,  deserves  high  praise . 
Who  neither  can,  nor  will,  may  hold  his  peace  ; 
What  can  be  juster  in  a  state  than  this  ? 

FROM  HORACE. 


-Laughing,  to  teach  the  truth. 


What  hinders  ?     As  some  teachers  give  to  boys 
Junkete  and  knacks,  that  they  may  learn  apace 


FROM  HORACE, 


Joking  decides  great  things. 


Stronger  and  better  oft  than  earnest  can^ 
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raOM  SOPHOCLES. 


Tis  you  that  say  it,  not  I.     You  do  the  deeds^ 
And  your  ungodly  deeds  find  me  the  words 


FROM  SRNECA. 

-There  can  be  siain 


No  sacrifice  to  Grod  more  acceptable, 
Than  an  unjust  and  wicked  king. 

PSALM  I. 
Dtmeinverse^  1653 

Blessed  is  the  man  who  hath  not  walked  astray 
In  counsel  of  the  wicked,  and  in  the  way 
Of  sinners  hath  not  stood,  and  in  the  seat 
Of  scorners  hath  not  sat.     But  in  the  great 
Jehovah's  law   is   ever  his   deliglit, 
And  in  his  law  he  studies  day  and  night. 
He  shall  be  as  a  tree  which  planted  grows 
By  watery  streams,  and  in  his  season  knows   - 
To  yield  his  fruit,  and  his  leaf  shall  not  fall, 
And  what  he  takes  in  hand  shall  prosper  all. 
Not  so  the  wicked,  but  as  chaff  which  fann'd 
The  wind  drives,  so  the  wicked  shall  not  stand 
In  judgment,   or   abide    their  trial   then. 
Nor  sinners  iu  the  assembly  of  just  men. 
For  the  Loid  knows  th'  upright  way  of  the  just 
And  the  way  of  bad  men  to  ruin  must. 

PSALM   II. 

Done  Auc;.  8,  1(553.     Terzetti. 

Why  do  the  Gentiles  tumult,  and  the  Nations 
Muse  a  vain  thing,  the  kings  oi  the  earth  upstand 
With  power,  and  princes  in  their  cong:regations 

Lay  deep  their  plots  together  throu^fh  each  land 
Against  the   Lord    and    his    Messiah    dear  ? 
l^t  us  break  off,  say  they,  by  strength  of  hand 

Their  bonds,  and  cast  from  us,  no  more  to  wear, 
Their  twisted  cords :  He  who  in  Heaven  doth  dwell 
Shall  laugh,  the  Lord  shall  scoff  them,  then  severe 

Speak  to  them  in  his  wrath,  and  in  his  fell 
And  fierce  ire  trouble  them  ;  but  I,  saith  he, 
Anointed  have  my  King  (though  ye  rebel) 

On   Sion   my  holy   hilL     A  firm   decree 
1  will  declare ;   The  Lord  to  me  hath  said 
Thou  art  my  Son,  I  have  begotten  thee 


/ 


TRANSLATION*.  4.57 

This  day  ;  ask  of  me,  and  the  grant  is  made ; 
As  thy   possession   I  on  thee  bestow 
The  Heathen,  and,  as  thy  conquest  to  be  sway'd 

Earth's  utmost  bounds :  them  shalt  thou  bring  full 
With  iron  sceptre  bruis'd,  and  them  disperse  [low 
Like  to  a  potter's  vessel  shiver'd  so. 

And  now  be  wise  at  length  ye  kings  averse, 
Be  taught  ye  judges  of  the  earth  ;  with  fear 
Jehovah  serve,  and  let  your  joy  converse 

With  trembling ;  kiss  the  Son  lest  he  appear 
In  anger  and  ye  perish  in  the  way. 
If  once  his  wrath  take  fire  like  fuel  sere. 

Happy  all  those  who  have  him  in  their  stay. 

PSALM   III.     Aug.  9,  1653. 
When  hefedfiom  Absalom. 

Lord,  how  many  are  my  foes ! 
How  many  those 
That  in  arms  against  me  rise  ! 
.    Many  are  they 
That  of  my  Ufe  distrustfully  thus  say, 
No  help  for  him  in  Groa  there  lies. 
But  thou  Lord  art  my  shield,  my  glory. 
Thee  through  my  story, 
Th'  exalter  of  my  head  I  count ; 
Aloud  I  cried 
Unto  Jehovah,  he  full  soon  replied 
And  heard  me  from  his  holy  mount. 
I  lay  and  slept,  I  wak'd  again. 
For  my  sustain 
Was  the  Lord.    Of  many  millions 
The  populous  rout 
I  fear  not,  though  encamping  round  about 
They  pitch  against  me  their  pavilions. 
Rise,  Lord,  save  me  my  God,  for  thou 
Hast  smote  ere  now 
On  the  cheek-bone  all  my  foes. 
Of  men  abhorr'd 
Hast  broke  the  teeth.  This  help  was  from  the  Lord ; 
Thy  blessing  on  thy  people  flows. 

PSALM  IV.     Auo.  10,  1663 

Answer  me  when  I  call, 
God  of  my  righteousness. 
In  straits  and  in  distress. 
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Thou  didst  me  disenthrall 
And  set  at  large ;  now  spare. 

Now  pity  me,  and  hear  my  earnest  prayer. 
Great  ones  how  long  will  ye 
My  glory  have  in  scorn^ 
How  long  be  thus  forlioin 
Still  to  love   vanity, 
To  love,  to  seek,  to  prize 

Things  false  and  vain,  and  nothing  else  bat  lies  I 
Yet  know  the  Lord  hath  chose. 
Chose  to   himself  apart, 
The  good  and  meek  of  heart 
(For  whom  to  choose  he  knows) 
Jehovah   from  on  high 

Will  hear  my  voice,  what  time  to  him  I  cry 
Be  aw'd,  and  do  not  sin, 

Speak  to  your  hearts  alone, 

Upon  your  beds,  each  one, 

And  be  at  peace  within. 

Offer  the  offerings  just 

Of  righteousness,  and  in  Jehovah  trust. 

Many  there  be  that  say 

Who  yet  will  show  us  good  ? 

Talking  like  this  world's  brood ; 

But,  Lord,  thus  let  me  pray, 

On  us  lift  up   the  light. 

Lift  up  the  favour  of  thy  countenance  bright. 

Into  my  heart  more  joy 

And  gladness  thou  hast  put. 

Than  when  a  year  of  glut 

Their  stores  doth  overcloy, 

And  from  their  plenteous  grounds 

With  vast  increase  their  corn  and  wine  abounds. 

In    peace  at   once  will  I 

Both  lay  me  down  and  sleep. 

For  thou  alone  dost  keep 

Me  safe  where'er  I  lie  ; 

As  in  a  rocky  cell 

Thou  Lord  alone  in  safety  mak'st  me  dwell. 

PSALM  V.  Aug.  12,  1653. 

Jehovah  to  my  words  give  ear. 
My  meditation  weigh. 
The  voice  of  my  complaining  hear. 
My  King  and  God  ;  for  unto  thee  I  pray. 
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Jehovah   thou   my  early  voice 
Shalt  in   the  morning  hear^ 
r  the  morning  I  to  thee  with  choice 
Will  rank  my  prayers,  and  watch  till  thou  appoar, 
For  thou  art  not  a  God  that  takes 

In  wickedness  delight, 
Evil  with  thee  no  biding  makes. 
Fools  or  mad  men  stand  not  within  thy  sight. 
All  workers  of  iniquity 

Tliou  hat'st ;  and  them  unblest 
Thou  wilt  destroy  that  speak  a  lie ; 
The  bloody  and  guileful  man  God  doth  detest. 
But  I  will  in  thy  mercies  dear 
Thy  numerous  mercies  go 
Into  thy  house ;  I  in  thy  fear 
Will  towards  thy  holy  temple  worship  low. 
Lord,  lead  me  in  thy  righteousness, 

Lead  me  because  of  those 
That  do  observe  if  I  transgress. 
Set  thy  ways  right  before,  where  my  step  goes. 
For  in  his  faltering  mouth  unstable 

No  word  is  firm  or  sooth ; 
Their  inside,  troubles  miserable ;     [smooth. 
An  open  grave  their  throat,  their  tongue  they 
God,  find  them  guilty,  let  them  fall 

By  their  own  counsels  quell*d ; 
Push  them  in  their  rebellions  all 
Still  on  ;  for  against  thee  they  have  rebell'd. 
Then  all  who  trust  in  thee  shall  bnng 

Their  joy,  while  thou  from  blame 
Defend*st  them,  they  shall  ever  sing 
And  shall  triumph  in  thee,  who  love  thy  name. 
For  thou  Jehovah  wilt  be  found 

To  bless  the  just  man  still. 
As  with  a  shield  thou  wilt  surround 
Hhn  with  thy  lasting  favour  and  good  will. 

PSALM  VL     Aug.  13,  1653. 

Lord,  in  thine  anger  do  not  reprehend  me. 
Nor  in  thy  hot  displeasure  me  correct ; 
Pity  me.  Lord,  for  I  am  much  deject. 
And  very  weak  and  faint ;  heal  and  amend  me : 
For  all  my  bones,  that  even  with  anguish  ake. 
Are  troubled,  yea  my  soul  is  troubled  sore, 
.     And  thou,  O  Lord,  how  long?  Turn  Lord,  restore 
My  soul,  O  save  me  for  thy  goodness'  sake  : 
Per  «n  death  no  remembrance  is  of  thee  ; 
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Who  in  the  grave  can  celebrate  thy  praise  ? 
Wearied  I  am  with  sighing  out  my  oays, 

Nightly  my  couch  I  make  a  kind  of  sea ; 

My  bed  I  water  with  my  tears ;  mine  eye 
Through  grief  consumes,  is  waxen  old  and  dark 
r  the  midst  of  all  mine  enemies  that  mark. 

Depart  all  ye  that  work  iniquity. 

Depart  from  me,  for  the  voice  of  my  weeping 
The  Lord  hath  heard,  the  Lord  hath  heard  my 
My  supplication  with  acceptance  fair     [prayer. 

The  Lord  will  own,  and  have  me  in  his  keeping. 

Mine  enemies  shall  all  be  blank  and  dashM 

With  much  confusion ;  then  grown  red  whh  shame, 
They  shall  return  in  haste  the  way  they  came, 

And  in  a  moment  shall  be  quite  abash'd. 

PSALM  VIL  Aug.  14,  1653. 

Upon  the  words  of  Chush  the  Benjamite  af^auui  km. 

Lord  my  God,  to  thee  I  fly. 
Save  me  and  secure  me  under 
Thy  protection  while  I  cry ; 
Lest  as  a  lion  (and  no  wonder) 
He  haste  to  tear  my  soul  asunder 
Tearing  and  no  rescue  nigh. 

Lord  my  God ,  if  I  have  thought 
Or  done  this,  if  wickedness 
Be  in  my  hands,  if  I  have  wrought 
111  to  him  that  meant  rae  peace. 
Or  to  him  have  rendered  less, 
Ar     not  freed  my  foe  for  nought ; 

Let  the  enemy  pursue  my  soul 
And  overtake  it,  let  him  tread 
My  life  down  to  the  earth,  and  roU 
In  tlie  dust  my  glory  dead. 
In  the  dust  and  there  out-spread 
Lodge  it  with  dishonour  foul. 

Rise  Jehovah  in  thine  ire, 

Rouse  thyself  amidst  the  rage 

Of  my  foes  that  urge  like  fire  ; 

And  wake  for  me,  their  fury  'asswage ; 

Judgment  here  thou  didst  engage 

And  command  which  I  desire. 
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So  the  assemblies  of  each  nation 
Will  surround  thee,  seeking  right. 
Thence  to  thy  glorious  habitation 
Return  on  high  and  in  their  sight. 
Jehovah  judgeth  most  upright 
All  people  from  the  world's  foundatioii. 

Judge  me.  Lord,  be  judge  in  this 
According  to  my  righteousness. 
And  the  innocence   which   is 
Upon  me :  cause  at  length  to  cease 
Of  evil  men  the  wickedness 
And  their  power  that  do  amiss. 

But  the  just  establish  fast, 
Since  thou  art  the  just  Grod  that  tries 
Hearts  and  reins.     On  God  is  cast 
My   defence,   and    in  him  lies. 
In  him  who,  both  just  and  wise. 
Saves  the  upright  of  heart  at  lasl« 

God  is  a  just  judge  and  severe. 

And  God  is  every  day  offended ; 

If  the  unjust  will  not  forbear, 

His  sword  he  whets,  his  bow  hath  bended 

Already,  and  for  him  intended 

The  tools  of  death,  that  wait  him  near. 

His  arrows  purposely  made  he 
For  them  that  persecute.     Behold, 
He   travels   big   with    vanity, 
Trouble  he  hath  conceiv'd  of  old. 
As  in  a  womb,  and  from  that  mould 
Hath  at  length  brought  forth  a  lie. 

He  digg'd  a  pit,  and  delv*d  it  deep. 

And  fell  into  the  pit  he  made  ; 

His  mischief  that  due  course  doth  keep. 

Turns  on  his  head,  and  his  ill  trade 

Of  violence  will  undelay'd 

Fall  on  his  crown  with  ruin  steep. 

V  en  will  1  Jehovah's  praise 
According  to  his  justice  raise. 
And  sing  the  Name  and  Deity 
or  Jehovah   the  Most  High. 
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-  .    .  .      ti    ■ 
PSALM  VHL  Am.  14,  !«». 

O  Jebovah  our  Lord,  how  waBdeiouft|n«al , 
And  glorious  is  thy  Name  through  aO  tht  evth! 

So  as  above  the  HeaTens  thy  praise  to  set         * 
Out  of  the  tender  mouths  of  latest  birth. 

Out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  suckfings  Ada 
Hast  founded  strength,  because  of  aU  thyfiwiy  ■, 

To  stint  the  enemy,  and  slack  the  aTenger's  .brow, 
That  bends  his  rage  thy  prpTidenoeto  oppQf^ 

When  I  behold  thy  Heii^tens,  thy  fingerli  airt;' 
The  moon  and  stars  which  thou  so  brij^  h«it's«l 

In  the  pure  firmament,  then  saith  my  haarl^,  • 
O  what  b  mkA  that  tbcm  rememberest  yet. 

And  think'st  upon  Urn ;  or  of  man  begot, 
That  him  thou  viait'st,  and  of  him  art  fiMnd  %    i 

Scarce  to  be  less  than  Gods,  thou  madeit  his  lot. 
With  honour  and  with  state  thou  hast  him  crown'd. 

0*er  the  works  of  thy  hand  thou  madest  hfan  Lord, 
Thou  hast  put  all  und^r  his  lordly  leet,     .  .  ft  *: 

All  flocks,  and  henU^  by  thy  commanding  swoid. 
All  beasts  that  in  the  field  or  finrest  meet ; 

Fowls  of  the  Heavens,  and  fish  that  through  the  wet 
Sea-paths  in  shoals  do  slide,  and  know  no  dearth 

0  Jehovah  our  Lord,  how  wonderous  great 

And  glorious  is  thy  Name  through  all  the  earth  ! 

April,  1648.  J.  M. 

Nine  of  the  Psalms  done  into  metre,  wherein  ali,  but 
what  is  within  inverted  commas ^  are  the  very  words 
of  the  text,  traic.'atnl  from  the  originaL 

PSALM  LXXX. 

1  Thou  Shepherd,  that  dost  Israel  *  keep/ 

Give  ear  *  in  time  of  need,' 
Who  leadest  like  a  flock  of  sheep 
*  Thy  loved'  Joseph's  seed, 

That-sitest  between  the  Cherubs  '  bright. 

Between  their  wings  outspread/ 
Shine  forth,  '  and  from  thy  cloud  give  light. 

And  on  our  foes  thy  dread/ 
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2  In  Ephraim's  view  and  Benjamin's, 

And  in  Manasse's  sight, 
Awake  thy  strength,  come,  and  '  be  seen 
To'  save  us  *  by  thy  might.' 

3  Turn  us  again,  '  thy  grace  divine 

To  us,'  O  God, '  vouchsafe ;' 
Cause  thou  thy  face  on  us  to  shine. 
And  then  we  shall  be  safe. 

4  Lord  God  of  Hosts,  how  long  wilt  thou. 

How  long  wilt  thou  declare 
Thy  smoking  wrath,  '  and  angry  brow' 
Agamst  thy  people's  prayer ! 

5  Thou  feed'st  them  with  the  bread  of  tears, 

Their  bread  with  tears  they  eat, 
And  mak'st  them  largely  drink  the  tears 

*  Wherewith  their  cheeks  are  wet.' 

6  A  strife  thou  makest  us  *  and  a  prey* 

To   every  neighbour  foe, 
Among  themselves  they  laugh,  they  play. 
And  flouts  at  us  they  throw. 

7  Return  us,  *  and  thy  grace  divine,' 

O  God  of  Hosts,  *  vouchsafe,' 
Cause  thou  thy  face  on  us  to  shine, 
And  then  we  shall  be  safe. 

8  A  vine  from  Egypt  thou  hast  brought, 

*  Thy  free  love  made  it  thine,' 

And  drov'st  out  nations, '  proud  and  haught,* 
To  plant  this  *  lovely'  vine. 

9  Thou  didst  prepare  for  it  a  place. 

And  root  it  deep  and  fast, 
That  it  'began  to  grow  apace, 
And'  flird  the  land  'at  last.' 

10  With  her  *  green'  shade  that  cover'd  *  all,' 

The  hills  were  *  overspread,' 
Her  boughs  as  *  liigh  as'  cedars  tall 
'  Advanced  their  lofty  head.' 

1 1  Her  branches  *  on  the  western  sid**' 

Down  to  the  sea  she  sent. 
And  *  upward'  to  that  river  *wide' 
Her  other  branches  '  went.' 
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1 2  Why  hast  thou  laid  her  hedges  low. 

And  broken  down  her  fence^ 
That  all  may  pluck  her,  as  they  go, 

*  With  rudest  violence  V 

1 3  The  *  tusked'  boar  out  of  the  wood 

Up  turns  it  by  the  roots, 
Wild  beasts  tliere  browse,  and  make  their  food 

*  Her  grapes  and  tender  shoots.' 

14  Return  now,  God  of  Hosts,  look  down 

From  Heaven,  thy  seat  divine. 
Behold  'us,  but  without  a  ftown/ 
And  visit  this  *  thy '  vine. 

15  Visit  this  vine,  which  thy  right  hand 

Hath  set,  and  planted  *  long,* 
And  the  young  branch,  that  for  thyself 
Thou  hast  made  lirm  and  strong. 

16  But  now  it  is  consumed  with  fire. 

And  cut '  with  axes  '  down  ; 
rhey  perish  at  thy  dreadful  ire, 
At  thy  rebuke  and  frown. 

1 7  Upon  the  man  of  thy  right  hand 

Let  thy  '  good  *  hand  be  '  laid' 
Upon  the  son  of  man,  whom  thou 
Strong  for  thyself  hast  made. 

18  So  shall  we  not  go  back  from  thee 

*  To  ways  of  sin  and  shame/ 
Quicken  us  thou,  then  *  gladly'  we 

Shall  call  upon  thy  Name. 

19  Return  us,  *and  thy  grace  divine,' 

Lord  God  of  Hosts,  *  vouchsafe ;' 
Cause  thou  thy  face  on  us  to  shine. 
And  then  we  shall  be  safe. 

PSALM  LXXXl. 

1  To  God  our  strength  sing  loud,  '  and  clear,' 

Sing  loud  to  God  '  our  King,' 
To  Jacob's  God,  *that  all  may  hear,* 
Loud  acclamations  ring. 

2  Prepare  a  hymn,  prepare  a  song, 

The  timbrel  hither  bring, 
The  *  cheerful '  psaltery  bring  along, 
And  hai  j)  '  with  *  pleasant  *  string.* 


3  Blow,  '  u  ii  wont,'  in  the  new  moon 

With  trumpets'  '  lofty  sound,' 

The  eppointea  time,  the  day  whereon 

Our  Bolemo  feast '  comet  round.' 

4  This  was  tt  statute  '  given  of  old ' 

For  Israel  '  to  observe,' 
A  law  of  Jacob's  God,  '  to  hold. 

From  whence  they  might  not  swerve ' 

6  This  he  a  testimony  ardain'd 
In  Joseph,  '  not  to  change,' 
When  as  he  pass'd  through  Egypt  land, 
llie  ton^e  1  heard  was  strange. 

6  From  burden,  and  from  '  slavish  toil,' 

I  set  bis  shoulder  free : 
His  hands  from  pots,  '  and  miiy  soil,' 
Deliver'd  were  '  by  me.' 

7  When  trouble  did  thee  sore  assail, 

'  On  me  then  '  didst  thou  oall. 
And  1  to  free  thee, '  did  not  fail. 
And  led  thee  out  of  thiall.' 

I  answer'd  thee  in  thunder  deep, 
With  clouds  encompass'd  round  j 
tried  thee  at  the  water '  steep ' 
Of  Heriba '  renown'd.' 

8  Hear,  O  my  people,  'hearken  wdl,' 

I  testify  to  thee, 
'  llioa  ancient  stock  of  Israel, 
if  thou  wilt  list  to  me, 

9  Throughout  the  land  of  thy  abode 

No  alien  God  shall  be, 
Nurshalt  ihou  to  a  foreign  God 
In  honour  bend  thy  knee. 

to  1  am  the  Lord  thy  God  which  brought 
Thee  out  of  Egypt  land 
Ask  large«nough|  and  1,    besought,' 
Will  grant  thy  luij  demand. 

1 1    And  yet  my  people  wonld  not '  hear 
Nor'  hearken  to  my  voice ; 
And  Israel, '  whom  I  lov'd  so  dear,' 
Mialik'd  me  for  his  choice. 
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12  Then  did  I  leave  them  to  their  wiUt 

And  to  their  wandering;  mind ; 
Their  own  conceits  they  followed  still. 
Their  own  devices  btind. 

13  Of  that  my  people  would  *  be  wtse. 

To  '  serve  me  ^  all  their  days  1' 
And  O  that  Israel  would  '  advise 
To  *  walk  my  '  righteous'  ways. 

14  Then  would  I  soon  bring  down  their  ibes^ 

*That  now  so  proudly  rise/ 
And  turn  my  hand  against '  all  those, 
'  That  are  *  their  enemies. 

15  Who  hate  the  Lord  should  '  then  be  fiun 

To'  bow  to  him  and  bend ; 
But '  they,  his  people,  should  remain/ 
Their  time  should  have  no  end. 

1 6  And  he  would  feed  them  '  firom  the  shock' 

With  flower  of  finest  wheat, 
And  satisfy  tliem  from  the  rock 
With  honey  *  for  their  meaU' 

PSALM  LXXXII. 

1  God  in  the  great  assembly  stands 
'  Of  kings  and  lordly  states,' 
Among  the  Gods,  on  both  his  hands. 
He  judges  and  debates. 

2  How  long  will  ye  pervert  the  right 

With  judgment  false  and  wrong. 
Favouring  the  wicked  *  by  your  might. 
Who  thence  grow  bold  and  strong?* 

3  Regard  the  weak  and  fatherless, 

Dispatch  the  poor  man's  cause. 
And  raise  the  man  in  deep  distress 
By  just  and  equal  laws. 

4  Defend  the  poor  and  desolate, 

And  rescue  from  the  hands 
Of  wicked  men  the  low  estate 
Of  him  '  that  help  demands. 

5  They  know  not,  nor  will  undei^taod. 

In  darkness  they  walk  on, 
The  earth's  foundations  all  are  JttOvM 
And  out  of  order  gone. 
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6  I  said  that  ye  were  gods,  yea  all 

The  sons  of  God  Most  High; 

7  But  ye  shall  die  like  men,  and  fall 

As  other  princes  *  die/ 

8  Rise  God,  judge  thou  the  earth  '  m  might/ 

This  *  wick^'  earth  redress, 
For  thou  art  he  who  shall  by  right 
The  nations  all  possess. 

PSALM   LXXXIII. 

1  Be  not  thou  silent '  now  at  length, 

O  God,  hold  not  thy  peace' 
Sit  thou  not  still,  O  God  of  *  strength^ 
We  cry  and  do  not  cease/ 

2  For  lo  thy  '  furious'  foes  ^  now'  swell, 

And  storm  outrageously, 
And  they  that  hate  thee  '  proud  and  fell' 
Exalt  tiieir  heads  ftill  high. 

3  Against  thy  people  they  contrive 

Their  plots  and  counsels  deep. 
Them  to  ensnare  they  chiefly  strire. 
Whom  thod  dost  hide  and  keep. 

4  Come  let  us  cut  them  off,  say  they. 

Till  they  no  nation  be. 
That  Israel's  name  for  ever  may 
Be  lost  in  memory. 

5  For  they  consult  with  all  their  might. 

And  all  as  one  in  mind 
Themselves  against  thee  they  unite. 
And  in  firm  union  bind. 

6  The  tents  of  Edom,  and  the  brood 

Of  *  scornful'  Ishmael, 
Moab,  with  them  of  Hagar's  blood, 

*  That  in  the  desert  dwell,* 

7  Gebal  and  Ammon  '  there  conspire,' 

And  '  hateful*  Amalec, 
The  Philistines,  and  they  of  Tyre, 

*  Whose  bounds  the  sea  doth  check/ 

8  With  them  *  great*  Ashur  aJso  bands 

'  And  doth  confirm  the  knot : 

All  these  have  lent  their  armed  handa' 

To  aid  the  sons  of  Lot. 

2  n  2 
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9  Do  to  them  as  to  Midian  '  bold,* 

That  wasted  all  the  coast, 
To  Sisera,  and,  as  *  is  told 
Thou  didst*  to  Jabin's  *  host/ 

<  When  at  the  brook  of  Kishon  *  M. 
They  were  repulsed  and  slain,' 

10  At  Endor  quite  cut  off,  and  roird 

As  dung  upon  the  plain. 

1 1  As  Zeb  and  Oreb  evil  sped, 

So  let  their  princes  speed, 
As  Zeba,  and  Zalmunna  '  bled/ 
So  let  their  princes  *  bleed.' 

12  '  For  they  amidst  their  pride'  have  said, 

By  right  now  shall  we  seize 
Grod  s  houses,  and  *  will  now  invade' 
Their  stately  palaces. 

1 3  My  Grod,  oh  make  them  as  a  wheel, 

*  No  quiet  let  them  find ;' 
Giddy  and  *  restless'  let  *  them  reel' 

Like  stubble  from  the  wind. 

14  As  '  when'  an  *  aged'  wood  takes  fire 

*  Which  on  a  sudden  strays,' 

The  '  greedy'  flame  runs  higher  and  higher 
Till  all  the  mountains  blaze, 

15  So  with  thy  whirlwind  them  pursue, 

And  with  thy  tempest  chase  : 

16  And  till  they  yield  thee  honour  due. 

Lord,  fill  with  shame  their  face. 

17  Ashamed,  and  troubled  let  them  be. 

Troubled,  and  shamed  for  ever, 
Ever  confounded,  and  so  die 

With  shame,  *  and'  scape  it  never. 

18  Then  shall  they  know,  that  Thou,  whose  name 

Jehovah  is  alone, 
Art  the  Most  High,  '  and  Thou  the  same' 
O'er  all  the  earth  *  art  One.' 

PSALM    LXXXIV. 

I  How  lovely  are  thy  dwellings  fair  I 
O  Lord  of  Hosts,  how  dear 
The  *  p'easant'  tabernacles  are, 
'Where  tlion  do>t  dwell  so  near!* 
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2  My  soul  doth  long  and  almost  die 

Thy  courts  O  Lord  to  see, 
My  heart  and  flesh  aloud  do  cry, 
O  living  God,  for  thee.  I 

3  There  even  the  sparrow  *  freed  from  wrong* 

Hath  found  a  house  of  '  rest ;' 
The  swallow  there,  to  lay  her  young 
Hath  built  her  *  brooding'  nest, 

Even  by  thy  altars,  Lord  of  Hosts, 

*  They  find  their  safe  abode, 
And  home  they  fly  from  round  the  coasts 

Toward  thee,'  my  King,  my  God.  \ 

4  Happy,  who  in  thy  house  reside. 

Where  thee  they  ever  praise, 

5  Happy,  whose  strength  in  thee  doth  bide, 

And  in  their  hearts  thy  ways. 

6  They  pass  through  Baca's  *  thirsty*  vale, 

*  That  dry  and  barren  ground,' 
As  through  a  fruitful  watery  dale. 

Where  springs  aqd  showers  abound. 

7  They  journey  on  from  strength  to  strength 

'  With  joy  and  gladsome  cheer. 
Till'  all  before  *  our*  God  *  at  length' 
In  Zion  do  appear. 

8  Lord  God  of  Hosts  hear  ^  now*  my  prayer, 

O  Jacob's  Grod  give  ear, 

9  Thou  God  our  shield  look  on  the  face 

Of  thy  anointed  *  dear.' 

10  For  one  day  in  thy  courts  *  to  be' 

Is  better,  *  and  more  blest/ 
Than  *  in  the  joys  of  vanity' 
A  thousand  days  '  at  best.* 

I  in  the  temple  of  my  God, 

Had  rather  keep  a  door. 
Than  dwell  in  tents,  '  and  rich  abode,' 

With  sin  *  for  evermore.' 

1 1  For  God  the  Lord  both  sun  and  shield 

Gives  grace  and  glory  *  bright, 
No  good  from  them  shall  be  withheld 
Whose  ways  are  just  and  right. 
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12  Lord  '  God'  of  HosU  '  that  reign'st  on  high/ 
That  man  is  *  truly*  blest. 
Who  *  only'  on  thee  doth  rely, 
And  in  thee  only  rest. 

PSALM  LXXXV. 

1  Thy  land  to  favour  graciously 

Thou  hast  not  Lord  been  slack. 
Thou  hast  from  hard  captivity 
Returned  Jacob  back. 

2  The  iniquity  thou  didst  forgive 

*  That  wrought*  thy  people  woe, 
And  all  their  sm,  '  that  did  thee  grieve/ 

Hast  hid  *  where  none  shall  know/ 

3  Thine  anger  all  thou  hadst  removed, 

And  '  calmly'  didst  return 
From  thy  fierce  wrath  which  we  had  proved 
Far  worse  than  fire  to  bum. 

4  Grod  of  our  saving  health  and  peace, 

Turn  us,  and  us  restore. 
Thine  indignation  cause  to  cease 
Towards  us,  *  and  chide  no  more.' 

5  Wilt  thou  be  angry  without  end, 

For  ever  angry  thus, 
Wilt  thou  thy  frowning  ire  extend 
From  age  to  age  on  us  ? 

6  Wilt  thou  not  turn,  and  *  hear  our  voice/ 

And  us  again  revive, 
That  so  thy  people  may  rejoice 
By  thee  preserved  alive. 

7  Cause  us  to  see  thy  goodness,  Lord, 

To  us  thy  mercy  shew, 
Thy  saving  health  to  us  afford, 

*  And  life  in  us  renew.* 

8  *  And  now  what  God  the  Lord  will  speak* 

I  will  *  go  straight  and*  hear, 

For  to  his  people  he  speaks  peace, 

And  to  his  saints  *  full  dear  / 

To  his  dear  saints  he  will  speak  peace. 

But  let  tliem  never  more 
Return  to  folly,  *  but  surcease 

To  trespass  as  before.' 
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9  Sorely  to  such  as  do  him  fear 
Salvation  is  at  hand. 
And  glory  shall '  ere  long  appear 
To'  dwell  within  our  land. 

10  Mercy  and  Truth  *  that  long  were  miss'd,* 

Now  *  joyfully'  are  met, 
'  Sweet'  reace  and  Righteousness  have  kiss'd, 
'  And  hand  in  hand  are  set. 

1 1  Truth  from  the  earth,  *  like  to  a  flower, 

Shall  bud  and  blossom  *  then/ 
And  Justice  from  her  heavenly  bower 
Look  down  *  on  mortal  men.' 

12  The  Lord  will  also  then  bestow 

Whatever  thing  is  good. 
Our  land  shall  forth  in  plenty  throw 
Her  fruits  '  to  be  our  food.' 

1 3  Before  him  Righteousness  shall  go 

*  His  royal  habinger,* 
Then  will  he  come,  and  not  be  slow, 
His  footsteps  cannot  err. 

PSALM  LXXXVL 

1  Tht  '  gracious'  ear,  O  Lord,  inclme, 

0  hear  me  *  I  thee  pray ;' 
For  I  am  poor,  and  almost  pine 

With  need,  *  and  sad  decay.' 

2  Preserve  my  soul,  for  I  have  trod 

Thy  ways,  and  love  the  just, 
Save  thou  thy  servant,  O  my  God, 
Who  *  still '  in  thee  doth  trust. 

3  Pity  me.  Lord,  for  daily  thee 

4  I  call ;  O  make  rejoice 

Thy  servant's  soul ;  for  Lord  to  thee 

1  lift  my  soul  *  and  voice.' 

5  For  thou  art  good,  thou  Lord  art  prone 

To  pardon,  thou  to  all 
Art  full  of  mercy,  thou  *  alone' 
To  them  that  on  thee  call. 

6  Unto  my  supplication.  Lord, 

Give  ear,  and  to  the  cry 
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Of  my  '  incessant*  prayers  afford 
Thy  hearing  graciously. 

I  in  the  day  of  my  distress,  | 

Will  call  on  thee  •  for  aid ; 
For  thou  wilt '  grant'  me  *  free  acoen, 

And*  answer  *  what  I  pray'd/ 

8  Like  thee  among  the  Gods  is  none, 

O  Lord,  nor  any  works 
*  Of  all  that  other  Gods  have  done' 
Like  to  thy  'glorious*  works. 

9  The  nations  all  whom  thou  hast  made 

Shall  come,  *  and  all  shall  frame' 
To  bow  them  low  before  thee^  Lord, 
And  glorify  thy  name. 

10  For  great  thou  art,  and  wonders  g^reat 
By  thy  strong  hand  are  done, 
Thou  '  in  thy  everlasting  seat' 
Remainest  God  alone. 


1 1  Teach  me,  O  Lord,  thy  way  *  most  right; 

I  in  thy  truth  will  bide. 
To  fear  thy  name  my  heart  unite, 

*  So  shall  it  never  slide. 

12  Thee  will  I  praise,  O  Lord  my  Grod, 

*  Thee  honour  and  adore ' 

With  my  whole  heart,  and  blaze  abroad 
Thy  name  for  evermore. 

1 3  For  great  thy  mercy  is  toward  me. 

And  thou  hast  freed  my  soul, 
Even  from  the  lowest  Hell  set  free, 

*  From  deepest  darkness  foul.* 

\4  O  God,  the  proud  against  me  rise, 
And  violent  men  are  met 
To  seek  my  life,  and  in  Uieir  eyes 
No  fear  of  thee  have  set. 

15  But  thou.  Lord,  art  the  God  most  mild. 

Readiest  thy  grace  to  shew, 
Slow  to  be  angry,  and  *  art  styled ' 
Most  merciful,  most  true. 

1 6  O  turn  to  me  *  thy  face  at  length  * 

And  me  have  mercy  on, 


TRANSLATION*.  473 

Onto  thy  Mirant  give  thj  Btrength, 
~  And  aave  thy  handmaid'B  iod. 

7  Some  sign  of  good  to  me  afford. 
And  let  my  foes  '  then'  see. 
And  be  tuhamed ;  because  thou  Lord 
Dost  help  and  comfort  me. 

PSALM  LXXXVn. 

1  Ahoko  the  holy  mountains  '  high' 

Is  his  foundation  ^t, 
'There  seated  in  his  sftnctuary. 
His  temple  there  is  placed.' 

2  Sion'a  '  ha'  gates  the  Lord  loves  more 

Tlian  all  the  dwellings  '  Air' 
or  Jacob's  '  land,  though  there  be  store, 
And  all  within  hii  care." 

.1  City  of  God,  most  glorious  thmgs 
Of  thee  '  abroad '  are  spoke  ; 

4  I  mention  ^ypt, '  where  proud  kings 

Did  our  forefathers  yoke.* 

I  mention  Babel  to  my  friends, 

Philistia  '  fiill  of  scorn,' 
And  'Tyie  with  Etiiiop*"  '  utmost  ends,' 

Lo  this  man  there  was  born : 

5  But  *  twice  that  praise  shall  in  our  ear' 

Be  said  of  Sion  'laat,' 
Tliia  and  lliis  rtinn  was  born  in  her, 

High  Ood  shall  fix  her  fast. 
(i  The  Lord  shall  write  it  in  a  scroll 

That  ne'er  shall  be  out-worn. 
When  he  the  nations  doth  inroll. 

That  this  man  there  was  bom. 

7  Both  they  who  sing,  and  they  who  dance 
'With  sacred  songs  are  there,' 
In  tliee  '  fresh  brooks,  and  soft  streams  glance, 
And '  all  my  fountains  '  clear.' 

PSALM  LXXXVIIL 

1  Lord  God  that  dost  me  save  and  keep. 
All  day  to  thee  1  cry  ; 
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And  all  night  long  before  thee  weep^ 
Before  thee '  pvQBtrale  BeL* 

2  Into  thy  preMDoe  lei  my  pnmr 

*  With  sighs  detent  enoend;' 
And  to  my  cries,  that '  cwnelsss  ess^' 
Thine  ear  with  fitTonr  beod* 

3  For  clo Vd  with^  wofm  end  trooUe  aocn 

Surcharged  my  sod  doth  Se, 
My  tife  '  at  death's  mdieeifid  door/ 
Unto  the  grave  draws  wfjtu 


4  Reckoned  I  am  with  them  Aat  pesi 

Down  to  the  *  disBBal'  pit, 
I  am  a  man,  but  weak  alas. 
And  for  that  nam^  unfit. 

5  From  lilii  discharged  and  parted  quite 

Among  the  d^  to  *  sleep/ 
And  like  the  slain  in  '  bloody  fight' 
That  in  the  grave  lie  '  deep.* 

Whom  tibou  lemesaberest  no  moni» 

Dost  never  more  recaid| 
Them  from  thjy  hand  deliver'd  o*erp 

'  Death's  hideous  house  hath  barrM/ 

6  Thou  in  the  lowest  pit  *  profound ' 

Hast  set  me  '  all  forlorn/ 
Where  thickest  darkness  '  hovers  round,' 
In  horrid  deeps  *  to  mourn.' 

7  Thy  wrathy  '  from  which  no  shelter  saves/ 

Full  sore  doth  press  on  me  ; 
Thou  break 'st  upon  me  all  thy  waves. 
And  all  thy  waves  break  me. 

8  Thou  dost  my  friends  from  me  estrange, 

And  makest  me  odious, 
Me  to  them  odious,  ^for  they  change/ 
And  I  here  pent  up  thus. 

9  Ilirough  sorrow,  and  affliction  great, 

Mine  eye  grows  dim  and  dead. 
Lord,  all  the  day  I  thee  entreat, 
My  hands  to  thee  I  spread. 

10  WUt  thou  do  wonders  on  the  dead, 
Shall  the  deceased  arise. 
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And  praise  thee  '  from  their  loathsome  bed 
With  pale  and  hollow  eyes  V 

1 1  Shall  they  thy  loving  kindness  tell 

On  whom  the  grave  *  hath  hold/ 
Or  they  who  in  perdition  *  dwell/ 
Thy  faithfulness  *  unfold  V 

12  In  darkness  can  thy  mighty  '  hand 

Or'  wonderous  acts  be  known, 
Thy  justice  in  the  '  gloomy*  land 
Of  •  dark '  oblivion  ? 

13  But  I  to  thee,  O  Lord,  do  cry, 

*  Ere  yet  ray  life  be  spent/ 
And  *  up  to  thee*  my  prayer  *  doth  hie/ 
Each  mom,  and  thee  prevent. 

14  Why  wilt  thou,  Lord,  my  soul  forsake, 

And  hide  thy  face  from  me  ? 

15  That  am  already  bruised,  and  shake 

With  terror  sent  from  thee  ? 

Bruised,  and  afflicted,  and  *  so  low' 

As  ready  to  expire, 
While  I  thy  terrors  undergo 

Astonished  with  thine  ire. 

16  Thy  fierce  wrath  over  me  doth  flow. 

Thy  threatenings  cut  me  through : 

17  AH  day  they  round  about  me  go, 

Like  waves  they  me  pursue. 

18  Lover  and  friend  thou  hast  removed, 

And  sever*d  from  me  far : 
They  *  fly  me  now'  whom  I  have  loved, 
And  as  in  darkness  are. 

A  PARAPHRASE  ON  PSALM  CXIV. 

This  and  the  following  Psalm  were  done  by  the  Author 

at  fifteen  years  old. 

Whew  the  bless'd  seed  of  Terah't  faithful  son 
After   long   toil,   their   liberty   had   won. 
And  pass'd  from  Pharian  fields  to  Canaan  land, 
Led  by  the  strength  of  the  Almighty's  hand, 
J^ovah's  wonders  were   in  Israel  shown, 
His  praise  and   glory  was  in  IsraeJ  known 
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That  saw  the  troubled  sea,  and  thivering  fled, 
A.nd  sought  to  hide  his  froth-becurled  head 
Low  in  the  earth  ;  Jordan's  clear  streams  recoil 
As  a  faint  host  that  hath  received  the  foiL 
The  high,  huge-bellied  mountains  skip  like  rams 
Among:st  their  ewos,  the  little  hiHs  like  lambs. 
Why  fled  the  ocean?  and  why  skipp'd  the  mountains? 
Wliy  turned  Jordan  toward  his  crystal  fountains? 
Shake  Earth,  and  at  the  presence  be  aghast 
Of  Him  that  ever  was,  and  aye  shall  last. 
That  glassy  floods  from  rugged  rocks  can  crush, 
\nd  make  soft  rills  from  fiery  flint-stones  gush. 

PSALM  CXXXVI. 

Let  us  with  a  eladsome  mind  / 

Praise  the  Lord,  for  he  is  kind, 

For  his  mercies  aye  endure. 

Ever  faithful,  ever  sure. 
Let  us  blaze  his  name  abroad. 
For  of  Gods  he  is  the  God. 

For  his,  &c. 
O  let  us  his  praises  tell. 
Who  doth  the  wrathful  tyrants  quell. 

For  his,  &c. 
Who  with  his  miracles  doth  make 
Amazed  Heaven  and  Earth  to  shake. 

For  his,  &c. 
Who  by  his  wisdom  did  create 
Tlie  painted  heavens  so  full  of  state. 

For  his,  &c. 
Who  did  the  solid  earth  ordain 
To  rise  above  the  watery  plain. 

For  his,  &c. 
Who  by  his  all- commanding  might 
Did  fill  the  new-made  world  with  light 

For  his,  &c. 
And  caused  the  golden-tressed  sun. 
All  the  day  lo.ig  his  course  to  run. 

For  his,  &c. 
The  homed  moon  to  shine  by  night, 
Amongst  her  spangled  sisters  bright. 

For  his,  &c. 
He  with  his  thunder-clasping  hand 
Smote  the  first-born  of  Egypt  land. 

For  his.  Sec.  • 
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And  in  despite  of  Pharaoh  fell, 
He  brought  from  thence  his  Israel. 

For  his,  &c. 
The  ruddy  waves  he  cleft  in  twain 
Of  the  Erythrsean  main. 

For  his,  &c. 
The  floods  stood  still  like  walls  of  glass , 
While  the  Hebrew  bands  did  pass. 

For  his,  &c. 
But  fall  soon  they  did  devour 
The  tawny  king  with  all  his  power. 

For  his,  &c. 
His  chosen  people  he  did  bless 
In  the  wasteful  widemess. 

For  his,  &c. 
In  bloody  battle  he  brought  down 
Kings  of  prowess  and  renown. 

For  his,  &c. 
He  foird  bold  Seon  and  his  host, 
That  rul'd  the  Amorrean  coast. 

For  his,  &c. 
And  large-limb'd  Og  he  did  subdue, 
With  all  his  over-hardy  crew. 

For  his,  &c. 
And  to  his  servant  Israel 
He  gave  their  land  therein  to  dwell. 

For  his,  &c. 
He  hath  with  a  piteous  eye 
Beheld  us  in  our  misery, 

For  his,  &c. 
And  freed  us  from  the  slavery 
Of  the  invading  enemy. 

For  his,  &c. 
All  living  creatures  he  dotli  feed 
And  with  full  hand  supplies  their  need. 

For  his,  &c. 
Let  us  therefore  warble  forth 
His  mighty  majesty  and  worth. 

For  his,  &c. 
That  his  mansion  hath  on  high 
Above  the  reach  of  mortal  eye. 

For  his  mercies  aye  endure, 

Ever  faithful,  ever  sure. 


JOANNIS  MILTONI 

EONDWBNSIS 

P  O  E  M  A  T  A. 


QUORUM    PLERAQUE    INTRA   ANNUM    ^TATIS 
VIGESIMUM  CONSCRIPSIT. 


H^c  qu8B  sequuntar  de  Autbore  testimonia,  tametsi 
ipse  intelligebat  non  tarn  de  se  qukm  supra  se  esse 
dicta,  e6  qu6d  prceclaro  ingenio  viri,  nee  non  amici 
ita  fere  solent  laudare,  ut  omnia  suis  potiiis  virtutibiis, 
qudm  veritati  congruentia  nimis  cupid^  affingant  no- 
luit  tamen  bonim  efrreficiam  in  se  vohmtatem  non  esse 
notam  ;  ci^m  alii  pnesertim  ut  id  faceret  mao^noper^ 
suaderent  Dum  enrm  nimiee  laudis  invidiam  tolls  ab 
se  viribis  amolitur,  sibique  quod  plus  aequo  est  non 
attributum  esse  mavult,  judicium  interim  hominum 
cordatorum  atque  ilkistrium  quin  summo  sibi  honori 
ducat,  negare  non  potest. 

Joannes  Baptista  Mansus,  Marchio  Villensis,  Neapolu 
tanus  ad  Joannem  M iltonium  Jnglum. 

Ut  mens,  forma,  decor,  facies,  mos,  si  pietas  sic, 
Non  Anglus,  veriim  hercle  Angelus  ipse  fores. 

Ad  Jo  ANN  EM  Milton  EM  Anglnm  fnplici  poeseos 
lavrea,  cornnariHum,  Graca  n^mirum,  Latina, atque 
Hetruscn,  Epigramma  Joannis  SalsilH  Romani. 

EOF  Meles  cedat  depress^  Mincius  urna ; 
Sebetus  Tassum  disinat  usque  loqui ; 
At  Thamesis  victor  cunctis  ferat  altior  undas, 
Nam  per  te,  Milto,  par  tribus  unus  erit. 

Ad  JOANNEM  M ILTONEM. 

Gr^ecia  Meeonidem,  jactet  sibi  Roma  Maronem, 
Anglia  Miltonum  jactat  utrique  parem. 

Selvaggi. 
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AL  SIOVOR  OIO.  MILTONI  NOBILB  IKGLESE 

ODE. 

BaoiMi  all'  Etra  6  Clio 

Perche  di  stelle  intreccier6  corona 

Non  piii  del  Biondo  Dio 

La  Fronde  eterna  in  Pindo,  e  in  Elicona, 

Diensi  a  merto  maggior,  maggiori  i  fregi, 

A*  celeste  virtii  celeiii  pregi. 

Non  puo  del  tempo  edace 
Rimaner  preda,  eterno  alto  valore 
Non  puo  r  oblio  rapace 
Furar  dalle  memorie  eccelso  onore, 
Su  r  arco  di  mia  cetra  un  dardo  forte 
Virtu  m'  adatti,  e  ferir6  la  morte. 

Del  Ocean  profondo 

Cinta  dagli  ampi  gorghi  Anglia  resiede 

Separata  dal  mondo, 

Per6  che  il  sue  valor  V  umano  eccede : 

Questa  feconda  s^  produrre  Eroiy 

Ch'  hanno  a  ragion  del  Bovruman  tra  noi. 

* 

Alia  virtik  sbandita 

Danno  ne  i  petti  lor  fido  ricettOy 

Quella  gli  ^  sol  gradita, 

Perche  in  lei  san  troTar  gioia,  e  dtletto 

Ridillo  tUy  Giovanni,  e  mostra  in  tanto 

Con  tua  vera  virtii,  vero  il  mio  Canto. 

Lungi  dal  Patno  lido 

Spinse  Zeusi  1*  industre  ardente  brama ; 

Cn  udio  d'Helena  il  grido 

Con  aurea  tromba  rimbombar  la  fama, 

E  per  poterla  effigiare  al  paro 

Ddle  pii^  belle  Idee  trasse  ill  pi(i  raro. 

Cort  I'Ape  In^gnosa 

Trae  con  industria  il  suo  liquor  pregiato 

Dal  giglio  e  dalla  rosa, 

E  quanti  vaghi  fiori  omano  il  prato ; 

Formano  un  dolce  suon  diverse  Chorde 

Fan  varie  voci  melodia  Concorde. 
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Di  beUa  gloria  amante 

MUton  dal  Cid  natio  per  varie  parti 

Le  pereerine  piante 

Volgesti  a  ricercar  scienze,  ed  ard  ; 

Del  Galio  regiiator  vedesti  i  Regni, 

E  dell'  Italia  ancor  gV  Eroi  pi6  degnL 

Fabro  quasi  divino 

Sol  virtCk  rintracciando  il  tuo  pensiero 

Vide  in  ogni  confino 

Chi  di  nobil  valor  calca  il  sendero  : 

L*ottimo  dal  miglior  dope  scegliea 

Per  fabbricar  d*  ogni  virtu  V  Idea. 

Quanti  nacquero  in  Flora 

0  in  lei  del  parlar  Tosco  appreser  1'  arte. 
La  cui  memoria  onora 

II  mondo  fatta  etema  in  dotte  carte, 
Volesti  ricercar  per  tuo  tesoro, 
£  parlasti  con  lor  nell*  opre  loro. 

Nell'  altera  Babelle 

Per  te  il  parlar  confuse  Giove  in  vano^ 

Che  per  varie  favelle 

Di  88  stessa  trofeo  cadde  su'l  piano  : 

Ch*  Ode  oltr'  all  Anglia  il  sue  piill  degno  Idioma 

Spagna,  Francia,  Toscana,  e  Grecia  e  Roma 

1  pi^  profondi  arcani 

Cir  occulta  la  natura  e  in  cielo  e  in  terra 
Ch'  k  Ingegni  sovrumani 
Troppo  avara  tal'  her  gli  chiude,  e  serra, 
Chiaramente  conosci,  e  giungi  al  fine 
Delia  moral  virtude  al  gran  confine. 

Non  batta  il  Tempo  V  ale, 

Femiisi  immoto,  e  in  un  fermin  si  gl'  anni, 

C'he  di  virtili  immortale 

Scorron  di  troppo  ingiuriosi  a  i  danni ; 

Che  8*  opre  degne  di  Poema  e  storia 

Furon  gia,  Thai  presenti  alia  memoria. 

Dammi  tua  dolce  Cetra 

Se  vuoi  ch'  io  dica  del  tuo  dolce  canto, 

Ch*  inalzandoti  alP  Etra 

Di  farti  huomo  celeste  ottiene  il  vanto, 

n  Taniigi  il  dir^  che  gl'  e  concesso 

Per  te  suo  cigno  pareorgiar  Permesso. 
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lo  che  in  riva  del  Amo 

Tento  spiegar  tuo  merto  alto,  e  predaro 

So  che  fatico  indarno, 

£  ad  ammirary  non  a  lodarlo  imparo ; 

Freno  dunque  la  lingua,  e  ascolto  il  core 

Che  ti  prende  a  k>dar  con  lo  stupore. 

Del  sig,  Antonio  Francini,  gentilhuomo 

Fhrentitto, 


Si 


JOANNI   MILTONI 

LONDINENBI : 

Jiitwm  jNKrtdy  vbrhUibui  eskmo  $ 

ViBO  qui  multa  pere^prinationey  studio  cuncta  oiliis 
terrarum  loca  perspeuty  ut  novus  Utyises  omnia  abi- 
que  ab  omnibiui  apprebenderet : 

PoljglottOy  in  cujuB  on  Ungutt  jam  daperditm  tic 
reviviscunty  ut  idiomata  omma  sint  in  ejus  landibus 
infacunda ;  Et  jure  ea  pensaUet,  ut  admintneiTet 
plausuB  populoram  ab  proprift  tiqpientift  fldritatfli  ut- 

teliigat :  '  'V I 

Illiy  cujui  animi  dotes  cor^oriique  nensus  ad  fb^|(|Mw 
rationem  commoyent,  et  per  ipsam  motnm  cuiqn^  «u- 
Cerent ;  cujus  opera  ad  pleuisus  bortantur,  aed  venni- 
ate  *  vocem  laudatoribus  adimunt. 

Cui  in  memori&  lotus  orbis ;  in  inteflectu  sapientfat ; 
111  voluntate  ardor  gloriee ;  in  ore  eloquentia ;  hanno- 
nicos  ccelestium  spheerarum  sonitus  astronomift  diice 
audienti;  characteres  mirabilium  naturee  per  qnos 
Dei  magnitudo  describitur  magistri  pbilosopbii 
legenti;  antiquitatum  latebras,  yetustatis  excidta, 
eruditionis  ambages,  comite  assidui  autorum  tec- 
tione  : 

Ezquirenti,  zestauranti,  percurrenti 
At  ew  nitor  in  arduum  i 

Illi  in  cujus  virtutibus  evulgandis  nra  Famsa  non 
•ufficiant,  nee  hominum  stupor  in  laudandis  satis  est, 
reverentiee  at  amoris  ergo  hoc  ejus  mentis  debitum 
admirationis  tributum  onert  Carolus  Dahu*  PlBitri- 
tius  Florentinus, 

Tanto  homini  servus,  taut®  virtutis  amator. 

«  VasHtaie,  edit  1645. 

f  Carlo  Dati  *.  one  of  Blilton't  literary  frienda  at  FloianeK 

Vide  EffUaph,  DMtan. 
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ELEG.  I.— -Ad  CAaoLUM  Deodatum .  ^ 

lAVDEMy  chare,  tuep  mihi  perveDere  tabelice, 

Pertulit  et  voces  Duncia  charta  tuas ; 
Pertulit  occidii&  Devee  Cestrensis  ab  ord 

Ver^ium  prono  qu^  petit  amne  saluro. 
Multiim  crede  juvat  terras  aluisse  reniotas 

Pectus  amans  nostri,  t^mque  fidele  caput, 
Qu6dque  mihi  lepidum  tellus  longinqua  sodalen 

Debet,  at  unde  brevi  reddere  jussa  velit. 
Me  teuet  urbs  reflu&  quam  Thamesis  alluit  uadd, 

M^que  nee  invitum  patria  dulcis  habet. 
Jam  nee  aruxMJiifi^um  mihi  cura  revisere  Camum, 

Nee  dudum  vetiti  me  laris  angit  amor. 
Nuda  nee  arva  placent,  umbr&sque  negantia  molles, 

Qu^m  mal^  Phjoebiccdis  convenit  ille  locus ! 
Nee  duri  libet  usque  minas  perferre  Magistri 

Ceeter&que  ingenio  non  subeunda  meo. 
Si  sit  hoc  cxilium  patrios  adiisfe  penates, 

Et  vacuum  curis  otia  grata  seqiju, 
Non  ego  vel  profugi  nomen,  sortemve  recuso, 

Leetus  et  exilii  conditione  fruor. 
0  utinaxD  vates  nunquam  gmviora  tolisset 

*  Charles  Deodate  was  one  of  Milton's  most  iutiinate  ffyufiB, 
He  was  an  excellent  scholar,  and  practised  physic  in  Cheshire. 
He  was  educated  with  our  author  at  Saint  Paul's  school  in 
London ;  and  thence  was  sent  to  Tiinit^  College,  Oxford,  where 
he  was  entered  in  the  year  1621,  at  thirteen  years  of  age.  He 
was  a  fellow-collegian  there  with  Alexander  Gill,  another  of 
MiltonPs  intimate  firiends,  who  was  successively  Usher  and  Mas- 
ter of  Saint  Paul's  school     He  died  in  1638.     Wartou. 
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lUe  Tomhano  flebilis  exul  agro ; 
NoQ  tunc  looid  quicquam  cessisaet  Homero,         , 

Nere  tasel  vicU  bus  tibi  primo  Maro. 
Tempont  nam  licet  hic  ptacidis  dare  libera  Musia,  . 

Et  totum  ntpont  me  mea  vita  libri. 
Excipit  hinc  ftwun  dnuosi  pompa  theatri,  i 

Et  vocat  ad  phiituB  ganula  scena  suos. 
Sea  catn*  an^tur  lenior,  seu  prodigus  hteres.        ^ 

Sen  procus,  ant  poaitA  caseide  mitts  ude^t, 
Sve  decennaU  fecundus  lite  patronu;  , 

Detomt  incoho  barbara  verba  foro  ; 
Snpe  vafer  gnato  aaccurrit  servus  air-aiiti,  , 

Et  naaora  ii|;i£  fellit  ubique  putris  ; 
Sspe  noToa  iihe  rirgo  miraia  calores  ^ 

Qnid  dt  amw  neicit,  dotn  qnoqne  neacifi  %0f- 
Sire  cnnttatam  fciioaa  IVagtedia  inpt^  .' '.  , 

Qnaaaat,  et  ctfnni  crinflxii  Ofa  rotat,      -    '  1/ 
Et  dolet,  et  apecto,  jurat  et  qtectftaae  dolEo^pi! ,  .1 

Interdum  et  lacmnia  dnicia  amaror  ini^  :^  „'  ' 
Sen  pner  infeliz  inadibata  reliquit  '"   ^'  . 

Oaudia,  et  abrapto  flendui  anore  cadit^'  "^  .'* 
Sen  fenu  i  tenebm  iteiat  Stjga  criminii  i^^'', 

Conicia  iiinereo  pectova  t(»n  moraua, ' '         ,'q 
Sen  nuBTet  Pelopoa  domua.  aeu  noUUa  i|j>/^!>^>"-^ 

Aut  luU  incestos  aula  Cieontfa  avoa. 
Sed  neque  snb  tecto  semper  nee  in  urbe  latemus, 

Irrita  nee  nobis  tempora  veris  eunt, 
N<n  quoque  hicus  habet  ricinft  consitus  ulmo, 

Atque  suburbani  nobjlig  umbra  loci. 
Seepius  hie  blandas  sptrantia  sidera  flammaa, 

Virgineos  videas  pneteriisse  choros. 
Ab  quoties  dignee  stuput  miracula  fbrmie 

Quee  possit  senium  vel  reparare  Jovis! 
Ah  quoties  vidi  nipenintia  lumina  gemmas, 

Atque  faces  quotquot  volvit  uterque  polus ; 
CoMque  bis  vivi  Pelopis  qus  brachia  vincant, 

Qufeque  fluit  puro  oectare  tincta  Tia, 
Et  decns  eximium  (rontis,  tremuldsque  ca[al1ofc, 

Aurea  quee  fallax  retia  tendit  Amor ; 
Pellac^sque  genas,  ad  quas  hyacinthina  soidet 

Purpura,  et  ipse  tut  floris,  Adoni,  rubor  I 
Cedite  laudatee  toties  Heroides  olim, 

Etqufficunque  vagum  cepit  arnica  Jovem. 
Cedite  Aihemenis  tunitit  fronie  pueUee, 

Et  quot  9usa  colnnt,  Memnonilunque  Ninon 
Vos  etuun  Danas  fitacea  submittite  Nymphee, 

Et  voa  OiaccC-j  Romuleequ''.  nurus. 
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Nec  Pompoiiinas  Tarpeia  Musa  cohunnas 

Jactet,  et  Ausoniis  plena  theatxa  stolis. 
Gloria  Virginibus  debetur  prima  Britannis, 

Extera  sat  tibi  sit  foemina  posse  sequi. 
T6que  urbs  Dardaniis  Londinum  structa  colonis 

Turrigenim  lat^  conspicienda  caput, 
Tu  nimium  felix  intra  tua  moenia  claudis 

Quicquid  formosi  pendulus  orbis  habet. 
Non  tibi  tot  coelo  scintillant  astra  sereno 

Endymioneffi  turba  ministra  deee, 
Quot  tibi  conspicusB  fonn&que  aur6que  puellsB 

Per  medias  radiant  turba  videnda  vias. 
Creditur  hue  geminis  venisse  invecta  columbis 

Alma  pbaretrigero  milite  cincta  Venus, 
Huic  Cnidon^  et  riguas  Simoentis  flumine  valles, 

Huic  Paphon,  et  roseam  posthabitura  Cypron. 
Ast  ego,  dum  pueri  sinit  indulgentia  cseci, 

Moenia  qu^m  subit6  linquere  fausta  pare  ; 
£t  vitare  procul  malefidee  infamia  Circes 

Atria,  aivini  Molyos  usus  ope. 
Stat  quoque  juncosas  Cami  remeare  paludes, 

Atquf  iterum  raucse  murmur  adire  Scbolse. 
Interea  fidi  parvum  cape  munus  amici, 
Paucaque  in  altemos  verba  coacta  modos. 

ELEG.  II.— AwNo  ^TATis  17. 

In  obitum  Praconis  Academici  Cantabrigiensis  * 

Te,  qui  conspicuus  baculo  fulgente  solebas 

Palladium  toties  ore  ciere  gregem, 
Ultima  prseconum  prseconem  te  quoque  sseva 

Mors  rapit^  officio  nec  favet  ipsa  suo. 
Candid iora  lic^t  fuerint  tibi  tempora  plumis 

Sub  quibus  accipimus  delituisse  Jovcra, 
O  dignus  tamen  Hsemonio  juvenesccre  succo, 

Dignus  in  ^onios  vivere  posse  dies, 
Dignus  quem  Stygiis  medic^  revocaret  ab  undis 

Arte  Coronides,  sjepe  rogante  deft. 
Tu  si  jussus  eras  acies  accire  togatas, 

Et  oeler  k  Phoebo  nuntius  ire  tuo, 
Talis  in  Iliac^  stabat  Cylienius  auld 

*  The  person  here  commemorated  ib  Richard  Ridding,  one 
of  the  University- Beadles,  and  Master  of  Aru  of  St  John's  col- 
lege, Cambridge.  He  signed  a  testamentary  codicil,  Sep.  23, 
1626,  proved  the  eightli  day  of  November  following.  From  Re- 
ifister  Test  am.  Cantabr.     Wartmu 
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Quid  juvat  humana  tingere  ceede  maDus  ? 
Nobileque  in  pectus  certas  acuisse  sagittas, 

Semideamque  an  imam  sede  fug;4a8e  sxxkY* 
Talia  dum  lacrymans  alto  sub  pectore  voIvq^ 

Roscidus  occiduis  Hesperus  exit  aquis, 
Et  Tartessiaco  submerserat  eequore  currum 

Phoebus,  ab  £00  littore  mensus  iter. 
Nee  mora,  membra  caro  posui  refovenda  cubiii, 

Condiderant  oculos  noxque  sop6rque  meos  : 
Ciim  mihi  visus  eram  lato  spatiarier  agro, 

Heu  nequit  ineenium  visa  referre  meum. 
Ulic  puniced  radiabant  omnia  luce, 

Ut  matutina  cikm  juga  sole  rubent. 
Ac  veluti  ciim  pandit  opes  Thaumantia  proles, 

Vestitu  nituit  multicolore  solum. 
Non  dea  tarn  variis  ornavit  floribus  hortos 

Alcinoiy  Zephyro  Chloris  amata  levi. 
Flumina  vernantes  lambunt  argentea  campos, 

Ditior  Hesperio  flavet  arena  Tago. 
Seipit  odoriferas  per  opes  levis  aura  Favoni, 

Aura  sub  innumeris  numida  nata  rosis. 
Talis  in  extremis  terrse  Grangetidis  oris 

Luciferi  regis  iingitur  esse  domus. 
Ipse  racemiferis  dum  densas  vitibus  umbras 

£t  pellucentes  miror  ubique  locos, 
Ecce  mihi  subit6  Preesul  Wintonius  astat, 

Sidereum  nitido  fiiisit  in  ore  jubar ; 
Vestis  ad  auratos  defluxit  Candida  taloe, 

Infula  divinum  cinxerat  alba  caput. 
D6mque  senex  tali  incedit  venerandus  amictu, 

Intremuit  Iseto  florea  terra  sono. 
Agmina  gemmatis  plaudunt  coelestia  pennis, 

Pura  triumphali  person  at  eethra  tubft. 
Quisque  novum  amplexu  comitem  cant^ique    saluta 

H6sque  aliquis  placido  misit  ab  ore  sonos ; 
**  Nate  veni,  et  patrii  felix  cape  gaudia  regni. 

Semper  abhinc  duro,  nate,  labore  vaca. " 
Dixit,  et  aligeree  tetigerunt  nablia  turmce, 

At  mihi  cum  tenebris  aurea  pulsa  quies 
Flebam  turbatos  Cephalei&  pellice  somnos, 

Talia  contingant  soronia  sespe  mihi. 
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EL£6.  IV.— Anno  JEtatu  18. 

Ad  Thom AM  JuNiUM  praceptorem  suum,  apud  awr- 
catores  AngUcos  Hamburga  teenies,  Pasiorig  nmnere 
fungentem.* 

CuRRE  per  immensum  subito  mea  litera  poDtum, 

I,  pete  Teutonicus  Iseve  per  oquor  a^ros  ; 
Segnes  rumpe  moras,  et  nil,  precor,  obstet  euntiy 

£t  festiDantis  nil  remoretur  iter. 
Tpse  e^  Sicanio  frBenantem  carcere  ventoa 

iBolon,  et  virides  sollicitabo  Deos, 
Ceeruleamque  suis  comitatam  Dorida  NymphiSy 

Ut  tibi  dent  placidam  per  sua  regna  viam. 
At  tu,  si  poteris,  celeres  tibi  sume  jugales, 

Vecta  quibus  Colchis  fiigit  ab  ore  viri ; 
Aut  queis  Triptolemus  Scythicas  devenit  in  eras 

Gratus  £leusin&  missus  ab  urbe  puer. 
Atque  ubi  Grermanas  flavere  videbis  arenas 

Ditis  ad  Hamburg®  moenia  flecte  graduro, 
Dicitur  occiso  quee  ducere  nomen  ab  HamA, 

Cimbrica  quern  fertur  clava  dedisae  neci. 
Vivit  ibi  antiquee  clarus  pietatis  honore 

Preesul  Christicolas  pascere  doctus  oves ; 
Ille  quidem  est  animee  plusquam  pars  altera  nostree, 

Dimidio  vitee  vivere  cogor  ego. 
Hei  mihi  quot  pelagi,  quot  montes  interjecti 

Me  faciunt  ali^  parte  carere  mei ! 
Charior  ille  mihi  qu^m  tu,  doctissime  Grai6m 

Cliniadi,  pronepos  qui  Telamonis  erat ; 
Qu^mque  Stagyrites  generoso  magnus  alumno, 

Quern  peperit  Libyco  Chaonis  alma  Jovi. 
Qualis  Amyntorides,  qualis  Philyreius  heros 

Myrmidonum  reg:i,  talis  et  ille  mihi. 
Primus  ego  Aonios  illo  prseunte  recessus 

Lustrabam,  et  bifidi  sacra  vireta  jugi, 
Pieriosque  hausi  latices,  Clioque  favente, 

Castalio  sparsi  loeti  ter  era  mero. 
Flammeus  at  signum  ter  viderat  arietis  ^thon, 

Induxitque  auro  lanea  terga  novo. 
Bisque  novo  terram  sparsisti  Chlori  senilem 

Gramine,  bisque  tuas  abstuht  Auster  opes ; 
Necdum  ejus  lieu  it  mihi  lumina  pascere  vultu, 

Aut  lingua:  dulces  aure  bibisse  sonos 

♦  Thomas  Young,  pastor  of  the  church  of  English  merchants 
at  Hamburgh,  was  Milton's  private  preceptor^  before  he  va« 
sent  to  Saiut  Paul's  scivool. 
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Vade  i^tur,  cun^que  Eunim  preeverte  sonoram, 

Quiim  sit  opus  monitis  res  docet,  ipsa  vides. 
Invenies  dulci  cum  conjuge  fort^  sedenteiDy 

Molcentem  gremio  pignora  cbara  suo, 
Forsitan  aut  yeterum  prcelarga  volumina  patrum 

Versanteniy  aut  veri  Biblia  sacra  Dei, 
Ccelestive  animas  saturantem  rore  tenellas, 

Grande  salutiferae  religionis  opus. 
Utque  solety  multam  sit  dicere  cura  saluteui, 

Dicere  quam  decuit,  si  modo  adesset,  herum. 
Heec  quoque,  pauliim  oculos  in  humum  defixa  mo- 

Verba  verecundo  sis  memor  loqui :         [destos 
HflBC  tibi,  si  teneris  vacat  inter  prcelia  Musis, 

Mittit  ab  Angliaco  littore  fida  manus. 
Accipe  sinogram,  quamvis  sit  sera,  salutem  ; 

Fiat  et  hoc  ipso  gratior  ilia  tibi. 
Sera  quidem,  sed  vera  fuit,  quatn  casta  recepit 

Icaris  k  lento  Penelopeia  viro. 
Ast  egoquidvolui  manifestum  tollere  crimen, 

Ipse  quod  ex  omnia  parte  levare  nequit  ? 
Arguitur  tardus  merito,  noxdmque  fatetur, 

£t  pudet  officium  deseruisse  suum. 
Tu  mod6  da  veniam  fasso,  veniiimque  roganti, 

Crimina  diminui,  quee  patuere,  solent. 
Non  ferus  in  pavidos  rictus  diducit  hiantes 

Vulnifico  pronos  nee  rapit  ungue  leo. 
Seepe  sarissiferi  crudelia  pectora  Thracis 

Supplicis  ad  mcestas  delicuere  preces. 
Extenaeeque  manus  avertunt  fulminis  ictus, 

Placat  et  iratos  bostia  parva  Deos. 
J&mque  diu  scripsisse  tibi  fiiit  impetus  illi. 

Neve  moras  ultra  ducere  passus  Amor. 
Nam  vaga  Fama  refert,  beu  nuntia  vera  malorum  * 

In  tibi  finitimis  bella  tumere  locis, 
Teque  tu&mque  urbem  truculento  milite  cingi, 

£t  jam  Saxonicos  arma  parisse  duces. 
Te  circum  lat^  campos  populatur  Enyo, 

£t  sata  carne  vir&m  jam  cruor  arva  rigat  * 
Germanisaue  suum  concessit  Thracia  Martem, 

lUuc  Odrysios  Mars  pater  egit  equos ; 
Perpetudque  comans  jam  defiorescit  oliva, 

Fugit  et  serisonam  Diva  perosa  tubam, 
Fugit  lo  terris,  et  jam  non  ultima  virgo 

Creditur  ad  superas  justa  vol&sse  donios. 
Te  tamen  interea  belli  circumsonat  horror, 

VIvis  et  ignoto  solus  indpsque  solo  ; 
Et,  tibi  quam  patrii  non  exhiimere  penates, 
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Sede  peregrin^  quseris  egenus  opem 
Patria  dura  parens,  et  saxis  snvior  albb 

Spumea  quee  pulsat  littoris  unda  tui, 
Siccine  te  decet  innocuos  exponere  fistas, 

Siccine  in  ezternam  ferrea  cogis  humom, 
Et  sinis  ut  terris  quserant  alimenta  remotis 

Quos  tibi  prospiciens  miserat  ipse  Deiis, 
Et  qui  Iseta  fenint  de  coelo  nuntia,  quique 

Quae  via  post  cineres  dacat  ad  astra,  decent  T 
Digna  quidem  Stygiis  quss  vivas  clansa  tenebris, 

iEternaque  animse  digna  perire  ^me ! 
Haud  aliter  vates  terrse  Thesbitidis  olim 

Pressit  inassueto  devia  tesqua  pede, 
Desert&sque  Arabum  salebras,  dum  regis  Acbabi 

Effugit  atque  tuas,  Sidoni  dira,  manus. 
Talis  et,  horrisono  laceratus  membra  flagello, 

Paulus  ab  iBmathi^  peilitur  urbe  Ciiix. 
Piscosseque  ipsum  Gergesss  ciris  lesum 

Finibus  ingratus  jussit  abire  suis. 
At  tu  sume  animos,  nee  spes  cadat  anxia  curis, 

Nee  tua  concutiat  decolor  ossa  metos. 
Sis  etenitn  quamvis  fulgentibus  obsitus  armis, 

Intent^ntque  tibi  millia  tela  necem, 
At  nullis  vel  inerme  latus  violabitur  aimisy 

D^que  tuo  cuspis  nulla  cruore  bibet. 
Namque  eris  ipse  Dei  radiante  sub  seg^de  tutus. 

llle  tibi  custos,  et  pugil  ille  tibi ; 
Hie  Sionses  qui  tot  sub  moenibus  arcis 

Assyrios  iudit  nocte  silente  viros  ; 
Inque  fugam  vertit  quos  in  Samaritadas  eras 

Misit  ab  antiquis  prisca  Damascus  agris, 
Terruit  et  densas  pavido  cum  rege  cohortes, 

Aere  dum  vacuo  buccina  clara  sonat, 
Cornea  pulvereum  dum  verberat  ungula  campum, 

Currus  arenosam  dum  quatit  actus  humum, 
Audit(irque  hinnitus  equorum  ad  bella  ruentftm, 

Et  strepitus  fenri,  murmuraque  alta  virAm. 
Et  tu  (quod  superest  miseris)  sperare  memento, 

Et  tua  map^naniino  pectore  vince  mala ; 
Nee  dubites  quandoque  frui  melioribus  annis, 

Atque  iterum  patrios  posse  videre  lares. 

FLEO.   V. — Ay  NO  .I^tatis  20, 
In  adventum  veris. 

In  se  perpetuo  Tempus  revolubile  gyro 

Jam  revocat  Zephyros  vcre.  tepente  novos  ; 
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Induitdrque  brevem  Tellus  reparata  juventam, 

J&mque  soluta  gelu  dulce  virescit  humus. 
Pallor  ?  an  et  nolMs  redeunt  in  carmina  vires, 

Ingeniiiroque  mihi  munere  veris  adest  ? 
Munere  veris  adest,  interiimque  vigescit  ab  iUo 

(Quis  putet)  atque  aliquod  jam  sibi  poscit  opus. 
Castalis  ante  oculos,  bifidiimque  cacumen  oberrat, 

£t  mihi  Pyrenen  somnia  nocte  fcrunt ; 
Concitaque  arcano  fervent  mihi  pectora  motu, 

£t  furor^  et  sonitus  me  sacer  intus  agit. 
Delius  ipse  venit,  video  Peneide  lauro 

Implicitos  crines,  Delius  ipse  venit. 
Jam  mihi  mens  liquidi  raptatur  in  arduo  ccBliy 

Perque  vagas  nubes  corpore  liber  eo ; 
Perque  umbras,  perque  antra  feror  penetralia  vatum, 

Et  mihi  &na  patent  interiora  deUm ; 
Intuiturque  animus  toto  quid  agatur  Olympo, 

Nee  fugiunt  oculos  Tartara  caeca  meos. 
Quid  tam  grande  sonat  distento  spiritus  ore  ? 

Quid  parit  hsec  rabies,  quid  sacer  iste  furor  ? 
Ver  mihi,  quod  dedit  ingenium,  cantabitur  illo ; 

Profuerint  isto  reddita  dona  modo. 
Jam  Philomela  tuos  foliis  adoperta  novellis 

Instituis  n^odulos,  dum  silet  omne  nemus  : 
Urbe  ego,  tu  sylv&  simul  incipiamus  utrique, 

Et  simul  adventum  veris  uterque  canat. 
Veris  lo  rediere  vices,  celebremus  honores 

Veris,  et  hoc  subeat  Musa  perennis  opus. 
Jam  sol  ^thiopas  fugiens  Tithoniaque  anra, 

Flectit  ad  Arctoas  aurea  lora  plagas. 
Est  breve  noctis  iter,  brevis  est  mora  noctis  opace, 

Horrida  cum  tenebris  exulat  ilia  suis. 
J&,mque  Lycaonius,  plaustrum  cceleste  Bootes 

Non  long4  sequitur  fessus  ut  ante  vilL ; 
Nunc  etiam  solitas  circum  Jovis  atria  toto 

Excubias  agitant  sidera  rara  polo. 
Nam  dolus,  et  csedes,  et  vis  cum  nocte  recessit. 

Neve  Giganteum  Dii  timuere  scelus. 
Fort^  aliquis  scopuli  recubans  in  vertice  pastor, 

Roscida  ciim  primo  sole  rubescit  humus, 
Hac,  ait,  hac  cert^  caruisti  nocte  pueM 

Phoebe,  tual,  celeres  quae  retineret  equos. 
Lseta  suas  repetit  silvas,  pharetr&mque  resumit 

Cynthia,  Luciferas  ut  videt  alta  rotas, 
Et  tenues  ponens  radios  gaudere  videtur 

Officium  fieri  tam  breve  fratris  ope. 
*'  Desere,"  Phoebus  ait,  "  thalamos,  Aurora,  seniles. 
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Quid  juvat  efFoeto  procubuisse  toro  ? 
Te  manet  .bolides  viridi  venator  in  herUL, 

Surge,  tuos  ignes  altus  HymettUB  habet/' 
Flava  verecundo  dea  crimen  in  ore  fatetttr, 

£t  matutinos  ociiis  urget  equos. 
Exuit  invisam  Tellus  rediviva  senectaniy 

£t  cupit  amplexus  Phoebe  subire  tuos ; 
£t  cupit,  et  digna  est;  quid  enim  fbrmoMUS  iM, 

Pandit  ut  omniferos  luxuriosa  sinus, 
Atque  Arabum  spirat  messes,  et  ab  ore  venosto 

Mitia  cum  Paphiis  fundit  amoma  rosis ! 
£cce  coronatur  sacro  frons  ardua  luco, 

Cingit  ut  Idseam  pinea  turris  Opim ; 
£t  vario  madidos  intcxit  (lore  capulos, 

Floribus  et  visa  est  posse  placere  suis. 
Floribus  efFusos  ut  erat  redimita  capillos 

Teenario  placuit  diva  Sicana  Deo. 
Aspice  Phoebe  tibi  faciles  hortantur  amoms, 

Mellitasque  movent  flamina  yema  preces. 
Cinnamea  Zephyrus  leve  plaudit  odorifer  M, 

Blanditiasque  tibi  ferre  videntur  aves. 
Nee  sine  dote  tuos  temeraria  queer  it  amoret 

Terra,  nee  optatos  poscit  egena  toros. 
Alma  salutiferum  medicos  tibi  gramen  in  usus 

Praebet,  et  bine  titulos  adjuvat  ipsa  tuos. 
Quod  si  te  pretium,  si  te  fulgentia  tangunt 

Munera,  (muneribus  srepe  coemptus  amor) 
Ilia  libi  ostentat  quascuiique  sub  sequore  vasto, 

Et  sup3rinjectis  montibus,  abdit  opes. 
All  quoties  diim  tu  clivoso  tessus  Olympo 

In  vcspertinas  prajcipitaris  aquas, 
**  Cur  to,"  iaquit,  "  cursu  languentem  Phoebe  diurno 

Hesperiis  recipis  ca?riila  Mater  aquis  ? 
Quid  tibi  cum  Tethy  !  Quid  cum  Tartesside  lymplia, 

Dia  quid  immunda  perluis  era  sale  ? 
Frigora  Phoebe  inea  melius  captabis  in  umbra, 

Hue  ades,  ardcntes  imbue  rore  comas. 
Mollior  egelida  veniet  tibi  somnus  in  herba^ 

Hue  ades,  et  gremio  lumina  pone  meo. 
Quaque  jaces  circum  mulcebit  len^  susurrans 

Aura  per  humentes  corpora  fusa  rosas. 
Nee  me  (crede  mihi)  terrent  Semeleia  fata, 

Nee  Phaetonteo  fumidus  axis  cquo; 
Cilm  tu  Plicfibe  tuo  sapientiils  uteris  igni, 

Hue  ades,  et  jj^icmio  lumina  pone  meo." 
Sic  Tellus  lasciva  sues  suspirat  amores  : 

Matris  in  exemplum  ceotera  turba  ruunt. 
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Nunc  etenim  toto  currit  vagus  orbe  Cupido, 

Lan^ent^sque  fovet  solis  ab  igne  faces. 
Insonuere  novis  lethalia  comua  nervisy 

Triste  micant  ferro  tela  conisca  novo. 
Jamque  vel  invictam  tentat  superasse  DianaiUy 

Quseque  sedet  sacro  Vesta  pudica  foco. 
Ipsa  senescentem  reparat  Venus  annua  formam, 

Atque  itenim  tepido  creditur  orta  mati. 
Marmoreas  juvenes  clamant  Hymenee  per  urbes, 

LittuB,  lo  Hjmen,  et  cava  saxa  sonant. 
Cultior  ill  venit  tunic&que  decentior  apt&y 

Puniceum  redolet  vestis  odora  crocuro. 
Egreditiirque  finequens,  ad  arooeni  gaudia  veris 

Virgineos  auro  cincta  puella  sinus.  [unutn, 

Votum  est  cuique  auum,  votum  est  tamen  omnibus 

Ut  sibi,  quern  cupiat,  det  Cytherea  virum.  ' 
Nunc  quoque  septen&  modulatur  arundine  pastor, 

£t  sua  quae  jungat  carmina  Phyllis  habet. 
Navita  noctumo  pkcat  sua  sidera  cantu, 

Delphindsque  leves  ad  vada  summa  vocat. 
Jupiter  ipse  sdto  cum  conjuge  ludit  Olympo^ 

Convocat  et  famulos  ad  sua  festa  deos. 
Nunc  etiam  Satyri,  ekm  sera  crepuscula  surgunt, 

Pervolitant  celeri  florea  nira  choro, 
Sylvan^sque  su&  cyparissi  fronde  revinctus, 

Semicaperque  deus,  semideiisque  caper . 
Quseque  sub  arboribus  Dryades  latuere  vetustis 

Per  juga,  per  solos  expatiantur  agros. 
Per  sata  luxuriat  fruticet&que  Msenalius  Pan, 

Vix  Cybele  mater,  vix  sibi  tuta  Ceres ; 
Atque  aliquam  cupidus  prsedatur  Oreada  Fannus, 

Consulit  in  trepidos  dum  sibi  Nympha  pedes, 
Jdmque  latet,  latitdnsque  cupit  msd^  tecta  videri, 

Et  fugit,  et  fugiens  pervelit  ipsa  capi. 
Dii  quoque  non  dubitant  coelo  preeponere  sylvas, 

£t  sua  quisque  sibi  numina  fucus  habet. 
£t  sua  quisque  diu  sibi  numina  lucus  habeto, 

Nee  vos  arborei  dii  precor  ite  dome. 
Te  referant  miseris  te,  Jupiter,  aiurea  terns 

Ssecla,  quid  ad  nimbos  aspera  tela  redis  ? 
Tu  saltem  lent^  rapidos  age  Phoebe  jugales 

Qua  potes,  et  sensim  tempera  vens  eant ; 
Brumaque  productas  tard^  fbrat  hispida  noctet, 

Ingruat  et  nostro  serior  umbra  polo. 
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ELEG.  VI. 
Ad  Cabolum  Deodatum  ruri  commo  antem. 

Qui  cum  Jdibus  Decemb,  scripn$set,  et  ma  carmina 
ejccusaripostulasset  si  solitommus  essent  bona,  quod 
inier  lautUias  qt^ms  erat  ab  amids  excepUu,  haud 
satis  feliccm  operam  Musis  dare  se  posse  affirmahaL 
hoc  hahuit  responsum. 

MiTTO  tibi  saneim  non  pleno  fentre  salutem, 

Qui  tu  distento  fort^  carcre  potes. 
At  tua  quid  nostram  prokctat  Musa  camoenam, 

Nee  sin  it  optatis  posse  sequi  tenebrasT 
Canmioe  soire  velis  qu^m  te  redamimque  col&mque, 

Crede  mihi  vix  hoc  carmine  scire  queaa. 
Nam  neque  noster  amor  modulis  inclnditiir  arctis, 

Nee  ¥enit  ad  claudos  integer  ipse  pedes. 
Qu^m  ben^  solennes  epulas,  hiiavemque  Decembrem 

Festique  coelifugam  quee  cokiere  deam, 
Delicidscuie  refers,  hiberni  gaudia  ruris, 

Haustaque  per  lepidos  Gallica  musta  focos ! 
Quid  quereris  relugam  vino  ^Btpibiisque  poesin  ? 

Carmen  amat  Baociiumy  carmina  Bacciras  amaL 
Nee  puduit  Phaebum  virides  gestisse  corymbos, 

Atque  hederam  lauro  preeposuisse  suee. 
Ssepiiis  Aoniis  ciamavit  collibus  Euce 

Mista  Tliyoneo  turba  novena  choro. 
Naso  Coraliseis  mala  carmina  misit  ab  a^rris  : 

Non  illic  epulse,  non  sata  vitis  erat. 
Quid  nisi  vina,  rosdsque  racemifer^mque  Lyaeum 

Cantavit  brevibus  Tela  Musa  modis  ? 
Pindaricosque  inflat  numeros  Teumesius  Euan, 

Et  redolet  sumptum  pagina  quaeque  merum ; 
Dum  gravis  everso  currus  crepat  axe  supinus, 

Et  volat  Eleo  pulvere  fuscus  eques. 
Quadrimoque  madens  Lyricen  Romanus  laccho 

Dulc^  canit  Glyceran,  flavicomamque  Chloen. 
Jam  quoque  lauta  tibi  generoso  mensa  paratu 

Mentis  alit  vires,  ingeni6mque  fovet. 
Massica  Foecundam  despumant  pocula  venam, 

Fundis  et  ex  ipso  condita  metra  cado, 
Addimus  his  aites,  fusumque  per  intima  Phoebum 

Corda,  favent  uni  Bacchus,  Apollo,  Ceres. 
Scilicet  haud  mirum  tarn  dulcia  carmina  per  te 

Numine  coniposito  tres  peperisse  deos. 
Nunc  quoque  Thressa  tibi  caelato  barbitos  auro 
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Insonat  areuta  mollit^r  icta  manu ; 
Auditiirque  chelys  suspensa  tapetia  circuniy 

Virg^neos  tremulft  qus  regat  arte  pedes. 
lUa  tuas  saltern  teneant  spectacula  Musas, 

£t  revocenty  quantum  crapula  pellit  inere. 
Crede  mihi  dum  psallit  ebur,  comitat4x|ue  plectrum 

Implet  odoratus  festa  chorea  tholos, 
Percipiea  taciturn  per  pectora  serpere  Phcebum, 

Quale  repentinus  permeat  ossa  calor, 
P^rque  pmllares  oculos  digitQmque  sonantem 

Irruet  ia  totos  lapsa  Thalia  sinus. 
Namque  Elegia  levis  multonim  cura  deorum  est, 

£t  vocat  ad  numeros  quemlibet  ilia  suos ; 
Liber  adest  elegis,  £rat6que,  Ceresque,  Ven^sque, 

Et  cum  purpure&  matre  tenellus  Amor. 
Talibm  wA  licent  convivia  larga  poetis, 

ScBpiiis  et  veteri  commaduisse  mere. 
At  qui  ibelia  refert,  et  adulto  sub  Jove  ccdum, 

Heroasque  pios,  semidedsque  duces, 
£t  muBC  «ancta  canit  supeHim  consulta  deorum, 

Nunc  latrata  fero  regna  profiinda  cane, 
Ille  quUem  parc^  Samii  pro  more  magistri 

Vivat,  et  mnocuos  preebeat  herba  cibos ; 
Stet  prop^  fagineo  pellucida  lympha  catillo, 

Sobriaque  ^  puro  pocula  fonte  bibat. 
Additur  huic  ^celerisqtie  vacans,  et  casta  jurentus, 

Et  rigidi  mores,  et  nne  labe  manus. 
Qualis  veste  nitens  8acr&,  et  lustralibus  undis 

Sureis  ad  infensos  augur  iture  deos. 
Hoc  ntu  vixisse  ferunt  post  rapta  sagacem 

Lumina  Tiresian,  Ogygi^troqne  linon, 
£t  lare  <levoto  profugum  Calchanta,  senemque 

Orpheon  edomitis  sola  per  antra  fexis ; 
Sic  dapii  exiguus,  sic  rivi  potor  Homerut 

Dulidiium  vexit  per  freta  longa  vinim, 
£t  per  monstrificam  Perseiee  Phoebados  aulam, 

Et  vmda  ioemineis  insidiosa  sohis, 
Perque  tsas  rex  ime  domos,  ubi  sanguine  nigro 

Dicitur  umbrarum  detinuisse  greges. 
Diis  etenim  sacer  est  vates,  divAmque  sacerdos, 

Spirat  et  occakum  pectus,  et  ora  Jovem. 
At  tu  siquid  agam  scitabere  (si  mod6  sviltem 

Esse  putas  tanti  noscere  siquid  a^^am) 
Paciferum  canimus  coelesti  semine  Regem, 

Panstlique  sacra tis  ssecula  pacta  libris, 
Vagitiimque  Dei,  et  stabulantem  patipere  tecto 

Qui  suprema  suo  cum  Patre  regna  colit, 
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Stelliparumque  polum  modulanteaque  aBthere  turaias 

Et  subit6  elisos  ad  sua  fana  deos. 
Dona  quidem  dediinus  Christi  Natalibut  ilia. 

Ilia  sub  auroram  lux  mihi  prima  tulit. 
Te  quoque  pressa  manent  patriis  meditata  cicutiB, 

T\i  mihi,  cui  recitem,  judicis  instar  eris. 

ELEG.  VII.—Anno  iExATis  19. 

NoNDUM  blanda  tuas  leges  Amathusia  n6nuD, 

Et  Paphio  vacuum  pectus  ab  igne  fuit. 
Seepe  cupidineas,  puenlia  tela,  sagittas, 

Atque  tuum  sprevi  maxime  Dumen  Amor. 
Tu  puer  imbelles  dixi  transfige  columbas, 

Conveniunt  tenero  mollia  bella  duci. 
Aut  de  passeribus  timidos  age,  parve,  triumpfaot 

Hsec  sunt  militie  digna  trophna  tun. 
In  genus  humanum  quid  inama  dirigis  arma? 

Non  valet  in  fortes  ista  pharetra  viros. 
Non  tulit  hoc  Cyprius,  neque  enim  deus  uUns  ad  ins 

PfX)mptior  et  duplici  jam  fenis  igoe  caleU 
Ver  erat,  et  summse  radians  per  ciumina  villa 

Attulerat  primam  lux  tibi  Maie  diem : 
At  mihi  adhuc  refugam  qu»rebaat  lumioa  noctiem, 

Nee  matutinum  susUnuere  jubar. 
Astat  Amor  lecto,  pictis  Amor  impiger  alis, 

Prodidit  astanteiii  mota  pharetra  deum  : 
Prodidit  ct  facies,  ct  dulcd  minantis  ocelli, 

Et  quicqtiid  puero  dignum  et  Amore  iiiit. 
Talis  in  seterno  juvenis  Sigeius  Olympo 

Miscet  amatori  pocula  plena  Jovi ; 
Aut  qui  formosas  pcllexit  ad  oscula  nymphas 

Tliiodamantaeus  Naiade  raptus  Hylas. 
Addideratquc  iras,  sed  et  has  decuisse  pu tares, 

Addideratque  truces,  nee  sine  felle  minas. 
**  Et  miser  exemplo  sapuisscs  tutiiis,"  inquit, 

**  Nunc  mea  quid  possit  dextera  testis  eris. 
Inter  et  expertos  vires  numerabere  nostras, 

Et  faciam  vero  per  tua  damna  fidem. 
Ipse  ego,  si  nescis,  strato  Pythone  superbum 

Edomui  Phoebum,  cessit  et  ille  mihi ; 
Et  quoties  meminit  Peneidos,  ipse  fatetur 

Certiiis  et  graviiis  tela  nocere  mea. 
Me  nequit  adductum  curvare  peritiiis  arcum. 

Qui  post  terga  solet  vincere,  Paithus  eques : 
Cydoniusfiue  mihi  cedit  venator,  et  ille 

Inscius  uxori  qui  necis  author  erat. 
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Est  etiam  nobis  ingens  quoque  v ictus  Orion, 

Herculeseque  manus,  Herculeiisque  comes. 
Jupiter  ipse  lic^t  sua  fulmina  torqueat  in  me, 

Hserebunt  lateri  spicula  nostra  Jovis 
Cetera  quse  dubitas  meliiks  mea  tela  docebunt, 

£t  tua  non  levit^r  corda  petenda  mihi. 
Nee  te  stulte  tuse  poterunt  defendere  Musae, 

Nee  tibi  Phosbeeus  porriget  anguis  opem/' 
Dixit,  et  aurato  quatiens  mucrone  sagittam, 

Evolat  in  tepidos  Cypridos  ille  sinus. 
At  mihi  risuro  tonuit  ferns  ore  niinaci, 

£t  mihi  de  puero  non  metus  uilus  erat. 
Et  mod6  qu^  nostri  spatiantur  in  urbe  Quirites, 

£t  mod6  villarura  proxima  rura  placent. 
Turba  irequens,  faci^que  simillima  turba  dearum 

Splendida  per  medias  itque  reditque  vias, 
Auct&que  luce  dies  gemino  fulgore  coruscat, 

Fallor?  an  et  radios  hinc  quoque  Phoebus  habet. 
Hsec  ego  non  fugi  spectacula  grata  severus, 

Impetus  et  qu6  me  fert  juvenilis,  agor. 
Lumina  luminibus  mal^  providus  obvia  misi, 

Neve  oculos  potui  continuisse  meos. 
Unam  fort^  aliis  supereminuisse  notabam, 
.    Principium  nostri  lux  erat  ilia  mali. 
Sic  Venus  optaret  mortal ibus  ipsa  videri, 

Sic  regina  deAm  conspicienda  fuit. 
Hanc  memor  objecit  nobis  malus  ille  Cupido, 

Solus  et  hos  nobis  texuit  ante  dolos. 
Nee  procul  ipse  vafer  latuit,  multseque  sagitts, 

Et  facis  k  tergo  grande  pependit  onus. 
Nee  mora,  nunc  ciliis  hcesit,  nunc  virginis  ori, 

Insilit  hinc  labiis,  insidet  inde  ^enis  : 
Et  quascunque  agilis  partes  jacuiator  oberrat, 

Hei  mihi,  mille  locis  pectus  inerme  ferit. 
Protiniks  insoliti  subierunt  corda  furores, 

Uror  amans  intus  flamm&que  totus  eram. 
Interea  misero  quse  jam  mihi  sola  placebat, 

Ablata  est  oculis  non  reditura  meis. 
A  St  ego  progredior  tacit^  querebundus,  et  excors, 

Et  dubius  Yolui  sepe  referre  pedem. 
Findor,  et  hsec  remanet,  sequitor  pars  altera  votum. 

Raptaque  tarn  subit6  gaudia  flere  juvat. 
Sic  dolct  amissum  proles  Junonia  ccBlum, 

Inter  Lemniacos  pnecipitata  focos. 

Talis  et  abreptum  solem  respexit,  ad  Orcum 

Vectos  ab  attonitis  Amphiaraus  equis. 

2k 
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Quid  faciam  infelix,  et  luctu  victua?  Amores 

Nee  licet  inceptos  ponere,  neve  secpii. 
O  utinam  spectare  semel  mihi  detur  amatoe 

Vultus,  et  coram  tristia  verba  loqai ; 
Forsitan  et  duro  non  est  adamante  creata, 

Fort^  nee  ad  nostras  surdeat  ilia  preces. 
Crede  mihi  nullus  sic  infelicit^r  arsit, 

Ponar  in  exemplo  primus  et  unus  ego. 
Parce  precor  teneri  ciim  sis  deos  ales  amoris 

Pugnent  officio  nee  tua  facta  tao. 
Jam  tuus  O  cert^  est  mihi  formidabilis  arcus» 

Nate  de&,  jaculis  nee  miniis  igne  potens : 
Et  tua  fumabunt  nostris  altaria  donis, 

Solus  et  in  superis  tu  mihi  summus  eris. 
Deme  meos  tandem,  veriim  nee  deme  fiirores, 

Nescio  cur,  miser  et  suavit^r  omnia  amans  : 
Tu  modb  da  facilis,  posthsec  mea  siqua  futura  est, 

Cuspis  amaturos  ^^t  ut  una  duos. 


HjEC  ego  mente  olim  lttv&,  studi6que  supino 

Nequitise  posui  vana  trophsea  mess. 
Scilicet  abreptum  sic  me  malus  impulit  error, 

Indocilisque  setas  prava  magistra  fuit. 
Don^c  Socraticos  umbrosa  Academia  rivos 

Praebuit,  admissum  dedocuitque  jugum. 
Protiniis  extinctis  ex  illo  tempore  flammis, 

Cincta  rigent  multo  pectora  nostra  gelu. 
IJnde  suis  frigus  metuit  puer  ipse  sagittis, 

Et  Diomedeam  vim  timet  ipsa  Venus. 


EPIGRAMMATUM  LIBER 


1. 
IN    PRODITIONEM   BOMBARDICAM. 

Cum  simul  in  regem  nuper  satrapkaque  Britanoos 

Ausus  es  infandum  perfide  Fauxe  nefas, 
Fallor  ?  An  et  mitis  volaisti  ex  parte  yideri, 

£t  pensare  tnal&  cum  pietate  scelus  ? 
Scilicet  ho8  alti  missurus  ad  atria  cobIi, 

Sulphureo  curru,  flammivolisque  rotis. 
Qualiter  iUe  feris  caput  inviolabile  Parcis 

liquit  lordanios  turbine  raptus  agros. 

II. 

IN    EANDEM. 

icciNE  tent&sti  ccbIo  doiiassc  lacobum 

Qute  septemgemino  Bellua  monte  lates  ? 
Ni  meliora  tuum  poterit  dare  raunera  numen, 

Parce.  precor,  donis  insidiosa  tuis. 
Ille  quidem  sine  te  consortia  serus  adivit 

Astra,  nee  infemi  pulveris  usus  ope. 
Sic  poti(is  foedos  in  caelum  pelle  cucullos 

Et  quot  habet  biiitos  Roma  profana  deos, 
Namque  hac  aut  ali^  nisi  quemque  adjuveris  arte, 

Crede  mihi,  cceli  vix  bene  scandet  iter. 

III. 

IN    EANDEM. 

PuRGATOREM  auimae  derisit  lacobus  ignem, 
Et  sine  quo  superi^m  non  adeunda  domus. 

Frenduit  hoc  trina  monstrum  Latiale  coron&, 
Movit  et  horrificum  cornua  den  a  minax. 


"  £t  nee  iiiultiu"  ait  "  temnes  mea  sacra  Britaniie, 

Suppliciiim  sprcti  relljione  dabis. 
£t  si  Gtelligcraa  unquitm  pcnetravcris  afcet. 

Nun  nisi  per  flammas  triste  patebit  iter." 
O  qufiin  funeslo  ceciniati  proxima  vera, 

Vcibaque  poniteribus  vix  caritura  guis ! 
Nam  prope  Tartareo  salilim^  rotatua  ab  i^ 

Ibat  ad  sthereas  umbra  pemsta  plazas. 


Qf  EU  modi)  Roma  suia  dcvoverat  impia  diris, 
Et  Styge  damn&rat,  Tmnarioque  sum, 

Hunc  vice  mutati  jam  tollere  gestit  ad  aatni, 
Et  cupit  ad  lupcros  erelicre  usqne  deoa. 

IN    mVENTOHEM    BOMBAHDJk 

Iapbtiohidbm  Luidavit  cesca  votuatta, 
Qni  tulit  tetbeream  solis  ab  axe  llacem ; 

At  mihi  major  erit,  qui  lurida  creditor  anna, 
Et  trifidum  ftilmen  Burripuisse  Jovi. 


AD   LEONORAM    ROMjB  cahentem." 

AwoELus  uDicuiqiie  suns  sic  credite  geDtes 

Obliifit  ffitLerciB  ales  ab  ordinibus. 
Quid  minim  ?  Leonora  tibi  si  gloria  -major. 

Nam  tua  prtesentem  vox  sonat  ipsn  Dpuiti. 
Aut  Deus,  aut  vacui  cerlS  mens  tertia  coeli 

Per  ma  aecrelti  giittura  serpit  aKcns  ; 
Serpit  agens,  facilisquc  docel  morlalia  cords 

Scnalm  immortali  assiiescGre  pOSSC  soao. 
Qu6d  si  cuncta  qnid^m  Deus  est,  per  cunct&que  fusus 

In  te  un4  loquitur,  cjctera  mutus  habet. 


Altera  Torquatum  cepit  Leonora  poetam, 
Cujus  ab  insane  cessit  amore  furens. 

•  Ailriina  of  Mantua,  for  her  heiuly  mmained  the  Pair.  «nd 
her  jaTighler  Leimora  Haroni,  the  Ladynhom  MUtoncclrbntM 
io  these  three  Laliii  EpiBrams,  were  eiteemcd  by  th«ir  contem- 
ponrrei  the  finest  Brngcis  in  the  worlJ.— ITnrton. 
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A.h  miser  ille  tuo  quant6  feliciiis  eevo 

Perditus,  et  propter  te  Leonora  foret ! 
£t  te  Pieria  sensisset  voce  canentem 

Aurea  maternae  fila  movere  lyrae, 
Quamvis  Dircaeo  torsisset  lumina  Pentheo 

Ssevior,  aut  totus  desipuisset  ineis, 
Tu  tamen  errantes  csc&  vertigine  sensus 

Voce  eadem  poteras  composuisse  tusl ; 
Et  poteras  aegro  spirans  sub  corde  quietem 

Flexanimo  caotu  restituisse  sibi. 

VIII. 
AT>    EANDEM. 

C&EDULA  quid  liquidam  Sirena  Neapoli  jactas, 

Claraque  Parthenopes  fana  Acheloiados 
Littoreamque  tu&  defunctam  Naiada  rip^ 

Corpora  Chalcidico  sacra  dedisse  rogo  ? 
Ilia  quid^m  vivitque»  et  amoend.  Tibridis  und& 

Mutavit  rauci  murmura  Pausilipi. 
Illic  Romulidum  studiis  ornata  secundis, 

Atque  homines  cantu  detinet  atque  deos. 

IX. 
IN    SALMASH    HUNDREDAM.* 

Quia  expedivit  Salmasio  suam  Hundredam, 
Pic&mque  docuit  verba  nostra  conari  ? 
Magbter  artis  venter,  et  Jacobaei 
Centum,  exulantis  viscera  marsupii  regis. 
Quod  si  dolosi  spes  refulserit  nummi. 
Ipse,  Antichristi  qui  modo  primatum  Paps 
Minatus  uno  est  dissipare  sufflatu, 
Cantabit  ultr6  Cardinalitium  melos. 

X. 

IN    SALMASIUM.t 

Gaudete  scombri,  et  quicquid  est  pisciuLu  salo, 
Qui  frigidsL  hyeme  incolitis  algentes  freta  ^ 
\  estri^m  misertus  iUe  Salmasius,  Eques 

*  This  Epigram  is  in  Milton's  D^entio  against  Salmasitts. 

t  This  is  in  the  Difensio  tecfinda.  It  is  introduced  with 
the  following  ridicule  on  Moms,  the  subject  of  the  next  £pi- 
gmn,  for  having  predicted  the  wonders  to  be  worked  by  Salma- 
aiua's  new  edition,  or  rather  reply.  **  Tu  igitur  ut  pisciculus 
ille  anteambulo,  pnvcurria  balsnam  Salmasium." 
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Bonus,  amicire  nuditatem  cogitat ; 
Chartseque  largus  apparat  papyrinos 
Vobis  cucuUos,  praeferentes  Claudii 
Insignia,  nomenque  et  decus,  Salmasii  : 
Gestetis  ut  per  omne  cetarium  forum 
Equitis  clientes,  scriniis  mungentium 
Cubito  virorum,  et  capsulis,  gratissimos. 

IN    MORUM. 

Galli  ex  concubitu  gravidam  te,  Pontia,  Mori 
Quis  ben^  moratam,  mongerkmque,  neget  ? 

XII. 
AP0LOOU8  DE  RUSTICO  ET  HERO.* 

RusTicus  ex  malo  sapidissima  poma  quotannis 

Legit,  et  urbano  lecta  dedit  domino : 
Hinc  incredibili  fructilis  dulcedine  captus 

Malum  ipsam  in  proprias  transtulit  areolas. 
Hacten(is  ilia  ferax,  sea  longo  debilis  eevo, 

Mota  solo  assueto,  protiniks  aret  iners. 
Quod  tandem  ut  patuit  domino,  spe  lusus  inani, 

Damnavit  celeres  in  sua  damna  manus, 
Atque  ait,  **  Heu  quanto  satius  fuit  ilia  coloni, 

Parva  lic^t,  grato  dona  tulisse  animo ! 
Possem  ego  avaritiam  fraenare,  gul^mque  voracem : 

Nunc  periere  mihi  et  foetus  et  ipse  parens." 

Xlll. 

AD  CHRISTINAM    SUECORUM   REGINAM,  NOMINE 

CROMWELLI. 

Bellipotens  virgo,  septem  regina  tnonum, 

Christina,  Arctor  lucid  a  stella  poll  ! 
Cernis,  quas  merui  dur^  sub  casside,  rugas, 

Utque  senex,  armis  impiger,  ora  tero  : 
Invia  fatorum  dum  per  vestigia  nifor, 

Excquor  et  populi  fortia  jussa  manu. 
Ast  tibi  submittit  frontem  reverentior  umbra 

Nee  sunt  hi  vultus  regibus  usque  truces. 

*   This  piece  first  appeared  in  the  edition  1673 
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IN  OBtTVM  rBOCAVCBLLABII,  HEItlCl.* 

.Iimo  £tatu  17. 

Parkkb  Fati  digcitu  lei;Lbus. 
Man&ique  Fnrcse  am  date  supplicM, 
Qui  i>enduluni  telluru  orbcm 
KjMti  colitis  nepotes. 
Vos  si  relicto  mora  vogaTsnaro 
Semel  vocfttit  fltbilis,  lieu  Miofae 
Tf  ntantur  incassilm  doliqiie ; 

Per  tenebras  Stygis  ire  cerium  e»L  ! 

Si  destiQiitam  pellere  cjextern  | 

,  Mortem  valeret,  non  feius  Herctilea  ! 

Nessi  venenatiiB  ■cruore  ] 

^miithiajacuiaset  Oelil.  | 

Necfnude  turpe  Palladis  invidw  j 

Vidissetocci^um  Ilion  Hectora,  aiit 

Quern  larva  Pelrdis  peremit  I 

£□96  Locm,  Jove  lacrymante.  | 

Si  trirte  fetum  verba  Hecateia  , 

Fugare  possint,  Tflegoni  parens  j 

VixisseE  infamis,  poientique  I 

^giali  loror  usa  virga.  j 

NumenquG  triaum  fallere  91  qiieant  ! 

Artes  medentdm,  ignot^que  gramtna,  ; 

Non  ^anis  lierbiirum  Machaon 

Eurypyli  cecidissiet  liasti. 

*  Thn  Ode  ii  on  the  deilh  ot  Doctor  Jobn  QinXja.  Huter 
of  Caiut  Collfgf,  ■nil  King'i  Vnknoi  of  M<airiiie  at  Cim-  1 

briifte  J  who  died  wTiile  a  teeond  time  Vice- Chancel  lor  of  th»t  1 

Umvenitjr,  Id  Oclaber,  1628.  See  FuUer*i  Hit.  Camir.  p.  IM. 
Hilton  wu  DOW  Mvenieen.  Bui  he  i>  hen  called  ^xteen  in 
th«  (dilion*  of  I64fi,  and  1673— H'artM.  | 
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Lsesisset  et  nee  ie  Philyreie 
Sagitta  Echidnas  perlita  sanguine. 
Nee  tela  te  fulm^nque  ay i turn 
Ceese  puer  genitiicis  alvo< 
Tuque  O  alumno  major  Apolliae, 
G^ntis  togatae  cut  regimen  datum, 
Frondosa  quern  nune  Cin'ha  lugtl, 
Et  mediis  Helieon  in  undis. 
Jam  prsefuisses  Palladio  gregi 
Leetus,  superstes,  nee  sine  gloria,  .   . 

Nee  puppe  lustrdsses  Charontis 
Ilorribiles  barathri  reeessus. 
4t  Ala  rupit  Persephone  tua 
I  rata,  ciim  te  viderit  artibus 
Succoque  pollenti  tot  atris 
Faucibus  eripuisse  mortis. 
Colende  Preeses,  membra  precor  taa 
Molli  quiescant  eespite,  et  ex  tuo 
Crescant  rosee,  ealtheeque  bitsto, 
Purpureoque  hyacinthus  ore. 
Sit  mite  de  te  judicium  jEaei, 
Subrideatque  ^tnea  Proserpina, 
Interque  feUces  perennis 
Eljsio  spatiere  campo. 

IN    QUINTUM    NOVEMBRIS. 

Anno  jEiatia  17. 

Jam  pius  extremi  veniens  laeobus  ab  arcto 
j  Teucrigenas  populos,  lateque  patentia  regna 

i  Albionum  tenuit,  jamque  iiiviolabile  f(£dus 

Sceptra  Caledoniis  conjuxerat  Anglica  Scotis  : 
Pacificiisque  novo  fehx  div^sque  sedebat 
In  solio,  occukique  doli  securus  et  hostis : 
C6m  ferns  ignitiuo  regnans  Acheronte  tyrannus, 
Eumenidum  pater,  oethereo  vagus  exul  Olympo, 
Fort^  per  immensum  terrarum  erraverat  orbem, 
Dinumerans  sceleris  socios,  vernasque  fideles, 
Participes  regni  post  funera  nicesta  futuros  : 
Hie  tempestates  medio  ciet  aere  diras, 
lllic  unanimes  odium  struit  inter  amicos, 
Armat  ct  invictas  in  mutua  viscera  gentes  ; 
Regnaque  olivifera  vertit  florentia  pace,  • 

Et  quoscunque  vidct  puree  virtutis  amantes, 
Hos  cupit  adjicere  imperio,  fraudumque  magister 
Tentat  inaccessum  sceleri  corrumpere  pectus, 
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Insidiosque  local  tutrtas,  uaesfsque  lutentea 
TuDilit,  ut  incautos  rapiat,  ci^u  Caspia  lig^ris 
liuequUur  trepidam  Ue«erta  per  avia  prgEdam 
Nocle  sub  illuni,  el  somno  nictantibus  aatris. 
Talibus  infestat  populos  Summaous  et  urbes 
Cinutas  csruleffi  tiimanti  turbine  flammE. 
J4iu<|ue  fluentisonis  albentia  rupibus  arva 
Appareat,  et  lerra  Deo  dilecta  marino. 
Ciii  nomen  dederat  quoodam  Neptunia  prole«i, 
Ampbitryoniaden  qui  non  dubitavit  atrocsm 
.£qjore  tranato  furiali  poscere  bello, 
Ante  expugnatie  creduUa  seecula  TrojB. 

At  aiiDul  banc  opibusque  et  katA  pace  beatuni 
Aspicit,  et  pingues  donU  Cerealibus  agrm, 
Qu6dque  magb  doluit,  venerantem  numiita  veri 
Saitcta  Dei  populum,  tandem  suspiria  rnpit 
TurtiirpDS  t^es  et  luridum  olentia  supfaur; 
Quail. I  Trinacrii  triix  ab  Jove  clauBus  in  JEtak 
ElHat  tabifico  motislrosiis  ob  ore  Tiphnus. 
Ignescunt  ocuii,  stridetque  adaiuautinus  ordo 
Dentis,  ut  arniorum  fragor,  icl^que  cuapide  cuspis 
"  Atque  pererrato  solum  hoc  Lcrymabtle  muado 
Inveni,'  dixit,  "  geus  liaec  mihi  sola  rebetlis, 
Conteintriique  jugi,  oostraque  potentior  arte. 
Ilia  taroeo,  mea  si  quicquam  tentamina  possunt, 
Non  feret  hoc  inipund  diu,  non  ibit  inuIUi." 
Hactenus  ;  et  piceis  liquido  natat  aere  pennis; 
Qui  volat,  adversi  pnecursaot  agrniiie  venti, 
Densantur  uubeg,  et  crL-bra  tonitrua  fulgent. 

Jamque  pruinsaa  velos  euperaverat  Alpes, 
Et  tenet  Aiuoniae  fines,  k  parte  sinistra 
Nimbifer  AppenninuB  er.it,  priscique  Snbini, 
Dextra  beneficiis  infamis  Hetruria,  nee  noTi 
Te  furtira  Tibris  Thetidi  videt  oscuU  dunlem  : 
Hinc  Mavorti^ente  consistit  in  ar(^  Quiritii. 
Reddiderant  dubtam  jam  sera  crepuMuIn  lucem, 
Ctkni  circumgreditur  totum  Tricoronifer  urbem, 
Panificdsque  deos  portal,  scapulisque  vironim 
Evehitur,  pneeunt  submisso  poplite  teges, 
Et  mendicantAm  series  longissima  fmtruin  : 
Cere^ue  in  mantbug  geataut  funaliu  cBvi, 
Cimmeriis  natt  in  tenebrts,  vitfinique  tralietites. 
Tcmpta  dein  mtdlis  subeunl  lucentia  Uedts 
(Vesper  erat  sucer  istf  Petro)  fremitbique  cnncutAin 
Stepe  tliolos  implet  racuos,  et  inane  locorum, 
Qualitir  exulat  Bromius,  Bromiique  cntcrvii, 
Urgia  ctuitentea  in  Rchionio  Araeyntbo, 
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Dum  tremit  attonitus  vitreis  Asopus  in  undis, 
£t  procul  ipse  caT&  responsat  rape  Cithosron. 

His  igitur  tandem  solenni  more  peractis, 
Nox  senis  amplexus  Erebi  taciturna  reliquit^ 
Prsecipit^ue  impelMt  eqabs  stimulante  flageUo^ 
Captum  oculisTjphlonta,  MektQchoet^mqtie  fierocem, 
Atque  Acherontseo  prognatam  patre  Siofpen 
Torpidam,  et  hirsutis  horreatem  Phrica  capiUia. 
Interea  regum  domitor,  Phlegetontius  hflsrea 
Ingreditur  thalamos,  neque  enim  secretus  adulter 
Producit  steriles  moUi  sine  pellioe  noctea ; 
At  vix  compositos  somnus  claudebat  ooelloa, 
Ciim  niger  umbraram  dominns,  rect6n]iie  Alentto^ 
Pr(Bdat6rque  hominum,  falsi  sub  imagine  tectiis 
Astitit,  assnmptis  micuerant  tempora  canb, 
Barba  sinus  promissa  tegit,  cineracea  bngo 
Synnate  verrit  humum  vestis,  pend^tque  cucullits 
Vertice  de  raso,  et  ne  quicqnam  desit  ad  artes, 
Cannabeo  Inmbos  constrixit  fune  salaces. 
Tarda  senestratis  figens  vestigia  calceis. 
Talis,  uti  fama  est,  vasti  Franciscua  eremo 
Tetra  vagabatur  sohis  per  lustra  ferarum, 
Silvestrique  tnlit  genti  pia  verba  salutis 
Impius,  atque  lupos  domuit,  Libyc6sqiie  leones. 

Subdolus  at  tali  Serpens  velatus  amictn 
Solvit  in  has  fall  ax  ora  execrantia  voces ; 
*'  Dormis,  nate  ?  Eiiamne  tuos  sopor  opprimit  artus? 
Immemor  O  fidei,  pecordmque  obilite  tuonim  ! 
Dum  cathedram  venerande  tuam,  diademaque  triplex 
Ridet  Hyperboreo  gens  barbara  nata  sub  axe, 
Dumqiie  pliaietrati  spernunt  tua  jura  Britanni ; 
Surs^e,  age,  surge  piger,  Latinus  quern  Coesar  adorat, 
Cui  reserata  patet  convexi  janua  coeli, 
Turgentes  animos,  et  fastus  frange  procaces, 
Sacrilegique  sciant,  tua  quid  maledictio  possit, 
Et  quid  Apostolicae  possit  custodia  clavis  ; 
Et  memor  Hesperioe  disjectam  ulciscere  classem, 
Mersaque  Iberorum  lato  vexilla  profundo, 
Sanctorumque  cnici  tot  corpora  fixa  probose?, 
Thermodoontea  nuper  regnante  puella. 
At  tu  si  teuero  movis  torpsecere  lecto, 
Crescent^sque  negas  hosti  contundere  vires, 
Tyrrhenum  implebit  numeroso  milite  pontum, 
Signaque  Aventino  ponet  fulgentia  colle  : 
Reliquias  veteruni  franget,  flammisque  cremabit, 
Sacraque  calcabit  pedibus  tua  colla  profanis, 
Cujus  gaudebant  soleis  dare  Ixisia  reges. 
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Ner!  tumen  hunc  belUs  et  aperto  Marie  laccsiies, 
Irritus  ille  labor,  ta  callidus  utere  fraude, 
Quselibet  haeretices  disponere  retia  fas  est ; 
Jamque  ad  consilium  extremis  rex  magnus  ab  oris 
Patricios  Tocat,  et  procerum  de  stirpe  creatos, 
Grandserosque  patres  trabe4,  canisque  verendos ; 
Hos  tu  membratim  poteris  conspergere  in  auras, 
Atque  dare  in  cineres,  nitrati  pulveris  igne 
.£)dibus  injecto,  qnk  convenere,  sub  imis. 
ProtinOis  ipse  igitur  qnoscunque  hal)et  Anglio  fidos 
Propositi,  faetique  mone,  quisquimne  tuorum 
Audebit  summi  non  jussa  facessere  Papse  ? 
PerculsQsque  metu  subito,  casuque  stupentes 
Invadat  vel  Gallus  atroz,  vel  ssevus  Iberus. 
ScBCula  sic  illic  tandem  Mariana  redibunt, 
Tiique  in  belligeros  itenim  dominaberis  Anglos. 
Et  nequid  timeas,  divos  divasque  secundas 
Accipe,  qnotque  tuis  cekbrantur  numina  fastis." 
Duit  et,  adscitos  ponens  malefidus  amictus 
Fugit  ad  infandam,  regnum  illsetabile,  Lethen. 

Jam  rosea  Eoas  pandens  Tithonia  portas 
Vestit  inanratas  redeunti  lumine  terras 
Moestaque  adhuc  nigri  deplorans  funera  niti 
Irrigat  ambrosiis  montana  cacumina  guttis ; 
Ciim  somnos  pepulit  stellatse  janitor  auise, 
Noctumos  visus,  et  somnia  grata  revolvens. 

Est  bcus  cetem&  septus  caligine  noctis, 
Vasta  ruinoai  quondam  fundamina  tecti. 
Nunc  torvi  spdunca  Phoni,  Prodotseque  billinguis, 
Effera  quos  uno  peperit  Discordia  partu. 
Hie  inter  coementa  jacent  prserupt&que  saxa, 
Ossa  inhumata  viriim,  et  trajecta  cadavera  ferro  ; 
Htc  Dolus  intortua  semper  sedet  ater  ocellis, 
Jurgiaque,  et  stimulis  armata  Calunmia  &uces, 
Et  Furor,  atque  vise  moriendi  mille  videntur, 
Et  Timor,  exanguisque  locum  circumvolat  Horror, 
Perpetuoque  leves  per  muta  silentia  Manes 
Exululant,  telluset  sanguine  conscia  stagnat. 
Ipsi  etiam  pavidi  latitant  penetralibus  antri 
Et  Phonos,  etProdotes;  nulloquesequente  per  antrum. 
Antrum  horrens,  scopulosum,  atrum  feralibus  umbris 
Difiiigiunt  sontes,  et  retro  lumina  vortunt ; 
Hos  pugiles  Romoe  per  ssecnia  longa  fideles 
Evocat  antistes  Babylonius,  atque  ita  fatur. 

'*  Finibus  occiduis  circumfusum  incolit  cequor 
Gens  exoHa  mihi,  prudens  Natura  negavit 
Indignam  penitus  nostro  conjungere  mundo  : 


Illuc,  gk  jubeo,  celeri  contendile  gressu, 
Tarlareoque  leves  difSentur  piilyere  in  auru 
El  rex  et  pariier  aatrapce,  scelerata  propago, 
Et,  quotquot  6dei  calucre  cupidine  verce, 
Consilii  sDciog  adhibete,  opensqae  ministros." 
Fioierat.  rigid!  cupide  parueri  gemelli. 

Interea  longo  flectens  curvamine  cmxIom 
Deapicit  nlheiea  domiiius  qui  tiilgumt  arce. 
Vamique  perversm  ridet  couamina  tuibo, 
Atque  sui  causant  populi  volet  ipae  tueri. 

Esse  fenint  spatium,  qua  distat  ab  Aside  tarn 
Fertilk  Europe,  et  epectat  Mareotidae  undas ; 
Hie  turria  posita  est  Titanidoa  ardua  Famoe 
jGrea,  lata,  sonans,  ruUlis  vicinior  astris 
Quam  Buperimpoaitum  vel  Athos  vel  Pelion  OsMt. 
Mille  (oKs  aditusque  patent,  totidemque  fenestne, 
Araplaque  per  tenues  translucent  atria  moros : 
Excitat  htc  varios  plebs  agglomerata  suaurias ; 
Qualiter  iostrepitant  circum  mulcEralia  bombia 
Agmina  muscarum,  aut  texto  per  ovilia  junco, 
Dum  Can  is  testivum  cueli  petit  adua  culmen. 
Ipsa  qiiidem  summ^  sedet  ultrix  mattis  in  arce, 
Auribus  innumeris  cinctuiu  caput  eminet  oUi, 
Queis  aonitum  exiguum  trahit,  atone  leviaims  eaptat 
Murmura,  ab  extremis  patuli  conbnibtu  cH^is. 
Nee  tot,  Ariatoride  senator  inique  juvencn 
Isidos,  immiti  volvebas  lumioa  vultu, 
Lumina  non  uaquam  tacito  nutantia  sorono, 
Lumina  subjectas  late  spectantia  terras. 
Istis  ilia  solet  loca  luce  carentia  sKpe 
Perlustrare,  etiam  radianti  impervia  soli : 
Millenisque  loquax  audttaque  viaaque  lingois 
Cuilibet  effundit  temeraria,  venique  meDdos 
Nunc  miouit,  raodo  conHctis  aertnoiiibiis  ttuget, 
Sed  tamen  k  nostro  mernisti  carmine  laudes 
Fama,  bonum  quo  non  aliud  verocius  uUum, 
Nobis  digDii  cani,  nee  te  memorasse  ptg«bit 
Carmine  tarn  longo,  servali  scilicet  Angli 
Otficiis  vaga  diva  tuis,  tibi  reddimns  tequa. 
Te  Deus,  letemos  motu  qui  temperat  ignes. 
Fiilminc  premisgo  alloquitur,  tcrraque  tremente: 
Fama  ules  7  an  te  latet  impia  Papistariun 
Conjurata  cohors  in  meque  meosque  Diitaninos, 
F.t  novo  sceptigero  csdea  meditata  lacobo  t 
Nee  plura,  ilia  statim  scnsit  inandata  Tonanlis. 
Et  satis  ante  fugax  stridentis  induii  alas. 
Iiiduit  el  variis  exilia  corpora  plumi&: 
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Dextra  tubam  gestat  Temesaeo  ex  sare  sonoram. 
Nee  mofa  jam  pennis  cedentes  remigat  auras, 
Atque  parum  est  cursu  celeres,  prssvertere  nubes. 
Jam  ventos,  jam  solis  equos  post  terga  reliquit : 
£t  primo  Angliacas  soKto  de  more  per  urbes 
Ambiguas  voces,  incertaque  murmnra  spargit, 
Mox  arguta  dolos,  et  detestabile  vulgat 
Proditionis  6pu8,  nee  non  facta  hornda  dietu, 
Autheresque  addit  sceleris,  nee  garrula  caBcis 
Insidiis  loea  structa  silet ;  stapuere  relatis, 
Et  pariter  juvenes,  pariter  tremuere  puellsB, 
Effbetique  senes  pariter  tantaeque  mine 
Sensiis  ad  setatem  subito  penetraverat  omnem. 
Attamen  interea  popuii  miserescit  ab  alto 
iEthereus  pater,  et  eredulibus  obstitit  ausis 
Papicoliim ;  capti  pcenas  raptantur  ad  acres ; 
At  pia  thura  Deo,  et  grati  solvuntur  honores ; 
Compita  IsBta  focis  genialibus  omnia  fiimant ; 
Turba  choros  juvenilis  agit :  Quintoque  Novembris 
Nulla  dies  toto  occurrit  celebratior  anno. 

Amno  itiatis  17.     In  olnium  ProMUs  Elimm^ 

Apbuc  madentes  rore  8(|iialebant  gensB, 

£t  acca  nondum  lumma 
Adhuc  liquentis  imbre  turgebant  salis, 

Quern  nuper  efiudi  pius, 
Dum  moBSta  eharo  justa  persolTi  rogo 

Wintoniensis  Prsesulis. 
Gum  centilinguis  Fama  (pro  semper  mali 

Cladisque  vera  nuntia) 
Spargit  per  urbes  divitis  BritanniB, 

Populosque  Neptuno  sates, 
Cessisse  morti,  et  fereris  sororibus 

Te  generis  humani  decus. 
Qui  rex  saerorum  iM  fuisti  in  insulft 

Qua9  nomen  AnguiUsB  tenet. 
Tune  in  quietum  pectus  irft  protinus 

EbuUiebat  fervidft, 
Tumulis  potentem  ssspe  devolvens  deam  : 

Nee  vota  Naso  in  Ibida 
Ck>ncepit  aho  diriora  pectore, 

Graiusque  vates  parciu 
Turpem  Lycambis  exeeratus  est  dolum^ 

Sponsamque  Neobolen  suam. 
At  ecee  diras  ipse  dum  fundo  graves, 

£t  imprecor  neei  necem, 
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Audisse  tales  videor  attonitus  sonos 

Leniy  sub  aur&,  flamine  : 
CaBCos  furores  prone,  pone  ritream 

Bilemque  et  irritas  minas, 
Quid  temer^  violas  non  nocenda  ntunina, 

Subitoque  ad  iras  percita  ? 
Non  est,  ut  arbitraris  elusus  miser, 

Mors  atra  Noctis  fiKa, 
Erebove  patre  creta,  sive  Erinnye, 

Vastove  nata  sub  Chao  : 
Ast  ilia  coelo  missa  stellato,  Dei  I 

Messes  ubique  coHigit ; 
Animasque  mole  earned  reoonditas 

In  lucem  et  auras  evocat ; 
Ut  cum  fugaces  excitant  Horsa  diem 

Themidos  Jovisque  filiss ; 
Et  sempitemi  ducit  ad  vuHos  patrit  t 

At  justa  raptat  impios 
Sub  regna  funri  Inctuosa  Tartan, 

Sedesque  subterraneas. 
Hanc  ut  vocantem  Isatus  audin,  cito 

Foedum  reliqui  carcerem, 
Volatilesque  faustus  inter  militet 

Ad  astra  sublimis  feror ;  | 

Vates  ut  dim  raptus  ad  cAltim  aenex 

Auriga  curnis  ignei. 
Non  me  Bootis  temiere  lucidi  , 

Sarraca  tarda  frlgore,  aut 
Formidolosi  scorpionis  brachia, 

Non  ensis  Orion  tuus. 
Praetervolvavi  fulgidi  soils  globum,  [ 

Lone:6que  sub  pedibus  deam 
Vidi  triformem,  dum  coercebat  suos 

FraBnis  dracones  aureis. 
Erraticorum,  siderum  per  ordines, 

Per  lacteas  vehor  plagas, 
Velocitatem  saepe  miratus  novam, 

Donee  nitentes  ad  fores 
Ventum  est  Olympi,  et  regiam  cryBtaUynam.  et 

Stratum  smaragdis  atrium. 
Sed  hie  tacebo,  nam  quis  eflfare  queat 

Oriundus  humano  patre 
Amoenitates  illius  loci  ?  mihi 

Sat  est  in  etcmum  frui. 
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Ndturam  fum  pati  senium. 

Heu  qu4m  perpetuis  erroribus  acta  fatiscit 

Avia  mens  hominum,  tenebrisque  immeisa  profiindis 

Oedipodioniam  volvit  sub  pectore  noctem ! 

Quse  vesana  suis  metiri  facta  deoram 

Audety  et  incisas  leges  adamante  perenni 

Assimilare  suis,  nuUoque  solubile  ssclo 

Concilium  fad  perituris  alligat  horis. 

£rg6ne  marcescet  sulcantibus  obsita  nig^ 
Naturae  facies,  et  renim  publka  mater 
Omniparum  contracta  utenim  sterilescet  ab  aevo  ? 
£t  se  fassa  senem  mal6  certis  passibus  ibit 
Sidereum  tremebunda  caput  ?  num  tetra  vetustas 
Annorumque  seterna  fames,  squallorque  situsque 
Sidera  vexabunt  ?  an  et  insatiabile  Tempos 
Esuriet  Ccelum,  rapietque  in  viscera  patrem  ? 
Heu,  potuitne  suas  imprudens  Jupiter  arces 
Hoc  contra  munisse  nefas,  et  Temporis  isto 
Exemisse  malo,  gyrosque  dedisse  perennes  ? 
Ergo  erit  ut  quandoque  sono  dilapsa  tremendo 
Convexi  tabulata  niant,  atque  obvius  ictu 
Stridat  uterque  polus,  superique  ut  Olympius  aulft 
Decidat,  horribilisque  retect^  Gorgone  Pallag ; 
Qualis  in  JEgeam  proles  Junonia  Lemnon 
Deturbata  sacro  cecidit  de  limine  coeli  ? 
Tu  quoque  Phoebe  tui  casus  imitabere  nati 
Preecipiti  curni,  subitdque  ferere  ruini 
Pronus,  et  extinct^  fumabit  lampade  Nereos, 
Et  dabit  attonito  feralia  sibila  ponto. 
Tunc  etiam  aerei  divulsus  sedibus  Hsemi 
Dissultabis  apex,  imoque  allisa  barathro 
Terrebunt  Stygium  dejecta  Ceraunia  Ditem, 
In  superos  quibus  usus  erat,  fratemaque  beUa. 
At  Pater  omnipotens  fundatis  fortius  astriB 
I  Consuluit  rerum  summee,  certoque  peregit 

j  Pondere  fatorum  lances,  atque  ordine  summo 

I  Singula  perpetuum  jussit  servare  tenorem. 

Volvitur  hinc  lapsu  mundi  rota  prima  divrno ; 
Raptat  et  ambitos  socil^  vertigine  coelos. 
Tardior  hand  solito  Satumus,  et  acer  ut  olim 
Fulmineum  rutilat  cristate  casside  Mavors. 
Floridus  eetemiim  Phoebus  juvenile  coruscat 
Nee  fovet  efToetas  loca  per  declivia  terras 
Devexo  temone  Deus ;  sed  semper  amicli 
Luce  potens  eadem  currit  per  signa  rotarum, 
Surgit  odoratift  pariter  formosis  ab  Indis 
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j^hereum  pecus  albcDti  qui  coeit  Olympo 
Mane  vocans,  et  serus  agens  io  paacua  coeli, 
Temporis  et  gemino  dispertit  re^na  colore, 
Ful^et,  obitque  vices  altemo  Delia  comu ; 
Cxruleumque  ignem  paribus  complectitur  ulnis. 
Nee  variant  elementa  fidem,  soli  toque  firagore 
Lurida  perculsas  jaculantur  fulmina  rupes. 
Nee  per  inane  furit  leviori  murmure  CoruSy 
Stringit  et  armiferos  aequali  horrore  Gelonos 
Trux  Aquilo,  spiratque  hyemem,  nimbosque  volntat. 
Utque  solet,  Siculi  diverberat  ima  Pelori 
Rex  maris,  et  rauci  circumstrepit  sequora  concbft 
Oceani  Tubicen,  nee  vastll  mole  minorem 
^geona  fenint  dorso  Balearica  cete. 
Sed  neque  Terra  tibi  ssbcU  vigor  ille  vetuati 
Priscus  abest,  servatque  suum  Narcissus  odorem, 
Et  puer  ille  suum  tenet  et  puer  ille  decorem 
Phoebe  tuusque  et  Cypri  tuus,  nee  ditior  olim 
Terra  datum  sceleri  celavit  montibus  aurum 
Conscia,  vel  sub  aquis  gemmas.  Sic  denique  in  eeviim 
Ibit  cunctarum  series  justissima  rerum,  , 

Donee  flamma  orbem  populabitur  ultima,  lat^ 
Circumplexa  polos,  et  vasti  culmina  coeli ; 
Ingentique  rogo  flagrabit  macbina  muudi. 

De  Idea  Platonica  quemadmodum  ArisMeles  tnttlierit, 

DiciTE  sacrorum  praesides  nemorum  deae 
Tuque  O  noveni  perbeata  numinis 
Memoria  mater,  quaequi  in  immense  procul 
Antro  recumbis  otioso  ^temitas, 
Monumenta  servans,  et  ratas  leges  Jovis, 
Coelique  fastos  atque  ephemeridas  De(km, 
Quis  ille  primus  cujus  ex  imagine 
Natura  solers  Bnxit  humanum  genus, 
iEternus,  incorruptus,  aequsBVus  polo, 
Uniisque  et  universus,  exemplar  Dei  ? 
Haud  ille  Palladis  gemellus  innubas 
Interna  proles  insidet  menti  Jovis: 
Sed  quamlibet  natura  sit  communior, 
Tamen  seorsiis  extat  ad  morem  unius, 
Et,  mira,  certo  stringitur  spatio  loci ; 
Seu  sempitemus  ille  siderum  comes 
Coeli  porerrat  ordines  decemplicis, 
Citim^mve  terris  incolit  lunse  globum: 
Sive  inter  animas  corpus  adituras  sedens 
Obliviosas  torpet.  ad  Tithes  aquas  : 
Sive  in  remotu  forte  terranim  plaga 
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Incedit  ingens  liominis  archetypus  gigas, 
Et  diis  tremendus  erig^t  celsum  caput 
Atlante  major  portitore  siderum. 
Non  cui  profundum  caxntas  lumen  dedit 
Dirccens  augur  vidit  hunc  alto  sinu  ; 
Non  hunc  silent!  nocte  Pleiones  nepoa 
Vatum  sagaci  preepes  ostendit  clioro ; 
Non  hunc  sacerdos  novit  Assyrius,  licet 
Longos  vetusti  commemoret  atavos  Nini, 
Priscnmque  Belon,  inclytumque  Osiridem. 
Non  ille  trino  gloriosus  nomine 
Ter  magnus  Hermes  (ut  sit  arcani  sciens) 
Talem  reliquit  Icidis  cultoribus. 
At  tu  perenne  ruris  Academi  decus 
(Hsec  monstra  si  tu  primus  induxti  scholis) 
Jam  jam  poetas  urbis  exules  tuee 
Revocabis,  ipse  fabulator  maximus, 
Aut  institutor  ipse  migrabis  fbras. 

Ad  Patrem. 

Nunc  mea  Pierios  cupiam  per  pectora  fontes 
Irriguas  torquere  vias,  totumque  per  ora 
Volvere  laxatum  gemino  de  vertice  rivum ; 
Ut  tenues  oblita  sonos  audacibus  a  lis 
Surgat  in  officium  venerandi  Musa  parentis. 
Hoc  utcunque  tibi  gratum  pater  optime  carmen 
Exiguum  meditatur  opus,  nee  novimus  ipi 
Aptiiis  k  nobis  qus  possint  munera  donm 
Respondere  tuis,  quamvis  nee  maxima  possint 
Respondere  tuis,  nedum  ut  par  gratia  aonis 
Esse  queat,  vacuis  quae  redditur  arida  verbis. 
Sed  tamen  hsec  nostros  ostendit  pagina  census, 
£t  quod  habemus  opum  chartft  numeravimus  istft, 
Quae  mihi  sunt  nullee,  nisi  quas  dedit  aurea  Clio, 
Quas  mihi  semoto  somni  peperere  sub  autro, 
£t  nemoris  laureta  sacri  Parnassides  umbrs. 
Nee  tu  vatis  opus  divinum  despice  carmen, 
Quo  nihil  sethereos  ortus,  et  semma  cceli. 
Nil  mi^is  humanam  commendat  originc  mentam, 
Sancta  Prom^theae  retinens  vestigia  flammse. 
Carmen  amant  superi,  tremebundaque  Tartura  carmen 
Ima  ciere  valet,  divosque  ligare  profiindos, 
Et  triplici  duros  Manes  adamante  coercet. 
Carmme  sepositi  retegunt  arcana  futuri 
Phcebades,  et  tremulse  pallentes  ora  Sybillse ; 
Carmine  sacrificus  sollennes  pangit  ad  aras, 
Aurea  seu  stemit  motantem  comua  tiurum  ; 

2  L 
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Seu  cillm  fata  sagax  fumantibiu  abdita  fibrk 
ConsuUt,  et  tepidis  Parcam  scrutatur  in  extb. 
Nos  etiam  patxium  tunc  eum  repetemus  Olympimi^ 
^ternaeque   mor®  stabunt  immobiiis  abvi, 
Ibimus   auratis   per  coeli  templa  coronis, 
Dulcia  suaviloquo  sociantes  carmina  plectro, 
Astra  quibus»  geminique  poli  convexa  aonabunU 
Spiritus  et  rapidos  qui  circinat  iffneus  orbes. 
Nunc  quoque  sidereis  intercinit  ipse  choreis 
Immortale  melos,  et  inenarrabile  carmen; 
Torrida  dum  rutilus  compescit  sibila  serpens, 
Demissoque  ferox  gladio  mansuescit  Onon ; 
Stellarum  nee  sentit  onus  Maurusius  Atlas. 
Carmina  regales  epulas  ornare  solebant. 
Cum  nondum  luxus,  vastseque  immenaa  vorago 
Nota  guise,  et  modico  spumabat  coena  Lyco* 
Turn  de  more  sedens  festa  ad  convivia  rates 
^Isculei  intonsos  redimitus  ab  arbore  crines, 
Heroumque  actus,  imitandaque  gesta  canebat» 
Et  chaos,  et  positi  lat^  fundamina  mundi, 
Reptantesque  deos,  et  alentes  numina  glandesi 
£t  nondum  ^tneo  quassitum  fulmen  ab  antrou 
Denique  quid  vocis  modulamen  inane  juvabit, 
Verborum  sensusque  vacans,  numerique  loqiiacis  ? 
Silvestres  decet  iste  chores,  non  Orphea  cantus, 
Qui  tenuit  fluvios  et  quercubus  addidit  aures 
Carmine,  non  cithara,  simulachraque  functa  canefido 
Compulit  in  lacrymas ;  habet  has  a  carmine  laudes. 

Nee  tu  perge  precor  sacras  contemnere  Musas, 
Nee  vanas  inopesque  puta,  quarum  ipse  peritus 
Munere,  mills  sonos  numeros  componis  ad  aptos, 
Millibus   et  vocem   modulis  variare  canoram 
Doctus,    Arionii    merits  sis   nominis   hseres. 
Nimc  tibi  quid  minim,  si  me  genuisse  poetam 
Contigerit,  charo  si  tarn  prop^  sanguine  juncti 
Cognatas  artes,  studiumque  aflSne  sequamur  ? 
Ipse   volens   Phcebiis   se   dispertire   duobus. 
Altera  dona  mihi,  dedit  altera  dona  parenti, 
Dividuumque  Deum  genitorque  puerque  tenemus» 

Tu  tamen  ut  simules  teneras  odisse  Camcanas, 
Non  odisse  reor,  neque  enim,  pater,  ire  jubebat 
Quk  via  lata   patet,   qu^   pronior   area   lucri, 
Certaque  condendi  fulget  spes  aurea  nummi : 
Nee  rapis  ad  leges,  mal^  custoditaque  gentis 
Jura,  nee  insulsis  damnas  clamoribus  aures. 
Sed  magis  excultam  cupiens  ditescere  mentem 
Me  procul  urbano  strepitu,  secessibus  altis 
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Abductum   Aoiiise  jucunda    per  otia   ripse 
Phoebseo   lateri   com  item   fims    ire   beatum. 
Officium   chart   taceo   commune   parentis, 
Me  poscunt  majora,  tuo  pnter  optime  sumptu 
Cilm  mill!  Romulese  patuit  facundia  linguae, 
£t  Latii  veneres,  et  quae  Jovis  ora  decebant 
Grandia  magniloquis  elata  vocabula  Graiis, 
Addere  suasiste  quos  jactat   Grallia   (lores, 
Et  qiiam  degeneri  novus  Italus  ore  loquelam 
Fundit,  barbariscos  testatus  voce  tumultus, 
Quseque  Pal^estinus  loquitur  mysteria  vates. 
Dcnique  qiiicquid  habet  caelum,  subjectaque  C(b1o 
Terra  parens,  terraeque  et  coelo  interfluus  aer, 
Quicquid  et  unda  tegit,  pontique  agitabile  marmor. 
Per  te  nosse  licet,  per  te,  si  nosse  libebit. 
Dimot&que  venit   spectanda   scientia  nube, 
Nudaque  conspicuos  inclinat  ad  oscula  vultus, 
Ni   fugisse   velim,   ni   sit  lib&sse   molestura. 

I  nunc,  confer  opes  quisquis  malesanus  aritas 
Austriaci  gazas,  Periianaquc  regna  prseoptas. 
Quae  potuit  majora  pater  tribuisse,  vel  ipse 
Jupiter,  excepto,  donAsset  ut  omnia,  coelo? 
Non  potiora  dedit,  quamvis  et  tuta  fuissent, 
Publica   qui  juyeni  commisit   lumina  nato 
At  que  Hypertonios  currus,  et  fraena  diei, 
Et   circum   undantem   radiate   luce   tiaram. 
Ergo  ego  jam  doctae  pars  quamlibet  ima  catervae 
Victrices  hederas   inter,   laurosque  sedebo, 
Jamque  nee  obscurus  populo  miscebor  inerti, 
Vitabunque  oculos  vestigia  nostra  profanos. 
Este  procul  vigiles  ciirae,  procul  este  querelae, 
Invidiaeque  acies  transverso  tortilis  hirquo, 
Saeva  nee  aiiguiferos  extende  calumnia  rictus  : 
In  me  triste  nihil  ffcdissima  turba  potestis, 
Nee  vestri  «um  juris  ego ;   securaque  tutus 
Pectora,  vipereo  gradiar  sublimis  ab  ictu. 

At  tibi,  chare  pater,  postquam  non  aequa  merenti 
Posse  referre  datur,  nee  dona  rependere  factis, 
Sit  meroorftsse  satis,  repetitaque  munera  grato 
Percensere  animo,  fidaeque  reponere  menti. 

Et  vos,  O  nostri,  juvenilia  carmina,  lusus, 

Si  modo  perpetuos  sperare  audebitis  annos, 

Et  domini  superesse  rogo,  lucemque  tueri, 

Nee  spisso  rapient  oblivia  nigra  sub  Oreo, 

Forsitan  has  laudes,  decantatumque  parentis 

Nomen,  ad  exemplum,  sero  servabitis  aevo. 

2l2 
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jid  Salsillum  Poetam  Ronumum  €tgrotantem> 

SCAZ0NTE8. 

O  MusA  gressum  quae  volens  trahis  claudum, 
Vulcanioque  tarda  gaudes  incessu, 
Nee  sentis  illud   in  loco  minus  gratnm, 
QuiLfn   ciim  decentes  fiava   Deiope  suras 
Alternat  aureum  ante  Junonis  lectum, 
Adesdum  et  hsec  s'is  verba  pauca  Salsillo 
Refer,  Camoena  nostra  cui  tantum  est  cordi, 
Quamque  ille  magnis  prstulit  imment&  dtvis. 
Hsec  ergo   alumnis  iiie   Londini   Milto, 
Diebus  hisce  qui    suum   linquens   nidum 
Polique  tractum,  (pessimus  ubi  ventoruniy 
In   sanientis  impotensque  pulmonis 
Pemix  anhela  sub  Jove  exercet  flabra) 
Venet  feraces  Itali  soli   ad  glebas, 
Visum  superb^  cognitas  urb^  fbm& 
Virosque  docteque  indolera  juventutiSy 
Tibi  optat  idem  hie  fausta  multa  Sal^De, 
Habitumque  fesso  corpori  penitds  sanum ; 
Cui   nunc   profunda  bilis   mfestat  renes, 
Prsecordiisque   fixa  damnosum  spiral. 
Nee  id  pepercit  impia  qu6d  tu  Romano 
Tam  cultus  ore  Lesbium  condis  melos. 
O  dulce  div6m  munus,  O  salus  Hebes 
Germana !     Tuque  Phoebe  morborum  terror 
Pythone   Csso,   sive   tu   magis   Paean 
Libenter  audis,   hie   tuus  sacerdos  eat. 
Querceta   Fauni,   vosque  rore    vinoso 
Colles   benigni,    mitis   Evandri   sedes, 
Siquid   salubre   vallibus  frondet  vestris, 
Lavemen   aegro   ferte   certatim   vati. 
Sic   ille  charis  redditus  nirst^m  Musis 
Vicina   dulci   prata    mulcebit    cantu. 
Ipse    inter   atros   emirabitur  luces 
Numa,  ubi  beatum  degit  otium  eetemura, 
Suam  reclivis  semper  iBgeriam  spectans. 
Tumidusque  et  ipse  Tibris  hinc  delinitiis 
Spei  bavebit   annua   eolonorum : 
Nee  In  sepulchris  ibit  obsessum  reges 
Nimiilim   sinistro   laxus  irniens  loro : 
Sed  frsena  melius  temperabit  undarum, 
Adusque   eurvi   falsa   regna   Portumni. 
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MANSUS. 

Joannes  Baptista  Mansus  Marckio  Vilensis,  vir 
ingenii  laitde,  turn  litierarum  studio,  necnon  et 
beliica  virtute  apud  Italos  clarus  in  prhmis  est.  Ad 
quern  Torquati  Tasti  dialogus  extat  de  Amkitia 
scriptus  j  erat  enim  Tassi  amicissimus ;  ah  quo 
etiam  inter  Campania  prineipes  celebratur,  in  illo 
poemate  cui  titulus  Gerusalemme  Conquistata, 
lib  20. 

Fra  cayalier  magnanimi,  e  Corted 
Risplende  11  Manso 

Is  authorem  Neapoli  commoraniem  summa  benevolen- 
tia  prosecutus  est,  multaque  ei  detulii  humanitatis 
offida.  Ad  kunc  itaque  hospes  ilie  antequam  ab  ea 
urbe  discederet,  ut  ne  ingratum  se  ostenderatt  hoc 
carmen  misit. 

Haec  quoque  Manse  tuae  meditantur  cannina  laudi 
Pierides,  tibi  Manse  choro  notissime  Phoebi, 
Quandoquidem  ille  alium  baud  eequo   est  dignatus 
Post  Gralli  cineres  et  Mecaenatis  Hetrusci       [honore, 
Tu  quoque,  si  nostrte  tantum  valet  kun.  Camoense, 
Victrices   hederas  inter,   laurosque  sedebis. 
Te   pridem  magno  felix  concordia  Tasso 
Junxity  et  seternis  inscripsit  nomina  chartis. 
Mox  tibi  dalciloquam  non  inscia  Musa  Marinum 
Tradidic,  ille  tuum  did  se  gaudet  alumnum, 
Dum  canit  Assyrios  divAm  prolijnis  amores ; 
Mollis  et  Ausonias  stupefecit  carmine  nymphas. 
Ille  itidem  moriens  tibi  soli  debita  vates 
Ossa   tibi   soli,   supremaque   vota  reliquit. 
Nee  manes  pietas  tua  chara  fefellit  amici, 
Vidimus  aridentem  operoso  ex  aere  poetam.       [saut 
Nee  satis  hoc  visum  est  in  utnimque,  et  nee  pia  ces- 
Officia  in  tumulo,  cnpis  integros  repere  Oreo, 
Qu^  potes,  atqua  avidas  Parcarum  eludere  leges  : 
Amborum  genus,  et  varia  sub  sorte  peractam 
Describis  vitani,  moresque,  et  dona  Minervs; 
iEmulus  iliius  Mycalen  qui  natus  ad  altam 
Rettulit    .£olii     vitam     facundus     Homeri, 
Ergo  ego  te  Clicks  et  mag^i  nomine  Phoebi, 
Manse  pater,  jubeo  longum  salvere  per  asvum 
Missus  Hyperboreo  juvenis  peregrinus  ab  axe. 
Nee  tu  longinquam  bonus  aspemabare  Musam, 
Qu8D  nuper  gelida  vix  enutrita   sub    Arcto 
Imprudens  Itulas  ausa  est  volitare  per  urbes. 
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Nos  etiam  in  nostro  modiilantes  flu  mine  cygnos 
Credimus  obscuras  noctis  sensisse  per  umbras, 
Quk  Thamesis  late  puris  argenteus  urnis 
Oceani  Glaucos  perfundit  gurgite  crines. 
Quin  et  in  has  quondam  pervenit  Tityrus  oras. 
Sed  neque  nos  genus  incaltum,  nee  inutile  Phoebo, 
Qu^   plsiga   sepleno  mundi    sulcata    Trione 
Brumalem  patitur  longd  sub  nocte  Booten. 
Nos  etiam  colimus  Phoebum,  nos  munera  Phoebo, 
Flaventes  spicas,  et  lutea  mala  canistris, 
Halantemque  crocum  (perhibit  nisi  vana  vetustas) 
Misimus,  et  lectas  Druidum  de  gente  choreas. 
(Gens  Druides  antiqua  sacris  operata  deonim 
Heroum  laudes  imitandaque  gesta  canebant) 
Hinc  quoties  festo  cingunt  altaria   cantu 
Delo  in  herbosa    Graise  de  more   puellae 
Carminibus  Isetis  memorant  Corineida  Loxo, 
Fatadicamque  Upin,  cum  flavicomi  Hecaerge, 
Nuda   Caledonio    variatas   pectora   fuco. 
Fortunate  senex,  ergo  quacunque  per  orbem 
Torquaii  decus,  ct  nomen  celebrabitur  ingens, 
Claraque  perpetui   succrescet  fama  Marini, 
Tu  quoque  in  ora  frequens  venies  plausumque 
Et  parili  carpes  iter  immortale  volatu.   [vironim, 
Dicetur  tum  sponte  tuos  habitasse  penates 
Cynthius,  et  famulas  viiiesse  ad  limina  Miisas  : 
At  non  sponte  domuin  tamen  idem,  et  regis  adivit 
Rura    Pheretiadse    coelo    fugitivus  Apollo ; 
Ille  licet  magnum  Alciden  susceperat  hospes; 
Tanttim  ubi  clamosos  placuit  vitare  bubulcos, 
Nobile  mansueti  cessit  Chironis   in  antrum, 
Irriguous    inter  saltus    frondosaque    tecta 
Peneium  prope  rivum  :   ibi  soepe  sub  ilice  nigra 
Ad  citliarre  strcpitum  })Ianda  prece  victus  amici 
Exilii    duros    lenibat    voce    labores. 
Tum  neque  ripa  suo,  barathro  nex  fixa  sub  imo 
Saxa  steterc  loco,    nutat  Trachinia   rupes, 
Nee  sentit  solitas,  immania  pondera,  silvas, 
Emotseque  suis  properant  de  collibus  orni, 
Mulcenturque  novo  macrilosi  carmine  lynces. 
Diis  delecte  senex,  te  Jupiter  aequus  oportet 
Nascentem,  et  miti  lustrarit  lumine  Phoebus, 
Atlantisque  nepos  ;  neque  enim  nisi  charus  ab  ortu 
Diis  superis   poterit  ma^no   favisse  poetae. 
Hinc    lon^a?va   tibi    lento  sub   flore  senectus 
V'ernat,   et   .Esonios   liiciatur    vivida     fiisos, 
Nondnm  deeiduos  servans  tibi  frontis  honores, 
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Ingeniumque  vigens,  et  adultum  montis  acumen. 
()  mihi  si  mea  sors  talem  concedat  amicum 
Phoebaeos  decorasse  viros  jui  tam  bene  norit, 
Si  quando  indigenas  evocabo  in  carmine  reges, 
Arturumque  etiam  sub  terris  bella  movcntem ; 
Aut  dicum    invictsc    socinli    foedere    mcnsae 
Magnanimos  Heroas,  et  (O  modo  spiritus  adsit) 
Frangam  Saxonicas  Britonem  sub  M arte  phalanges. 
Tandem  ubi  non  tacitse  permensus  tempore  vitae, 
Annorumque  satur  cineri  sua  juro  relinquam, 
lUe  mihi  lecto  madidis  astaret  ocellis, 
Astanti  sat  crat  si  dicam  sim   tibi    curse; 
Ille  meos   artus    hventi  morte    solutos 
Curaret   parvet    componi    moliter  urna. 
Forsitan  et  nostros  ducat  de  roarmore  vultus, 
Nectens  aut  Paphia  myrti  aut  Parnasside  lauri 
Fronde  comas,  at  ego  secura  pace  quiesram. 
Tum  quoque,  si  qua  fides,  si  prsemia  certa  bonorum, 
Ipse  ego  cxlicolilm  semotus  in  eethera  dir^^m, 
Qu6  labor  et  mens  pura  vehunt,  atque  ignea  virtus, 
Secrcti  haec  aliqua  mundi  de  parte  videbo 
(Quantum  fata  sinunt)  et  tota  menta  sereni^m 
Ridens  purpureo   sufFundar   himine    vultus, 
Et  simul  aetnereo  plaudam  mihi  isetus  Olympo. 


EPITAPHIUM  DAMONIS. 

ARGUMENTUM. 

Thynls  et  Damon  cijusdem  vidnic  pastores,  eadem  studla  lecatl  a 
pueritia  amid  erant,  ut  qui  plurimum.  Thyrti«  animi  cauia  pro- 
fectus  percgre  de  obitu  Damonis  nundum  accepit.  Domum  postea 
rerersus,  et  rem  Ita  ease  comperto,  le,  suamque  soUtudinem  hoc 
carmine  dcplorat.  Damonii  autem  >ub  penona  hie  IncellJgitur 
Carolus  Deodatus  ex  urbe  Hctruriic  Liica  patemo  genere  oriundus, 
cetera  Anglus :  ingenio,  doctrina,  darissimisque  crteiis  rirtuttbus, 
dum  vivcrit,  juveuii    cgrcgiun. 

HiMERiDES  nymphse  (dam  vos  et  Daphnin  I't 
Et  plorata  diu  meministis  fata  Bionis)    [Hylan, 
Dicite  Sicelicum  Thamesina  per  oppida  carmen : 
Quas  miser  cffudit  voces,  quae  murmura  Thyrsis, 
Et  quibus  assiduis  exercuit  antra  querelis, 
Fluminac|UP,  fontesquevaffos,  memorumqiie  recessus, 
Dum  sibi  praircptum  queritur  Damona,  nequealtam 
Luctibus  exeunt  noctem  loca  sola  pererrans. 
Et  jam  bis  viride    surgebat    calmus  arista, 
Et  totidem  flavas  numerabant  horrea  messes, 
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Ex  quo  summa  dies  tulerat  Damona  sub  umbras. 
Nee  dum  aderat  Tbyrsis  ;  pastorem  scilicet  ilium 
Dulcis  amor  Muss  Thusca  retinebat  in  urbe. 
Ast  ubi  mens  expleta  domum,  peconsque  relicti 
Cura  vocat,  simul  assueti  sedttque  sub  ulmo. 
Turn  verb  amissum  turn  denique  sentit  amicum, 
Coepit  et  immensum  sic  exonerare  dolorem. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacac,  agni. 
Hei  mihi !  quae  terris,  quae  dicam  numioa  c<b1o, 
Postquam  te  immiti  rapuerunt  funere  Damon ! 
Siccine  nos  linquis,  tua  sic  sine  nomine  virtus 
Ibity  et  obscuris  numero  sociabitur  umbris? 
At  non  ille,  animas  virgi  qui  dividit  aureft, 
Ista  velit,  dignumque  tui  de  ducat  in  agmen, 
Ignavumque  procul  pecus  aroeatomne  silentum. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Quicquid  erit,  cert^  nisi  me  lupus  antd  videbit, 
Indeplorato    non  comminuere  sepulchro, 
Constabitque  tuus  tibi  honos,  longumque  vigebit 
Inter  pastores:    Illi  tibi  vota   secundo 
Solvere  post  Daphnin,  post  Daphnin  dicerelaudet 
Gaudebunt,  dum  rura  rales,  dum  Faunus  amabit : 
Si  quid  id  est,  priscamque  fidem  coluisse,  pidmqu  *, 
Palladi&sque  artes,  sociiimque  babuisse  canorum. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  a^^ni 
Haec  ti  bi  certa  manent ,  tibi  erun t  haec  praemia  Damon, 
At  milii  quid  tandem  fiet  mod6  ?  quis  mihi  fidus 
Haerebit  lateri  comes,   ut  tu  saepe  solebas 
Frigoribus  duris,  et  per  loca  fceta  pruinis, 
Aut  rapido  sub  sole,  siti  morientibus  herbis  ? 
Sive  opus  in  magnos  fuit  emini^s  ire  leones, 
Aut  avidos  tcrrere  lupos  praesepibus  altis ; 
Quis  fando  sopire  diem,  cantuque  solebit  ? 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Pectora  cui  credam  ?  quis  me  lenire  docebit 
Mordaces  curas,  quis  Ion  gam  failere  noctem 
Dulcibus  alloquiis,  grate  ciim  sibilat  igni     [auster 
Molle  pyrum,  et  nucibus  strepitat  focus,  et  malus 
Miscet  cuncta  foris,  et  desuper  intonat  ulmo  ? 

Ite  domum  impasti  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Aut  jEsta^e,   dies  medio  dum  veritur  axe, 
Ciiin  Pan  sesculea  somnum  capit  abditus  umbr4, 
Et  repetunt  sub  aquis  sibi  not  a  sedilia  nymphae, 
Pastoresque  latent,  stcrtit  sub  sepe  colonus, 
Quis  mihi  bland itiasquc  tuns,  quis  turn  mihi  risus, 
Cecropiosque  sales  reteret,  cultosque  leporos? 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agiu. 
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At  jam  Kths  agros,  jam  pascua  solus  obcrro, 
Skiibi  ramosffi   densantur   vallibui   umbrce, 
Ilic  serum  enpecto,  supra  caput  itnber  eC  EuruB 
Triste  sonant,  fractteque  aetata  crepuscula  sylvse. 

Itedomum  iiiipusti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agtii. 
Heu  quam  culta  mthi  priAs  arva  procacibus  lierbts 
liivolvuntur,  et  ipse  situ  seges  alta  fatiscit ! 
Innubn  ne|^cU)  morceBcit  et  uva  racemo. 
Nee  myrteta  juvant ;  ovium  qnoque  tRdet,  at  ilbe 
Mcerent,  inque  auum  convertunt  ora  magUtrum. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agtii. 
Tityias  ad  Corylos  vocat,  Alpnesibaus  sd  ornos, 
Ad  Bailees  Aegon,  ad  llumina  pulcher  Amyntas, 
Hie  gelidi  fontcs,  hie  illita  gramina  musco. 
Hic'Zephyri,  hicplacidasinttrersepitarbutasundas; 
lata  canunt  surdo,  fhitices  ego  nactus  abibam. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Mopsus  ad  hiEC,  nam  me  redeuntem  forte  notAral, 
(El  callebat  avium  linguas.  et  sidere  Mopsus) 
Thyrsi  quid  hoc  ?  dix'l,  qute  te  coquit  rmproba  bilia  ? 
Ant  te  perdit  amor,  aut  te  mali  t'nscinat  astrum, 
Saturni  grave  snpe  fiiit  pastnribus  asirum, 
Inttmaque  obliquo  figit  prKcordia  plumbo. 

Ite  domum  impasti  dominojam  non  vacat,  agiii 
Mirant'ir  nymphac,  el  quid  te  Thyrsi  futurum  est  ? 
Quid  tibi  vis?  aiunt,  non  htec  solet  esse  juvenis 
Nubila  frons,  oculique  truces,  vultnsque  seven, 
ilia  choros,  tnsusque  leves,  et  semper  amorcm 
Jure   petit,   bis  ille   miser  qui   seru,s   >imHvit. 

Ite  aomnm  impasti,  dominojam  non  vacat,  ngni. 
Venit  Hyas,  Dryoptque,  et  filia  Baucidis  Aegle 
Uocta  modos,  cithneque  sciens,  sed  perdita  fiistu, 
Venit    Idumanii    Chloris    vicina    lluenii ; 
Nil   me  blanditij,   nil  me   soiantia  vei'ba. 
Nil  me,  si  quid  adest,  movet,  aut  spesulla  fiiluri. 

lie  domum  impasti,  dominojam  nan  vacat,  ngni, 
Hei  mihi  quam  similes  ludunt  per  prata  jtivenci, 
Omnes  unanimi  secum   sibi   lege   sod  ales. 
Nee  magls  hnnc  alio  qutsquam  secernit  amicum 
De  grege,  si  densi  veniunt  ad  pabula  thoes, 
Inque  vicem  himiti  paribus  junguntur  onagri; 
hex  eadem  pelagi,  deserto  in  utlore  Proteus 
Agmina  phocarum  numerat,  viliique  voluerum 
Passer  habet  semper  quicum  sit,  et  omnia  circum 
Farm  libena  volitet,  ser6  sua  lecta  rcvisens, 
Quem  si  tors  leiho  ohjecit,  seu  milvus  adutiea 
Fata  tulit  rostro,  seu  stravit  arundiiie  fbssor. 
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Protinus  ille  alium  socio  petit  inde  volata. 
Nos  durum   genus,   et  diris  exercita    &tis 
Gens  homines  aliena  animis,  et  pectore  diaooriy 
Vix  sibi  quisque  parem  de  miUibus  invenit  unum, 
Aut  si  sors  dederit  tandem  non  aspere  rotis, 
[Hum  inopina  dies  qu&  non  speraveris  horft 
Surripit,  setemum  linquens  in  sscula  damnum. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Heu  quis  me  ignotas  traxit  vagus  error  in  oras 
Ire   per   aereas   rapes,   Alpemque  nivosam ! 
Ecquid  erat  lanti  Romam  vidisse  sepultam, 
(Quamvis  ilia  foret,  qualem  dum  viseret  oUm, 
'Htyrus  ipse  suas  et  oves  et  nira  reliquit ;) 
Ut  te  tam  dulci  possem  caruisse  sodale, 
Possem  tot  maria  ulta,  tot  interponere  montet. 
Tot  sylvas,  tot  saxa  tibi,  fluviosque  sonantes! 
Ah  cert^  extremiiim  licuisset  tangere  dextram, 
Et  bene  compositos  placid^  morientis  oceOos, 
Et  dixisse  vale,  nostri  memor  ibis  ad  astra. 

Ite  domum  impusti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Quamquam  etiam  vestri  nunquam  meminisse  pigebit, 
Pastores  Thusei,  Musis  operata  juventus,       (^mon 
Hie  Charis,  atque  Lepos ;  et  Thuscus  tu  quoque  Da- 
Antiqud  genus  unde  petis  Lucumonis  ab  urbe. 
O  ego  quantus  eram,  gelidi  cum  stratus  ad  Ami 
Murmura,  popiileumque  nemus,  quk  mollior  herba, 
Carpere  nunc  violas,  nunc  summas  carpere  myrtos, 
Et  potui  Lycidse  certantem  audire  Menalcam. 
Ipse  etiam  ten  tare  ansus  sum,  nee  puto  multiim 
Displi(!ui,  nam  sunt  et  apud  me  munera  vestra 
Fiscellje,  catlialique,   et  cerea  vincla  cicutsB, 
Quill  et  nostra  suas  docuerunt  nomina  fagos 
Et  Datis,  et  Francinus,  erant  et  vocibus  ambo 
Et  studiis  noti,  Lydorum  sani^uinis  ambo. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Hsec  mihi   turn  leeto  dictabat  roscida  luna, 
Dum  solus  teneros  claudebam  cratibus  hoedos. 
Ah  quoties  dixi,  cibn  te  cinis  ater  habebat. 
Nunc  canit,  aut  lepori  nunc  tendit  ratio  Damon, 
Vimina  nunc  texit,  varies  sibi  quod  sit  in  usus ' 
Et  quae  tum  tacili  sperabam  mente  fiitura 
Arripui   voto   levis,    et    praesentia   finxi, 
Hcus  bone  numquid  a|^is?  nisi  te  quid  forte  retardat, 
Inius?  et  arp:uta  pauldm  recubamus  in  umbrd, 
Aut  ad  aquas  Cohii,  aut  ubi  jugera  Cassibelauni? 
Tumihipercnrresmedicos,tua^ramina,succos,[cinthi» 
Helleborumque,  liumilesque  crocos,  foliumque  hya- 
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Quasqae  habet  ista  palus  herbas,  artesque  medentAm. 
Ah  pereant  herbse,  pereant  artesque  medentiim, 
Gramina,  postquam  ipsi  nil  profecere  magistro. 
Ipse  etiam,  nam  nescio  quid  mihi  grande  sonabat 
Fistula,  ab  undecimli  jam  lux  est  sdtere  nocte, 
£t  turn  forte  novis  adm6ram  labra  circutis, 
Dissiluere  tamen  rapti  compage,  nee  ultra 
Ferre  graves  potuere  sonos,  dubito  quoque  ne  sim 
Turgid  ulus,  tamen  et  referam,  vos  credite  sylvee. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Ipse  ego  Dardanias  Rutupina  per  sequora  puppes 
Dicam,  et  Pandrasidos  regnum  vetus  Inogeniae,]  num. 
Brenniimque  Arvigar{imque  duces,  prisc6mque  Beli 
£t  tandem  Armoricos  Britonum  sub  lege  colonos  ; 
Turn  gravidam  Arturo  fatali  fraude  logernen, 
Mendaces  vultus,  assumptaque  Grorlois  arma, 
Merlini  dolus.     O  mihi  tum  si  vita  supersit, 
Tu   procul   annosa   pendebis   fistula  pinu 
Multt^m  oblita  mihi,  aut  patriis  mutata  Camoenis 
Brittonicum  strides,  quid  enim  ?  omnia  non  licet  uni, 
Non  sperftsse  uni  licet  omnia,  mi  satis  ampla 
Merces,  et  mihi  graiide  decus  (sim  ignotus  in  sevum 
Tum  licet,  extemo  penitusque  inglorius  orbi) 
Si  me  flava  comas  legat  Usa,  et  potor  Alauni, 
Vorticibusque  frequens  Abra,  et  nemus  omneTreantce, 
£t  Thamesis  mens  ante  omnes,  et  fusca  metallis 
Tamara,  et  extremis  me  discant  Orcades  undis. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Haec    tibi   servabam   lentd   sub   cortice   lauri, 
Hsec,  et  pliira  simul,  tum  quae  mihi  pocula  M ansus, 
Mansus   Chalcidicse   non   ultima   gloria   ripse, 
Bina  dedit,  minim  artis  opus,  mirandus  et  ipse, 
Et  circum  gemino  cselaverat  argumento  : 
In  medio  rubri  maris  unda,  et  odoriferum  ver, 
Littora  longa  Arabum,  et  sudantesbalsama  sylvae. 
Has  inter  Phoenix  divina  avis,   unica   terris 
CseruleQm    fulgens    diversicoloribus    alls 
Auroram  vitreis  surgentem   respicit  undis. 
Parte  alia  polus  omnipatens,  et  magnus  Olympus, 
Quis  putet?  hie  quoque  Amor  pictaeque  in  nubepha- 
Arma  corusca  faces,  et  spicula  tincta  pyropo ;  [reirae 
Nee  tcnues  animas,  pect{isque  ignobile  vulgi 
Hinc  ferit,  at  circiim  flammantia  lumina  torqucns 
Semper  in  erectum  spargit  sua  tela  per  orbes 
Impigar,  et  pronos  nunquam  collimat  ad  ictus 
Hinc  mentes  ardere  sacrse,  formseque  deorum. 
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Tu  quoque  in  his,  nee  me  fallit  spes  lubrica,  Damon 
Tu  quoque  in  his  cert^  es,  nam  qu6  tua  dulcis  abiret 
Sanct4que  simplicitas,  nam  qu6  tua  Candida  virtus  ? 
Nee  te  Lethseo  fas  qussivisse  sub  orco. 
Nee  tibl  conveniunt  lacrymse,  nee  flebimus  ultr^, 
Ite  proeul  laeryms,  purum  colit  aethcra  Damon, 
iEthera  purus  habet,  pluvmm  pede  reppulit  arcum  ; 
Heroiimque  animas  inter,  div^sque  perennes, 
iEthereos  haurit  latiees  et  gaudia  potat 
Ore  sacro.     Quin  tu  eoeli  post  jura  recepta 
Dexter  ades,  placid^sque  fave  qnicunque  Tocaris, 
Seu  tu  noster  eris  Damon,  sive  equior  audis 
Diodotus,  quo  te  divino  nomine  cuncti 
Ccelicols  norint,  sylvisque  yoeabere  Damon. 
Qu6d  tibi  purpiires  pudor,  et  sine  labe  jyiventus 
Grata  fuit,  quod  nulla  tori  libata  voluptas, 
En  etiam  tibi  virginei  servantur  honores ; 
Ipse  caput  nitidum  cinctus  rutilante  corona, 
Leetaque  frond  entis  gestans  umbracula  palmas 
Sternum  perages  immortales  hymenaeos; 
Cantus  ubi,  choreisque  furit  lyra  mista  beatis, 
Festa  Sioneeo  baeehantur  €i  Orgia  Thyrso. 

JAN.    23,   1646.      AD  JOANNSM  ROUSIUM  0X0NISN8IS 
ACADEMLiE    BIBLIOTHBCARIUM. 

De  lihro  Poematum  amisso,  quern  ille  sibi  denuo  mitti 
postulabit  ut  cum  aliis  nostris  in  hibliotheca  re- 
ponerety  Ode, 

STROPHE    I. 

Gemelle  cultu  simplici  gaudens  liber, 

Fronde  licet  gemina, 

Munditieque  nitens  non  operos^, 

Quam  manus  attulit 

Juvenilis  olim, 

Sedula  tamen  baud  nimii  poetae  ; 

Dum  vagus  Ausonias  nunc  per  umbras, 

Nunc  Britannica  per  vireta  lusit 

Insons  populi,  barbitoque  devius 

Indnlsit  patrio,  mox  itidem  pectine  Daunb 

Longinquum  intonuit  melos 

Vicinis,  et  bumnium  vix  tetigit  pede  ; 
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AKTisraorHB. 


Quis  te  panre  liber,  quia  te  fratribon 

Subduxit  reliquis  dolo  ? 

Cum  tu  missus  ab  urbe, 

Docto  jugiter  obaecrante  amico, 

niustre  tendebas  iter 

Tkamesis  ad  incunabula 

Csrulei  patris, 

Fontes  ubi  limpidi 

Aonidem,  thyasusque  sacer 

Orbi  notus  per  immensos  ' 

Temporum  lapsus  redeunte  codo^ 

Celeberque  futurus  in  sevum ; 

STROPHE  n* 

Modb  quis  deus,  aut  editus  deo 

Pristinam  gentis  miseratus  indolem 

(Si  satis  nozas  luimus  priores, 

Mollique  luxu  degener  otium) 

Tollat  nefandos  civium  tumultut, 

Almaque  revocet  stadia  sanctus, 

£t  relegatas  sine  sede  Musas 

Jam  ped&  totis  finibus  Angligen^m  ; 

Immundasque  volucres 

Unguibus  imminentes 

Figat  Apoiine&  pharetrll 

Phm^amque  abigat  pestem  procnl  amne  Pegaifo 

Quin  tu,  libelle,  nuncii  licet  matt 

Fide,  yd  oscitantii 

Semel  erraveris  agmine  fratrum, 

Seu  quis  te  tene&t  specus, 

Sen  que  te  latebra,  forsan  unde  vili 

Calo  ter^ris  institoris  infiilsi, 

Leetare  felix,  en  iterum  tibi 

Spes  nova  fulget  posse  profimdam 

Fugere  Lethen,  vehique  superam 

In  Jovis  aulam  remige  pennA ; 

8TBOPHS  III* 

Nam  te  Rotirius  sui 
Optat  peculi,  numerbque  juste 
Sibi  polUsitum  queritur  abeese, 
Rogatque  venias  ille  cujus  inclyta 
Sunt  data  virAm  monumenta  cur» : 
Teque  aditis  etiam  sacris 


ta^MXtrm  lii 


3  abis,  dextii  prece  n 
Ulic  legeris  inter  all*  nonuoa 
Aulbonim,  Gr^K  simul  et  Latiue 
Antique  genii*  Luiniiu,  et  venm  dti 


Vos  tandem  haad  vacui  md  t&bores, 

Quicquid  hoc  slerile  fiidit  iagennrm. 

Jam  serJ)  placidam  sperare  jabeo 

Periiinciam  inTnlift  re*)uiem,  sedesque  beatas 

Quas  bonus  Hermes 

Et  lutela  da  bit  solers  Ro'usi. 

Qno  neqne  lineua  pTfKWt  Tulgi  penetnbH.  atqoe 

Tutba  legentnin  prava  fecesiet :  Pong£ 

At  nltimi  nepotes, 

Et  cordaiioT  wtas 

Judicia  rebus  K<^uiora  forsitan 

Adhibcbit  inte^jo  wnu. 

Turn  liTore  sepulto, 

Si  quid  meremur  sana  poaterHas  sciet 

Roiisio  fovenlc. 

Ode  tribus  constat  Stropliis,  totidemqne  Antistro- 
phi«,  unl  detnum  Epodo  claueis,  qaas,  tametu  omnes 
Dec  versuum  numero,  nee  certjs  ubique  colis  exacti 
respondeant,  ita  taniea  secuiaius,  commode  lefendi 
potids,  quAm  ad  antiquoa  concinendi  modos  rationem 
ipectanto*.  Alioquin  hoc  genus  rectitiB  fortassedici 
monCMtiophiciiiu  debuer^l.     Hetra  partim  «int    tori 
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ex^ffiv,  partim  &7ro\f\vfiiva,  Phaleucia  quae  sunt 
Spondseum  tertio  loco  bis  admittunt,  quod  iidem  in 
secundo  loco  Catullus  ad  libitum  fecit. 

AD    CHRISTINAM    SUECORUM    REOIKAM    KOlflNB 

CROMWELLI. 

Bellipotens  Virgo,  septem  Regina  Trionum, 

Christina,  Arctoi  lucida  Stella  poli, 
Cemis  quas  raerui  dura  sub  casside  rugas, 

Utque  senex  arrais  impiger  ora  tero  ; 
Invia  fatonim  d:im  per  vestigia  nitor, 

Exequor  et  populi  fortia  jussa  manu. 
Ast  tibi  subrailtit  frontem  reverentior  umbra ; 

Nee  sunt  hi  vultus  Regibus  usque  truces. 


vKTiiTaB  Ann  ■TBKiuT^ri.a, 
wou]i«»  tvaPRf. 
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